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T O 
His ZXCELLEHCY 

DON RICARDO WALL, 

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY OF STATE 

T O 

HIS MOST CATHOLIC MAJESTY; 
LIEUTENANT-GENERAL 

OP THE 

ARMIES OF SPAIN; 
COMMENDARY OF PENAUZENDE 

IN T H B 

ORDER OF ST. JAGO, &€• 

AND QBRBTOFORE 

AMBASSADOR AND PLENIPOTENTIARY 

AT THE 

COURT OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

SIR, 

THE petmiffion I obtained to infcribe the 
following tranflation of Don Quixote to 
your Excellency, while you refided in this Capi- 
tal, affords me a double pleafure ; as it not only 

A 2 '£ivc8 



DEDICATION. 

I 

^ivcs me an opportunity of cxpreffing thiit pro*- 
found refpeft and veneration with which I con- 
template your Excellency's charadler; but alfo im- 
plies your approbation, which* cannot fail tq influence 
the public in behalf of the performance. I have 
the honour to be^ 

S I R, 

Tour Excellency's 
Moft obedient 



Humble Servant^ 



London, Feb. 79 
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T^yTlGUEI^ dc Cervantes Saavedra was at ence 
"^^ the glory and reproach of Spain ; for if his ad- 
mirable genius and heroic fpirit conduced to the ho- 
nour of his country, the dlftrefs and obfcurity which 
attended his old age, as efFeftualiy redoundecf to her 
dlfgrace. Had he lived amidft Gothic darkpefs and 
barbarity, where no records were ufed, and letters 
altogether unknown, we might have expe£bed to de- 
rive from tradition, a number of particulars relating 
to tht family and fortune^ of a man fo remarkably 
admired even in his own time. But one would ima- 
gine pains had been taken to throw a veil of oblivion 
over the perfonal concerns of this excellent author. 
I^o inquiry hath,' as yet, been able to afcertain die 
place of his nativity ; and although in. his works he 
has declared himfelf a gentleman by birth, no houfe 
lias hitherto laid claim to fuch an illuihious de- 
scendant- 

t 

One * author fays he was born atEfquivias; but 
offers no argument in fupport of his aflertion : and 



• Thomas Tamayo dc Vargas. 

Vol. I. a pro- 



ii The LIP^ of CERVANTES* 

probably the conjefture was founded iipon the enco- 
miums, which Cervantes himfelf bellows on that 
place, .to which he gives the epithet of Renowned, 
in his preface to Perfilcs and Sigifmunda. "Others 
affirm he firft drew breath in Luceiia, grounding 
their opinion upon a vague tradition, which there 
prevails: and a * third fet 4:ake it for granted that 
ke was a native of Seville, becaufe there are families 
in that city known'' by the names of Cervantes and 
Saavedra ; and our author mentions his having, in 
his early youth, feen plays a6led by Lope Rueda^ 
who was a Sevilian. Thefe, indeed, areprefump- 
tions that deferve fome regard, though far from imply- 
ing certain information, they fcarce even amount to 
probable conjefture : nay, thefe very circumftances 
^em to difprove the fuppofition : for, had he been 
^ftually defcended from thofe families, they would iri 
all likelihood have preferved fome memorials of his 
birth, which Don Nicholas Antonio would hqve re- 
corded, in fpeaking of his fellow-citizen. Ali thefe 
pretenfions arc now generally fet afide in favour of 
Madrid, which claims the honour of having pro- 
jduced Cervantes, and builds her title on an expref- 
fion * in his voyage to Parnafius, which, in mf opi- 
nion, is altogether equivocal and inconclufive. 

In the midft of fuch undecided contention, if I 
may be allowed to hazard a conjecture, I would fup- 
pofe that there was fomething myfterious in his ex- 
tr^ftion, which he had no inclination to explain, and 
that his family had domeftic reafons for maintaining 
the like referve. Without admitting fome fuch mo- 
tive, we can hardly account for his filence on a fub- 



* Don Nicholas Antonio. 

f He defcribes his departure from Madrid in thefe words : *^ Out 
€if my country and myfeU I go !" 
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T«E LIFE OF CERVANTES. iu 

jcft that would have afforded him an opportunity to 
indulge that felf-refpe£l which he fo honcflly dif- 
plays in the courfe of his writings.. Unlcfs we con- 
clude that he was inftigated to renounce all connec- 
tion with his kindred and allies, by fome contemp- 
tuous flight, mortifying repulfe, or real injury he had 
fuilained ; a fuppofition which, I own, is not at all 
improbable, CDufidering the jealous fenfibility of the 
Spaniards in general, and the warmth of refentment 
peculiar to our author, which glows through his pro- 
ductions, unreftrained by all the fears of poverty, and 
all the maxims of old age and experience. 

Whatever may have been the place of his nativity, 
we gather from the preface to his novels, that he 
was born in the year 1 549 : and his writings declare 
that his education was by no means negledled ; for 
over and above a natural fund of humour and in- 
vention, he appears to have pofTeiTed a valuable llock 
of acquired knowledge : we find him intimately ac- 
quainted with the Latin cladics, well read in the hi- 
(lory of nations, verfed in tiie philofophy, rhetoric, 
and divinity of the fchools, lin<!ilured with aftrology 
and geography, converfant with the bed Italian au- 
thors, and perfectly mafler of his own Caftiiian lan- 
guage. His genius, which was too delicate ?"d vo- 
latile to engage in the feverer ftudics, directed his 
attention to the produ£lions of tafte and polite li- 
terature, which, while they amufed his fancy, enlarg- 
ed, augmented, and improved his ideas, and taught 
him to fet proper bounds to the excurfions of his ima- 
gination. . 

Thus qualified, he could not fall to make perti- 
nent obfervations in his commerce with mankind : 
the peculiarities of charafter could not efcape his 
penetration ; whatever he faw became fanniiar to 

a 2 his 



IV The life or CERVANTES. 

iis judgment and underftanding ; and every fcenc 
he exhibits, is a ji^ft, well drawn chara<3erilUc j)i<>- 
lure of human life*. - 

How he exercifed thefe talents in his youth^ and 
in what manner the firft years of his manhood were 
employed, we are not able to explain, becaufe hiftory 
and tradition are altogether filent on the fubje£h; 
unlefs we admit the authority of one * author, who 
iays, he was fecretary to the Duke of Alvai without- 
alledging any one fa£b or argument in fupport of his 
aflertion. Had he aftually enjoyed a poft of fuch 
importance, we fhould not, in all probability, have 
V^anted materials to fupply this chafm in his life \ nor 
fliould we find him afterwards in the ftation of a 
common foldier. 

Othcr^ imagine that he ferved as a volunteer in 
Flanders, where he was raifed to the rank of en- 
fign in the company commaHded by Dpn Diego dc 
Urbina; grounding this belief on the fuppofition 
that the hiftory of the a ;)tive related in the firft part 
of Don Quixote, is a literal detail of his own adven- 
tures. But this notion is rejected by thofe who con- 
fider that Cervantes would hardly Jiave contented 
kimfelf with the humble appellation of foldier, which, 
in fpeatcing of himfelf, he conftantly aifumes, had he- 
ever appeared in any fuperior ftation of a military 
chara£ter. In a word we have very little informa- 
tion touching the tranfafiions of his life but what 
he himfelf is pleafed to give through the courfe of 
his writings; and from this we karri that he was 
chamberlain to cardinal Aquaviva in Rome, am* fol- 
lowed the profeffion.of a foldier for fome years, in 



* Nicholas Afitonio, Biblioth, Hifp. 
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THi LIFE or CERVANTES. ^ 

the army Commanded by Marco Antonio Colona *» 
who was, by Pope Pius V» appointed general of thfc 
ecclefiaftical forces employed againft the Turks, and 
received the confecrated ftandard fronl the hands of 
his hoiinefs, in the church of St. Peter* 

Under this celebrated captain, Cervantes embarked 
ki the Chriftian fleet commanded by Don John of 
Auftria who obtained oyer the Turks the glorious 
▼idory of Lepanto, where our author loft his left 
hand by the fiiot of an arquebus. This mutilation^ 
which redounded fo much to his honour, he ha!» 
talcen care to record on divers occafions : and, indeed^ 
k is very natural to fuppofe his imagination would 
dwell upon fuch an adventure, a» the favourite inci- 
dent of his life» I wifh he had told us what recom- 
pence he received for his ferviccs, and what confola- 
tion he enjoyed for the lofs of his limb, which ^nuft 
have efieiStually difqualified him for the office of * 
common foldier, and reduced him to the neceffity oE 
exercifing fome other employment. 

Perhaps it was at this period he entered intothe 
fervice of cardinal Aquaviva, to whofc prote£Hon he 
v/as entitled by his gallantry and misfortune ; an<L 
flow in all.likelihood> he had leifure and opportunity 
to^ profecute his favourite ftudies, to cultivate the 
mufe, and render himfelf confpicuous by the pro*i 
du£tions of his genius, which 'was Jcnown and ad- 
mired by feveral authors of <}iilin£lion even before 
his captivity ; for Louis Galvez de Montalvo, in hi$ 
poem prefixed to Galatea,, fays, the world lamented 
his misfortunes in tears, and the mufe exprefled a 
widow's grief at his abfence. I will even venture to 
fiippofe,- thaty in this interval, his fituation' was fuclk 
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f Hk dedication of Galatea. 
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ti The LIFE of CERVANTES. 

as enabled him to raifc an independent fortune ; for 
we find him afterwards relieving the wants of his 
fellow captives in Barbary, with fuch liberality as 
denoted the affluence of his own circumftances; and, 
in his voyage, to Parnaflus, which was pubAihed in 
his old age, Apollo upbraids him with want of ceco- 
nomy, and reminds him of his having once made 
his own fortune, which in the fequel he fquandered 
away. 

I make no doubt bwt this was the moft fortunate 
period of Saavedra's life, during which he reformed 
and improved the Spanifii theatre, and uihered inta 
the world a number of dramatic performances which 
were afted with univerfal applaufe. He * tells us,, 
that he had feen plays afted by the great Lope dc 
Rueda, who was a native of Seville, and originally a 
gold-beater: when this genius firil appeared, the 
Spanifh dcama was in its infancy ! one large fack or 
bag contained all the furniture and drefs of the 
theatre, confifting.of four fheepfkin jackets with the 
wool on, trimmed with gilt leather; four beards 
and periwigs, and the fame number of paftoral crooks. 
The piece was no other than a dialogue or eclogue 
between two or three fwains, and a fhepherdefs, 
feafoned with comic interludes, or rather low buf- 
foonery, exhibited iu the charadlers of a black- 
amoor, a bravo, a fool, and a Bifcayan. The ftage 
jtfelf was compofed of a few boards, raifed about 
three feet from the ground, upon four benches, or 
forms. There was no other fcenery than a blanket, 
or horfe-cloth ftretched acrpfs, behind which the 
muficians fung old ballads unaccompanied by any 
ibrt of inftrumcnt. Lope de Rueda not only com^ 
pofed theatrical pieces, but alfo afted in every cha- 



• In the preface to his play. 
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TaSer with great reputation j in which he was fuo- 
ceeded by Naharro, a Toledan, who improved and 
augmented the decorations, brought the mufic from 
behind the blanket, and placed it forwards to the au- 
dience, deprived the aO:ors of their counterfeit beards, 
'Without which na man's part had been hitherto per- 
formed, invented machines, clouds, thunder, and 
lightening, and introduced challenges and combats 
with incredible fuccefs : but ftill the drama was rude, 
unpoliihed and irregular; and. the fable, though di- 
vided into five a£ts, was almoft altogether delUtutc of 
manners, propriety, and invention^ ' 

From this uncultivated ftate of ignorance and 
barbarity, Cervantes raifed the Spanifh theatre to 
dignity and efteem, by enriching his dramatic pro- 
du£tions with moral fentiments,s regularity of pLin, 
and propriety of chara<9:er ; together with the grace* 
of poetry, and the beauties of imagination, lie 
publifhed thirty pieces, which were reprefcntod :it 
Madrid w-ith univerfal applaufe ; fo that he may be 
juftly- deemed- the patriarch of the Spanifh drama; 
and, in this particular, revered above Lope de Vcg.i 
himfelf, who did not appear until he had left oiF 
writing for the ftage- 

In the year 1574, he was unfortunately taken by 
a Barbary corfair, and conveyed to Algiers, where lie 
was fold to a Moor, and remained a* flave for the 
fpace of five years and- a half : during which he ex- 
hibited repeated proofs of the njoft enterprifing ge-- 
nius and heroic generofity* Though we know not 
on what odcafion. he fell into the hands of the B^- 
barians, he himfelf gives us to underftand, in the 
ftory of the Captive, that he refided at Algiers in- 
the reign of^Haflan Aga, a ruffian renegado, whofe • 
cruelty he defcribcs In thefi terms : " fie wa* every 

a. 4 day 



via The life of CERVANTES. 

day hanging one, impaling another, maiming a thirct, 
upon fuch flight occafions, frequently without any 
caufe afllgned, that the Turks themfelves owned he 
«i£ted thus out of mere wantonnefs and barbarity, as 
being naturally of a favage difpofition, and an in- 
veterate enemy to the old human race. The per- 
fon who ufed the greateft freedoms with him, 'was 
one Saavedra, a Spanifli foldier, whoj though he did 
many things which thofe people will not foon for- 
get, in attempting to regain his liberty, he never 
gave him one blow, nor ordered him once to be chaf^ 
tifed, nor even, chid him with one hafty word ; and 
yet the leaft of all his pranks was fumcient, as -we 
^Sought, to bring him to the ftake ; nay, he himfelf 
■was more than once afraid of being impaled alive.. 
If time could permit, I could here recount fomc of 
that foldier's . adions, which, perhaps^ might enter-, 
tain and furprife you more than the relation of triy 
own ftory." 

Thus Cervantes afcertains the time of his own. 
llavery, delineates, with great exaftnefs, the cha- 
ra£ker of that inhuman tyrant, who is recorded, in 
hiltory as a monftcr of cruelty and avarice ; and 
proves to demonftration, that his own ftory vras 
.quite diflferent from that which the captive related 
of himfelf. Saaved^'Vs adventures at Algiers were 
truly furprifing ; and though we cannot favour tHe 

tublic with a fubftantial detail of every incident, wc 
ave found means to learn fuch particulars of hiscon-^ 
duft, as cannot fail to reflect an additional luftre on 
a chara£le;r which has been long the objeft of ad- 
miration. 

We are informed by a rcfpeftable hiftorian *, who 
was hisf fellow flave, and an eye-witnere of the tranf-v 

* F. Dkgo da Hacdo. 

aftioii,. 
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vStioUt that Don Miguel de Cervantes, a gallant** 
enterprifing Spanifh cavalier, who,, though he never- 
wanted moiiey, could not obtain his releafe without 
paying an exorbitant ranfom, contrived a fcheme* 
for fetting himfelf free, together with fourteen ufv^ 
happy gentlemen' of fiis own country, who were ali 
in the like circumftances of thraldon^ under difierent 
p;;^trons. His firil (leg was to redeem one Viana, a* 
bold Mayorcan mariner, in whom he could coniidef 
and with whom he fent letters to the governor of that 
iiland^ defiring in the name o£ himfelf and the other 
gentlemen captives, that he would fend over a bri- 
gantine under the direction of Viana, who had uu«* 
dcrtaken, at an appointed time, to touch upon a 
certain part of the coaft, - where he fliould find them 
ready to embark. In confequence of this agreement^ 
^ey withdrew themfeives from their refpedtiVe maf- 
ters, and privately repaired to a garden, near the 
fea-fide, belonging to a renegado Greek, whofe name 
was Al-Caid Haffan ; where they were concealed in 
a cave, and caicfully fcreened from the knowledge* 
of the owner, by his .gardener who was a chriflian 
captive. Viana punftually performed his promillv 
and returned in a vefTel, with which he was fup- 
plied by the governor of Mayorca ; but fome Moors 
ehaneing to pafs,Jufl as he anchored at the appointed, 
place,, the coaft was inflantly alarmed,, and he found 
himfelf obliged to relinquifli tlie enterprife. Mean- 
while, the captives being ignorant of this accident 
remained in the cayem, wnich they never quitted 
except in the night, and were maintained by the Jl- 
berality of Cervantesy. for the fpace of feven. months, 
during which the neceflaries of life were brought to 
themby a Spanifh flave, known by the appellation. 
of El riorador or The Gilder. No wonder that their 
hope and patience began to fail, and their coufti- 
ftutions to be affeded by the dampnefs of ^the placet 

. a S- a"«*' 



r. The LIFE of CERVANTES. 

and the grief of their difappointmcrit, which Dour 
Miguel endeavoured to alleviate by the exercife of his 
teaK>n, good humour, and humanity; till, at laft^ 
their purveyor turned traitor, and, allured by the 
hope of receiving a confiderable rev^ard, difcovered 
the whole affair to Haffan Bafha. This tyrant, tranf- 
ported with joy at the information, immediately or- 
dered the guardian Bafha, with a body of armed men^ 
to follow the perfidio:US wretch, who. conduced them-. 
to the cave, where they feized thofe unhappy fugi- 
tives! together with their faithful gardener, and 
forthwith carried the whole number to the public 
bagnio, except Cervantes, touching whofe perfoa 
they had received particular directions from Haflan,, 
who knew his charader, and had been long defiroust 
of pofleffing fuch a notable flave. At prefent, how- 
ever, his intention was to pirfuade Don Miguel to- 
accufe Oliver, one of the fathers of the redemption 
then at Algiers, as an^^'^ccomplice in the fcheme they 
had projefted, that lie might on this pretence, ex- 
tort from the friar, by way of compofition, the. 
greateft part of the money which had been collefted 
tor the ranfom of chriftian flaves. Accordingly he 
endeavoured to inveigle Saavedra with artful promi- 
fes, and to intimidate him with dreadful threats 
and imprecations, into the confefEon or impeachment 
on which he vvanted to lay hold : but that generous 
Spaniard, with a refolution peculiar to himfelf, rc- 
jefted all his offers, and defpiGng the terrors of his 
menaces, perfifted in affirming that he had no affo- 
ciate in the plan of their efcape, which was purely 
the refult of his own reflexion. 

. After having in vain tampered with his integrity, 
in repeated trials that laded for feveral days, he re- 
ilored him and his companions to their refpe£tivc 
patrons, notwitliftanding the remonftrances of Al- 

Caid 
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©aid Haflan, .owner of tjie garden in which they hadi 
been apprehended, who probably with a view to ma*-- 
nifeft his own innocence, ilrenuouily exhorted the 
Baflia to insist the mod exemplary punifhrnent on 
the offenders, and aifiually put his own gardener to. 
death. Cervantes had fo often fignalized bis genius^, 
courage, , and adiivity,.- that Haflan refolved to make 
him his ownt ^nd purchafed him from his mailer for. 
five hundred ducats ; then he was heard to fay,^ 
" While I hold that maimed Spaniard in.fafe cuilody,. 
my veflels, ilaves, 3hd even my whole city are fe— 
cure/' For*he had not only concerted a number of* 
fchemes for the deliverance of his fellow captives, 
but his defigns had even afpired to the conqueil of 
Algiers, and he was at four different times on. the. 
point of being impaled, hooked, or burned- alive 
Any fingle attempt of that kind would have been 
deemed a capital offence, under the mildeft govern—- 
mcnt that ever iubfifted among the Moors ^ but there.: 
was fomething in the charadlcr or perfojaal • deport- - 
ment of Cervantes, which commanded rcfpe£b from^ 
barbarity itfelf ; fpr we find that Haffaa Baiha treated, 
him 'with incredible lenity, andhis re4emption was . 
, afterwards effefted by the intcrceffion. of a^ trinita'*- 
tian father, for a thoufarxd ducats *. . 



* To this adventure, he doubtkfs, alludes, in the ftory of th; 
captive; who f;iys, that when. he and his fellow 3 aves were d-ilibc-- 
rating about ranfoming one of their number, who fhbulO gp to Va- - 
Icncia and iVayorca, and procure a vcITcI with which he mi^ht r.:« • 
turn and fetch off the reft, the renegade, who was of their coun- • 
cil, oppofed the Scheme, obfcrving, that thofj who are once ddi-- 
Tered fcldora think of performing the promifes tljcy have made in ,. 
captivity : as a confirm .tion of the truth of what he allodged, he . 
bricfiy recounted a cafe which had lately happened to fonic chriftian i 
gentlemen, attended with the ftrangeft circumftancea ever known; 
even in thofe parts, where the moft uncbmmon and furprifing- eve msr- 
occui almofl: every day, . 
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xS The LIFE of CERVANTEff. 

From this account of his behaviour irt Barbary, it' 
appears that he afted a far more important part than-" 
that of a poor mutilated foldier : he is dignified witli 
the appellation of Don Miguel de Cervantes, and re- 
prefented as a cavalier whofe affluent fortune ena— 
bled him to gratify the benevolence and liberality of 
his difpofition. We muft thferefore - take it for 
granted that he acquired this vrealth after the battle- 
of Lepanto, v^here he furely would not have fought 
as a private foldier, could he have commanded 
either money or intereft to procure a more confpi- 
cuous ftation in the fervice. Be that as it will, his- 
conduft at Algiers refle£^s honour upon his country^ 
and while we applaud him as an author, we ought 
to revere him as a man ; nor will hi« modefty be 
lefs the objeft of our admiration, if we confider tha^:: 
he has, upon this occafioh, ncglefted the faircft op- 

Jjortunity a. man could poflibly enjoy, of difplaying^ 
lis own character to the greateft advantage, and in- 
dulging that felf-camplacency which is fo natural to 
the human heart. 

As he returned to his own country with thofe 
principles by which he had been diftinguiflicd in his 
exile, and an heart entendered and exercifed in fym— 
pathizing with his fellow crej^tures in diflrefs ; we 
may fuppofe he could not advert to the leflbns of 
ceConomy, which ^ warm imagination feldom or- 
never retains ; but that his heart glowed with all 
the enthufiafm of fricndfhip, and that his bounty 
extended to every obje£t of compaffion which feljt 
within his view. 

Notwithftandint ' a^l the fliafts of ridicule which- 
he hath fo fuccefsfully levelled againft the abfurviities 
of the Spanifh romance, we can plainly perceive, 
from his own writings, that he himfelf had a turn 

for 
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for chivalry: his life was a chain of extraordinary 
adventures, his temper was altogether heroic, and 
all his a£bions were, without doubt, influenced by 
the moil romantic notions of honour. 

Spain has produced a greater number of theie cha- 
raflers, than we meet with upon record in any other 
nation : and whether fuch Angularity be the effe£t of 
natural or moral caufes, or of both combined, I ihall 
not pretend to determine. Let us only aihrm, that 
this difpoiition is not confined to any particular peo*^ 
pie or period of time : even in our own country, and 
m thefe degenerate days,, we fometimes find indivi- 
duals whom nature feems to have intended for mem- 
bers of thofe ideal focieti^s which never did, anil 
perhaps, never can exift but in inaagination ; and 
who remind us of the charafters defcribed by Homer 
and Plutarch, as patriots facrificing their lives for 
their country, and heroes encountering danger, not 
with indifierence and contempt, but with all the- 
rapture and impetuofity of a pafFionate admirer. 

If wc confider Cervantes as a man infpired by fuch 
ientiments, and a£hiated by fuch motives ; and at 
the fame time, from his known fenfibility and natu- 
ral complexion, fuppofe him to have been addicted 
lo pkafure and the amufements of gallantry ; we 
cannot be furpx^fed to find his finances in a little 
time exhaufted and the face of his affairs totally re- 
verfed* It was probably in^the decline of his for- 
tune, that he refolved to re-appear in the charafter 
of an author, and ftand candklate for the public fa- 
vour, which would be a certain refouvee in the day 
of trouble : he, therefore, compofed his Galatea in 
fix books, which was publiffaed in the year 1584, 
dedicated to Afcanio Colonna, at that time abbot 
of St. Sophia ; and afterwards Cardinal of the holy 
irofs of Jerufalcm. 
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' The rich vein of. inventiohj the tendernefs of pai^ 
fion, the delicacy of fentimentj the power and purity 
6f di£lion, difplayed' in this performance, are cele- 
brated by Don Louis de Vargas Manrique, in a coniT 
mendatory fonnet, which is a very elegant and ho- 
nourable teftimony of our author's fuccefs.^ Never- 
thelefs, the^rodu<S:io!i has been eenfured for the irre- 
gularity of its ftjle, the incorrefthefs of its verfi- 
fication, and the multiplicity of its incidents, "which 
encumber and perplex the principal narration ; and, 
over and above thefe obje6tions, the defign is not 
brought to a conclufion,, fo that the plan appears 
meagre and defcftive. He IviAfelf pleads guilty ta 
fome part of the charge, in the fentence pronounced 
by the curate, in the firft. part of Dton Quixote, "whoy 
when the barber takes up the Galatea of Miguel de 
Cervantes ; ** Tfhat fame Cervantes> fays he, has 
been an intimate friend of mine thefe many years^ 
and is, to my certain knowledge, more convcrfant 
with misfortunes than with poetry. There is a good 
vein of invention in his book, which propofes fome- 
tiling, though it concludes nothing. We muft wait 
for the fecond part which he promifes, and then, per- 
haps, his amendment H?ay deferve a- full, pardon, 
which is now denied." 

"Whether the fuccefs of Galatea encouraged our 
author to oblige the world with fom^ of thofe the-- 
atrical pieces, which we have already mentioned as 
the firfl regular produftions of the Spanifli drama, or 
die whole number of thefe was- written and aclied be- 
fore his captivity, I have not been able to determine;-- 
but in all probability, his firfl eflays of that kind 
were exhibited in the interval between the battle of 
Lepanto and the commencement of his flavery, and . 
the reft publiflied after his redemption, . 

Unlefs. 
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Unlefs we fuppofe him to have hcen employed at' 
Madrid in this manner for his fubfiftcncc, we muft 
pafs over two and twenty years, which afford us no 
particular information touching the life of Saavedrn ; . 
though, in that period, he married Donna Catalina de 
Salazar, didipated the remains of his fortune, expe- 
rienced the ingratitude of thofe he, had befriended in. 
his- profperity, and, after having fuftained a fcries of 
mortifications and diftrefs, was committed to prifon« 
in confequence of the debts he had contrafled. 

In tiws difitial fituation he compofed that per— 
formance which is the delight and admiration of all 
Europe ; I mean, . the firft part of Don Qufxote,. 
which he wrote with a view to ridicule and difcredit 
thofe abfurd romances, filled with the moft naufeous- 
improbability and unnatural extravagance, which 
had debauched the tafte of mankind, and were in- 
deed adifgrace to common fenfe and reafon* Not that* 
Cervantes had any intention to combat the fpirit of 
knight-errantry, fo prevalent among the Spaniards; 
on the contrary, I amperfuaded he xrould have been 
the firft man in the nation, to ftand up for the ho- 
nour and defence of chivalry, which, when rcftrained 
within due bounds, was a^i excellent inflitution, that 
infpired the moft heroic fentiments of courage and 
patriotifmj and on many occafions conduced to the, 
peace and fafety of the commonwealth. In the cha- 
racter of Don Quixote, he exhibits a good under- 
ftanding perverted by reading romautic ftories,.. 
which had no foundation in nature or in faft. His 
intellects are not fuppofed to have been damtiged by 
the perufal of authentic hiftories, which recount the 
exploits of knights and heroes who really exifted; 
but his madnefs feems to have flowed from his cre- 
dulity, and a certain wildnefs of imagination which 
was captivated by the marvellous reprefentation of 

dwarfs^ 
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dwarfs, giants, necromancers, and other preternatu- 
ral extravagance. From thcfe legends he formed hfs 
whol6 plan of condu£^ ; and though nothing can be 
more ridiculpus than the terms upon which he is de- 
scribed to have commenced kni^t-errant, at a time 
when the regulations of fociety had rendered the pro— 
felTion unneceifary, and indeed illegal ; the criterion 
of hi? frenzy confifts in that ilrange faculty of mif- 
taking and confounding the moft familiar obje£fs 
with the fantaftical illusions which thofe romances 
had engendered in- his fancy.. So that our author did 
not enter the lifts againft the memory of the real 
fubftantial chivalry, which he held in veneration ;" 
but with defign to expel an hideous phantom that 
poflefled the brains of the people, waging perpetu^ 
war wit'i trae- genius and invention. 

The fuccefs of this undertaking muft have exceeded 
his moft fanguine hopes. Don Quixote no fooncr 
made his appearance, than the old romances vanifhed* 
like mift before the fUn; The ridiculq was fo ftrik- 
iog, that even the warmeft admirers of Amadis and- 
his pofterity feemed to awake from a dream, and 
reflefted with amazement upon their former infatu- 
ation. Every difpaflionate reader was charmed with* 
the humorous charafters of the knight and fquire,,. 
who ftrait became the favourites of his fancy; he 
was delighted with the variety of entertaining inci- 
dents, and confidered the author's good fenfe and. 
purity of ftile With admiration and applaufe. 

He informs us, by the mouth of the bachelor 
Sampfon Carrafco, that even before the publication 
of the fecond part, twelve thoufand copies of the firft 
were already in print, befides a new impreffion then 
working off at Antwerp,. " The very children, fays 
be^ haadle it, boys read it) men underftand, and 

old 
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old people applaud the performance. It is no fooncr 
laid down by one, than another takes i% up, fome 
ftruggling, and fome entreating for a fight of it : in 
fine, this hiflory is the moil delightful and leaft pre- 
judicial entertainment that ever was feen ; for iii 
the whole book there is not the Icaft fbadow of a 
diihonourable word, nor one thought unwortliy of a 
good catholic.** 

Nor was this applanfe confined to the kingdoms 
and territories of Spain. The fame of ^Don Quixote 
difi^ufed itfelf through all the civilized countries of 
Europe ; and the work was fo much admired in 
France, that fome gentlemen, who attended the 
French ambaffador to Madrid, in a converfation with 
the licenUate Marques Torres, chaplain to the arch- 
biihop of Toledo, exprefled their furprife that Cer- 
vantes was not maintained from the public treafi^y^ 
t& the honour and pride of the Spauiih nation. •» 
Nay this work, which was firft publilhed at Madrid: 
in the year 1605, had the good fortune to extort the 
ap{»robatton of royalty itfelf: Philip III. (landing ra 
a balcony of his palace and furveying the adjacent 
country, perceived a ftudent on the bank of the Man-^ 
zanares, reading a book, and every now ^and then 
ftrjiking his forehead and burfling out into loud fits 
of laughter. His raajcfty having obfervcd his er;.o- 
tions for fome time ; ** That ftudent, faid he^ is. 
cither mad, or reading Don Quixote." Some of the 
courtiers in attendance, had the curiofity to go out 
and enquire, and aftually found the fcholar engaged, 
in the adventures of our MancKegan.. 



• 



As the book was dedicated to the duke de Bcjar,, 
we may naturaHy fuppofc that nobleman, either by 
hispurfe or intereft, obtained the author's difchargc 
from prifon 5 for he congratulates himfelf upon the 
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proteftion of fucli a patron, in certain verfes prefixed 
to the book, and fuppofed to be written by tJrganda 
the unknown. He afterwards attradled the notice of 
the count de Lemos, who^ feems to have been his 
chief and favourite benefaftor ; and even enjoyed a 
fmall (hare of the countenance of the cardinal arch- 
bifhop of -Toledo : fo that we cannot, with any pro- 
bability, efpoufe the opinion of thofe who believe his 
Don Quixote was intended as a fa tire upon the admi- 
'Tiiftration of that nobiennan. Nor is there the leaft 
:planribie rcafon for thinking his aim was to ridicule 
the conduQ: of Charks V. whofe name he never 
mentions without expreflion^ of the utmoft reverence 
and regard*^ Indeed, his own indigence was a more 
fevere fatire than any thing he could have invented 
againft the miniftry of Philip III. for though their pro- 
teflrion kept him from ftarving, it did not exempt 
him from the difficulties and mortifications of want ; 
and no man of tafte and humanity can refleft upon 
his charafter and circumflances, without being-fhock- 
ed at the barbarous indifference of his patrons. What 
he obtained was not the oiFcring of liberality and tafte, 
but the fcanted alms of compaffion : he was not re- 
fpefted as a genius, but relieved as a beggar. 

One would hardly imagine that an author could 
l«nguifh in the (hade of poverty- and contempt, while 
his works afforded entertainment and delight to whole 
nations, and ev6n fovereigns were found in the num- 
ber of his admirers : but Cervantes had the misforj 
tune to write in the reign of a prince whofe difpo- 
fition was fordid, and whofe talents, naturally mean,, 
had received no manner of cultivation ; fo that his 
head was altogether untinclured with fciencCy-and 
his heart an utter ftranger to the virtues of benefi- 
cence. Nor did the liberal arts derive the leaft en- 
couragement from his miniftry, which was ever weak 

' and: 
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and wavering. The duke de Lerma feems to have 
been a proud, irrefolute, fhallow-braincd politician, 
whofe whole attention was employed in preferving 
the good graces of his matter j though notwithftanding 
all his efforts, he ttill fluctuated betwen favour and 
difgrace, and at laft v/as fain to (helter himfelf under 
the hat of a cardinal. As for the count de Lemos, 
who had fome^fliaT* in the adminiftration, he afFe^fb- 
ed to patronize men of genius, though he had hardly 
penetration enough to dittinguifli merit ; and the 
little tafte he pofleiTed was fo moch warped by vanity 
and felf conceit, that there was no other avenue to 
his friendfiiip but the road of adulation and pane- 
gyric : we need not, tlierefore^ wonder that his 
bounty was fo fparingly beftowed upon CervanteS, 
whofe confcious worth and fpirit would not fuller 
him to pra£lice fuch fervility of proftration. 

Rather than ftoop fo far beneath the dignity of his 
own charafter, he refolved to endure the fevered 
ftings of fortune, and for a fcries of years wreftled 
with unconceivable vexation and diftrefs. Even in 
this low fituation, he was not exempted from the ill 
offices of thofe who envied his talents and his fame. 
The bad writers vilified his genius, and cenfured his 
morals ; they conftrned Don Quixote into an imper- 
tineAt libel, and endeavoured to depreciate his exem- 
plary novels, which were pubii(hed at Madrid, in 
the year 161^3^ This performance is fuch as might 
be expefted from the invention and elegance of, Cer- 
vantes, and was accordingly approved by the beft 
judges of his time* Indeed, it miifl: have been a 
great confolation to him, in the midft of his misfor- 
tunes, to fee himfelf celebrated by the choice£l wits 
of Spain 5 and, among the reft, by the renowned 
Lope de Vega, prince of the Spanifh theatre, who, 
both during the life and after the death of our ati* 

thoc,. 
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thor, mentioned hina, in the moft riefpeflful terms . 
of * admiration* 

But, of all the infults to which he was expofe^ 
from the malevolenpe of mankind, nothing proyokect 
him fo much> as the outrage he fuftained from tne 
infolence and knavery of an author who, while he 
was preparing the fecond. part of Don Quixote for 
the prefsji in the year 1614, publifhed a performance,, 
intituled. The fecond Volume of the fage Hidalgo 
Don Quixote de la Mancha, containing his third 
fally, compofed by the licentiate Alonzo Ferriandez 
de Avellanda, a native of Tordefillas ; dedicated to 
the alcaides, regidors, and gentlemen of the noble 
4.own of Argamafilla, the happy country of Don 
Quixote de la Mancha. This irapoftor, not con- 
tented with having robbed Cervantes of his plan^ 
and, as fome people believ.e, of ^ good part, of.his- 
copy, attacked him perlbnally m his preface, in the 
moft virulent manner, accufing him of envy, malice^ 
peevilhnefs, and rancour ; reproaching him with his 
poverty, and taxing him with having abufed hi^ co- 
temporary writers, particularly Lop« de Vega, under 
the fhadow of whofe reputation this fpurious writer 
takes fheltcr, pretending to have been laihed, toge- 
ther with that great genius, in fome of our author's 
critical refleftions. 

In fpite of the difguife he aflumed, Cervantes dif- 
covered him to be an Arragonian j. and in all proba- 
bility knew his real name,, which however, he did 
not think proper to tranfmit to pofterity 5 and his 
filence in this particular was the refult either of dif- 
cretion, or contempt. If he was a perfon of confe- 
q^uence, as fome people fuppofe, it was uudoiAtedly 
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prudent in Cervantes to pretend ignorance of his true 
same and quality; becaufe, under the fhadow of 
that pretence, he could the more fecurely chaftife him 
for his duUnefs, fcurrillity, and prefumption : but if 
ht knew him to be a man of no chara£^er or eftima- 
tipn in life, he ought to have deemed him altogether 
unworthy of his refentment ; for his produ£bion was 
fuch as could not poflibly prejudice our author's inte* 
fed or reputation. It is altbgether void of invention 
^nd propriety: the chara&ers of Don Quixote and 
Sanoho are flajttened into the moft infipid abfurdity i 
the ndventures are unentertaining and improbable^ 
aod the ftile barbarous, fwoln, and pedantic. 

HowfoevcT Saavedra's fortune might have been af- 
£eAed by thii fraudulent anticipation, I am perfuaded, 
(xom the coifideration of his magnanimity, that he 
would have looked u^on the attempt with filent dif- 
dain, had the fi£iitious Avellaneda abftained from 
perfonal abufe : but finding himfelf fo injur ioufly up- 
braided with crimes which his foul abhorred, he gave 
a loofe to his indignation and ridicule, which appear 
through the preface and fecond part of Don Quixote, 
in a variety of aimadverfions equally witty and 
fevefe. Indeed, the genuine continuation, which 
was publiflied in the year 1615, convinced the world 
that no other perfon could complete the plan of the 
original proje^^or. It was received with univerfal 
joy and approbation : and in very little time tranf- 
lated into the languages of Italy, France, England, 
and other countries, where though the knight ap- 
peared to difadvantage, he was treated as a noble 
ftranger of fuperlative merit and diftin£lion. 

In the year after the publication of his novels^ 
Cervantes ufliered into the world a poem, called, A 
Voy2%e to Farnaflusi dedicated to Don Rodrigo de 

Tapia, 
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Tapia, knight of St. Jago. This performance is an 
ironicle fatire on the Spanifti poets of his time, writ- 
ten in imitationof Cxfar Caporali, who lafhed his con- 
temporaries of Italy under the fame title ; though Sa- 
avedra fcems t<5 have had alfo another fcope : namely, 
to complain of the little regard that was paid to 
his own age and talents. Thofe who will not allow 
this piece to be an excellent poem, cannot help 
owning that it abounds with wit and manly fatire ; 
and that nothing could be a more keen reproach 
upon the tafte and patronage of the times, than the 
dialogue that pafles between him and Apollo ; to 
whom, after having made a bold, yet juft recapitu- 
lation of his own fuccefs in writing, he pathetically 
complains that he was denied a feat among his bre- 
thren ; and takes occafion to obferve, that rewards 
were not beftowcd according to merit, but in confc- 
quence of intereft and favour. 

He has, upon other occafion s, made fevcre remarks 
upon the fcarcity of patrons among the nobility of 
Spain, and even aimed the lliafts ot his fatire at the 
throne itfelf. In his dedication of the fccond part of 
Don Quixote, to the count de Lemos, he proceeds 
in this ironicle drain : " But no perfon expreffes a 
greater defire of feeing my Don Quixote, than the 
mighty emperor of China, who, about a month ago,' 
fent me a letter by an exprcfs, defiring, or rather 
befeeching, me to fupply him with a copy of that per- 
formance, as he intended to build and endow a col- 
lege for teaching the SpaniQi language from my book^ 
and was refolved to make me reflor or principal 
teacher." I afked if his majefty had fent me any 
thing towards defraying the charges ; and when he - 
anfwered in the negative, "Why then, friend, faid I, 
you may return to China as foon as you pleafe ; for ■ 
my own part, I am not in a ftate of health to under^ 
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take fuch a long journey ; befides, I am not only 
wezk in body, but ilill weaker in purfe, and fo I am 
the emperor's mod humble fervant. In (hort, em- 
peror for emperor, and monarch for monarch, to 
take one with the other, and fet the hare's head 
againft the goofe giblets, there is the noble count dc 
Lemos, at Naples, who, without any redlorfhips, 
fupports, protects, and favours me to my heart's con* 
tent/' 

This facetious paragraph certainly alludes to fome 
unfubftantial promife he had received from the court. 
At the fame time I cannot help obferving that his 
gratitude and acknowledgment to the co->nt de Le- 
mos, feem to have greatlv exceeded the" obligation : 
for, at this very time, while he is extolling his gene- 
rofity, he gives us to underftand that his circum« 
ftances were extremely indigent. 

At the very time of this dedication, the poverty of 
Cervantes had incrcafed to fuch a degree of diftrefs, 
that he was fain to fell eight plays, and as many in- 
terludes, to Juan Villaroel, becaufe he had neither 
means nor credit for printing them at his own ex- 
pence. Thefe theatrical pieces, which were publifhed 
at Madrid in the year 1 6 15, though counted inferior to 
many productions of Lope de V ega, have, neverthe- 
lefs, merit enough to perfuade the difcerning reader 
that they would have fucceeded in the reprefentation ; 
but he was no favourite with the players, who have 
always arrogated to themfelves the prerogative of 
judging and rejefting the produftions of the drama : 
and, as they forebore to offer, he difdained to folicit 
their acceptance. The truth is, he confidered aftors 
as the fervants of the public, who, though intitled to a 
certain degree of favour and encouragement for the 
entertainment they afforded, ought ever to demean 
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tTiemfelvcs with modefty and refpeft for their bene- 
fa(%ors 5 and he had often profcffed himfelf an enemy 
to the felf-fufficiency, infolence, and outrageous be- 
haviour of the king s company, fome of whom had 
been guilty of the moft flagrant crifnes, and even 
tbmmitted murder with impunity. 

It is fometimes in the power of the moft irtconfi* 
derable wretch to mortify a chara<9:er of the higheft 
dignity. Cervantes, notwithftanding his contempt 
of fuch petty critics, could not help feeling the petu-» 
lance of a puny player, who prefumed to depreciate 
the talents* of this venerable father of the ftage. 
•* Some ye^f s * ago, fays he, I had recourfe again to 
my old amufement, and, on the fuppofition that the 
times was not altered fince my name was in fome 
eftimation, I compofed a few pieces for the ftage ; 
but found no birds in laft year's nefts ; my meaning 
is, I could find no player who would afk for my per- 
formances, though the whole company knew they were 
finiihed ; fo that I threw them afide, and condemned 
them to perpetual filence. About this time, a cer- 
tain bookfeller told me he Mrould have purchafed my 
plays, had he not been prevented by an aftor, who 
(aid that from my profe much might be expeded, 
but nothing from my verfe. I confefs, I was hot a 
little chagrined at hearing this declaration ; and faid 
to myfelf, either I am quite altered or the times are 
greatly improved, contrary to common obfervation, 
by which the paft is always preferred to the present. 
I revifed my comedies, together with fome interludes 
which had lain fome time in a corner, and I did not 
think them fo wretched, but that they might appeal 
from the muddy brain of this player, to the clearer 
perception of other aftors lefs fcrupulous and more 
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jttdicioiis-*-**Beuig quite out of huatmowtp I parted 
with the copy to a bookfellet^ who oflercd me % 
tolerable price; I took his money, without giving 
myfelf any farther trouble about the adorsy and 
he printed them as you fee. I could wilh they were 
the beft in the werid) or, aft leaft poflefled ot fome 
merit. Gentle reader, diou wilt Coon, fee how thej 
are, and if thou canft find any thing to thy liking, 
and afterwards fhould happen to meet with my back- 
biting adror, defire him, for me, to take care and 
mend himfelf ; for I offend no man: as for the 
plays, thou mayeft tell him, they contsun no glaring 
nonfenfe, no palpable abfurdides.** 

The fource of diis indiflerence towards Cenranted 
we can eafiiy explain, by obferving that Lope de 
Vega had, by this time, enerofled die theatre, and 
the favour of the public, to luch a degree as enfured 
fuccefs to all his performances ; fb that the players 
would not run any rifle of mtfcarriage, in exhibiting 
the produdions of an old neglected veteran, who 
had neither inclination nor aUlitv to fupport' his 
theatrical pieces by dint of intereft and cabal. Far 
from being able to raife fa^ions in his favour, he 
could hardly fubdft in the moil parfimonious man* 
ner, and in all probability would have actually ftar- 
ved, had not the charity of the count de Lemos en* 
abled him barely to breathe. 

The laft work he finifhed was a novel, intituled. 
The Troubles of Perfiles and Sigifmunda, whicli, 
however, he did not live to fee in print. This child 
of his old age he mentions * in the warmeft terms of 
paternal afFedion, preferring it to all the reft of 
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his produftions 5 a. compliment which every author 
pays tQ^ the yaungeft offspring of his genius ; for 
whatever fentence the world may pronounce, every 
man thinks he daily improves in experience and un- 
derftanding ; and that ia refufing the pre-eminence 
to his laft effort, he would fairly own the decay and 
«tlcgencracy of his own ,taient«- 

We muft -not however impute the encomiums 
which Gervaritcs beftows upon his laft performance to 
this fond partiality alone 5 becaufe the book has in- 
dubitable merit, and as he himfelf fays, may pre- 
fume to vi^ with the celebrated romance of Heliodo- 
rus * in elegance of diftion, entertaining incidents, 
^rid fecundity of invention. Before this novel fawthe 
light our author was feized with a dropfy, which 
gradually conveyed Jiim to his grave ; and nothing 
•could give a more advantageous idea of his charadler 
than tlw fortitude and good humour which he ap- 
pears to have maintained to the laft moment of his 
life, overwhelmed as he was with mifery, old age, 
and an incurable diftemper. The preface and dedi- 
cation of his Perfiles and Sigifmunda contain a journal 
of his laft ftage, by which we. are enabled to guefs at 
the precife time 1" his deceafe. ** Loving reader," 
faid he, "as two of my friends and myfelf were com- 
ing from the famous town of Efquivias — famous, 1 
fay, on a thoufand accounts ; firft, for its illuftrious 
families, and,' fecondly, for its more illuftrious wines, 
'&C. S heard fomebody ;galloping after \is, -with in- 
tent tts i imagined^ to join our company ; and, in- 
deed, he foon juftified my.conjefture, by calling out 
to us to *ide more ?foftly. We accordingly waited 
for this ftranger, who, riding up to us upon a flic 
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afs, appeared to be a grey ftudent; for he was 
cloathed in grey, with country bufkins fuch as pea-* 
fants wear to defend their legs in harveft time, Aouud 
toed fhoeSi a fword provided, as it happened, with a 
tolerable, chape, a ftarched band, and an even nun\- 
ber of three thread bredes ; for the truth is, he had 
but two ; and, as his band would every now and 
then fliift to one fide, he took incredible pains to. 
adjuft it.. again." "Gentlemen," faid he, "you arc 
going, belike, to folicit fome port or penfion at court : 
his eminence of Toledo muft be there, to be fure, 
or the king at leaft, by your making fuch hafte. In 
good faith I could har-dly overtake you, though my afs 
hath been more than once^ipplauded for a tolerable 
ambler." To this addrcfs one of my companioftv^ 
replied, *** We are obliged to fet on at a good rate, 
to keep. up with that there mettlefome nag, belong- 
ing to Signor Miguel de Cervantes." Scarce had the 
ftudent heard my name, when fpringing from the bagk 
of his afs, while his pannel fell one way, and his 
wallet another, he ran towards me, and taking 
hold of my ftirrup, " Aye, aye," cried he, " this is 
the found cripple ! tlie renowned, the merry writer j 
in a word, the darling of the mutes!" In order 
to make fome return to thefe high compliments, I 
threw my arms about his neck, fo that he loft his 
band by the eagernefs of my embraces, and told him 
that he was miftaken^ like many of my well-wilh- 
ers. " I am, indeed, Cervantes," faid I, " but not 
the darling, of the mufes, or in any fhape deferving 
of thofe encomiums you have beftowed ; bepleafed, 
therefore, good fignor, to remount your.beaft, and 
let us travel together like friends the reft of the way/*^ 
The courteous ftudent took my advice, and as we 
jogged on foftly together, the converfation happening 
to turn on the fubjeft of my illncfs, the ftranger fooii^ 
pronounced my doom, by afluring me that my dif- 

b 2 . temp^jr 
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temper was a dmpfy, which all the water of the ocean, 
alt^ov.; it were not fait, would never be able to 
quencn, "Tt*rcfore fignor Cervantes," added the 
ftudent, ** you muft lotaUy ahftain from drink, hut 
do !Ot forget to eat heartily; and this regimen will 
efteft your recovery without phyfic." " I have re- 
ceived the fame advice from 6ther people," anfwere4 
I, ** but I cannot help drinking, as if I had been bom 
to do nothing clfe but drinJc. My life is drawing to 
a period, and by the daily journal of my pulfcj which, 
1 find, will have finiflied its courfe by next Sunday, 
at farthcft, i fliall alfo have finiihed my career; fo 
that you come in the very nick of time to be ac- 
xjuainted with me, though I fhall have no opportunity 
of (lie wing how much I am obliged to you for your 
good will. By this time he had reached the Tole- 
do bridge, where finding we muft part, I embraced 
my (Indent once more, and he having returned the 
compliment with great cordiality, fpurrcd up his 
1^(1) and left me as ill difpofed on my horfe as he 
was ill mounted on his afe ; although my pen itched 
40 be writing feme humorous defcription of his equi- 
page : bul,, adieu my merry friends all ; for I am 
going to die, and I nope to meet you ag^in in the 
other world, as hapj^y as heart can wifli.** 

After this adventure, which he fo pleafantly re- 
lates, nay, even in his laft moments, he dictated a 
fnoft affeftioAa*c dedication to his patron, the count 
de Lemos, who was at that time prefident of the 
fuprcmc council in Italy- He begins facetioufly 
with a quotation from an old ballad, then proceeds 
to tell his excellency, that he had received extreme 
unftion, and was on the brink of eternity ; yet he 
wilhed he could live to fee the count's return, and 
even to finifli the Weeks of the Garden, and the 
iecond part of Galatea) in which be had made fom(; 
progrefs. 

This 
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Tliis dedication was dated April 19, 16171 and tn 
all probability the author died the very next day, 
as the ceremony of the un£lion is never performed 
until the patient is fuppofed to be in extremity; cer- 
tain it is, he did not long furvive this period; for 
in September, a licence was granted to Donna Cata- 
lina de Salaza, widow of Miguel dc Cervantes Saa- 
vedra, to print the Troubles of PerCles and Sigii^ 
jnunda, a northern hiftory, which was accordingly 
publiflv^d at Madrid, and afterwards tranilated into 
Italian. 

Thus hav« I c61Ie£^ed and related all the material 
eircumftances mentioned by hiftory and tradition, 
concerning, the life of G^rvantes, which I (hall con- 
clude with the portrait of his perfon, drawn by his 
own pen, in the preface to his novels. His vifiig<5^' 
was {harp and aquiline, his hair of a chcfnut colour,' 
&is forehead fmooth and high, his nofe hookiOi or 
hawkilb, his eye briik and cheerful, his mouth little, 
his beard originally of a golden hue, his upper lip 
fumiflied with large muftachios, his complexion fair, 
his ftature of the middling fize: and be tells us, 
moreover,, that he was thick in the fhoulders, and 
not very light of foot. 

In a word, Cervantes whether confidered as a 
writer or a man, will be found worthy of univerfaf 
approbation and efteem ; as we cannot help applaud- 
ing that fortitude and courage which no difficulty 
could difturb) and no danger difihay; while we 
admire that delightful ftream of humour and in- 
ventipn, which flowed fo plenteous and fo pure, 
furmounting all the mounds of malice and adver- 
fity. 

b 3 THE 
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'T'HE tranflator*s aimj in tliis undertaking, was 
to maintain that ludicroua Iblemnity and felf- 
importance by which the inimitable Cervantes has- 
diftinguiflied the charafter of Don Quixote, without 
raifing him to the infipid rank of a dry philofopher, 
or dtbafing him to the melancholy circumftanccs 
and unentertaining caprice of an ordinary madman i 
and to preferve the native humour of Sancho Panza 
from degenerating into a mere proverbial phlegm, or 
• affefted buffoonery- 

Hef has endeavoured to retain the fpirit and idcas^ 
vithout fervilely adhering to the literal expreflion 
of the original ; from which,, however he has not 
fo fax deviated, as to deftroy that formality of idiom 
ib peculiar to the Spaniards^ and ib eiTentiai to the 
chataGer of the work. 

The fatire and propriety of many allufibns, whiclr 
nad been loft in the change of cuftora and lapfe of 
^e, are reftored in explanatory notes ; and the 
whole is conduced with that care and circumfpec- 
tion, which ought to be exerted by every author, 
^ho in attempting to improve upon a talk already 
performed, fubjedtt himfclf to the moft invidious 
comparifon. 
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PRE FACE 

T O T H E 

READER. 

T D L E reader^ without an oath thou mayeft be- 
■■" lieveythat I wifh this book, as the child of my 
imderftanding, were the moll beautiful, fprightly,. 
and c^lcreet produ<fiion that ever was conceived. 
But it was not in my power to contravene the or- 
der of nature, in confequence of which, every crea- 
ture procreates its own refemblance : what therefore 
could be engendered in my barren, ill-cuhivated 
genius, but a dry meagre ofrspring, wayward, capri- 
cious, and full of whimfical notions peculiar to mv 
own imagination, as if produced in a prifon* which 
is the feat of inconvenience, and the habitation of 
every difmal * found. Quiet folkude, pleafant Acids, 
fcreoe weather, purling ilreanis, and tratiquillity of 
jpioii, contribute fo much to the fecundity even^ of 
ibc noft barren genius, that it will bring iorth pro- 
duftkos fo fair as, to awaken the admiration and de- 
light of mankind. 

A man wba is to unfortunate as to have an ugly 
cbUd» (deftitule of ewsi y grac&and favourable endow- 
j»eot, m»y be fo hood-winked by paternal tendernefs, 
that he cannot perceive his defers ; but on the con- 
trary, looks upon every blemitb as a beauty, and re«-< 
counts to his friends every inftance of his folly as a 
fample of his wit : but I, who, though feemingly tlie 
parent, am no other than the ftepfather of Don 
Quixote, will not fail with the ftream of cuftom, nor,., 
like fome others, fiip^kate thee, gcntk reader, with 
the tears in my eyes, to pardon or conceal the faults 
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• Tkis is a ftrong prefiunption tlwt ike Crft part of Dun Qjixote- 
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which thou mayeft fpy in this produdion. Thou 
art neither its father nor kinfman ; haft thy own 
foul in thy own body, and a will as free as the fineft ; 
thou art in thy own houfe, of whidi I hold thee as 
abfolute mafter as the king of his revenue ! and thou 
knoweft the common faying, " Under my cloak tlie 
king is a joke." Thefe confiderations free and ex- 
"empt thee from all manner of reftramt and obliga*- 
tion ; fo that thou mayeft fully and frankly declare 
thy opinion of this hiftory, without fear of- calumny 
for thy cenfure, and without hope of recompenfc 
for thy approbation. 

I wifhed only to prefent thee with the perform* 
ance, clean, neat, and. naked, without the ornament 
of a preface, and unincumbered with an innume- 
r;ibife catalogue of 0-ch fonnets, epigrams, and com- 
mendatory ver{es, as are generally prefixed to the 
produftion^ of the prefent age ; for I can aflure thee, 
that although the compofition of the book hath coft 
me fome trouble, I have found more difficulty in 
'writing this preface, which is now under thy infpec*- 
*tion : divers and fundry times did I feize the pen, 
and as often laid it afide, for want- of knowing what 
to fay ; and during this uneafy ftate of ftifpenfe, 
while I was one day ruminating on the fubjeQ;, with 
the paper before me, the quill behind my ear, toy 
'elbow fixed on the table, and my cheek leaning on 
my hand ; a friend of mine who pofTefles a great 
fund of humour and an excellent underftanding, 
fuddenly entered the apartment, and finding me in 
this mufing pofture, afked the caiife of my being fo 
contemplative ? As I had no occafion to conceal the 
nature of my perplexity, I told him T was ft^dying ;i 
preface for the hiftory of Don Quixote ; a tafk which 
I found fo difficult, that I was refolved to defift, and 
even fupprefs the adventures of fuch a noble cavalier ; 
for you may very eafily fuppofe how much I muft be 
con&unded at the animadverfion of tliat ancient law* 

giver 
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fhcT the vulgar, when it fliall fee me, after fo many 
years that I have flept in filence and in oblivion, pro- 
duce, in my old age^ a performance as dry as a rufh, 
barren of invention, meagre in ftilc, beggarly in con- 
ceit, and utterly deftitute of vi^it and erudition ; 
without quotation in the margin, or annotations at 
tlie end ; as we fee in other books, let them be never 
fo fabulous and profane : indeed they are generally 
ib fluffed with apothegms from Ariflotle, Plato, and 
the whc^e body- of philofophers, that they excite the 
admiration of the readers, who look upon fuch au«- 
thors as men of unbounded knowledge, eloquence, 
and erudition. When they bring a citation from tlic 
holy Scripture, one would take them for fo many 
St. Thomas's and pther doftors of the church 5 here- 
in obferving fuch ingenious decorum, that in one line 
they will reprefent a frantic lover, and in the very 
oiext begin with a godly fermon, from which the 
chriflian readers, and even the , hearers, receive 
much comfort and edification. Now, my book mufl 
appear without all thefe advantages ; for I can neither 
quote in the margin, nor note in the end : nor do I 
know what authors I have imitated, that I may, like 
the reft of my brethren, prefix them to the work in 
"alphabetical order^ beginning with Ariftotle, and 
ending in Xenophon, Zoilus, or Zeuxis, though 
xme was a backbiter, and the other a painter. My 
hiftory muft likewife be puWifhed without po^pis at 
the beginning at leaft, without ^fonnefes written by 
dukes, marquifles, counts, bifhops, ladies, and ce- 
lebrated poets : although, fhouldl make the demand^ 
I know two or three good-natured friends who 
would oblige me with fuch verfes as Ihould not be 
equalled by the moft famous poetry in Spain. 

In a word, my good friend, faid I, fignor Don 
Quixote fhall be buried in the archives of la Mancha, 
until Heaven Ihall provide fome perfon to adorn him 

with thofe -decorations he fcems to wants fori find 
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mjfd£ altogether ua^squal to the tafk^ through infuT-^ 
ficiency and want of learning ^ and Isecaufe I am na- 
turally too baihful and in(&)lent to go in queft df 
authors to fay what I myfelf can fay as well without 
their afliftance* Hence aiofe my thoughtfulnefs and 
meditationj which you will not wonder at, now that 
you have heard the caufe. My friend having Uftenec^ 
attentively to my remonftrance, flapped his forehead 
with the palm of his hand,, and burfting into a loud^ 
laugh : " Fore God ! brother, faid he, I am noiv 
undeceived of an error, in which I have lived daring 
the whole term of our acquaintance ; for I always 
looked upon you as a perXon of priidence and difcre* 
tion ; but now, I fee, you are as far from that cha- 
racter as heaven is diilant from the earth. What I 
h it poflibie that fuch a trifling, inconvenience, fo ea-- 
£ly remedied,- fliould have power to mortify and per* 
plex a genius like yours„ brought to fubh maturity^ 
and fo well calculated to demolifh and furmount much 
greater difficulties ? in good faith this does not pro*-^ 
4;ecd from want of abilility, but from excei&ve indo« 
i'Jnce, that impedes the exercife of reafoa. If you 
would be convinced of the truth of what I aUedge^ 
give me the hearing and in the twinklingof an eye*, 
all your difhculties 0iall Taniihjy,and a remedy be pre-^ 
fcribed for all thoie defeCks which^ you fay, perplex. 

Sour underftanding^.and deter you from ufliering to ^ 
lie light your hiftory of the renowned Don Qmxotc^ 
the luminary and fole mirror of knight-errantry,"' 
Hearing this declaration, Ideiired be wbul^ tell me 
in wliat manner he propofed to fill up the vacuity 
of my apprehenfioo, to difl^ufe Hght^ and reduce to 
order the chaos of my confjifion^ and he replied,- 
<^ Your firft ob}e£kion, namely^ the want of ibanetSy 
epigrams, and comanendatf ry ver£es from perfons of 
rank and gravity, may b«f obviated,, by your taking. 
tlie trouble to compoic tli^ yourfel^ aiid then you- 
may chriften them by any name you (hall think pro- 
ber to choofe^ feathering them upon Breftor John of 
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-the' fndtes, or the emperor of Treblfond, who, I am 
-vrell informed, were very famous poets : and even 
fiiould this intelligence be ^untrue) and a few pedants 
and bachelors of arts (hould back-bite and grumble 
at your t;ondu£ty yeu need not value them tliree far* 
things ; for, although they convift you of a He, they 
cannot cut off the hand that wrote it *. 

With regard to the praflice of quoting in the 
margin, ftich books and authors as have fumiflied 
you with fentences and fayings for the embelliilinient 
of your hiftory, you have nothing to do, but to fea- 
fon the work with fome Latin maxims, which your 
own memory will fuggeft, or a little induftry in 
fearching, eafily obtain : for example, in treating off 
freedom and -captivity, you may fay, " ,Non bene pro 
^oto libertas yenditur auro :'* atnl quote Horace, or 
whom you pkafe, in the margin. If the power of 
death happens to be your fubjeSb, you have at hand, 
^ Pallida mors sequo pulfat pcde pauperum tabernat 
regumque turres.'* And in expatiating upon the 
iove and fricndihip which Godcomma^,is us to en- 
tertain even for our enemies, you may have recoutfe 
to the holy Scripture, though you fliould have never 
fo iitrie curiofity, and fay in the very words of God 
himfelf, ^*Ego autem dico vobis, diligite inimicos 
veftros.'* In explaining the nature of malevolence, 
you may again extract from the Gofpel, " De corde 
*'*eunt cogitatdones maljc.** And the inftability of 
niends may be aptly illuftrated by this diftich of Cato, 
" Donee eris feiex, multos numcrabis amicos ; icm- 
pora fi fuerr* nubilla> folus eris.'* By thefe, and 
other fuch fcrapes of Latin, yon may pafs for an able 
grammarian ; a charader of no fmall honour and ad- 
vantage in theic days» And as to the annotations at 
Ae end of the book, you may fafely furrrifh them in 
ihis manner : when you chance to write about giants, 
be fure to mention <Joliath, and this name alone 
which cofts. you nothing, will afford a grand annota- 
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tion, couched in thefe words : The giant Golias, 
or Goliat, was a Philiftine, whom the fhepherd Da- 
vid flew with a ftone from a fling, in the valley of 
TereVinthus, as it is written in fuch a chapter of the 
book of Kings." 

If you have a mind to difplay your erudition and 
knowledge of cofmography, take an opportunity to 
introduce the river Tagus into your hiftory, and this 
will fupply you with another famous annotation, thus 
expfefl'ed : ** The river l^agus, fo called from a king 
of Spain, takes it rife in fuch a place, and is loft in 
the fea, after having kifled the walls of the famous 
city of Lifbon ; and isfaid to have golden fand.s, &c.'^ 
If you treat of robbers, I will relate the ftory of 
Cacus, which I have by rote. If of harlots, the 
bifhop of Mondoneda will lend you a Lamia, a Lais^ 
and a Flora, and fuch a note will greatly redourtd to 
V iir credit. When you write of cruelty, Ovid vt^ill 
iurrender his Medea. When you mention wizzards 
and enchanters, you will find a Calypfo in Homer, 
and a Circe in Virgil. If you have occafion to fpeak 
of valiant Captains, Julius Csefar (lands ready drawn 
in his own Commentaries ; and from Plutarch you 
may extraft a thoufand Alexanders. If your theme 
be love, and you have but two ounces p£ the Tufcan 
tongue, you will light upon Leon Hebreo, who will 
fill up the meafure of your defire : and if you do not 
cl^oofe to travel into foreign countries, you have at* 
home Fonfeca's treatife, On the love of God, in 
which all that you, or the moft ingenious critic can 
defire, is fully decyphered and difcuflTetl. In a wofd, 
there is nothing more to be done, than to procure a 
number of thcfe names, and hint at their particular 
ftories in your text -, and leave to riie the taflc of mak- 
ing annotations and quotations, wij:h which I'll en- 
^gage, on pain of death, to fill up all the margins, 
'befides four whole flieets at the end of the book. 
Let us now proceed to the citation of authors fo 

6 fre- 
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TrequeRt in other boojcs, and fo little ufed in your 
performance ; the remedy is obvious and eafy : take 
tlie trouble to find a book that quotes the whole 
tribe aJphabetically, as you obferved from Alpha to 
Omega, and transfer them into your book ; and though 
the abfurdity fhould appear never fo glaring, as there 
is no neceffity for ufing fuch names, it will fignify 
nothing. Nay, perhaps, fome reader will be weafc 
enough to believe you have aftually availed yourfelf 
of all thofe authors, in the fimple and fincere hiftory 
you have compofed ; and if fuch a large catalogue of 
writers fhould anfwer no other purpofc, it may ferve 
at firft fight to give fbme authority to the produflion : 
nor will any perfon take the trouble to examine » 
whether you have or have not followed thofe origi- 
nals, becaufe he can reap no benefit from his labour* 
But if I am not miftaken, your book needs none of 
thofe embellifhments in which you fay it is defeftive 5 
For it is one continued fatire upon books of chivalry , 
a fubjeft which Ariftotle never invefligated, St. Bafil 
never- mentioned, and Cicero never explained. The 
punftuality of truth, and the obfervations of aftro- 
logy, fall not within the fabulous relation of our ad- 
ventures ; to the defcripticn of wlrich, neither the 
proportions of geometry, nor the confirmation o^ 
i-hetorical arguments, are of the lead importance .; 
nor hath it any conneftion with preaching, or ming- 
K^g divine truths with human imignation ; a mix- 
ture which nochriftian's fancy fhould conceive. It 
only feeks to avail itfelf of imitation, and the more 
perfciSl this is, the more entertaining the book will 
be : now, as your fole aim in writing, is to invalidate 
the authority, and ridicule the abfurdity of thofe 
books of chivalry, which have, as it were, fafcinated 
the eyes and judgment of the world, and in particu- 
lar of the vulgar, you have no occafion to go a beg- 
ging maxims from philofophers, exortations from 
holy .writ, fables from poets, fpeechcs from oratoi*si 
" ■ » or 
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or miracles from faints ; your bufinefs is, with plain 
figniiicanty well chofen and elegant words, to render 
your periods fonorous, and your ftile entertaining; 
to give fpirit and expreflion to all your defcriptions^ 
and communicate your ideas without obfcurity and 
confufion. You muft endeavour to write in fuch a 
manner as to convert melancholy into mirth, increafe 
good humour, entertain the ignorant, excite the ad- 
miration Of the learned, efcape the contempt of gra« 
vity, and attra£k applaufe from perfons of ingenuity 
and tafte. Finally, let ybuf aim be levelled againil 
that ill-founded bulwark of idle books of chivalry, 
abhorred by many, but applauded by more, which 
If you can batter down, you will have atchieved no 
incoiifiderable exploit.'* 

I liftened to my friend's advice in profound filencCf 
and his remarks made fuch impreflion upon my mind, 
that I admitted them without hcfitation or difpute, 
and refolved that they fhould appear inftead of a 
preface. Thou wilt, tnerefore, gentle reader, per- 
ceive his difcretion, and my good luck in finding 
fuch a counfellor in fuch an emergency j nor wilt 
thou be forry to receive, thus genuine and undif* 
guifed, the hiftory of the renowned Don Quixote dc 
la Mancha, who, in the opinion of all the people 
that live in the diilrift of Montiel, was the moft vir- 
tuous and valiant knight who had appeared for many 
years in that neighbourhood. I (hall not pretend & 
inhance the merit of having introduced thee to fuch 
a famous and honourable cavalier j but I expe6t 
thanks for having made thee acquainted with Sancho 
Panza. in whom I think are united all the fquirifh 
graces which we find fcattered through the whole 
tribe of vain books written on the fubjeft of chivalry. 
So, praying that God will give thee health, without 
forgetting fuch an humble creature as me, I bid thee 
heartily JUrewel. 

7 THE 
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Of th^ qaali ty and anmrfieaiehts of the fenowtied 
DON CiTJlXOTE DE LA Mancha, 

IN a certain comer of la Mancha, the name of which 
I do not chufe to remember, there lately lived one 
of thofe country gentlemen^ who adorn their halls with 
a mfty lance and worm-eaten target, and ride forth 
on the fkeleton of a horfe, to dourfe with a fort of a 
ftarved greyhpund* 

Three-fourths of hisi income were fcarce fufficient 
to afFord a diih of hodge-podge, in which the mutton 
bore * no proportion to the beef, for dinner ; a plate 
of falmagundy commonly at fupper f j gripes and 



* Mutton in Spain is counted greatly preferable to bec(. 
f Sa//>i£on^ which. 18 the word in the original, is no other than 
cold beef iliced, aad catCH with oil, vinegar, and pepper. 

Vol. L ' B grum- 
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Sumblings* on Saturdays^ lentils on Fridays^ and 
e addition of a pigeon or fome fuch thing on the 
Lord's-day. The remaining part of his revenue was 
confumed in the purchafe of a fine black fait, with 
velvet breeches and flippers of the fame, for holy-days ; 
and a coat of home-fpun, which he wore, in honour 
of his country, during the rdl of the week. 

jHe maintained a female houfekeeper turned of for- 
ty, a niece of about half that age, and a truily young 

* Gripes and gmmblbigB, in Spanifli Duefos y ^mehanUs ; the true 
4ncaning of which the former uraniljitors have been at great pains to 
tnveiligate, as the importance of the fubjed (no doubt) required. 
3ut their labours have, unhappily, ended in nothing elfe but conjec- 
tures, vt^iich, for the entertainment and inftru&ion of our readers, 
we beg leave to repeat. One interprets the phrafe into coUop& and 
eggs, '* being" faith he, ^ a very ibrry diflu** In this deciiion, 
however, he is contradided by another commentator, who affirms, 
•< it is a mefs too good to monify withal ;*' neither can this virtuoTo 
agree with a late editor, who tranflatcs the pafiage in qneftion into 
an amlet ; but takes occafion to fall out with Boyer for his dcfcription 
of that dilh, which he moft fagacioufly undedlauds to be a <* bacon 
froize,** or rather fryze, from its being fried, from frit in French ; 
ai)d concludes with this judicious query, '< ^fter all thefe learned 
difquifitions, who knows but the author means a diiE of nichils ?" 
If this wiis his meaning indeed, furely we may venture to conclude, 
that iafting was very expenfive in la Mancha ; fot.the author men- 
tions tlie Ductos y ^drantos among thoTe articles that confumed 
tHree-fourthI of the knight*s income. 

JEiaving coniidered this momentoijis affair with all the deliberation 
It dcferves, we in our turn prefent the reader with cucumbers, greens, 
or peafe-porridge, as the fruit of our induftrious rcfearches ; being 
thereunto determined by the literal fignification of the text, which 
it' not *' grumblings and groanings," as the lad-mentioned ingenious 
, MMi^nator feems-to^ink, but rather pains and breakings; and evi» 
dently points at fuch eatables as generate and expel wind; qualities 
(£t every body knows) eminently inherent in thofe vegetables we 
^^ mentioned as our heroes Satuiday's repail. 

fcllowy 
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fellow, fit for field and market, who could turn his 
hand to any diing, either to faddle the horfe or han* 
die the hough *• 

Out fquirCf who bordered upon fiftr, was of a toogk 
conftitution, extremely meagre, and hard featured^ 
an early ri&r, and in point of exercife, another Mlm-* 
rod t* He is faid to have gone by the name of Quix- 
ada, or Quefada (for in this particular, die authors 
who mention that cifcumftance,difagTee)Jthough,frot» 
the moft probable conjedlures, we may conclude, that 
he was cdled by the fignificant name of Quixadat i 
but this is of fmall importance to the hiftory, in die 
courfe of which it will be fufficient if we fwerve not 
a tittle from the truth. 

. Be it known, dierefore, that this faid honeft gen«> 
tleman, at his leifure hours, which engrofled the great- 
eft part of the year, addicted himfeu to the reading 
of books of chivalry, which he perufed with fuch rap- 
ture and application, that he not only forgot the plea« 
fures of the chace, but alio utterly negleSed the ma-** 
nagement of his eftate : nay, to fuch a pafs did bis ci^ 
liofity and madnefs in this particular drive him, that 
he fold many good acres of Terra Firma, to purchafe 
books of knight-errantry, with which he furmihed his 
library to the utmoft of bis power ; but none of them 
^eaied him fo much as thofc that were written by the 
famous Feliciano dc, Silva, whom he admired as the 
pearl of all authors, for the brilliancy of his jprofe, and 
the beautiful perplexity of his expreflion. How was 
he tranfported, when he read thofe amorous complaints, 
apd doughty challenges,thatfo often occur in his works ! 

, '' The reafon of the unreafonable ufage my reafon 



* Podaicra literally fignifiet a prunitog-hook. 
f In the original, a lover of buntiog. 

\ ^xadai (igntfict jaws, of whick our -knight had an extr^ordv'^.fy 
^oviiloii. 

B a \\%% 
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has met vitly f^ unreafohs my reafon, that I have 
reafon to complain of your beftuty :*\ md bow did he 
enjoy the following flower of compefition \'** The 
high|ieaireq of your dmnky,' wKich with ftars divine- 
ly fiotrtifiea vour bSeauty, and render^ you mefttorious 
of that merit, which by your highnefs is merited.'* 

The poof gentleman loft Ms fenfes in poring over, 
and att^xppting to difcovery the meaniii^ of thef^ afid 
other fucK rhapfodies, which Ariftotle himielf liquid 
not be abfe to unravel, wei^ he to rife from tike dead 
for th^t purpcrfe only. He could net comprehend the 
probability of thpfe direifol wounds, given and receiv- 
ed by Don Bellianis, whofe face, and whole carcafe* 
muft i\ave re.main^4 quite covered with marks and 
fears, even allowing htm to have been cured -by the 
moft expert furgeons of the age in which he lived. 

He, notwithftjinding, beftowed great , coinmen^fa- 
tiong on. the author, who eonckides his book with the 
promife of fihifbing tjiat interminabre adventtii^c \ and 
was more jthan one© indihed to feize the qulll^ with 
a view of periformii^g what was left undone^ nay, he 
would have actually acco^nplilhed the a^ii^ and pub- 
lifhed it accordingly, ha^ , not reSc&ioni of gifeater 
mom^n^t employea his imagination, arid diverted him 
from the execution of that defign. . 

Diver^'ani obftipate w«re the di(pute$ he maintain- 
ed againft the parfon of the parim (a man of fome 
learning, w)>o had taken his dejgrees at Siguenza *), 
on that puzzling cjueftjon, whether Palmerin of Eng- 
land, or. Amadis de Gaul, was the riioft illuftrious 
knight-errant i But mafter Nicholas, whp aSed as 
barber to the village, affirmed, that none of them 
equalled the Kuightof the Sun, or indeed could be 
compared to him in any degree, except Don Galaor^ 



* 9i^uenzaf a town fituated on the batiks o fthe Huiares, in Sevr 
Ca&Ue« kx V'tiich there is a ihv^I.iuuverfity. 

brother 
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^it>flieT cf Aiaadts de Oaul ; for his difpofitbii was 
^apted to all em^rgenciee } he was neither (uch a pre- 
cife, nor fuch a pwing coxcomb as his brother | and 
in point of valour his equal at lead. 

So eager and entatigled was our Hidalgo * in this 
kind of hiftory, that he would often read ^om morn- 
ning to night, and from nifffat to morning 9gain, With- 
out interruption ; till at laic, the moifture of his brain 
being quite exhaufted with indefatigable watching and 
{ludy> he fairly loft his wits : all uiat he had reiid of 
quarrels, enchantments, battles, challenges, wouiids, 
tortureS) amorous complaints, and other improbable 
conceits, took full pofTeffion of his fancy; and he' be • 
lieved all thofe romantic exploits fo implicitly, that» 
in his opinion, the holy fcripture. was not more true. 
He obferved that Cid Ruydias was an excellent kriight ^ 
but not equal to the Lord of the, Plaming-fworcl, who 
'with one back-ftroke had cut two fierce and monftrous 
giants through the middle. He. h^id ilill a; better 
opinion of Bernardo del Carpio, who, at the b.attle of 
Roncevallesj.puc the enchanted Orlando f to death 
by the fame mca;iS that Hercules ufed, when', he 
(Irangled the earth-jborn Anteus. . Ncjither was he fi- 
lent in the praife of Morgante, wTho, ;thbugh of that 
gigantic race which is noted . fqt infbleiice apd inci- 
vility, was perfe4^1y affable and well bred. But Li* 
chief favourite was Reynaldo of Montalbaii, whom he 
hugely admired for h|S prpwefs, in fally ing from hi» 
caftle to rob trayellf^rs, and a,U>ye all things, for Im 



* Hidalgo has miKh the fame npplicatioti in Spain as Sqvife ia feng^ 
fend ; thoogk it llteraUy figni(ie« tke fon of ibmetbiog) in oae^^^ 
diflin(%ion to thofe wh« are the fons of nothing. 

f Orlando, the fuppofed nephew of Charlemagne, and poetical 
htto of Botardo cad AriofW, ib (aid to haire been invubierahle in all 
parts of his body, except the foles of his feet, wh^ch h& therefore 
took care to fecure with double plates of armonr. 

B 3 dexterity 
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dexterity in ftealing that idol of the impoftor Maho- 
met, which, according to the hiftory, was <^folid 
gcJd* For an opportunity of pummelling the* traitor 
* Galalon, he would willingly hiave given his ^'oufe- 
keeper, body and foul, nay and his niece into tht bar- 
gain. In ihort, his underftanding being quite pervert- 
ed, he was feized with the ftrangeft whim tl^jfever 
entered the brain of a madman. This was no cipher 
than a full perfuafion, that it was highly expedient 
and neceflary, not only for his own honour, buf alfo 
foif the good of the public,' that he fliould profeft 
knight-errantry, and ride through the world in arms 
to feek adventures, and conform in all points to the 
pra£iice of thofe itinerant heroes whofe exploits he 
had read ; redreiling all manner of grievances, and 
courting all occafions of expofing hinafelf to ftilch dan- 
gers, as in the event would entitle him to everlafting 
renown. This poor lunatic looked upon himfelf al- 
rezAy as good as feated, by his own (ingle valour, on 
the throne of Trebifond ; and intoxicated with thefe 
agreeable vapours of his unaccountable folly, refolded 
to put his defign in praftice forthwith. 

la the firft place, he cleaned an old fuit of armour^ 
which had belonged to fome of his anceftors, and 
which he found in his garret, where it had lain for 
feveral ages, quite covered over with mouldinefs and 
ruft ; but hiiving fcoured and put it to rights, as well 
as he could, he perceived, that inftead of a complete 
helmet, there was only a fimple head-piece without a 
beaver. This unlucky defeft, however, his induftry 
fupplied by a vizor, which he made of pafte-board, 
and fixed fo artificially to the morrion, that it looked 
like an entire helmet. True it is, that in order to try 



• Galaton is faid to have betrayed Charlemagne*8 army at Ronce- 
▼alles, where it was roughly handled by the Moors, in his retreat 
from Spain* 

* if 



DON QJJ I X O r E. 7 

if it -wzs ftrotig enough to rifk bis jaws in, he unfheath^ 
ed his fword, and beftowed upon it two hearty ftrokesy 
the-Sr/l of which, in a twinkling, undid his whole 
Vfreok's labour. He did not at all approve of the fa- 
cility with which he hewed it in pieces ; and therefore^ 
to fecure himfelf from any fuch danger for the future,, 
we«t to Work anew. He faced it with a plate of ir^n^ 
in fuch a manner, as that he remained fatisfied of its 
ftrength^ without putting it to a fecond trial, and look- 
ed ;upon it as a moll iinifhed piece of armour. 

We* next vifited his horfe, which (though he had 
triqre corners than a * rial, being as lean as Gonela'sy 
-that " tantum pellis*ct ofla fuit") neverthelefs, in his 
eye, appeared infinitely preferable to Alexander's Bu- 
cephalus, or the Cid's Babieca. Four days he confum- 
cd^ in inventing a name for tills remarkabfe deed f 
Toggefting to himfelf what an impropriety it would be, 
if an horfe of his qualities, belonging to fuch a renown-^ 
ed knight, (hould gowithout fome founding and figni- 
ficant appellation : he therefore refolved to accommo-r 
date him with one that flioifld not onlv declare his 

Eaft, but alfo his prefent capacity ; for he thought it 
ut reafonable, that fince his mafter had^ altered his 
condition^ he fliould alfo change his horfe's name^ 
and inveft him with fome fublime and fonorous ep - 
thet, fuitable to the new order and employment he 
profefled : accordingly, after having choien, rcjefted^ 
amended, tortured, and revolved a world of nanies in 
his imagination, he fixed upon Rozinante ffZn ap- 



* Thid is a joke upon the knig^t*^ .ftced, which was fo meagre 
that hi« bones flock out like the corners of » Spaoiih rial, a coin of 
very irregular fliape, not unlike the figure in geometry called Tra» 
fexium, . - 

f J^oaitiante implies that which was formerly aa ordinary horfe^ 
though theakU feems to have been intended by the knight, as a badgd 
•{ diftini^on^ by which hej|(was.ranked.^0r; allothcr hories- 

.. , P ^ pellation. 
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pellationi in his opinion, lofty, fonorou^ and ex» 
preffivc not Qnly of his former, but likewifc of his prc- 
fent fitaation, which entitled him to the preference 
over all other horfes under the fun. Haying thus de- 
nominated his horfe, fo much to his own fatlsraflion^ he 
was defirous of doing himfelf the like juRice, and af- 
ter eight dayi ludy, afiiually aflumed uie title of Don 
Quixote: from whence, as hath been obferved, the 
authors of this authentic hiilory concluded, that his 
former name muft have been Quixadaj and not Que- 
fada, as others are pleafed to afiirm. But recollc6^ing 
that the valiant Amadis, not fatisfied with that finiple 
iippellation, added to it that of his country, and in 
order to dignify the place of his natii^ity, called hini'- 
felf Amadis de Gaul y he refolved, like a worthy knight, 
to follow fuch an illuftrious example, and aflume the 
name of Don Quixote de la Mancha ; which, in his 
jbpinion, fully expreiTed his generation, and at the 
fame time reflected infinite honour on his fortunate 
country. 

Accordingly, his armour being fcoured, his beaver 
fitted to his head -piece, his fteed accommodated with 
a name, and his own dignified with thefe additions^ 
he refle£led, that nothing elfe wa^ wanting, but a la^ 
'dy to infpire him with love 5 for a knight-errant with- 
out^ miftrefs wovdd be like a tree deilitute 6f leaves 
>nd fruit, or a body without a fouL '^ If, faid he, for 
iny fins, or rather for my honour, I fliould engage 
with fome giant, an adventure cqmnion in knight-er- 
rahtry, and overthrow him in the field, by cleav- 
hig him in twain, or in fliort difarm and fubdue him i 
will it not be highly proper that I fhould have a mifl- 
trefs, to whom I may fend my conquered foe, who 
coming into the prefence of the charming f^r, wiU 
fall upon his knees, arid fay, in an hi;mble and fu^ 
mii&ve tone : ^^ Incomparable princefs, I am the giant 
Carculiambro, lord of the ifland jof Malindroaia, who 
being vanqui&ed.in fin^ combat by ^ loviiidble 
. .' toight 
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Icnigfat Don Ouiiote de Ui Mandwt am commandeil 
by him fo prdent myfelf before your beauty, that I 
SD^y be difpofed of according to the pleafure of your 
Idghneb ?^' How did the heart of our worthy kn%ht 
dance with joy, when he uttered this addrefii $ and 
ftifi moret when he foufid a lady worthy of hU af- 
fe^Uon ! Thi89 they fay, was an nale, buom, coun- 
try wendi, called Aldonza Lorenc^i who lived in the 
neighbourhood* dud iriA y^/hom he had formerly been 
in hyye : tholien by all accounts^ ihe nerer knew* nor 

Eve berielf the leaft concern about the matter* Her 
looked ap(m as one qualified, in all refpeAs, to be 
the queen of hii indinatioits 1 and putting his inven^- 
tSon agilia to the rack> for a name that ihottl4 bear 
ibme affinity with her own, and at the fame tim^ be- 
come a ptitidels or l^y^of quality) he determined to 
call her Dukinea del Tobofo, fnt being a native of 
ifa^ pHiee ; a nani£, in his. opiaioH, mufical, romantic^ 
dud exj^redive, like the reft which he had appfopriatc4 
40 faimfisif and hii codcems* 

. C H A P. tt 

Of the fage DoK QvixotE's iirft Cdly fr^m his cr»n 

habitation* 

^TpHESE preparations being made, he cotiM no 
^ iong^ rdSft the defire of executing his defign ^ 
reileding with impatience on the injury his delay oc-> 
cafioned in the worldc where there was abundance of 
gricvarces to be redrefled, wrongs to be rectified, er»- 
Tors tabe amended, abufes to be reformed, and doubts 
to be removed ; he therefore, without communicat- 
ing his intention to any body, oir being feen by a liv- 
ing foul, one morning before day, in the fcorcUng 
month of Juiv, put on his armour, mounted Rozi- 
aante, buckled his ill-contrived helmet, braced his 
target^ feized his lancci and through the back door 

B 5 ^ 
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of his yard, fallied into the fields, in a rapture of joy^ 
occafionedby thiseafy and fuccefsful beginning of his- 
admirable undertaking : but fcarce was he clear of the* 
village, when he was affaulted by fuch a terrible ob* 

{*e£liony as had well-nigh induced our hero to abandon 
lis enterprize dire£ily : for he recoIle£l;ed that he had 
never been knighted j and therefore j according to the 
laws of chivalry, he neither could nor ought to enter 
the lifts with any antagonift of that degree ; nay, even 
granting he had received that mark of diftindion, it 
was his duty to wear white armouryJike a new knight^ 
without any device on his fliield, until fuch time ag. 
his valour mould entitle him to that honour^. 

Thefe cogitations made him waver a little in his 
plan J but his madnefs prevailing over every other con- 
fideration, fuggefted, that he might be dubbed by the 
firft perfon he mould meet, after the example of many 
others who had fallen upon the fame expedient ; a^ 
hehadreadinthofe mAfchievous books which had dif- 
ordered his imagination f«. With refpe^ to the whit€ 
armour, he propofed^ with the firft opportunity, to 
fcour his own, untU it Ihould b6 fairer than ermine:: 
and having fatisfied^his confcience in this manner, Ke- 
porfued his deiign, without following any other road 
than that which his horife was pleafed'to cboofe 5 be- 
ing perfuaded, that in fo doing, he manifefted the- 
ir ue fpirit oi adventure.. Thus proceeded our flam^ 
ihg adventurer,, while ha. uttered, the following foli— 
loquy : 



i^D- 



* According, to the ancient rules of chivalry, no man rrfui intitled * 
tD the rank and degi«e of knighthood^ until he.had^b^iiin adua^l: 
liattlc, and talfen a prifont;r with his own hant^ 

f It was common f«r one knight to dub. another* Fl'ancii L king;^ 
•f France, was knighted, at his own defire, by the d^iefftUer Bayard^ 
wko Was looked upon m the flower of chivalry* 

«^ Doubtw. . 
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•* Donbtlcfs, In future ages, when the true hlfto- 
ry of my famed exploits fhall come to light, the fage 
author, when he recounts my firft arid early fally, will 
cxprefs himfelf in this manner : " Scarce had ruddy 
Phoebus, o'er this wide and fpacious earth, difplayed 
the golden threads of his refulgent hair j and fcarcc 
the little painted warblers with their forky tongues^ 
in fofc^ mellifluous harmony, had hailed the approach 
of rofy-wing'd Aurora, who dealing from her jealous 
hufband's couch, through the balconies and aerial gates- 
of Mancha's bright horizon, flood confefled to won- 
dering mortals j when lo ! the illuflrious knight Don* 
Quixote de la Mancha, upfpringing^ from the lazy 
down,, beflrode fam'd Rozinante his unrivaled deed ; 
and through MontiePs ancient, well-known field (which 
was really the cafe) purfuedhis way.'* Then he added,, 
" O fortunate age ! O happy times I in which fhdlh 
be made public my incomparable atchievementS) wor-- 
thy to be engraved in brafs, on marble fculpturftd^ 
and in painting ihewn, as great examples to futurity I' 
and O I thou fage enchanter, whatfoever thou may ft. 
be, doomed to record the wondrous Ifory F forget not, 
t beieech thee, my triifty Rozinante, the fLxm com- 
panion of my various fate !'* Then making a fudden- 
tranfition,, he exclaimed as if he had been aftually in 
.love, " O Dulcihea, fovereign princefs of this cap- 
tive heart,, what dire affliQion haft thou made me fuf— 
fer, thus, banifhed from thy prefence with reproach,, 
and fettered by thy rigorous command, not: to appear 
again; before tliy beautious face ! Deign,- prinoefs,. to*- 
remember this thy faithful flave,, who now endures; 
fiich mifery for love of thee V* Thefe azid other fuch^ 
rhapfodieshe ilrung together ^, imitating, . as much as^ 
in him by, the ftyle.of thofe ridiculous books whicb*. 
he had read ^.and jogged' along,, in fpifc of 'the fum 
which beamed upon him fo intenfely hot, that furcly^ 
his brains^ if any had remained, would have.been fried* 
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in his flcuU : that >vhole day did he travel^ tn^out en- 
countering any' thing worth mcntionitigj j a circum- 
.ftancc that grieved him fofely, for he had expefted 
to findfdme objeft oft'which he cotxld try the prowcfs 
of his valiant arm •• -.« 

Sonie authors fay his fifft adventure was that of the 
pafs of Lapice ; but others affirm^ thait the Wind-mills 
had the maidenhead of his valour : all diat 1 can aver 
of the matter, in confequenCe bf what I* found' record- 
ed ih the annals of la Mancha, is, that having travel- 
led the 'whole dayi his horfe and he, about ttviKrfif, 
found thcinfelyes exceffiviely* weiaried, and'feilf ^ad 
with hunger ; ahd that looking around "foffoififeWiftlc 
or flieep-cot, in which he might allay the cravings of 
nature, by rcpofe and refreflinlcnt f lie decried; >hot 
far from the road, an inn, which he Ickrk^ tipdn as 
the ftar that would guide him to the porch, if ndtthc 
palace, of his redemption : in this hope, his put fpurs 
to his horfe, and juft in thfe twilight reached the gate, 
where, at that time, there happened to be two ladies 
of the game, who, being on their journey to Seville, 
with the carriers, had chanced to take up their iright's 
lodging in this place. * 

As our heroes imagination converted whatfocrer 
he faw, heard, ox confidered, into fomething df 
-^hich he hiad read in books of chivalry^ he no fooiier 
perceived the inn, than his fancy reprefentfed it as a 
flately caftle widi its four towers and pinnacles of 
fliining filver, accomodated with a draw-bridge, deep 
j|;noat, and all other conveniencies that are defcribed 

as belonging to buildings of that kind. 

» i .» 

' ** He m%ht have intitated the yeuDg knight ittcrltie^ m Perco* 
&Kft, <wha having been dubbei by king Alexander, rode into a wood, 
and attacked the trees with fuch huy and addrefs, ttatt the kin|^ and 
lus who{e'cottrt wai conviiKed of his (fcr^eft aBd dexte^itr. 

^ When 
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When he was within a findl diftance of this mUf 
Which to him feemed^ caftle, be drew bridle, and 
ftopt Ro2inaatei in hope that feme dwarf would ap- 
pear ttpon the battlements, and figniff hit anriyal by 
found of trumpet : but aa this ceremony was not 
performed fo ibon as he expedied, and his fteed ex- 
prefied great eagemeis to be in the ftable ; he rode 
up to the gate) and obfervino; the battered wenches 
before-mentioned, mtftook mem for two heatttifiil 
maidens, - or agreeable ladies, enjoying the eool 
breeee at the caftle*gate* At that iniftant a fwfn&- 
herd, who in a field luird by, was tending a dfoteof 
hogs (with' leave be it-fpoken), chanced to blow hts 
'horn, in brd^tf to colled his fcattercd fnbjeds : im- 
-me£a€dy the knight's expe£btcion was fidfiiled, aind 
eonckiding that now the dwarf had given die fignai 
of his approach, he rode towards the inn with- inft- 
iiite fatisfaiaioii. The ladies no fooncr perceived 
^uch fir ftrange fignre, armed widi iaitce and target, 
than fkey were feizod with conftevnati^n, and ite ' 
^fffi%hted to the gate ; blu Don Quixote, g«effing 
"flidr ' teirror by their itighr, lifted up his pzttt-hbsrd 
'vizdr, and difcovering his meagre lantbora jaws he^ 
<&i0ifr^*widi duft, addrdfed them thus, widi gentle 
tinct M& ootfrteoiHi demeanotir : ^* Fly me noe^ &di<;s, 
•nor^dread Hit leaft affrcmtv for it belongs not to^ 
onjer of -knighthood, whkh I profefs^ to injure any 
dibrtal, mucS kfs fiich high^sovn dc^fels as your ap- 
-jfearanee dtfdlare^ you to* be." 

The '^miches, wtio flared at him trith all th^ 
cutiofitf, in^oi^der to difcove^ his fact, which the 
4bfry ^ beavet ^co)icealed, heatiiftg' themfehi^ ftyfed 
l!)OH-i«a:>ftttr tshA'Mdfii/S, an epithet fo^f^oiigA to their 
'pm^R^flSoii, e#uld oOnt«ln themfeltes -M longer, bat 
Duril out into fuch a fit of laughing, th&t Don Quixbte, 
being offended, rebuked them in thefe words: 
** Nothing is fktare eoinmesdsMe in beautiful women 

^■> than 
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than modefty; and nothing more ridiculoui tlian 
laughter porcecding from a flight caufe : but this^^I 
mention not as a reproach^ by, which I may incur your 
indignation ; on the CQntraiy> my intention is only to 
do you fervicc." 

This addrefs^ which was wholly unintelligible t<y 
the ladies, together with, the ludicrous appearance of 
him who pronounced it, increafed their mirth, which, 
kindled the knight^s anger, and he began to wax 
MTTOth, when luckily the landlord interpofed. This 
innkeeper, who, by reafon of his unwieldly belly, was 
of a pacific difpofition, no fooner beheld the prepof— 
terous figure of our, hero, equipped with fuch Ut^ 
fuited accoutrements as his bridle, lance, target>. and' 
corflet compofed, than he was feized with an incli^ 
liation to j.oin the nymphs in their unfeafonable metr' 
riment ; but being jullly afraid of iiicenfing the owner 
of fuch unaccountable furniture, he refolvisd to be- 
have civilly, and accordingly accofted him in thefe 
words : ** Sir knight, if your worfliip wants lodging^, 
you may be accommodated in this inn with every 
iliiug in great abundance except a bed j for at pre- 
fentwe have not one unengaged." Don Qmxote 
perceiving the humility of the governor of the caftle^ 
for fuch he fuppofed the landlord to be,, anfweredt 
"For me, fignor Caftellano, any thing will fuffice 5. 
my drefs is armour, battles ray repofe, &c.'* Mine 
.hoft imagining that he called him Caftellano*, be<- 
caufe he looked like a hypocritical rogue y though in^ 
deed he was an^ Andalufian^ bomon the coail of St.. 
huQZVfM great a ^ief asCacus, and morednifchievous 
thanaftollegian or page,, replied with a ifneer, •* If 
that be the cafe,, I fuppofe your woxihip's couch is np 
Qthex than the flinty rock, and your HL^fiJi pergetual 



*• SiuuiJe C^cUa fic;nifie5 a crafty knave. 

wakings.; 



DON QJJ I X O T E. IS 

wiking ; fo that you may alight with the comfortable 
aflurance^ that youwilLfindin this manfion^ coi^ 
tinual opportunities of defying ileep, not only for 
one nighty but fov a whole year, if you pleafe to try 
the experiment.'* With thefe words, he laid hold of 
of the ftirrup of Don Quixote^ who difmounting 
with infinite p»n and duBculty, occafioned by hts 
having tranr elied all day long without any refreihment^. 
bad the landlord take fpccial care of l}is fteed i for> 
he oibierved, a better piece of horfe-fleih had never 
broke bread* 

The innkeeper, tho' with all his penetration he 
could not difcern any qualities in Rozinante. fufK- 
cient to juftify one h^lf of what was f^d in his praifCy 
led him civilly into the ftable, and having done the 
honours of the place, returned to receive the com- 
mands of his other gueft, whom he found in the 
hands of the high-boKn damfels, who havii^ by this- 
time reconciled themfelves to him, were bufied in 
taking oflF his armour: they had already difencum- 
beied him of his back and breaft-plates,.but could 
£ill upon no method of difengaging his head and 
neck from his'ill-contrive4 helmet ano gorget, which 
were £aft. tied with green ribbons, the gordian; kno^. 
of which no human hands could loofe : and he would*, 
by no: mean^, allow them to .be cut v fo that he re-^ 
mained all night armed. from the throat upwards* 
and aHbrded as odd and comical a fpe£lacle: as evor 
feen.*.. While, thefi: kiiid har.ri4an8j), whom he 

fuppofed: 



■*!- 



* Thit cirrumlbuicc of the kdies difarmlng the knight, ii exadly 
(tjOBformable to the pradice of duvalrf. : tho* hb refiufiog to Ivf 
^^ h^ hehnct i^ ao.great. argument of.hi».couitef]r or attachmcot- 
tfi the Uwft- and cnftotns of- hie prqfeilion ; ^or, anu^ng kntghtt, it WM 
Ipoked uj^on u w iad2f£<»£iUc laark of. rcfgei^ ta.ajgpf^r withqi|t 
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fuppofed td be the eonftabte's lady ftnd <f iu^h^er, 
employed in t^U tofpi table ofiice, he faid to &eiii 
with a fmilc of incohouivable plcafurc, ♦* Never was 
fcai^ht fo honoiired bf the fervice of iadie* as Don 
* <;^i&dte when be firft ttifaeted hitofelf into the world ; 
laSies miniftered unto him, and princeiTesfodk charge 
' of hie R03&inante. O Rozinante! (for theit, fatr 
Jadies, is the name of my fteetL and Don Q^pte 
de la Mancha the appetlation of his msifter) not Am^ 
I intend to have difeloibd ifiyfelf until iht4c4^ 
atchievcd in your fervice fliould have made flic known j 
fcut^ in order to accommodate my prefent fixation to 
-that venerable romance of Sir Lancelot, I «tn obliged 
' to difcottr my name a Httle prematurely i yet the 
time ^11 comei when yout highneffee ihall commTtnA, 
and I will obey, and the valonr of ^lisarm leftify ■ 
'the defire 1 feel of beitigyont flaye/* 

The charmers whom nature never d^fign^ to ^- 
|k>ie to fa^h ei^traordinary coftipKments, anfwered 
iKft a fyUable, but aflccd If he ehoffe to have any thing 
-for fuppet? To whidi kind qu^ftion Don Quixote 
replied, that from tht information tf his boiras, he 
bellied nothing eataHe could come antifs* A»k 
was Unluckily a meagre day, the inn afforded no 
other fare tba'ri fome bundles of that fifli which is 
'callfed Abadexo in Caftilc, Badcalao in An^luSa^ 
' CuradiHo in fome parts oi Sjiain^ and Trirchuefia in 
'Others : fo that they enquired if his tvorftip cpulij eat 
"^YrUchuelaj for there was no other fifli to be bad. 
••• A dumber of troutlings, anfwered the knight, will 
pleafe me as much as one trout : for, in my opinion^ 



'fhe Refanet k elmrcfc, aid in iYic ptekmcc at ladirt^ or re^c^abfc 
^perfonagcTs ;' and hideed, in tHpfc iron tinies. this was cbnfidercd is a 
'ftW^ry ittark and proof of pcad«ablc intention: hence Wc deri^ 
^the cttftob Of Hifl^overiag the head b ftdtftttiiott, 

' eight 
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tight fingle ri:^ are equiralent to one piece of eight ^ 
befides, thofe troutUngs may be as, much prefeiable 
to trouts^ as veal is to oeef, or lamb to mutton * : be 
that as it will, let the fifli be immediatlj produced ; 
for the toil and burthen pf arms are not to be borne 
withot fatisfying the cravings of the ftomach." A 
table being therefore covered at the inn door, for the 
benefit of the cool air, mine hoft brought out a cut of 
BaccalaO) wretchedly watered, and viuainoufly cook- 
ed, with a loaf as black and greafy as his gueft's own 
armour: but his manner of eating afforded infinite 
fubjed for mirth : for his head being inclofed in his 
helmet, and the beaver lifted up, his own hands 
coukl be of no fcrvice in reaching the food to his 
mouth : and therefore one of the ladies undertook to 
perform that office ; bat they found it impofiible to 
convey drink in the fame* manner s and our hero muft 
4iave^made an uncdmfortable meal, if the landlord 
had not bored a cane, and putting one end of it in 
his mouth pouted feme wine intb.th^ other ; an ope- 
ration he endured with patience, rather than fufiFer the 
ribbons of his helmet to be dcftrc^ye J, 

While they were thus employed a fow-gclder hap^ 
pcned to arrive at the inn, and ^(rinding three or four 
blafts with his horn, confirmed Don Quixote in his 
opinion, that he fat in fome facred cafile, entert^in«- 
ed with mufie during his tepaft, "^hich, confiftihg of 
delicate troutline and bread of tht fineft flour, was 
ferved up, not by a brace of harlots, and a theiviih 
innkeeper, but by the fair hands of two beautiful 
ladies, and the courteous governor of the place 
This conceit jAiftified* his undertaking,- ^nd rendered 
him very happy in the fuccefs of his firft fally; but 
he was mortified, when he recolle£led that ne was 

*' In tke origiad, br kid to ke-geti. 
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not as yet knighted : becaufe he thought that he could 
not lawfully atchieve any adventures without having 
been firft invcfted with that honourable order. 



CHAP. IIL 

The diveribg expedient Don Quixote falls upon 

in order to be knighted.. 

pjArafled by this reflexion, he abridged his forry 
•*• •*• meal, and called for the landlord, with whora 
having ihut himfelf up in the ftable, he fell upon his 
knees, and addreiled the fuppofed conftable in tliefe 
words : ** Never will I arife from this fuppliant pof^ 
ture, thrice valiant knight, until your courtefy (hall 
grant the boon I mean to beg ; a boon, that will not 
only redound to your particular praife, but alfo to 
the ineitimable benefit of mankind in general*.** 
The innkeeper hearing; fuch difcourfe t)rocee4 from 
the mouth of his gueft who kneeled beiore him, was 
aftonifhed ; and gazed at our hero, without know- 
ing what to fay or do : at length, however, he in- 
treated him to rife ; but this requeft was- abfolutely 
refufed, until he afTurcd him that his boon (hould be 
granted. ** Signor," faid Don Quixote, "1 could 
expeft no lefs from the courtefy of your magnificence ; 
I will now therefore tell you, that the boon which I 
have begged, and obtained from your generofity, is, 
that youvwill, to-morrow morning, vouchfafe to con- 
fer upon me the order of knighthood. This night 
will I v-^-.tch my arms in the chapel of your caftle ; 
that the morning, as I faid, may fulfii my eager de- 



* This reqtifeft was a. little prcmatare, mafmuch as the pra^ice 
of chivialry did not authotife the fappliant to aik a boon of his godr 
father, until be was dubbed, and then he had a right to demand it. 

fire. 
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fire, and enable me, as I ought, to trarcrfc the four 
comers of the world, in fearch of adventures for the 
relief of the diftreffcd, according to the duty and 
office of chivalry, and of thofe knights-errant, in imi- 
tation of whom my genius is ftrongly addi£led to 
fuch atchievements/* 

The landlord, who, as we have already obfcrvcd, 
was a fort of a wag, and had from the beginning 
fufpefted that his lodger's brain was none of the 
foundeft, having heard him to an end, no longer en- 
tertained any doubts about the matter ; and, in order 
to regale himfelf and tlie reft of his guefts with a difli 
of mirth, refolved to humour him in his extravagance^ 
With this view, he told him, that nothing eould be 
more juft and reafonable than his requeft, his con- 
ceptions being extremely weil fuited, and natural to 
fuch a peerlefs knight as his commanding prefencc 
and gallant demeanour demonftrated him to be ; that 
he himfelf had, in his youth exercifed the honourable 
profeffion of errantry, ftrolling from place to place 
in queft of adventures, in the courfe of which he did 
not fail to viiit the fuburbs of Malaga, the ifles of 
Riaran, the booths of Seville, the maricet-place of 
Segovia, the olive-garden of Valencia^ the little 
tower of Grenada, the bay of St. Lucar, the fpout 
of * Cordova, the publick-houfes of Toledo, and mzn'f 
other places in which he had exercifed the dexterity 
of his hands as well as the lightnefs of his heels, 
doing infinite mifchief, courting widows without num- 
ber, debauching damfels, ruinmg heirs,, and, in (hort^ 
making himfelf known at the bar of every tribunal in 
Spain : that, at length, he had retired to the caftle. 



* literally the colt of Cordora, becaufe the water gitlhes out of a 
fountain, refemhling an horle*8 mouth. Thefe are places of reibrt 
frequented by thieves and fhaxpers. 

where 
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where he lived on his own means, together with thoie 
of other people ; accommodating knights-errant of 
every quality and degree, folety on account of the 
alTedion he oore to them, and to the coin which they 
parted with in return for his hofpitality. He more- 
over informed him, that there was no chapel in tliie 
caftJe at prefent, where he could watch his armour, 
it having been dcmolifhed in order to be rebuilt, but 
that, in cafe of neceflity, as he very well knew^ he 
might choofe another place j that the court-yard of 
the caftle would very well ferve the purpofe, where, 
when the knight fhould have watched all night, he 
the hoft, would in the morning, with God s per- 
miffion,^ perform all the other ceremonies required^ 
and create him not only a knight, but fuch a one as 
ihould not have his fellow in the whole univerfe^ 

He then aiked, if he carried any money about w^ith 
him, and the knight replied, that he had not a foufe ; 
^forhehad never read in the hiftory of 'knights er- 
rant, that they had ever troubled themfelves with any 
fuch incumbrance- . The innkeeper aiTured him that 
he was very much miftaken ; tor, that though no 
fuch circumflance was to be found in thofe hlitories^ 
the authors having thought it fuperftuoiis to mention 
things that wer^ fo plainlv neceflary as money and 
clean fliirts, it was not to be fuppofed that their he- 
toes travelled without fupplies of both ; he might, 
therefore, take it for granted and uncontrovertible, 
that all thofe knights, whofe aftions are fo volumin- 
oufly i^corded, never rode without their purfes well* 
lined in cafes of emergency * ^ not forgetting to carry a 

ftock 



* Here the landlord was more felfiih than obiervant of the cuftomt 

of chi^bry; lor knights were adually exempted from all expence 

whatever ; except when damages were awarded againft them in t 

■ court 
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ftock of linen, with a fmall box of ointment to cure tbe 
around? they might receive in the cousfe of their ad-* 
venturcs^V forit was 'not to be imagined, tha( any 
other relief ♦wasr' to be had every time Aey (hould 
have occasion to fight, and be wounded in fields and 
deferts; unlefs they were befriended by fome fagc 
enchanter, who would affift them, by tranfporting 
through the air, in a cloud, fome damfel, or dwarf, 
with a cordial of fuch virtue, that one drop of it 
would in^antly cure them of their bruifes and wounds, 
and make them aa found as if no fuch mifchance had 
happened t but the knights of former ages, who had ; 
no luch affiflance to dq^end upon, laid it down as a' 
couflant maxim, to order their fquires to provide 
themfelves with money and odier neceflarics, fuch as 
ointment and Imt for immediate application : and 
when thfe knight happened to* be without a fquire, 
which was very feldom the cafej he himfeJf kept' 
them in very fmall bags, that hung fcarce perceptible 
at his horfe's rump, as if it were a treafure of much 
greater importance. Though indeed, except upon 
fuch an occafion, that of carrying bags was not much 
for the. honour of knight-errantry ; for which reafon, 
he advifed Don Quixote, and now that he was on the 
brink of being his godfon, he might command him,' 
never thenceforward to travel without money, and 
thofe other indifpefifible neceffaries, with which he 
(hould provide himfelf as foon as poffible ; and then 
he would, when he leaft thought of at, find his ac- 
count in having made fuch provifion. 



court of juftice; and in that cafe they paid for their rank. This 
thty looked upon as a mark of their prcheminence ; in ccnfcquence 
of which, at the §e^e of Duu U Hoy, in the year 141 1, each knjght ' 
was ord.ered to c^iry ejjg^ht fafcines, while the f<^uire was ^ult for half ' 
the number. ■ \ ^ 

The 
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The knight promifed to follow his advice with aK 
deference and punctuality ; and thereupon received, 
orders to watch his armoyr in a large court on one 
fide of the inn, where, having gathered the feveral 
pieces on a heap, he placed them in a ciftem that be- 
longed to the well ; then bracing on his target and 
grafping his lance, he walked with courteous demea- 
nour backward and forward before the ciftern, be- 
^nning this knightly exercife as foon as it wa$ dark *• 
The roguifh landlord having informed every lodger 
in his houfe of our hero's frenzy, the watching of 
his armour, and his expectation of being dubbed a 
knight \ they were aftoniihed at fuch a peculiar ftrain 
of madnefs, and going out to obferve him at a dif- 
tance, beheld him with filent gefture fometimes {talk- 
ing along, fometimes leaning on his fpear, with his 
eyes fixed upon his armour, for a confiderable fpace 
of time. Though it was now night, the moon ihone 
with fuch fplendour as might even vie with the fource 
fpm which (he derived her brightnefs ; fo that every 
npiotion of our noviciate was diftinftly perceived by 
ail prefent. At this inflant, a carrier, who lodged in 
the inn, cook it in his head to water his mules, and 
it being iieceiTary for this purpofe to clear the ciftem, 
he went to lift off Don Quixote's armour; when a loud 
voice accofted him in thefe words: " O thou ! who- 
foeyer thou art, bold and infolent knight, who pre- 
fiimeft to touch the armour of the moft iraliant errant 
that ever cirded himfelf with cold iron, confider what 
thou art about to attempt, and touch it not, unlefs 



* This cuftom of watching armour m church or chapel, was a re- 
ligious duty impofed upon knights, who ufed to confume the whole 
night in prayer to fome faint, whom they cho£e as tt^eir patron ; and 
this ezercife of devotion was performed on the night preceding the 
faid faint's day. The fame ceremony w^ ohiierved ^ tho& who 
were fcntcDced to the combat proof. 

8 thou 
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Aou art defirous of yielding thy life as the price of 
thy temerity." 

, The carrier far from regarding thefe threatSi which 
bad be regarded his own carcalie he would not hare 
defpifed, laid ho^ on the facred depofit^ and threw 
it piecemeal into the yard with all his might. Don 
Quixote no fooner beneld this profanation, than lift- 
ing op his eyes to heaTen, and addrefflng himfelf, in 
all likelihood, to his miftrefs Dulcinea» he faid: 
^ Grant me thy afliftance, dear lady of my heart I 
ii^ tlus infult o^ered to thy lowly yaflal, and let me 
not be deprived of thy favourable proteftion in this 
my firft perilous atchievement." Having uttered this, 
and fome other ejaculations, he quitted his target, 
and raifing his lance with both hands, bellowed it 
with fuch good will upon the carrier's head, that he 
fell proftrate on the ground, fo effectually mauled, 
that, had the blow been repeated, there would have 
peen no occafion to call a furgeon* This exploit be- 
ing performed, he replaced his armour, and returned 
to his walk, which he continued with his foriner 
compofure. 

. It was not long before another carrier, not know- 
ing what had happened to his companion, who ftill 
^ay without Yehfe or motion, arrived, with the fame 
intention of watering his mules, and went ftraight 
^P to the cittern, in order to remove the armour ; 
^'hen Don Quixote, witliout fpeaking a fyllable, or 
^ing leave of. any hving foul, once more quitted 
n« target, and lifting up his lance, made another ex- 
periment of its hardneis Upon the pate of the fccond 
tmier, which failed in the application, giving way 
ni four different places. At the noife of this encoun- 
^^i every body in the houfe, innkeeper and all, came 
running to the field, at fight of whom Don Quixote, 
"latching up his target and drawing his IWofS^ pro- 
^«>^ccd aloud, «* O lady ! of tranfccndcnt beauty^ 

the 
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the force and vigour of my enfeebled heart ! now, H 
ever,' is the time for thee to turn thy princely eyed 
on this thy caitiff kinght, who i3 on uie eve of io 
mighty an Jtdventurc**' "So' faying, he feemed to have 
acquired fuch courage, that had he been afiaulted by' 
all the Carriers in tbcuniverfe, he would not have re- 
treated one ftep. 

The companions pf the wounded, feeing how their 
friends^ had .been handled j began, at a diflance, to 
difcharge a Ihowcr of ftones upon the^ Icnight, who, 
as well as he* could, fheltered himfelf under his fhield, 
not daring to leave the cifterri, lefl fome mifcltante 
ihould happen to his armour. The iilnkeeper called 
aloud, entreating theih tof leave off, "for, as he had 
told them before, the min being mad, would be ac- 
quitted on accbiint of his lunacy, even tho* he fhould 
put every foul of them td death. At the fame time 
Don Quixote, in a voice louder ftill, upbraided them 
as cowardly traitors,* and called the conftable of the 
cattle a worthlefs and bafe-bbm knight, for allo^irlng 
his gueft to be treated in fuch an inhofpitable man- 
ner; fwearing, that if he had received the honour 
of knighthood, he would make him repent his dif- 
courteous behaviour. ** But as for you, faid he, ye 
vile, ill mannered fcum, ye are beneath niy notice. 
Difcharge, approach, come forward, and annoy me as 
much as you can, you (hall foon fee what reward you 
will receive for your infolent extravagance." Thefe 
words, delivered in a bold and refolute tone, ftruck 
terror into the hearts of the afTailants, who, partly 
for this mfenace, aad partly on account of the land- 
lord's perfuafion, gave over their attack ; while he, ori 
his fide, allowed the wounded to retire, and returned 
to his watch, with his former eafe and tranquillity. * 

Thefe pranks of the knight were riot at all to the 
liking bf the landlord, who refolved to abridge the 
ceremony, and beftow this unlucky order of knight- 
hood 
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hood Immediately^ before any other mirchief (houM 
happen. Approadufig him therefore, he difclaimed 
the infolence vnth which his guelt had been treated by 
thofe faucy plebeians, without his knowledge or con- 
fent ; and obierved that they had been juftly chaftifed 
For their impudence : that, as he had told him be** 
fore, there was no chapel in the caftle, nor indeed, 
for what was to be done, was it at all neceffary ; no- 
thing of the ceremony now remaining unperformed, 
except the cufF on the neck, and the thwack on the 
fhoulders, as they are prefcribed in the ceremonial of 
the order ; aiid that this part mieht be executed in 
the middle of a field : he afTured him alfo, that he 
had punftually complied with every thing that regard- 
ed the watching of his armour, which might nave 
been finiflied in two hours, though he had already re- 
mained double the time on that duty. Don Quixote 
believing every fyllable that he fpoke, faid, he was 
ready to obey him in all things, and befought him 
to conclude the matter' as foon as poflible : for, in 
cafe he fhould be attacked again, after having been 
knighted, he would not leave a foul alive in the caftle^ 
except thofe whom he fhould fpare at his requeft. 

The conftable, alarmed at this declaration, imme- 
diately brought out his day-book, in which he kept 
an account of the barley and ftraw that was expended 
for the uic of the carriers, and attended by a boy with 
d candle's end in his hand, together with the two 
ladies before mentioned, came to the place wVi'\-e 
Don Quixote ftood : then ordering him to kneel be- 
fore him, mumbled in his manual, as if he liad be{.n 
putting up fome very devout petition •, in tlie mldifc of 
which he lifted up his hand, and gave him an hearty 
thump on the neck ; then with the flat of his own 
fword, bellowed an handfome application acrofs his 
(boulders, muttering ^11 the time between his teeth, 
as if he had been employed in fome fervent cjaru-a- 
Vol. L C t4on. 
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tion *» This article being fulfilled, he commanded 
Ctie of the ladies to gird on bis fword, an office fhe 
performed with great dexterity, and difcretion, of 
"^hich there was no fmallneed to reftrain her laughter 
.at each particular of this ftrange ceremony: but th^ 
e'ffefts they hau already feen of the knightV difpofi-r' 
tion, kept their mirth efFeftually under the rein. 

When this good lady had girded on his fw=or43^ 
*^ Heaven pref(^rve your worfliip ! adventurous knight, 
faid fhe, and make you fortunate in all your encoun- 
ters." Don Qjiixote then begged, to know her name, 
that he might thenceforward underfland to whom he 
was obliged for the favoiir he had received at her 
hands, and to whom lie might afcribe fome part of 
the honour he fhould acquire by the valour of his in- 
vincible arm. She anfwered with great humility, that 
her name was Tobofa, daughter of an honeft botcher 
in Toledo.; who lived in one of the flails of Sancho 
Minaya : that fhe fhould always be at Jiis fervice, and 
jacknowledge him for her lord and mafler. The 
k;night proff fTed himfelf. extremely obliged to her for 
her love ; and begged flie would, for the future, dig-» 
nify her name by calling herfelf Donna Tobofa. This 
requeft (lie promifed faithfully to comply with ; and 
a, dialogue of the fame kind pafTed between him an4 
the other lady who buckled on his fpur : when lie 
afked her name, fhe told him it was Molliaera ; an4 
that her father was an honourable miller of Ante-i* 
quera. Don Quixote entreated her alfo, to ennoble 
h^r name with the fame title of Donna, loaded her 
with thanks, and made a tender of his fervice. Thefe 
hitherto unfeen ceremonies being difpatched, as it 



* The flap on the fhoulders aod the box on the ear.bgn^h^-} 
ftowed| the godfather pronounced, " In the name of God, St. Michfte}» 
49d< St, Gegr^fi I dub thcc knight i be worthy, bold, and loyal.*' 
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were wiA poftJiaflse, T)<m Qutaore^ imptdent to fgs 
Aimfelf on horfebacfc, in queft <rf advemnrea, faddle* 
and mounted Rozinante forthwith, md flmbnetac bit 
Aoil, uttered fuck a firange rhapibdjF of tliankv ftr hi* 
haring duUed him kn^t, that it is tmpoffible (» rb* 
hearfe die complitaent. The landiottl, in order t a 
get rid of him the fooner, anfwered in terms no-lefi 
eloquent, though f<»nething more laconic, and let him 
man* off in bz^j hoar, without demandlnff on* 
•Mttung for his lodging. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of what btfel our knight, when he Rallied from the 

inn^ 

P, ,T^ f^'y in Ae morning when Don Quixote 
rallied from the mn, fo well fatisfied, fo frnwhtlv 
and lo^glad to fee himfelf invt:ft;d.%rith tho ordir of 
ksighthood, tliat the very girths of his horfe vibrated 
with jqy: but, remembering his landlord's advice; 
w!S l^-^ ■ -° *^ "f eflaries he ought to carry along 
w.th him, in particular the rtioney and clean fkirts, 
i.G rcfolvcd to return to his own houfe, and funUfli 
hunfetf not only with thefe; but alfo M-ith a fquit* 
1 or thi» office he fixed, in his own mind, upon a poor 
plougfeman wIk, lived in hb neighbourhood, maintai,^ 

all refpeas qualified for the lower fervices ol^chivalry. 
\Wth th.8 view he fteex«l hiscourfe homeward ; and 
Hozmante, as ,f he had gueffcdthe knight's iiten^ 
^J: ^l^'^T^,^''^ f"ch alacrity alid: nimble, 
ground """^ ^^"^^ «» '"^'^ th« 

Bar^nf^"^ not^travellcd far, xithen from the thickcflj 
part of a wood tha* grew on . his. right hand, his eai. 
was fainted with fliriU repeated one!, which feemed 
w jiiue from the mouth of feme creature in grievous 

C Z diftr^fs. 
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diftrcfs. No fooner did our hc^o hear this lament- 
atioiii than he exclaimed, ^' Heaven be praifed for 
the favour with which it now indulges me, in giving 
me an opportunity fo foon of fulfiHing the duties of 
my profeffion, and reaping the fruit of mv laudable 
intention I Thefe cries doubtlefs proceed nrom feme 
inifecable male, or female, who ftands in need of my 
immediate aid and protection :" Then turning Rozi- 
aante, he rode towards the place whence the com- 
plaint feemed to come, and having entered, the wood 
a few paces, he found a mare tied to one oak/ and a 
lad about fifteen, naked from the waift upwards, made 
fail to another. This viras he who fcreamed fo pi- 
teoufly, and indeed not without reafon ; for a fturdy 
peafant was employed in making applications to his 
carcafe with a leathern ftrap, accompanying each 
rtripe with a word of reproof and advice. Above all 
things, laying upon him ftrong injunctions, to ufe 
his tongue IciSj and his eyes more : the young fellow 
replied, witli g/'iCat fervency, " I will never do fo 
again, mailer, fo help me God ! I won't do fo any 
more, but, for the future, take more care, and ufc 
more difpatch." 

Don Quixote obferving what paiTed, pronounced 
aloud with great indignation : ** Difcourteous knighti 
it ill becomes thee to attack one who cannot defend 
himfelf : mount thy fteed, couch thy lance, (for there 
was aftualiy a lance leaning againft the tree to which 
the mare was tied) and I will make thee fenfible of the 
cowardice of the atlion in which though art now en- 
gaged." . The peafant feeing this'»lrange figure, buc- 
kled in armour, ,a,nd brandifhing a lance over his head, 
was mortally afraid, and with great humility replied : 
** Sir knight this lad whom I. am chaftifing, is my own 
fervant, hired to keep a flock of (heep, which feed in 
thefe fields', but he is fo negligent, that every day J 
loie one of the number^ and becaufe I puniih nim for 
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his carclefliiefs, or knavery; he fays that 4 fcourge him 
out of avarice, ratlier than pay him his wages ; though, 
upon ipy confcience, and as I (ball anfwer to God, 
he tells a lie." " How ! a lie, before me, bafc caitif, 
cried Don Quixote ; by the fun that enlightens this 
globe, I have a good mind to thnift this lance through 
thy body ! pay the young man his wages ftrait, with- 
out reply, or, by the power that rules us, I will finifli 
and annihilate thee in an inftant ! unbind him there- 
fore without hefitation." 

The countryman hung his head, jmd without fpeak- 
ing a fyllable, untied his man $ who, being aflccd by 
the knight, how much money was due to him, faid his 
maftcr owed him for three quarters at the rate of fix 
rials a month. His deliverer having caft it up, found 
that the whole amounted to fixty-fliree rials, and or- 
dered the peafant to diibnrfe them inftantly, unlefs he 
had a mind to perifli under his hands. The affrighted 
farmer affirmed, bv the grievous fituatton in which 
he vrzs^ and the earn he had already taken, though, by 
the bye/he had taken no oath at all, that the fum did 
not amount to fo much ; for that he was to difcount 
and allow for three 4>air of ihoes he had received, and 
a rial for two bleedings while he was fick. *' Grant- 
ing t&at to be true, replied Don Quixote, the (hoes 
«id the bleeding (hall ftand for the ftripes you have 
given him without caufe; for, if he has wore out 
the leather of the fhoes that you paid for, yoa have 
made as free widi the leather of his carcafe \ and if 
the barber let out his blood when he was fick, yoU' 
have blooded him when he was well 5 he therefore 
ftands acqujtted of thefe ddbts." *• The misfortune^ 
Sir knight, faid the peafant, is this ; I have not coin 
about me $ but if Andrew will go home to my houfe^ 
I will pay him honeftly in ready money.'* " Gow^lh 
you, cried the lad, the devil fetch me if I do ! no, ro,- 
mafter, I muft not think of that ; were I to go home 

C 3 with 
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with him alone^ he would flay me like another St. 
Bartholomew." " He won't do fo, replied the kniglit, 
))ut fiieMT more regard to my commands ; and if he 
will fwcar to me by the laws of that order of knight- 
hood which he has received, that he will pay you your 
M^ages, I will fet him free and warrant the payment." 
*^ Lord, how your .worfliip talkjs ! faid the b^ ^ this 
piafter of mine is no gentlemaiii nor.has he received 
smy order of knighthood^ but is known by the name 
of rich John Haldudo, and lives in the neighbourhood 
of Quintanar." *^ No nuatter, replied Don Quixote, 
there m^y be .knights among the Haldudos, efpeciall j 
^s every one is the fon of hia own works." " Truev 
iaid Adrew ; but what works i& my mafter the fou of^ 
iiiice he refufes to pay me for my labour, and the 
iWeat of my brows ?" " I don'tjefufc, honeft Andrew^ 
anfwered the peafaiit ; thou wilt do me a pkafure in 
going home with m^ ; asid I iwear by all taehoi»Qi]^$ 
pi knig^hood in thie tJAiverfe, ^s^ J mil fHty iiv^ikf 
rw^R^^9 i9B I ts&A bdoft^ Ml r«adf ittooisyi «a^ j0ijii 
(bgUluavf it j>earf]4mdd ante ^i^atu^**^ ^' Tliiuik 
ypp for ipur porfumes, faid the knight, ffty ^^ ^ 
la^wfjai corn, a&41 tfhfm ht id^islied^^ ^ni he iiire f^oti 
SnlSi iht o^h fm We tjikea ^ far h^ th»e jEaine ob* 
Jiiggtion, I fivear, iHalin cafe you im^ I mil ret mm 
fto^haiUfe foUtf and ferret you outi «ven 4kot^ ^Foia 
ib^nld h^ more cpnce^ed than a lizard. If you would 
m^x&md wih# k is (thai iay:6 fiich ceityoiands. upon 
youj tha^ f9*i fxaay ^Ad jfioiMifelf under a AtceiTity of 
m9ioxmki§ tbem wkk rev^svesKc and awe, know, that 
I 9m ^ valiant Ikoa i^iiaote de la Manob^i the re« 
lir«fi^Tof wrongs, aftdjcfmige of injuftioe : fo fare** 
mcUf i^nftcmbrr not to bdte your promife and oath, 
fim pain q( the penalty pa?efcribed/* With thefe 
in^icdfi, he clappeid fpuxs fio Rio^saaetei and was out of 

. The 
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The countryman folldwcd him with his eyes, till 
he faw him quite clear of the wood; tlien turning to 
-Andrew, faid, " Come hither, child, I muft pay wh^t 
1 owe you, according to the orders of that redreflor 
of wrongs,'* " And adad, faid Andrew, you had 
heft not negle£l the ofde'rs of that worthy knight* 
who (bleffings on his heart!) is equally valiant and 
upright ; for odds bobs, if you do not ^ pay me, he 
will return and be as good as his word.** " In faith, 
1 am of thie fame opinion, I'cplicd the peafant ; but^ 
out of my infinite regard for you, I am defirous of 
increafiiig the debt, tfiat the payment may be dou- 
bled." So faying, he laid hold of his artn, land tyinc 
him again to the tree, flogged him fo feverely, that 
"he had like to have died on the fpot. " Now is the 
time, Mr. Andrfew, faid the executioner, to call upott 
*the redrefTer of grievances, W»ho will find it difficult 
to redrcfs this, which by tlie bye I am loth to finifh, 
being very much inclined tp juftify your fear of hcAti^ 
flayed ialive." At length, liowevcr, he unbound, knd 
tcft hiai ttt liberty to find oti^ hiS Judge, t^ho W5is ti> 
execute fhe ten tehee he had pronounced. AttdreW 
Tneafced o% not extremeTy well fttibfidd; oh the 
contrary, vowing to go..in queft 6f the Valiant 'Ddh 
Qjiixoie de la Ma'ncha, and ihfdrth \iiWi putfftuallyit 
everything thkthad happened, ahS.Cd6Uht^hich^otilft 
certainly induce tim to pay thie cofthtty rfiah feVerifold^ 
la fpite of this cbnfolatibh, hoWeVcr, We depatt'fe&, 
blubbering, with pain, whil6 his rndfti&r te'ittaiheft 
weeping witb laugntcir. And thus was t!h6 grieViitcb 
redrefled by die valiant Don Quixote, who, trattfport- 
ed with the fuccejTs, arid thcnappy and fubliiiife be- 
ginning wliich fee imagined his chivalry had b^h fa- 
voured t(rith, logged oh towards his own vil!age,.wi'tjk 
infinite felf-latisfaftioh, pronouncing <vith % \6^ 
voice ; '* O Duieine^ del Tobbfo, faireft among^ tht 
fair I wdl maj'tt, thjQU be counted the.mcA fortuflatfe- 

C 4 beautyr 
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beatrty upon earth, feeing it is th^ fate to keep in 
fubjeclion, and wholly refigncd to thy will and plea-* 
fure, fuch a daring and renowned knight ^s Don 
Quixote de la Mancha now is, and always will re-p^ 
main ! he who, as all the world knows, but yefter- 
day received the honour of knighthood, and has 
this day redreffed the greateft wrong and grievance 
that ever injullice hatched and cruelty committed ! 
To-day he wrelled the lafh from the hand of the 
mercilefs enemy, who fo unjuftly fcouvged the body 
of that tender infant !" Having uttered this excla- 
mation, he found himfelf in a toad that divided into 
four paths, and ftrait his imagination fuggefted .thofe 
crofs ways that were wont to perplex knights-errant 
in their choice ; 4n imitation c^ whom, he paufed a 
little, and after mature deliberation, threw the reins 
on Rozinante's neck, leaving the deciiion to him, 
who following his iirft intention, took the path that 
led dire£lly to his own ftable. 

Having tr^avelled about two miles farther, Don 
Quixote defcried a number of people, >Hrho, as was 
afterwards knowxi, were fix merchants of Toledo, 
going to buy filks at Mureia, and who travelled 
with umbrellas, attended by four fervants on horfc- 
" back, and three mule-drivers on foot. Don Quixote 
no fooner perceived them at a diftance, than he ima-» 
gined them to be fome new adventure i and, in order 
to imitate, as much as in him lay, thofe fcenes he had 
read in his books of chivalry, he thought this was ao 
occafion exprefsly ordained for him to execute his 
purpofed atchieveraent. 

He therefore, with gallant and refolute deport- 
ment, feated himfelf firmly in his ftirrups, grafpcd 
his lance, braced on his target, and pofting himfelf 
in the middle of the toad, waited the arrival of thofe 
knights-errant, for fuch he judged them to be. When 
tliey were near enough to hear him, he pronoun- 
ced 
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ced in a loud and arrogant tone ; ^ Let the whole 
umvcrfe ceafe to move, if the whole univerfe refufes 
to confefs, that there is not in the whole univerfe a 
more beautiful damfel than the peerlefs Dulcinea 
del Tobofoy the high and mighty emprefs of La 
Mancha.'* 

The merchants hearing this declaration, and fee- 
ing the ftrange figure from which it proceeded, were 
alarmed at 1>oth, and halting immediately, at a dif- 
tance reconnoitred the madnefs of the author. Cu- 
rious, however, to know the meaning of that con- 
feflion which he exaded, one of them, who was a fort 
of a wag, though at the fame time a man of prudence 
and difcretion> accofted him thus ; " Sir knight, as 
we have not the honour to know who this worthy 
lady is, be fo good as to produce her ; and if we find 
her fo beautiful as you proclaim her to be, we will 
gladly, and without any fort of reward, confefs the 
truth, according to your defire^'' ** If I produce 
her,, replied Don Quixote, what is the mighty merit 
of your confefling Tuch a notorious truth r The im- 
portance of my demand confifts in your belicvitig,. 
Kknowledging, affirming upon oath, and defending 
her beauty before you havq feen it. And this ye ftiail 
^0, ye iniblent and uncivil face, or engage with me 
ni battle forthwith* Come on then, one by one^ 
according to the laws of chivalry, or all together, 
a^the treacherous cuftom is among fuch wretches as 
you; here I expeft you with full hope and confi-: 
ience in the juftice of my caufe." •* oir knight, re- 
plied the merchant, I humbly beg^ in the name of alt 
thefe princes here prefent^ that your worfliip wUl not 
oblige us to burden our confciences, by giving tefti- 
mony to a thing that we have neither feen nor heard, 
Specially as it tends to the prejudice of the queens* 
and princefles of Alcarria and fiftremadura : but,' if 
jour worfliip will be pleafed to fliew us any fort of a 

C S pi^ure 
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pifture of this la4y, though be it no bigger than a grairi 
f)f wheat J fo ^ we can judge the clue by the thread, 
we will be fadsfied with thi» f^mple, and you (hall be 
pbeye^ to your hearths cJontent ; for I believe we are 
already fo prepoflefled in her favour, that though the 
pprtrait fhould reprefent her fquinting with one eye, 
tii4 diftiUing vetmilion and brimftone with the other, 
we will, notwithftanding^ in compliance to your 
yrorihip, fay what you defire in her favour.** *^ Her 
cye8> ijifamous wretch 1 replied Don Qjjixote In a 
t5lgc> dxftil not fuch prdduftioil^, but teem with am- 
ber and rich perfume : neither is there any defefl in 
her fight} or in her body^ whichis r^ore ftraight than 
^ Guadarrama«fpindle t but you fliall fufFer for the 
licentiQUS blafphemy you have uttered againft the un- 
^parall^ed beauty Qf my fovcreign miftrefs." So fay- 
ing he couched nis laoce, and attsicked the fpokeiman 
-^ith fuch rage aod fury, that had not $ozinante 

• I^ckiIy ftumbled and fallen in the midft of his career^^ 
ihe merchant wquld haye had no caufe to rejoice in 
his rafiinefs ; but when the nnhappy fteed fell to the 
ground, the rider was tbrowjn over his head, and 
pitched at a good diftance upon the field, where he 
found all his endeavours Iq get up a^ain inenfeftual, 
fo much wa$ he . encumbered with his lance, target^ 
helmet and fpurs, together with the weigj^pf his an^ 
cient armour. . I*. 

While he thus ftruggled> but in vain, to rife,, 
he bellowed forth, " Fly not, ye cowardly crew, 
tarry a little, ye bafe caitifs : not through any fault 
of my own, but of my horfe, am I thus difcomfited." 
One of the mule-drivers, who feems not to have been, 
of a irery niiiky dl^fition, could not bear this arro- 
l^ant language of the poqr overthrown knight, with^ 
out nytkjng a reply upon hia rihsu Going up ta him 
therefore, h? laid hold on his lance, and hreaking it» 

^gan.to chrefh him fo fevefcly, that, infpite of the 
' ' refiftancc 
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tefTflance of his srtaoMV, he was almoft beaten hitd 

xnummy ; and though the fcliow's matter called to him 

to forbear, he was fo incenfed, that he cduld hot 

feave off^ the game, until he had exhanfted the whole 

of his choler. Gathering the other pieces of the 

lance, he reduced them all to (hivers, one after 

another, on the miferable carcafe of the Don, whoy 

notwithftanding this ftdrm of Mows which defcendeJ 

On him, never clofeH his mouth, but continued threa-* 

tening heaven and earth> antl ihofe banditti^ for fuch 

he took the merchants -to be. 

The driver was tired at length of his exerciie, and 
his mailers purfued their journey, carrying" with them 
fufScient food for converlation about tEis pi or bat- 
tered knighl:^ who no fooner found himfclf alone^ than 
he made aRother effort to rife :• but if he found this 
defign imprafticable when he was fafe and founds* 
much lefs could he accofti^tifli it now that he wail dif- 
abled, and as it; w^re WfoUght into a pafte. He diJ 
not, however, look upon himfelf as unhappy, becaufe 
tn is misfortune w.i'^, iti his opinion, peculiar tof 
knights-errant ; jinri that he v^as not able tor rife on 
account of the inntiiVi^table bruifcs he had received^ 
he afcrib'ed eritii'ely to thd fault of his horle* 

G H A P. V. 
h whfe& ^ ffory of our knight's misfortohe i^ 

iP^BJDINO it therefore impoffible to move,, he waj? 
^ fain to have rcjcburfe to his ufual remedy, which 
wafi^ ta annife his imagination with {Qtctt parages o£ 
the books he had readt and his madnefs immediately . 
recalled to his memory that of Valdovinos and the 
mai^uis of JManttia^. when C^rloto left him woi;in^e<i 
on tae xifbuntain ;^ a piece of hiftory that every boy 
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knows^ that every young man is acquainted ^th, 
and which is celebrated^ nay more> believed by old 
age itfelf, though it be as apocryphal as the miracles 
of Mahomet ; neverthelefs, it occurred to him, as an 
occaiion exprefly adapted to his' prefent fituation. 
Therefore, witli marks of extreme afiliftton, he be- 
gan to roll about upon the ground, and with a Ian- 
fuid voice, exclaim, in the words of the wounded 
night of the wood, 

Where art thou, lady of my heart, 

Rcgardlefs of my mifery r 
Thou little know'ft thy lover's fmart. 

Or faithlefs art, and falfe, pardie ! 

¥a this manner he went on repeating the romance 
until he came to thefe lipes : ^ 

O noble prince of Mantuan plains, 
My carnal kinfman, and my lord ! ^ 

.Before he could repeat the whole couplet, a peafant 
yrho was a neighbour of his own, and lived in the 
fame village, chanced to pafs, in his way from the 
mill where he had been with a load of wheat. This 
honeft countryman feeing a man lying ftretch- 
cd upon the ground, camp up, and aiked him 
who he was, and the reafon of his lamenting fo pi- 
teoufly ? Don Quixote doubtlefs believed that this 
was his uncle the marquis of Mantua, and made no 
other reply but the continuation of his romance, in 
which he gave an. account of his own misfortune, oc- 
cafioned by the amour betw4xt his wife and the em- 
peror's fon, exaAly as it is related in the book. The 
peafant, aftoniflied at fuch a rhapfody, took off his^ 
beaver, which had been beaten to pieces by the mule- 
driver, >and wiping his face^ which was covered with 
4ttft, immediately kneiiv the unfortjunate knight. 

" Signos 
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** Signer Quixada," faid he, (fcr fo he wa,< called 
before he had loft his fenfesi and was transfomel 
from a fober country-gentleman into ft knight-ar- 
rant) " who has left your worfliip in fuch a woeful 
condition ?*' But he, without minding the queftion 
that was put to him, proceeded as before, with bis 
romance ; which the honeft man perceiving, went to 
work, and took off his back and breaft plates, to fee 
if he had received any wound, but he could perccivcr 
neither blood, nor icar upon his body. He then 
raifed him upon his legs, and with infinite difficulty 
mounted him upon his own beaft, which appeared 
to him a fafer carriage than the knight's deed. 

Having gathered up his armour, even t<y the fpHn- 
ters of the lance, he tied them upon Rozinante, and 
taking hold of the reins,' together with the halter of 
his own afs, jogged on towards the village, not a 
little concerned to hear the mad exclamations of Dor 
Quixote, who did not find himfelf extremely eafy ;• 
for he was fo battered and bruifed, that he could 
not fit upright upon the beaft, but from time ta 
time vented fudi difmal groans, as obliged the peafant 
to alk again what was the matter with him ? Indeed. 
one would have thought, that the devil had aflifted; 
his memory in fupplying him with tales accommo-^ 
dated to the circumftances of his own fituation ; for 
at that inftant, forgetting Valdovinos, he recollefted 
the ftory of Abindar-raez, the Moor, whom Rodrigcv' 
de Narvaez, goverfior of Antequera, took prifoncr, 
and carried into captivity to the place of his refi- 
dence : fo that when the countryman repeated his- 
dcfire of knowing where he had been, and what was 
the matter with him, he anfwered to the purpofe ;- 
nay, indeed in the very words ufed by the captiv« 
Abencerraje to the faid Hodrigo de Narvaez, as may 
be feen in the Diana, of George Monte-major, which 
he had read; and fo well s^aptedlbr his purpofe,. 

that 
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that dte coHntrympin hearing fiicK a compofition of 
felly^ Wifhed them both at the devil* 

It was then he difcovered that his neighbour was 
mad ; and therefore made all the hafte he could to 
the village9 that he might be the fooner rid of his 
uneafinefs at the unaccountable harangue of Don 
Quixote, who had no fqoner finiihed this exclama-r 
tion, than he accofted his conduftor in thefe words ^ 
** Know thenj valiant Don Rodrigo de Narvaez> 
that this fame beautiful Xarifai whom I have men^ 
tionedi is no otiiet than the fair Dulcinea del Tobo^ 
fo, for whom«I have performed, undertake, and will 
atchieye the moft renowned exploits that ever were, 
are, or will be feen on earth.'^ To this addrefs the 
Countrymail replied with great fimplicity: " Hovir 
your worfliip talks ! As I am a finner, I am neither 
Don Rodrigo de Narvaez, nor the marquis of Man- 
tua, but Pedro AI01I20, your neighbour : nor is your, 
worfliip either ,Vakk>viuo6, or Abindarez^ but the 
worthy ge^tleftian, fignor Quixada.'*" " I know very^ 
welt who I am replied Don Quixote ; and that it is 
pofllbl^ for me to be not only thqfe whom I have 
ifietitioned, but alfo the whole twelve peers of 
France, and even the nine worthies, feeing that my 
aichievexnents will ex del, not only thofe of eacli of 
them fingly, but eviu the <£x|>loits of them all joined 
together." 

Difcourfing in this mantief, they arrived at the vil-^ 
lage about twilight y but the peaiant (laid till it was 
quite dark, that the poor rib-roaited kit^ht might- 
not be {een in fuch a Woeful condition* Then he con^ 
4u^kedt Don Qgkote to bis cfwn houfe, whioh wad 
att i» confttiioH. When he arrived, the curate, and* 
Ae barber of ihd village, tw6 ef his beft friends and 
companions^ were pfefenty an4 hia houft^fcevper was 
juft feying with si woeful cOuntertBn«>5t " Mr* licenti- 
ate Pero Perez," (that was die curate's name,) " fome 

ClU^ 
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misfortune' muft certainly have happened to ,my 
maftcr * > for frt days, both he and hi« borfe, togc-- 
ther with the target, lance, and armour have beeiv 
miffing 5 as I am a finner, it is juft come into my head, 
and it is certainlv as true as that every one is born t<y 
die, thofe hcllifti books of knight-errantry, whicif he 
ufcd to read with fo much pleafure, ha(V€ turned hfe 
brain ; for now I rentember to have heard him fay 
tchimfclf more than once, that he tonged to be ar ' 
kiitght-errant, and ftroll about in qucft of adventure** 
May the devil and Barrabas lay hold of fueh legends, 
ivhich have petverted oile of the foundeft underftand* 
ings in all La Mancha !'' 

To this remark the niece affented, faying, " More-* 
over, you muft know, Mr. Nicolas," this was the 
name of the barbet, " my uncle would frequently, 
after having been reading in thefe profane books o| 
mifadv^nttrres, for two whole days and nights toge- 
ther, dart up, throw the book upon the groundV 
and drawing his fword, fence with the walls, till h^ 
was quite fatigued^ then affirm, that he had killed 
four giants as big as fteeples, and fwear that the fweat 
of his brows, occafioned by this violent exercife, 
was tjie blood of the wounds he had received in bat- 
tic: then he would drink ofF a large pitcher of colcf 
water,, and remain quiet and refrefbcd, faying, that 
the water was a moft precious beverage^ with which, 
he was fuppKed by the fage Ifquifc, a mighty en- 
ckmter and friend of his : Init I take the whole Wamc 
to myfeify fdr not having informed your worftip l)f 
my dear uncle^s esttravagaiMrieG^, that fome t^mtdf 
might hfiwc becfl applicdy before they bad prdctfede* 
to f«ch exccfs^? aad that yofl iftfght have bamr 

. ♦ The author ftems to have committed a fmaH oycrfigRt in this' 
partgrarph ; for the kifighi^ had not been' gone ahove two days aAd* 
•Me nS^t; which he fpeut hi watching his atmbikr. 
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*U thofe excommunicated books> which deferve the 
fire as much as if they were crammed with he- 
refy/' 

** I am of the fame opinion faid the curate, and al^ 
fure you, before another day fhall pafs, they (hall un- 
dergo a fevere trial, and be condemned to the flamesj, 
that they may not induce other readers to follow the 
fame path, which I am afraid my good friend ha^ 
taken." Every fyllabie of this converfation waa 
overheard by Don Quixote and his guide, which lafb 
had now no longer any doubi about his neighbour's 
infirmity, and therefore pronounced with a loud voice,. 
** Open your gates to the valiant Valdovinos, and the 
great marquis of Mantua, who comes home wounded 
from the field, together with the Moor Abindarrez,, 
who drags incaptivity the valiant Rodrigo de Narvaez,. 
governor of Antaquera." 

. Alarmed at thefe words, they came all to the door„ 
and perceiving who it was,, the barber and curate 
went to receive their friend, and the women ran, tcx 
embrace their mafter and kinfmau, who though he 
had not as yet alighted; for indeed it was not in his^ 
power, proclaimed aloud, " Let the whole world 
take notice, that the wounds I have received were 
owing to the fault of my horfe alone 5 earryme there- 
fore to bed, and fend if poffible, for the fage ♦ Ur- 
ganda, to fearch and cure them. " See now, in an 
evil hour," cried the houfekeeper^ hearing thefe 

* The name of a gaod-natured enchantrefs in Amadis de Gaul. 
Buriog the s^e of knight-en antry, it wa9.u(ual for lahdtes to ftud^ 
the art of furgery, isk order to drefs the woimds of thofe hnighto- 
who; were their, fervantii Oqe of the herohies of Percefbreft fays toi^ 
Norgal, '• Fair nephew, mcthinks your arm is n<Jt at cafe." «* In 
faiths dear lady, anfwered Norgal, you are i^ the right ; and <? I 
hefeech you to take it under your care." Then (he called her daugh- 
ter Helen, who entertained her coufin with good chear, and after:* 
ward^ reduced^his arm, which was diilocated. 

words,. 
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words, " if I did not truly forctcl of what leg my 
mailer was lame ? Your worihip ihali underftatidy ia 
good time, that without the auiftanct of that fame 
Urganda, we know how to cure the hurts you have 
received; and curfed, t^faVj nay, a hundred and t 
hundred times curfed be dtofe books of chivalry, which 
have fo difordered your honour's brain !" Having 
carried him to his bed, they began to fearch for his 
wounds, but could find none : and he told tliem that 
his whole body was one continued bruifc) occa- 
Honed by the fall of his horfe Rozinante, during his 
engagement with ten of the moil infolent and outra«> 
geous giants that ever appeared upon the face of the 
earth. '* Ah, hah ! cried the curate, have we got 
giants too in the dance I Now by tlie faith of my func- 
tion, I wiU reduce them all to alhes before to-morrow 
night." 

A thoufand queft* >ns did they aflc of the knighti^ 

who made no other anfwev» but defired them to bring 

him fome food, and leave him to his repofe, which in^^ 

deed was what he had more occafion for. They com* 

plied with his reqlieft) and the curate informed him^ 

felf at* larce, of the manner in which he had been 

found by Uie countryman, who gave him full fatif* 

h&ion m that particular, and repeated all the non« 

fenfe he had uttered when he firfl found him $ as well 

as what he afterwards fpoke in their wav home* 

This information conftrmcd the licentiate in nis refo- 

lution, which was executed next day, when he 

brought his friend matter Nicolas the barber along 

with him to Don Quixote's houfe. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. VI. 

Of the diverting and minute fcrutiny performed by 
the curate and the barbery in tlic library of our fa- 
gacious hero* 

TX7HILE the knight was afieep, his friends came> 
^^ and demanded of his niece the key of the clo- 
fet, in which thofe books, the authors of his misfor- 
tune, were kept, and fhe delivering it with great chear- 
fulnefs, they went into it in -a body, houfekeeper and 
«1], and found upwards of an hundred volirtties great 
and fmall, extreniely well bound ; which were no fee- 
f>er perceived by the governance, than (he ran out 
with great eagernefs, and immediately returned "With 
^ pof rfagefr of ioly wa:ter, and a fytig of hyfop, faying i 
^' Here, mailer Hcentiate> pray take and fprinkle tne 
clofer^ left fome one of the tnany enchaitters contained' 
in thefe bboks QiovM. exercife his art t^n «8, bs » 
f^atHManent for our burning and baniAkig them trdoL 
riie f afce ^f die effrtfi." 

The iicentiate, fm'^ktg at the cii hoofekeeper*s finiK 
clictty, defirdd the batber to band him the -books t>ne . 
py one, ihtat he might fdexirf what fvbfeidls ^^j tteatedr 
becavlfe they fhight poffibly iSiid fome -diat did i^ot de^ 
fetre to b^ purged by fife. '* There is «ot one of 
*hem, teplied the niece, which ♦deferves the fcaft inet* 
cyj for they are all fuli ti mifchief and decfeit. Yxsii 
Tiad better, therefore, throw them out of die windoiir 
into the court-yard, and there fet fire to them in a 
heap : or let them be carried into the back-yard, where- 
the bonfire may be made, and the fmoke will offend 
nobody. The houfekeeper affented to this propofal, 
fo eager were they both to deftroy thofe innocents ; 
but the curate would by no means encourage fuch bar-r 
barity, wtthoCit reading firft,, if pofFible, the title- 
pages. 

The 
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The firfl that matter Nicholas delivered into his 
hand, were the four volumes of Amadis de Gaul. 
*• There is, faid the good man, fomething myfterious 
in this circumftancc \ for, as I have heard, that was 
the firft book of chivalry printed in Spain, from which 
all the reft have dqrived their origin and plan ; and 
therefore, in my opinion, we ought to condemn hinl 
to the fire, without heHtation, as the lawgiver of fuch 
a pernicious fe£t.'* ** By no means, cried the barber, 
for I have alfo heaixl, that this is the beft book of the 
kind, that was ever compofed ; and therefore ought to 
be pardoned, as an original and model in its way.** 
** Kight, faid the curate, and for that rcafon he fhall 
be fpared for the prefent. Let us fee that author,. 
who ftands next to him/' ** This, fays the barber, 
contains the atchievcments of Efplandian, the lawful 
fon of Araadis de Gaul/' ** Truly then, faid the cu- 
rate, the virtues of the father fliall not avail the fcm c 
here, -miftrefe lioofekeeper, open thsit window, and 
tofs him into the yard, where he (hall fenre as a fount 
dation for the ^bonfire we hftend to make.** 

This taflt i3be liotifekceper uerfcnrmed with infinhe 
fatisfa^Mon, undthe worthy E^landian took hi^ flight 
into the yard, to Wait in patience for die fire, widi 
which he was threatened. ** Proceed," erred the cu- 
rate. ^ This, that comes next, faid the bar'ber,.i$ 
Amadis of Greece \ "and I bdfeve all the authbrs on 
this fliclt aj:e of the fame family.'* ^ To die yard then 
with aR of them, replied the curate ; for, rather than 
not burn queen Pmtiquinieftra, and the (hepherd Da- 
rinel with his eclogues, together with the unintelligible 
and bedevilled difco-urfes of his author, I.wouM evert 
confume the father who begat me, fhould he appear 
in the figure of a knight errant.** ** I am of yout 
opinion,** faid the baAer. " And 1," cried the niece. 
" Since that IS the cafe, faid the houfekeeper, to the 
yard with them immediately." Accordingly they de- 
livered 
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livered a number into her hands, and {he, out of ten- 
dernefs for the ftair-cafe, fent them all out of the 
window. 

" Who may that tun-like author be ?'* faid the cu- 
rate. " This here," anfwered the barber, " is Don 
Ojivantc de Laura." " The very fame, replied the 
curate, who compofed the Gar3en of Flowers, and 
truly it is hard to determine, which of his two books 
is the moft true, or rather which oiF them is leaft falfe ; 
all that I know is, that he fiiall go to the pile for his | 
arrogance and folly." " He tliat follows, fays the! 
barber, is Florifmartc of Hircania." " "NMiat, Sig- i 
nor Florifmarte ? replied the curate :. In faith then he \ 
muft prepare for his fate, notwithftanding his furpri- 1 
fing birth, and mighty adventures, and the unparalleled 
ftiffnefs and fterility of his ftile. Down with him, 
mjftifefs houfekeeper, and take this other along -with 
you alfo." " With all my heart, dear fir," replied: 
the governante> who executed his commands ivitli I 
vaft alacrity. ^ , 

^' He that comes next, faid the barber, is the kniglit 
Platir." ** That is an old book, faid the clergyman ; 
but as I can find nothing in him that deferves the leaft 
regard, he muft e*en keep the reft company." He 
vas accordingly doomed to the flames, without farther 
queftion. The next book tliey opened was entitled,. 
The Knight of the Crofs, which the curate having 
read i " The ignorance of this author, faid he, might 
be pardoned, on account of his holy title ; but, accor- 
ding to the proverb, the devil (kulks behind the crofs, 
and therefore let him defcend into the fire." Mafter 
Nicholas taking up another book, found it was the 
Mirror of Chivalry. " Oh> ho ! cried the curate, I 
have the honour to know his worfhip ; away >vith 
Signer Rlnaldo de Mont-alban, with his friends and 
icompatuons, who were, greater thieves than Cacus, 

not 
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«ot forgetting the twclrcpccrs, together with Turpin, 
their candid niftorian. Though trulyi in my opinion) 
their puniihment ought not to exceed perpetual banifli- 
mentj becaufe they contain fome part of the invention 
► of the renowned Matteo Boyardo, on which was wca- 
ved the ingenious web of the chriftian poet Ludovico 
Arioflo, ^ whom^ fhould I find him here fpehking in 
any other language than his own, I would pay no re- 
gard ; but, if he talks in his own idiom, I will place 
him on my head, in token of refpeft/' I have got 
him at home, faid the barber, in Italian, but I don't 
undcrftand that language." " Nor is it neccflary you 
fliould, replied the curate ; and here let us pray hea- 
ven to forgive the captain, T^ho has impovtrifhed him 
fo much, by tranflating him into Spanifh, and making 
him a Caililian. And indeed the fam? Aing will 
happen to all thofe who pretend to tranfla^jJKks of 
poetry into a foreign language ; for, ii^PK of all 
their care and ability, they will ifjfl^ffbponihle to 
give the tranflation the fame energywnicK is found in 
the original. In ihort, I fente^ce (his book, and all 
thofe voiich vre (hall find treating of French matters, 
to be thrown and depofited in a dry well, until we can 
determine at more leifure virhat fate they muft under- 
go, except Bernardo del Carpio, and another called 
Roncefvalles, which, if they fall into my hgnds, ihall 
pafs into thofe of the houfekecper, and thence into 
the fire, without any mitigation," 

This was approved of as an equitable decifion, and 
accordingly confirmed by the barber, who knew the 
curate to oe fuch a good chriftian, and fo much a 
friend to truth, that he would not be guilty of an equi- 
vocation for the whole univerfe. The next volume 
he opened was Palmenn jd'Oliva ; and hard by him 
fteod anoiiier called Palmerin of England, whicn was 
no fooner perceived by the licentiate, than he cried^ 
^* Let that Oliva be hewn in pieces, and busned fo^ 
.8 as 
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as not fo much as a. cinder of him^ (hall remain ^ 
but let the £ngli(h Pahnerin be defended, and pre* 
ferved as an eftimablc jewel, and fuch another caf- 
ket be made for him as that which Alexander found 
among the fpoils of Darius, and deftined a& a cafe 
{ox tlie works of Homer. That book> neighbour^ is 
venerable for two reafons : firft, becaufe, it i» in itfelf 
excellent $ and fecondly, becaufe it is faid. to have 
been coropofed by an ingenious king of Portug^. 
All the adventures of the caftle of Miraguarda are 
incomparable, and contrived with . infinite art; the 
language perfpicuous and elegant, and the clxaraQers 
fupported with great propriety of fentiment and de- 
corum. I propofe, Mr. Nicolas, faving your better 
judgment, to exempt this book and Amadis de Gaul 
from the flames, and let all the reft perifli, without 
farther enquiry." 

" Pardon me, neighbour, replied the barber, I 
have here got- in my hand the renowned Don Bellia- 
pis." ** Even he, anfwercd the prieft, with die fc-^ 
cond, third, and fourth parts,, ftands very, much in 
ne^d of a little rhubarb to purge his exceffive choler, 
and ought to be pruned of that whole caftle of fame, 
and other more important impertinencies* Eor which 
reafon, let the fentence be changed into transpor- 
tation, andj acccording as he reforms, he (hail, be 
treated with lenity and juftice- In the mean time, 
friend Nicolas, keep him fafe in your hcmfe, out of 
the reach of every reader." *^ Withrall my foul !" 
anfwered' the barber j and without giving themfelvea 
the trouble of reading any more tides, they ordered 
the houfekeeper to difmifs all the large books into the 
yard. 

This direftion was not given 4:0 a^perfonw^:^ was 
either doatii^ or deaf,, but. to one : wha w^ much 
nnore inclined to perforai. that ofisxr than-to compof* 
Sk largcft^and^fineft web tlv»t.ever wa»&QB« Taking 
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Hp, therefore, feyea or eight at a time» tt\e heaved 
ihem out of the window, witli incredible dlfpatch. 
While fee was thus endeavouring to lift a good many 
together, one of them chanced to fall at the feet of 
the barber, who being feized with an inclination of 
knowing the contents, found, upon examination, 
that it was called the hillory of the famous knight 
Tirante the White. " Heaven he praifed ! cried the 
curate aloud, that we have difcovcred Tirante the 
White in this place ; pray give it me, neighbour ; 
for in this book I reckon I have found a treafure of 
fatisfa&ion, and a rich mine of amufement." " Here 
is the famous , Godainercy * of Mont-alban, and his 
brother Thomas of Mont-aJban, and the knight Pon* 
fecaj as alfo an account of the battle fought be* 
twcen Alanq and the valiant Detriante, together 
with the witticifais of the young lady, Joy of my 
life, with the amorous ftratagems of the widow Quiet 
and her highnefs the emprefs, who was enamoured 
of her fquire Hippolito. I do aflure you, upon my 
word, Mr. Nicolas, that, in point of ftyle, this is the 
beft book that cyer was written. Here the knight$ 
eat, Deep, and die in their beds, after having mad^ 
their wills, with- many circumftances that arc want- 
ing in other books of the fame kind. Notwithftandr 
ing) the author who compofed it certainly deferved 
to be fent to the gallies for life, for having fp^it his 
time in writing fo much nonfenfe. Take and read 
^im at home* and you fhall find what I fay is tru^*** 
"Very like, replied the barber; what (hall we do 
with thefe fmall books that remain ?'* 

" Thefe, faid. the . curate, cannot be books of cht* 
^ahy, but nxuft. he poen^s." Ajccordingly, opening 
<inej he found it was theDi;M^a of George de Monte-r 

' ■ ■ \ ■■ " ' -I ■ ■ ■!■ I ■ ■ ■ ■ I ,, ■ , ^ 

* In the original Q^irAdyfoii, frofii tbc frm^ Or^ek; wqti^ »vtm 
^"irvfj fignifying, Lord have ncri^* 

major. 
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major, and taking it for granted that all ithe reft -wren 

of the fame kind, faid, ** Thefe bocks do not d^ 

fer\'C to be burnt with the reft ; for they neither ar^ 

nor ever will be guilty of fo much mifchief, as tliol 

of chivalry have done ; being books of entertain 

ment, and no ways prejudicial to religion." " Pra) 

fir, faid the niece, be lo good as to order thefe to b 

burnt with the reft ; for my uncle will no fooner h 

cured of his knight-errantry, than by reading theil 

he will turn fhepherd, and wander about the grov^ 

and meadows piping and fipging; nay, what is worfc 

perhaps turn poet, which they fay is an infeftiou 

and incurable diftempen" ^*' The young womai 

is in the right, faid the curate, and therefore i 

won't be amifs to remove this temptation and ftum 

bling block out of our friend's way. f-Ince we hav 

therefore begun with the Diana of.Monte-majbr, 

am of opinion, that we fliould not bum him, bu 

only expunge what relates to the fage Felicia, and th 

inchanted water, together with all the larger poemsj 

and leave to him, a X^od's name, all the profe, and 

the honour of being the ringleader of the writers o\ 

that clafs." 

c •* This that follows, faid the barber, is called Di 
ana the fecond of Salmantino, and this other tha 
feears the fame name, is written by Gil Polo." *• Le 
Salmantino, replied the curate, increafe the numbe 
of thofe that arc already condemned to the yard j 
but Itt Gil Polo be preferved as carefuUy.as if it wa^ 
the produftion of Apollo himfclf. Proceed, friend 
Nicolas, and let us difpatch, for it grows late." 
^ This here book, faid the barber, opening the next, 
is called the ten books of the Fortune of Love, the 
|>rodu£kion of Antonio Lofrafco, a^rdinian poet." 
•* By my holy orders, cried the curate^ Cbcc Phoebus 
was Apollo, the mufes the daughters of Jove, and 
k.rd« delighted in poetry^ there never was fuch a 

jilcafant 
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pleafant and comical perfprmance compofed, as this» 
which is the beft and moil original of the kind, whick 
ever faw the light : and he who has not read it maf 
aifure himfelf, that he has never read any thing of 
tafle : reach it me» neighbour ; it eives me mor« 
pleafure to have found misy than if I had received a 
caJock of Florence Clk. 

Accordingly he laid it carefully by, with infinite 
pleafure, and the barber proceeded in his talk, faying^ 
" Thofe that come next are the Shepherd of Iberia^ 
the Nymphs of Henares, and the Undeceptions of 
Jcaloufy." ** Then there is no more to do, faid the 
prieft, out to deliver them over to the fecular arm of 
the houfekeeper, and do not aik me, why? elfe wc 
fhall never have done/* ** Here comes the Shep« 
herd of Filida." " He is no fliepherd, cried the curate, 
but a very elegant courtier, and therefore prefervc 
him as a precious jewel." Then the barber laid hold 
of a very large volume, which was entitled the Trea^ 
fare of roetry. '* If there was not fo much of him 
he would be more eReemed, faid the licentiate; that 
book ought to be weeded and cleared of certain 
meanneffes, which have crept into the midft of its 
excellencies: take care of it, for the author is my 
friend, and deferves regard for fome other more he- 
toic and elevated works, which he has compofed/* 
*' And this,, continued the barber, is a colle&ion 
of fongs, by Lopez Maldonado." " That author 
is my very good friend alfo, replied the curate, and 
his own verfes out of his own mouth are the admi- 
ration of every body : for he chants them with fo 
fweet a voice, that the hearers are enchanted. His 
eclogues are indeed a little difFufe, but there can- 
not be too much of a good thing.. Let them'^b? 
prefer\^ed among the elect : but, pray what book 
is that next to it ?" When the barber' told him it 
was the Galate of Miguel de Cervantfes.; *^ that fame 
Cervantes, faid he, has been an intimate friend of 
Vol. I. D mine 



50 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

mine theft, many years, and is to my certain Icnow- 
ledge more converfant with misfortunes than poetr)\ 
There h a good vein of mvention in his book, 
which pTopofes fomething, though it concludes no- 
thing. We muft wait for the fecond part, which he 
promifes, and then perhaps his amendment may 
deferve a full pardon, which is now denied: until 
fliat happens, let him be clofe confined in your 
clofet." ^ 

'* With all my heart, replied the barber j but here 
4rome three more together, the Araucana of Don 
Alonzo de Ercilla, the Auftriada of Juan Rufo Ju- 
rado de Cordova, and the Monferrato of Chriftoval 
<le Virues, a: Valentian poet.'.' " Thefe three books, 
faid the curate, are the beft epic poems in the Cafli- 
lian language, and may be compared with the moft 
renowned peiformaTiccs of Italy. Let them be kept 
as the ineftimablc pledges of Spani/h poetry.*' ' The 
curate grew tired of examining more, books, and 
would have condemned all the reft, contents un- 
known, if the barber had not already opened another, 
which was called the Tears of Angelica. " I fliould 
have flied tears for my raflinefs, faid the curate, hear- 
ing the name, if I had ordered that book to be burn- 
ed 5 for its author was one of the moft celebrated po- 
ets, not only of Spain but of the whole world, and, 
in particular, extremely fuccefsful in tranflating tome 
jof the Metamo^'phofes of Ovid." 

C H A P. VII. 

The fecond fally of our worthy knight Don Quixote 

de la Mancha. 

inn^HILE they were bufied in this manner, Don 
^^ Quixote began to qry aloud: " This way, 
this way, ye valiant knights, now is the time to fhevv 
the ftrenglh of yo^r invincible arms, that the cour- 
tic-rs may not carry off the honour of the tourna- 
ment." 
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ment." The fcnitiny of the books that remained 
was deferted by the curate and barber, who haftened 
to the author of this noify exclamation, and it is bcr 
heved, that all were committed to the flames, unfccn, 
4inheard, not even excepting the Carolea, and Lyoa 
of Spain, together with the exploits of the emperor^ 
compofed by Don Luis d'Avila, M^iich were, doubt« 
lefs, among thofe committed to the fire, though per- 
haps, had the curate feen them, they would not have 
undergone fo fevere a fentence. 

When they arrived in Don Quixote's chamber^ 
they found him on the floor, proceeding with his 
rhapfody, and fencing with the walls, as broad awake 
as if he had never felt the influence of flcep. Laying 
hold on him, by force they reconvcyed him to his bed, 
where, after having refted a little, he returned to his 
ravings, and addrefled himfelf to the curate in thefc 
words: " Certainly, my lord archbifliop Turpin, 
we, who are called the twelve peers of France, will be 
greatly di%raced, if we allow the court knights to 
win the viftory in this tournament, after we, the ad- 
venturers, have gained the prize in the three preceding 
(lays.** ** Give yourfelf no trouble about that confi- 
deration, my worthy friend, faid the . curate ; for 
Providence may turn the fcale, and what is loft to- 
day may be retrieved to-morrow. In the mean time 
have a reverend care of your iiealthj for you feem to 
be exceflively fatigued, if not wounded grievoufly.'* 
^* 1 am not wounded, replied the knight ; but, that 
I am battered and bruifed, there is no manner of 
doubt : for the baftard: Don Orlando has mauled me 
to mummy, with the trunk of an oak ; and all out of 
mere envy, becaufe he faw that I alone withftood 
his valour. But may I no longer deferve the name of 
Reynaldos de Mont-alban, if when I rife from thia 
bed, I do not repay, him in his own coin, in fpite of 
all his enchantments. Mean while bring ms fomcs 

D a food. 



51 TJic ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

food, which is what I chiefly want at prefcnt, and. 
let me alone to take vengeance for the injury I have 
received." 

In compliance with his dcfire they brought him 
fomething to eat, and left him again to his repofe, 
not without admiration of his madnefs and extrava- 
gance. That very night the houfekeeper fet fire to, 
and confumed, not only all the books that were in the 
yard, but alfo every one (he could find in the houfe ; 
and no doubt many were burned, which deferved to 
have been kept as perpetual archives. JBut this their 
deftiny, and the lazinefs of the inquifitors, would 
not allow 5 fo that in them was fulfilled the old pro- 
verb, a faint may fometimes fuffer for aftnner. Ano- 
ther remedy, which the curate and barber prefctibed 
for the diftemper of their friend was, to alter and 
block up the clofet where his books had been kept ; 
that upon his getting up, he fliould not find them, 
and the caufe being taken away, the efFeft might 
ceafe ; and that, upon his enquiry, they fhould tell 
him an enchanter had carried them off, clofet and 
all : this refolution was executed with all imaginable 
difpatch, during the two days, that Don Quixote kept 
his bed. 

The firft thing he did when he got up, was to go 
and vifit his books, and not finding the apartment 
where he had left it, he went froxii one corner of the 
houfe to the other in queft of his ftudy. Coming to 
the place where the door flood, he endeavoured, but 
in vain, to get in, and call his eyes all around, with- 
out uttering one fyllable; but after he had fpent 
Ibme time in this fort of examination, he enquired 
of his houfekeeper whereabouts he might find his 
boo.fc-clofet;. She, being well inftrufted, readily an- 
fwered, ^* What clofet, or what notliing is your wor- 
fliip in fearch of ? There are neither books nor clofet 
in this houfe > fox ihe devil himfeif has run awav 

witli 
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witK both." " It was not the devil, cried the niece/ 
but an enchanter that conveyed himfelf hither in a 
cloud, one night after your worfhip's departure, and 
alighting from a dragon on which he was mounted^ 
entered tlie clofet, where I know not what he did^ 
but having flaid a very little while, he came flying;' 
through the roof, leaving the whole houfe full of fmokcr 
And when we went to fee what he had done, we could 
neither find books noy clofet : only the houfekeeper 
and I can very well remember, that when the old 
wicked conjuror went away, he cried m a loud voice, 
that for the hatred he bore to tlie mafter of thofe 
books and clofet, he had done that mifcliicf, which 
would afterwards appear : he faid alfo, that his name 
was the fage Munaton." ** You mean Freflon,** 
faid Don C^ixote. " I do not know, anfwered the 
houfekeeper, whether it was Frefton, or Friton ; but 
this I am certain of, that his name ended in ton.'* 
^* The cafe then is plain, faid the knight, that fame 
fiige enchanter is one of mv greateft enemies ; who 
bears me a grudge, becaufe ne knows, by the myftery 
of his art, that the time will come, when I fliall fight 
and vanquiQi in fingk battle a certain knight, whom 
he favours, in fpite of all he can do to prevent-my fuc- 
ceis: and for this reafon, he endeavours to give me 
every mortification in his power; but let me telfhinr 
he won't find it an eafy matter to contradi£l, or evade 
what heaven has decreed," *• Who ever doubted 
that ? faid the niece ; but what bufinefs have you, 
dear uncle, with thefe quarrels ? Would it not be bet- 
ter to live in peace at home, than to ftray up and down 
the world in fearch of fuperfine bread, without con« 
fidcrine that niany a one goes out for wool, and 
comes iome quite Ihom." *< My dear niece, replied 
Don Quixote, : you are altogether out of your 
reckoning. Before I be fhorn, I will pull and pluck 
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off the fecards of all thofe who pretend to toUch m 
fingle hair of. my muflacho." 

The two women did not choofe to make any far- 
ther anfwer, bccaufe they perceived that hb choler 
was very much inflamed. After this tranfa£iion, 
however, he ftaid at home fifteen days^in great tran- 
quillity, without giving the leaft fign or inclinj^tion 
to repeat his folly j during which time many infi- 
nitely diverting converfations pafled between liin> 
and his friends, the curate and the barber : wherein 
he obferved that the world was in want offiothing 
fo much as of knights- errant, and that in him this 
•honourable order was revived. The clergymen fbmc- 
timcs contradiftcd him,' and fometimcs affented to 
what he faid, becafufe, without this artful condudb, he 
would have had no chance of bringing him to reafon. 

About this time too, the knight tampered with 3 
peafant in the neighbourhood, a very honeft fellow, 
if a poor man may deferve that title, but one- whcr 
had a very fmall quantity of brains in his ikul). lit 
fcort, he faid fo jnuch, ufcd fo many arguments to 
perfuade, and promifed him fnch mountains of wealthy 
that this poor (impleton determined to follow^ ^Hid 
ferve him in quality of fqutrc. . Among other things 
that he might be difpofed to engage chearfully^ 
ihe knight told him, that an adventure might one 
day happen^ in which he fhould win fome Mand in 
die twinkling of an eye, and appoint him governor 
q£ his eonqucft. Intoxicated with thefe, and otlicr 
Aich promifes, Sancho Panza ''fo was the country- 
mxn called) deierced his wife and children> ^nd Hfted 
himfelf as hie neighboar's %uare. ^ 

Thus far fuccefeful, Don Quixote took meafures 
for fupplying himfelf With money, and what by fell- 
ing one thing, mortgaging- another, and making a 
great many very bad bargains,, be r»ied a tolerable 
V , fum. 
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Aim* At die f»me time aocommodating hixnfelf with 
a target) which he borrowed of a friend^ aud patch** 
ing up the remaina of his vizor as well as he could^ 
lie adyertifed his fquure Sanclio of die day and hour 
IB which he refolved to fet out» that he might pro- 
vide himfelf with thofe things which he thought mod 
neceiTary for the occaiion : above all things, charg- 
ing him to purchafe a wallet. Sancho promifed to 
obey his orders, and moreover faid he was refolved 
to carry along with him an excellent afs which he 
hadj as be was not defigfied by nature to travel far 
on foot. 

With regard to the afs-, Don Quixofe demurred a 
little, endeavouring to tecolle£l (pme knight-errant 
who had entertamed a fquire mounted on an afs ; 
kut as no fuch infiance occurred to his memory, he 
was never thelefs d^stermined to allow it <mi this occa- 
fion, on a fuppoTition that he fliould be able to ac- 
commodate him with a more honoufab}e carriage, 
by difmountiiig the firft dlfcourteous knight he ihould 
meet with. He. alfo laid in a (lore of linen, and 
every thing elfe in his power, conformable to the 
advice of the innkeeper. 

Every thing being thus fettled and fulfilled, Panza, 
without taking leave of his children and wife ; and 
Don Quixote, without bidding adieu to his niece and 
hbufekeeper, fdllied forth from the village one night, 
unperceived by. any living foul, and travelled fo hard, 
that before dawn they found themfelves fecure from 
A\ fearch, if any fucl;ihad been made : Sancho. Pan^a 
journeying upon his afs like a venerable patriarch, 

to fee himfelf fettled in the government of that iuand 
which was promifed to him by his mafter. 

The knight happened to take the fame route, and: 
follow the fame road in which, he travelled at his firft 
(ally through the field of Montiel,. over which he now 

- D 4 paffed 
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pafled with much lefs pain than formerly, becaufe it 
M'as now early in the morning, the rays of the fun 
were more oblique, conftquentlyhe was lefs difturbed 
by the heat. It was hereabouts that Sancho firft 
opened his mouth, faying to his mafter, "Sir knight- 
errant, I hope your worfhip will not forget that fame 
ifland which you have promifed iiie^ and which J 
warrant myfelf able to govern, let it be as great as 
it will." Tcy this rcmonftrance Doii Quixote replied, 
" You muft know friend Sancho Panza, that it was 
an eftablifhed cuftom among the ancient knights- 
errant, to invcft their fquires with the government 
of fuch iflands and kingdoms as they had laid under 
their fubjeftion ; and I am firmly refolved, that fuch 
a grateful pra£^ice (hall never fail in me, who, on 
the contrary, mean to improve it by my genero/ity : 
for they fometimes, nay generally, waited until their 
fquires turned grey-haired, and men after they were 
worn out with fervice, and had endured many dif- 
mal days and doleful nights, bellowed upon them 
the title of count, or marquis at lead, of fome val- 
ley or province, more or lefs ; but if heaven fpares 
thy life and mine, before fix days be at an endy I 
may chance to acquire fuch a kingdom as fliall have 
others depending upon it, as if exprefslv defigned fof 
thee, to be crowned fovereign in one or them. And 
thou oughteft not to be furprifed, that fuch inci- 
dents and accidents happen to knights-errant, by 
means never before known or conceived, as will 
enable me even to exceed my promife.** ** In that 
cafe, repli ed Sancho Panyjg. jf I fliould ever becoine 

ftip mentions, my duck Juana Gutierez would alfo 
be a queen, and each of my daughters an infanta." 
" Certainly, faid the knight -, who doubts that ?** 
** That do I, faid the fquire ; for certain I am, that 
though it were to rain kingdoms upon Ae earth, not 

one 



DON CLU I X O T E. 57 

one of them would fct fcemly on the head of Mary 
* Guticrez ; your worlhip muft know, flic is not 
worth a farthing for a queen : flie might do indeed 
for a countefs with the blefling of God, and good 
afEftance/' ** Recommend the matter to Providence^ 
replied Don Quixote, which will beftow upon thee 
what will be bcfl adapted to thy capacity ; but let 
not thy foul be to far debafed, as to content itfelf 
with any thing lefs than a viceroyahy." " That I 
will not, anfwered Sancho, efpecially as I have a 
powerful matter in your worihip, who will load me 
with as much preferment as I can conveniently bear*" 

CHAP. VIII. 

Of the happy fuccefs of the valiant Don Quixote^ 
and the dreadful and inconceivable adventure o£ 
the wind-mills, with other incidents worthy to be 
recorded by the moil able hiftorian* . 



1 



N the midft of this their converfationy they difco' 
vered thirty or forty wind-mills all together on the 
plain, which the knight no Iboner perceived, than he 
faidtohis fquire, *^ Chance has conduced our affairs 
even better than we could either wifh or hope for ) 
look there, friend Sancho, and behold thirty or forty 
outrageous giants, witli whom I intend to engiige irt 
battle, and put every foul of them to death, fo that 
wc may begin to enrich ourfelves with their fpoils ; for 
it is a meritorious warfare, and ferviceable both to 
God and man, to extirpate fuch a wicked race from 
the face of the earth." " What grants do. you mean ?'* 
faid Sancho Panza in amaze. " Thoie you fee yon- 
der, replied his matter, with vatt extended arms ; 
fomc of which are two leagues long.'* **I would 



* How comes Jusina to be fofuddenly metamorphofed ioto Mary f 
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your worAip woifld Cake notice, replied Sancho, that 
thofc you fee yonder are no giants, but wind-mills ; 
and what feem arms to you, are fails, which being 
tprned with the'wind, make the mill-ftonc work."^ 
•* It feems very plain, faid the knight, that you are 
but a novice in adventures ; f hefe I affirm to be giants, 
and if thou art afraid, get out of the reach of danger^ 
. and put up thy prayers for me, while I join with 
Aem in fierce and unequal combat/* So faying, he 
^ut fpurs to his fteed Rozinante^ without paying the 
Icaft regard to the cries of his fquh-e Sancho^ who af- 
fured him, that thofe he was going to attack were no 
giants, but innocent wmd-mills : but he was fo much 
pofTefied with the opinion that they were giants, that 
he neither heard the advicie of the fquire Sancho, nor 
would ufe the inteffigence of his own eyes, though he 
was very near them : on the contrary, when he 
approached them, he called aloud : *' Fly not, ye 
bafe and cowardly mifcreants, for he is but a fingle 
knight who now attacks you." At that \nftant, a 
breeze of wind fpringing up, the great fails began 
to tu^nj which being perceived by Don Quixote,. 
" Though you wield, faid he, more arms than ever be- 
longed to the giant BriareuSi I will make you pay for 
your infolence." So faying, and heartily recom- 
mending himfelf to his lady Dulcinea, whom he im- 
plored to fuccour him in this emergency, bracing on 
his target, r-^.nd fetting his lance in the reftj he put 
Iiis Rozinante to full fpe^d, and aifaulting the 
neareft wind-mill, thruft^it into one of the fails,, which 
was drove about by the wind with fo much fury> 
that the lance was (hivered to pieces, and<both knight 
and fteed whirled aloft, and overthrown in very bad 
pKpht upon the plain. 

Sancho Panza rode as faft as the afs could carry 
him to his affiftance ; and when he came up, found 
him unable to ftir, by reafon of the bruifes which he 

and 
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and Rc^inante bad received. . '^ Lord have mercjr 
upoB us ! faid the (quires did not I tell your worihip 
to confider well what you were about ? Did not I aU 
fure you^ they were no other than wind*miUs ? In»» 
cieed nobody could miftake them ibr ;uiy thing ^Ife^ 
but one who has w];nd>mill$ in bia own head P' ^^ Pr^ 
thee, hold thy peace^ friend Sancho;, replied Don* 
Quixote ; the affairs of war are,.inpre than anv things 
fubje£^ to change. How much more fo, as I oelieve^ 
jiay, am certain, that the fage Frefton, who dole my 
clofet and books« has converted thofe giants into 
mills, in order to rob me of the honour of their over- 
^irow; fuch is the enmity he bears me^ but in the 
end^ all his treaeherous arts will but little avail againit 
the vigour erf rny fword.'* " GoA's will be d^ie I" 
replied Sancho ranza, who helped him tojrife and' 
mount Rozinante that was almou disjointed* 

While they convcrfed together upon what had hap- 
pened, they followed the rpad tha( leads to the pais 
«f Lapice ; for in that, which was a great thorough" 
fare, as Don Quixote obferved, it was impoffibte but 
they muft meet with many and divers adventures. As 
he jogged alongy. a good deal concerned for the lofs 
©f his lance, he faid to his fquire, ^ I remember to 
have read of a Spanifh knight, called Diego Perez de 
Vargos, who, having broke his fword in battle, tore 
off a. mighty branch or bough from an oak, with 
which he performed fuch wonders, and felled fo many 
Moors, that he retained the name of ManchuCa, or 
the feller, and all his defcendants from that day for- 
ward, have gone by the name of Vargos and Man- 
^uca. This circuxnftance I mention to tjiee, becaufe, 
from the firft afh or oak that I meet with,. I am re- 
folved to rend as large and flout a bough* as thgt,. 
with which I expe£l, and intend to perform fuch ex- 
ploits, as thou ihalt think thyfelf extrertiely happy 
KL being thought worthy to fee,., and give tefUmony 
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to* feats, othcrwife incredible.*' " By God's help^ 
fays Sancho, I believe that every thing will happen 
fts your worihip fays, but pray, fir, fit a little more 
upright ; for you feem to lean ftrangely to one fide, 
which muft proceed from the bruifes you received 
in your fall.*' "Thou art in die right, anfwered 
Don Quixote ; and if I do not complain of the paiii> 
it is becaufe knights-errant are not permitted to 
complain of any wound they receive, even though their 
fcowels Ihould come out of their bodies." ** If that 
l>e the cafe, I have nothing to reply, faid Sancho> 
4but God knows, I fhould be glad your worihip 
would complain when any thing gives you paiuii 
this I know, that, for my own part, the fmalleft prick 
in the world would make me complain, if that law 
of not complaining does not reach to the fquires 9^ 
well as the knights." Don Quixote could not help 
imiling at the fimplicity of his fquire, to whom he 
gave permlffion to complain as much and as often 
^s he pleafed, whether he had caufe or no ; for, as 
jret, lie had read nothing, to the contrary in the hit 
tory of knight-errantry. 

' Then Sancho obferving that it was dinner time, 
his mafter told him, that for the prefent he had no 
occafion for food'j but that he, his fquire, might go 
to vi6hials when he pleafed. With this perhiiilio^Uy 
SaiKho adjufted himfelf as well as he could upon his 
iafs/and taking out the provifion widi which be had 
fiufied his wallet, he droppJed behind his mafter a 
]good way, and kept his jaw's a-going as he jogged 
along, lifting the bottle to his head, from time to 
time, with fo much fatisfa£lion, that the moil pam- 
pered vintner of Malaga might have envied his 
fit nation. 

While he travelled in this manner, repeatitig hi« 
agreeable draughts* he never thought of thepromife 
which bis m%(ter had made to him^ nor ^osfidercdit 

as 
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%s a toil, but rather as a diverfion, to go in queft of 
adventures, how dangerous foever they niight be : in 
fine, that night they pafie<( under a tuft of trees, 
from one of which Don Quixote tore a withered 
branch to ferve inftead of a lance ^ and fitted to it 
the iron head he had taken from thai which was 
broken : all night long the knight clofed not an eye, 
but mufed upon his lady Dulcinea, in order to ac- 
commodate himfelf to wnat he had read of thofe er« 
rants who had pafled many fleeplefs nights in woods 
and deferts, entertaining themfelves with the remem-* 
brance of dieir miiirefTes. 

This was not the cafe with Sancho Panza, whof^ 
belly being well repleniihed, and that not with plan** 
tain water, made but one nap of the whole night, 
and even then, would not have waked, unlefs his 
mafter had called to him, notwithflanding the fun- 
beams that played upon his face, and the tinging of 
the birds, which in great numbers, and joyous me- 
lody, faluted the approach of the new day. The 
firft thing he did when he got up was to vifit his bot- 
tle, which finding confiderably more lank than it was 
the night before, he was grievoufly affliftied, becaufe 
in the road that . they purfued, he had no hopes of 
being able in a little time to fupply its defe£^. Don 
Quixote refufing to breakfaft, beqauib, as we have 
already faid, he regaled himfelf with the favoury re- 
membrance of his miftrefs, they purfued their jour- 
ney towards the pafs, which after three days travel- 
ling, they difcovcrcd. " Here, cried Don Quixote, 
here^ brother Sancho Panza, we fhall be able to dip 
our hands up to the elbows in what is called adven- 
ture ; but take notice, although thou feefl me befet 
with the mofl extreme danger, thou mull by no means 
even fo much as lay thy hand u^n thy fword, with 
de&gn to defend me, unlefs I am afiaulted by vulgar 
and low-born- antagoniftsj in which cafe thou nxayeil 

com« 



62 Th<? ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

come to my afliftance *, but if they are knights^ Aavt 
art by no nicans permitted or licenfed^ by the laws of 
chivalry, to give me the leaft fuccour, until thou thy- 
felf had received the honour of knighthood */* ** A* 
for that matter, replied Sancho, your worfhip fliall 
be obeyed to a tittle, for I am a very peaceable man^ 
and not at all fond of meddling with i;iot$ and quarrels* 
True, indeed, in the defence of my own perfon» I 
ihall not pay much regard to the faid laws» feeing- 
every one that is aggrieved is permitted to defend 
himfelf by all the laws of God and man." " I fay 
nothing to the contrary, replied Don Quixote, but in 
the affair of aflifting me againft knjghts, thou muft 
*1ceep thf natural impetuofity under the rein." " That 
will I, anfwered Sancho, 'and keep your konour^s 
command as ftriftly as I keep the Lord's day.** 

While they were engaged in this converfation,, 
there appeared before them two Bencdi£iine monks 
mounted upon dromedaries, for their mules were not 
much lefs with their travelling fpeftaclesi and um- 
brellas \ after them came a coach, accompanied by four 
or five people on horfeback, and two mule-driver» on 
foot. In this carriage, it was afterwards known, a 
Bifcayan lady was travelling to Seville to her hufhand, 
■who was bound to the Indies with a rich cargo. 

Don Quixote no fooner perceived the fryars (who 
though they travelled the fame roadj were not of her 



• Here Don Quixote feems to Have b«eB. too fcruptilous : for though 
no fquire v^s permitted to engage with a knight on fiorfeback, yet 
they were allowed, and even enjoined to affift their mailers when they 
were unhorfed or in danger, by )nounting them on frefli deeds, fup» 
flying them with arms, and warding oflf the blows that were aimed 
at them. Davy Gam, at the battle of Agincourt, loft his lift in. 
^ defending Henry V. of England, and St. Sevcrin met with the iame 
late in warding off the blows that wert aimed at Francis I. of France, 
ia the battle of Eavia. 

company} 
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company) than he fald to his fquirr, *^ If I am not 
very much miftaken, thi» will he the moft famous 
pidventore that ever was known ; |br thofe black ap-* 
paritions on the road mud doubtlefs be enchanters,, 
who are carrying ofFin that coach, fopie princefs- 
they hare ftolen y and there is a necefiity for my ex- 
erting my whole power in redrefling her wrongs."" 
" THs will be worL than the wind-mills, cried oan- 
cho ; for the love of God I fir, confider that thefe 
are Benedictine fryars, and thofe who are in the coach 
can be no other than common travellers. Mind what 
I fay, and confider what you do, and let not the de« 
vil deceive you.'* ** I have told thee already, Sancho, 
replied Don Quitote, that with regard to adventures, 
thou art utterly ignorant : what I fay is true, and in 
a moment thou (halt be convinced." 

So faying, he rode forward, aad placed hiimfelf in 
the middle of the highway through which the fryars 
were to pafs , and when he thought them near enough 
to hear what he faid, he pronounced in a loud voice, 
'^ Monftroos and diabolical race I furrender, this in- 
ftant, thofe high-born princeiTes, whom you carry 
•captives in that coach ; or prepare to receive imme- 
diate death, as a juft punifiiment for your mifdeeds." 
The fryars immediately flopped fhort, aftonilhed as 
much at the figure as at the difcourfe of Don Quixote : 
to which they replied, " Sir knight, we are nei- 
ther diabolical nor monflrous, but innocent monks 
of the order of St. Benedict, who are going this way 
about our own affairs ; neither do we know of any' 
princefTes that are carried captives in that coach. ' 
" Thefe fawning fpeeches, laid Don Quixote, fhall 
not impofe upon me, who know too well what a trea- 
cherous pack ye are ;" and without waiting for any 
other reply, he put fpurs to Rozinahte, and couch- 
ing his lance, attacked the firft fryar with fuch fury 
and ifefolution, that if he had not thrown bimfelf 

-from 
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from his mule, he would have come to the grotind 
^extremely ill-handled, not without fome dei^erate 
wound, nay, perhaps done' dead. The fecond monk, 
^ho faw how his companion had been treated, clap- 
ped fpurs to the flanks of his trufty muk, and flew 
througli the field even fwifter than the wind- 

Sancho Panza feeing the fryar on- the ground^ 
leaped from his afs with great agility, and beginning 
to uncafe him with the utmoft dexteritv, two of their 
fervants came up, and aiked for what reafon he 
Itripped their matter ? The fquire replied, that the 
cloaths belonged to him, as the fpoils that Don 
Quixote his lord had won in battle : but the others, 
who did not undcrftand raillery, nor know any thing of 
fpoils and battles, feeing Don Quixote at a good dif- 
tance, talking with the ladies in the coach, went to 
loggerheads with Sancho, whom they foon overthrew, 
and without leaving one hair of his beard, mauled 
him fo unmercifully, that he lay ftretched upon the 
ground, without fenfe or motion. Then, with the 
utmoft difpatch, the fryar, mounted, as pale as a fheet, 
and almoft frightened to death, and no fooner 
found himfelf on horfeback, than he galloped to- 
wards his companion, who tarried at a good diftance, 
to fee the iflue of this ftrange adventure. However, 
being joined again, without waiting for the conclu- 
fion of it, they purfued their journey, making as 
many ctofles -as if the devil had been at tlieir backs. 

lion Quixote, in the mean time, as we have al- 
rea ly obferved, was engaged in converfation with the 
lady in the coach, to whom he exprefled himfelf in 
this manner : Beautiful lady, you may now difpofe 
of your own perfon according to your pleafure ; for 
the pride of your raviihers lies level with the ground^ 
being overthrown by this my invincible arm ; and that 
you may be at no difficulty in underftanding the name 
of your deliverer^ know that I am Don Quixote de h 

Mancha, 
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Mancha, knight-errant, adventurer and captive of the 
unparalleled and beautiful Donna Dulcinea del To- 
bofo: and the only acknowledgment I expe£l for the 
benefit you have received, is, mat you return to that 
place, and prefenting yourfclf before my miftrefs» 
tell her what I have performed in behalf of your li- 
berty." This whole addrefs of the knight was over- 
heard by a Bifcayan fquire, who accompanied the 
coach, and who, leeing that he would not allow the 
carnage to pafs forward, but inCfted upon their im- 
mediate returning to Tobofo, rode up to Don Quixote^ 
and laying hold of his lance> fpoke to him thus,, 
in bad Caftilian, and worfe Bifcayan 1 " Get thee 
gone, cavalier, go to the devil, I zay ; vor, by the 
God that made her, if thou wilt not let the coach 
alone, che will kill the dead, as zure as che was a 
Bifcayan." The knight, underftanding very well 
what he faid, replied with great compofure; ** If 
thou waft a gentleman, as thou art not, t would chai^ 
tife thy infolence and raflinefs, wretched creature.*^ 
" I not a gentleman V* replied the Bi&ayan in great 
cholcr ; •* by God in heaven ! thou lieft, as I am a 
chriftian : if thou wilt throw away thy lance, and' 
draw thy fword, che will foon zee which be the bet* 
ter man*. Bifcayan by land, gentleman by zea, 
gentleman by devil; and thou lieft, look ye, in thy 
throat, if thou zayeft otherwife." " Thou (halt fee 
that prefently, as Agragis faid," replied Don Quixote,. 
who, throwing his lance upon the ground, unlheath- 
ing his fword, and bracing on his target, attacked 
ihc Bifcayan with full refolution to put him to death f . 

His 



• The literal meaning of the Spanifh is, Thou (halt foon fee who 
is to carry the cat to the water ; or rather, in the corrupted Bifcayai* 
phf afe^Thc water how foqn thou wilt fee, that thoucarrieft to the cat. 

t This behaviour of Don Quixote was exa<ftly conformable to the- 
ruW of chi ralry ; which, though they Sundered tkoight from fighting 
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His antagonift, who faw him approach, fain woui J 
hav€ alighted from his mule (which, being one of 
tlie worft that ever was let out for hire,, could not 
much be depended upon) ; but he fcarce had time ta 
draw his fword; however, being luckily near the 
coach, he fnatched out of it a cufliion, which lerved 
him as a fliield, and then they flew upon each other 
as two. mortal enemies. The reft of the people w^ha 
were prefent endeavoured, but in vain, to appeafe, 
them ; for the Bifcayan fwore, in his uncouth ex pre f-. 
fions, that if they did hot leave him to fight the bat- 
tle, he would certainly murder histmiftrefsy and every 
body who fhould pretend to oppofe it, . The lady in: 
tlie coach, furprifcd and frightened at what fhe faw, 
orderecl the coachman to drive a little out of the road, 
to a place from whence fhe could fee at a diftance this 
rigorous engagement. In the courfe of which, the 
Bifcayan beftowed fuch a huge ftroke upon the ihoul- 
der of Don Quixote, that if it had not been for the 
defence of his buckler, he would have been cleft down, 
to his girdle. The knight feeling the (hock of fuch 
an unconfcionable blow, exclaimed aloud: " ODul- 
cinea ! lady of my foul, thou rofe of beauty, fuc- 
c6ur thy knight, who, for the fatisfaftion of thy ex- 
ceffive goodnefs, is now involved in this dreadful 
emergency." To pronounce thefe words,, to raife his 
fword, to fecurc "Tiimfelf with his target, and attack 
the Bifcayan, was the work of one inftant ; for he was. 
determined to rilk his all upon a fingle ftroke. His- 
antagonift, who faw him advance, and by this time 
was convinced of his courage by his rcfolmion, deter- 
mined to follow his example j and covciing hlmCclC 

with his cufliion, waited his afTault, without being 



in armour with a fquirc, did not preTCirt him from giTing fatis£a<ftJbn 
to an inferior, at fword or target ; and every fquirc who was ag^ 
grieved had a right to demaodit* 

able 
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able to turn his mule either on one fide or the other : 
for Hit was already^ fo jaded^ and fo little ,accullonied 
to fuch paftime, that (he would not move one (Icp 
out of the way. 

Don Quixote then, as we have faid, advanced 
againft the cautious Bifcayan, his fword lifted up 
with an intention to cleave him through the middk ; 
die Bifcayan wsated his attack im the fame podurey 
being (hielded with his cufliion. The frightened 
bye-ftanders flood aloof, intent upon the fuccefs of 
tliofe mighty ftrokcs that threatened each of the 
combatants; and the lady in the coach, with the reft 
of her attendants, put up a th.'^ufand prayers to hea- 
ven, and vowed an . ollering to every image, and 
houfe of devotion in 15pain, provided God would 
deliver the fqnire and Aem from the imminent dan- 
ger in vvhich they were : but the misfortune is, that 
in this very critical inftant, the author of the hif- 
tory has left this- battle in fufpcnce> excufing him- 
felf, that he could find no other account of Don 
Quixote's exploits, but what has already been re*^ 
hted. True it is, that the' fecond author of this 
work could not believe that foch a curious hiftory 
was configned to oblivion ; nor, that there could be 
fach a fcarcity of curious virtuofi m La Mancha^ 
but that fome papers relating to this famous knight 
Ihould be found in their archives or cabinets : and 
therefore, pofifeffcd of this opinion, he did not de- 
fpair of finding the conclufion of this delightful hif- 
tory, which indeed he very providentially lighted 
upon, in the manner which wiU be related in the 
Kcond book. 
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Of the Sagacious Hidalgo 

DON QJJ I X O T E 

DE LA MANCHA. 



PART 1. BOOK H* 
CHAP. r. 

The conclufion and confequence of the (tupendouf 
combat between the gallant Bifcayan> and the 
¥aiiant knight of La Mancha* 

TN the firft lipok of this hiftorv we left the ya« 
^ liant Bifcayan and renowned I)on Quixote with 
their gleaming fwords brandiihed'~ aloft, about 
to difcharge two fuch furious ftrokes, as muil 
(if they had cut flieer) have cleft them both af un- 
der from top to toe, like a couple of pomegranates ^ 
and in this dubiqiis and critical conjunSure, the 
delicious hiftory abruptly breaks off, without our 
being informed by the author, where or how that 
which is wanting may be found. 

I was not a littk concerned at this difappointment 'i 
for the pleafure I enjoyed in the little I had read, was- 
changed ifito difguft, when I refle£led on the fmall 
pTofjpccl I had of finding the greater paft of this re*- 

. lifliing 
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liihing ftory, which, in my opinion, was loft : and 
yet it feemed impoffible and contrary to every lau- 
Gauble cuftom, that fuch an excellent knight (hould 
be nnprovided with fome fage to undertake the hif- 
tory of his unheard-of exploits ; a convenience which 
none of thofe knights-errant who went in queft of 
adventures ever wanted, each of them having been 
accommodated vfith one or two mecromancers, on 
purpofe to record not only his atchievements, but 
even his moft hidden thoughts and amufements. 
Surely then fuch a complete errant could not be fo 
unlucky as to want that, which even Platil, and other 
fuch fecond-rate warriors, enjoyed. 

I could not therefore prevail upon myfelf to be- 
lieve that fuch a fpiritcd hiftory was left fo lame and 
iinfinilhed, but laid the whole blame on the malig- 
nity of time, which waftes and devours all things, 
and by which, no doubt, this was either confumed 
or concealed : on the other hand, I confidered, that as 
ibme books had been found in his library, fo modem 
as the Undeceptions of Jealoufy, together with the 
Nymphs and Shepherds of Henares ; his own hiftory 
muft alfo be of a modern date, and the circumftances, 
though not committed to writing, ftill freOiin the me- 
mory of his neighbours and townfmen. This confi- 
deration perplexed and inflamed me with the defire 
of knowing the true and genuine account of the life 
and wonderful exploits 0? our Spanifli worthy Don 
Quixote de la Mancha, the fun and mirror of Man- 
chegan chivalry^ the firft who, in this our age, and 
^fe degenerate times, undertook the toil and excr- 
cife of erramry and arms, to redrefs grievances, fup- 
poft the widow, and proteft thofe damfcls who ftroU 
^bout with whip and palfrey, from hill to hill, and 
from dale to dale, on the ftrength of their virginity 
alone : for in times paft, unlefs fome libidinous 
«lown with hafchet and morrion, or monftrous giant, 

7 forced 
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forced her to his brutal ^-ifheS) a damfel might h«re 
lived fourfcore years, without ever lying under any 
other cover than that of heaven, and then gone to 
her grave as good a maiden as the mother that bore 
her. I fay, merefore, that for thefe and many other 
confiderations, our gallant Don Quixote merits in- 
ceiTant and immortal praife ; and even I myfelf may 
claim fome (hare, for my labour ^nd diligence in 
finding the conclufion of this agreeable hiftory; 
though I am well aware, that if I had not been fa- 
voured by fortune, chance, or providence, the world! 
would have been deprived of that pleafure and fatif- 
faftion which the attentive reader may enjoy for an 
hour or two, in perufing what follows : the manner 
of my finding it I will now recount. 

While I was walking one day on the exchange of 
Toledo, a boy coming up to a certain mercer, offered 
to fell him a bundle of old papers he had in his hand : 
now, as I have always a ftrong propenfity to read even 
thofe fcraps that fometimes fly about the ftreets, I 
was led by this my natural curiofity, to turn over fome 
of the leaves : I found them written in Arabic, which 
not being able to read, though I knew the charafters, I 
looked about for fome Portuguefe Moor who Ihould 
underftand it ; and indeed, though the language had 
been both more elegant and ancient, I might eafily 
have found an interpreter. In fliort, I lighted upon 
one, to whom cxprefling my defire, and putting the 
pamphlet into his hands, he opened it in the middle, 
and after having read a few lines, began to laugh ; 
when I afked the caufe of his laughter, he faid it was 
occafioned oy a whimfical annotation in the margin 
of the book. I begged he would tell me what it was, 
and he anfwertd, ftill laughing, " What L find 
written in the margin, is^o thispurpofe : This fame 
Dulcinea, fo cften mentioned in the hiftory, is faid 
to have had the beft hand at faking pork of any wo- 
man iu La Mancha." 

I Not 
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Not a little furprifed at hearing Dulcinea del To- 
tofo mentioned, I immediately conjcftured that the 
bundle aftually contained the hiftory of Don Quixote : 
poiTeiTcd with this notion, I bad him, with great ea- 
gernefs, read the title-page, which having perufed, he 
tranllated it extempore trom Arabic to opanifh, in 
diefe words : •* The hiftory ©f Don Quixote de la 
Mancha, written by Cid Hamet Benengeli, an Ara- 
bian author." No fmall difcretion was requifite to 
^iflemble the fatisfaftion I felt, when my ears were 
faluted with the title of thefe papers, which, fnatching 
from the mercer,, I immediately bought in the lump 
for half a rial ; though, if the ov-nerhad been cunning 
enough to difcover my eagemefs to poflefs them, he 
flight have laid his account with getting twelve times 
the fum by the bargain. ' 

I then retired with my Moor through the cloyfters of ' 
the cathedral, and defired him to tranflate all thofe 
papers that related to Don Quixote into the Caftilian 
tongue, without addition or diminution, offering to 
pay any thing he (hould charge for his labour : his 
demand w^as limited to two quarters of raifins, and as 
many bufliels of wheat, for which he promifed to 
tranflate them with great care, concifenefs, and fide- 
lity: but I, the more to facilitate the bufinefs, with- 
outj}arting with fuch a rich prize, conducted him to 
my own houfe, where, in little lefs than fix weeks, 
be tranflated the whole, in the fame manner as fliall 
here be related. 

In the firft fheet was painted to the life the battle 
Detwixt Don Quixote and the Bifcayan, who were re- 
prefented in the fama pofture as the hiftory has al- 
ready defcribed, their fwords brandifti^l aloft, one of ' 
the antagonifts covered with his ftiield, the other with 
liis cufliion, and the Bifcayan's mule fo naturally fet 
^orth, that you might have known her to have been 
an hireling, at the diftance of a bow-ftiot. Under 

the 



« 



ya The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

the feet of her rider was a label, containing thcfe 
words>Don Sancho de Azpetia^ which was doubtlefs 
Jiis name^ and beneath our knight was another, with 
the title of Don Quixote. Rozinante was mod won-.« 
derfully delineated, fo long and raw-boned, fo lank 
and meagre, fo fharp in the back, and confumptive, 
that one might eafily perceive, with what propriety 
and penetration the name of Rozinante had been be- 
ftowed upon him. Hard by the fteed was Sancho 
tanza,. holding his afs by the halter, at whofe feet 
was a third label, infcribed Sancho Zancas, who, in 
the pifture, was reprefented as a perfon of a ftort 
ftature, Twag belly, and long fpindle-fhanks : for this 
reafon he ought to be called indifcriminately by the 
names of * Panza and Zancas; for by both thefe 
Crnames is he fomctimes mentioned in hiftory. 

There were divers other minute circumftances to be 
obfcrved, but all of them of fmall importance and 
concern to the truth of the hiftory, though indeed no- 
thing that is true can be impertinent : however, if 
any objeftion can be ftarted to the truth of this, it 
can be no other, but that the author was an Arabian, 
of a nation but too much addifted to falfehood, thoughi 
as they are at prefent our enemies, it may fee. fun- 
pofed, that he has rather failed than exceeded in the 
reprefentation of our hero's exploits : for, in my opi- 
nion, when he hadfi<quently opportunities and ealls 
to exercife his pen in the praife of fuch an illuftrious 
knight, he feems to be induftrioufly filent on the fub- 
jeft 5 a circumftance very little to his commendation, 
for all hiftorians ought to be pun6):ual, candid, and 
difpaffionate, that neither intereft, rancour, fear, or 
affeftion, may miflead them from the road of trutii, 
whofe mother is hiftory, that rival of time, that rc- 
pofitory of great aftions, witnefs of the paft, example 



* Panza, In Caftilian, fign^fies Paunch ; and Zanchas, Spindle- 
iiankt. 

and 
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2nd pattern of the prefcnt, and oracle of future 
a^s. In this, I know, wiU be found whatfoever 
can b^ expe^ed in the moft pieafant performance; 
« and if any thing feems xmperfe£l, I affirm- it mufl: 
be owing to the fault of the infidel its author^ rather 
than to any failure of the fubjed itfelf : inr fhort^ 
the fecond book in the tranflation begins thus : 

The flaming fwords of the two vaUant and incenfed 
combatants, brandifhed in the air, feemed to threaten 
heaven, earth, and hell, fuch xvas the rage and refo- 
lution of thofe that wielded them : but the firft blow 
was difcharged by the choleric Bifcayan, who ftnick 
with fuch force and fury, that if the blade had not 
turned by the way, that fingle ftroke would have been 
fulEcient to have put* an end to this dreadful confiid, 
and all the other adventures of our knight j hut his 
good gehius, which preferved him for migntier things^ 
turned the fword of his antagonift afide, io that though 
it fell upon his left (houlder, it did no other damage 
than difarm that whole fide, flicing pff, in its paflage, 
the greateft part of his helmet, with half of his car, 
Mdiich fell ta the ground with hideous ruin, leaving 
him in a very uncomfortable (ituation. Good hca-^ 
vcns! where is the man who can worthily exprefs 
the rage and indignation which entered into the heart 
of o\xf Manehegan, When he faw himfelf handled in 
this manner? I fhall only fay, his fury was fuch, 
that raifing himfelf^ again in his ftirrups, and grafp- 
ing his fword with both hands> he difcharged it fo 
full upon thp cufliion and head of the Bifcayan, ' 
which it but ill defended, that, as if a mountain had 
fallen upon him, he began to fpout blood from his 
noftrils,. mouth, and ears, and feemed ready to fall 
from his mule ; which would Certainly have been the 
cafe, if he had hot laid hold of the mane : yet, nbt- 
withftanding this effort, his feet falling out qf the 
ftirrups, and his arms quitting their hold, the mule, 
which was frightened at the terrrible ftroke, began to 

Vol. I. ^^ E ' x\m 
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run aCTofs the field^ and, after a few plunges, cafne 
with her mafter to the ground. Don Quixote, who 
fat obferving him with great tranquillity, no fooner 
perceived him fall, than leaping from his horfe, he 
ran up to him with great agility, and fetting the 
point of his fword to his throat, bad him furrcnder 
on pain of having his head cut ofF^ The Bifcayan 
was fo confounded by the blow and fall he had fuf- 
tained, that he could not anfwer one fyllable ; and as 
Don Quixote was blinded by his rage, he would have 
fared very ill, if the ladies of the coach, who had 
hitherto, in great confternation, been fpeftators of 
the battle, had not run to the place* where he was, 
and requefted, with the moft fervent intreaties,. that 
his worfliip would graitt them the favour to fparc 
, the life of their fquire. 

To this petition, the knight replied, widi great 
ftatelinefs and gravity, " Afluredly, moft beautiful 
ladies,! am very ready to do what- you defire, but it 
(hall be upon condition and provifo, that this cava- 
lier promife to go ftrait to Tobofo, and prefent him- 
felf, in my behalf, before the unparalleled Donna 
Dulcinea, that (he may ufe him according to her 
good pleafure." The timorous and difconfolate la- 
dies, without entering into the detail of what Don 
Quixote defired, or enquiring who this Dukinea 
was, promifed that the fquire fhould obey the 
knieht's commands in every thing. " Upon the 
faith of your word, then, faid Don Quixote, I will 
do hihi no farther damage, though he has richly de- 
fcrv&d it at my hand." 
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CHAP. n. 

Of what farther happened between Don Quixote 

and the Bifcayan. 

A LL this time SanchoPanza having got up^ though 
^ very roughly handled by the lacquies of the 
fryars, ftood very attentively beholding the battle of 
his mafler Don Quixote^ and put up ejaculatory pe- 
titions to heaven, that it would pleafe to grant him 
the vi£iory, and that he might gain by it fome iiland» . 
of which he himfelf might be made governor,, iii 
confequcnce of the knight's promifc. Seeing there- 
fore the battle ended, and his mailer returning to , 
mount Rozinante, he went to hold his flirrup, and 
before lie.gqt up> fell on his knees before hini i then r 
laying liold .of his hand, and kiffing it, pronoun<;ed 
with great fervency, ** Sir Don Quixote, will your 
worihip be pleafed to beftow on me the government 
of that iftand which you have won in this dreadful 
combat; for let it be ever fo great, I find I have 
fb^ngth enough, to govern it, as well as any he who 
governs an ifland in this world." To this requeft Doa 
%ixote replied ; " You muft know, brother San- 
cho, that fuch as thefe are not adventurer of iflands, 
but frays that happen in bye-roads, in which there 
is nothmg to be got but a broken head, with the lofs 
of an ear : have a little patience, and we (hall meet 
with adventures, which will enable me to make you 
not only, a goverixpr, but fomething more." Sancho 
made him many hearty acknowledgements for li^^ 
promife, then kjfling his hand again, and. his coajj 
of mail, helped him to mount Rozinante ; and he 
himfelf getting upon his afs, followed his maftcr, 
>vho fet off at a round pace ; and, without bidding 
adieu, or fpeaking one fy liable to thofe in the coach, 
entered a wood that was in the neighbourhood. . 

£ 2 Sanch* 
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Sancho followed him as hard^^s I^s beaft would 
%ot^ but Rozinan€e^ exerted fuclrfpeed, that feeing 
Jbrimfelf left behind, he was obliged to call Xxx his ^ai^ 
1^' to i^it'foF-^him^ The knight complied with his 
• tequcft, and checked hid- horfcuntH he was overtakeix 
by his weary fquire, who, when he ^preached Jiim, 
**«S|t) fiid'hfe, methinks it would he the wifeft courfc 
for us to retreat to fome church ; for as he with whonii 
yeu fought remcims but in a forry condition, 'tis 
odd$b(u^ they inform the * holy brotherhood of the 
afl^it) and:havc us apprehended I and' verily, if they. 
d«, before wo get out of prifon we ipay chance to 
fweat for itk*' " Peace, Sancho, faid Pon Quixote, 
"vi^Fe didft thou- ever- fee or hear> that a knight-ar- 
rant waS'broughft to juftice for the greateil homicides 
he hadr' committed? ■* ** I know nothing of your ho- 
ney-feedSf anfwercd Sancho, nor in my life did I ever 
fee- one -of them: this only. I know, that the holy 
fariidierbood tcoinmonly looks after thofe who quarrel- 
and fight- up and down the; country; and as to the 
cthef a#snr| Ihaveno bufinefs to intermeddle in it/* 
'♦'Set-your heart ateafe then, friend Sanchoi re- 

Jlted Deii- Quikote, for I will deliver you from the 
ands of thePhiliftines, much more from the dutches 
of the brothcAood: but tell me, on thy life, haft 
thou ever feen a more valiant knight than me in ajiy 
country of the known world ? Haft thou ever read in 
ftorv o3F any other who poffeffes, or has poflefTed more 
courage in- attacking, more breath in preferving, 
mofe dexterity in- wounding, and more agility in 
overthrowing ' his antagonift r' " The truth is, an- 
fwered Sanchti^, I never read a hiftory finee I was 
born 5 for indeed I can neither read nor write j but 



* Santa Hetmandad was a brotherhood or fociety inilituted in Spaia 
io times of confufiou, to fiipprcfi robbery, and render travelling fafe. 

what 
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v^hat I will make bold lo wager up0n is, that a mote 
daring mafterthan your worihip I ncrer ferted in the 
days of my life ; and I wiih to Ood> that ycrtir ^ou* 
rage may not meet with that ipeward I h^.c^ already 
mentioned. Whit I .beg of your worfhip at prefeilt 
is;]^at you would allow me to drefs that ear, which 
b^i& very much) for I baye got fome lint, and «» 
lit& White ointment in my wallet/' •• 'Fhcfe wouU 
.katet>een altogedier needie(% anfwered theknight, 
lltlfaad remembered to make a phial of the balfam cf 
TwtMhrzSy one finale drop of which would hvc abun* 
: dance ^f tiitoe and 'trouble.*' ** What fort of a phial 
and balfam ii that P^ l^id Sancho Panza. *<it is a 
ballapiy. rcpiicd'Don Quixote, the receipt of which I 
Tetaii^ ia: my nsemory, and he that poiieiie»the va^ 
Suable compofition needs be in no fear of death, nor 
'think of ;peri(faiiig by any ^wound whatibever : and 
therefore^ when I ffaall hare made it^ and delivered' it 
•into thy Keeping, thou'hafli no more to^Q>' when thoii 
fc^.rmete any: cdnAat cut through the niiddte,a eir- 
eumftstfice that^rery often happens, hut to^faotchup 
rtfaat pan of the body which fi^lls to the ground, anc^, 
jiefore the Uo^d fliall congeal, fet it upon thie other 
jiolf diat remains in the :^dk<^ taking care tt> join 
Asm '^th ^Ac tttmoft iite^ ; tsihd ctz&nt(s : then 
•nsddng me ;fwaiIow.a i6Qy^;iof draughts ^f tte 
afotefaid balfam, thou witl-.ti^^ me, in a twinkling^^ 
as whole arid as'founa is.|i|j;;appl<:7*' 

<^ If < that be thevoafe,>^MdJ^ Pan^a, I hvtoee'* 
fotth nsenmmee the; go?etntnent X>{ that^iibifd ydHi 
pvditeifiKd me,' and ^elfrib'tiabtber ipewaTd;^^fdrtny lonig 
wftd £aithfiil (etvioe, bat that ^our worfj^ip will gi^ 
toeilie receipt of that -feme tnoft^€xce^ii1g -UquDr; 
for rim^agine, that it will fell for twor^is an oUn<3e 
^t fcafl, and 4^ will be fuffictent t« make me fpertU 
the refl of 'n^ days in credit and eafe : but it will be * 
Uccci&ry'to tnow, If the tohipofftionbR collly.'' **^I 



\ ^ 
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can make a gallon of it for lefs than three rials," 
replied the knight. " Sinner that I am ! cried San- 
cho, what hinders your worfhip from teaching me 
to make it this moment ?" " Hold thy tongue, friend, 
faid the knight, I intend to teach thee greater fecretr, 
and beftow upon thee more coniiderable rewards 
than that ; but, in the mean time, let us drefs my 
ear, which pains me more than I could wifh." 

The fquire accordingly took out his lint and oint- 
ment; but when his mailer found that his helmet 
was quite demolifhed, he had almoft run ftark mad : 
he laid his hand upon his fword, and lifting up hh 
hands to heaven, pronounced aloud, ^* I fwear by 
the Creator of all things, and by all that is written 
in the four holy evangelills ! to lead the life which the 
great marquis of Mantua led, when he fwore to re- 
venge the death of his coufin Valdovinos ; neither to 
eat food upon a table, nor enjoy his wife, with many 
other thingSj which, though I do not remember, I here 
confider as exprefled, until I fliall have, taken full 
vengeance, upon him who has done me tliis injury*." 
Sancho hearing this invocation, " Sir Don Quixote 
faid he, I hope your worfhip will confider, that if the 
knight fhali accomplifli what he was ordered to do *, 
namely to prefent himfelf before my lady Dulcinea 
del Tobofo, he- will have done his duty, and ccr- 



. *'Thefe ridiculous oaths or vows are not confined to romaiscefc 
]Philip the good duke of Burgundy, a^ a poblic banquet, vowed to 
God, the holy virgin, the peaco^k,«and the ladies, that he would dc- 
fdare war againft the infidels i.amd a great number of perfons who 
were prefent, lifted themfehxs under the fame vow, and incurred 
voluntary penancetintil it fhould be accompliihed. Some fwore they 
would never lie upon a bed, others renounced the ufe of a table-cloth* 
a third fet obliged themselves to fail one particular day in the week) 
a fourth went without one particular piece •f armour, a fifth Wore hl« 
^rmour night and day, and many confined themfelves to fhiits of fack* 
cloth and hair. 

tainlf 
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tainly defervcs no other puniihment, unlefs he com- 
mits a new crime." " Thou haft fpoke very much 
to the purpofe, and hit the nail on the head, replied 
Don Quixote ; therefore I annul my oath, fo far as 
it regards my revenge ; but I make and confirm it 
anew, to lead the life I have mentioned, until fuch 
time as I^can take by force as good a helmet as this* 
from fome other knight ; and thou muft not think/ 
Sancho, that I am now making a fmoke of ftraw ; 
for I know very wHl whom I imitate in this affair ; 
the fame thing having literally happened about the 
helmet of Mambrino, which coft Sacripante fodcar ♦.'* 
" Sir, fir, replied Sancho, with fome heat, I wifli 
your worfliip would fend to the devil all fuch oaths, 
which are fo mifchievous to the healthy and prejudici:il 
to the confcience: for, tell me now, if we fliould 
not find in many days a man armed with a helmet^ 
what muft we do ? Muft we perform this vow, in- 
fpite of all 'the rubs and inconveniencies in the way : 
filth as to lie in one's cloaths, and not to fleep inau 
inhabited place, with a thoiifand other penances con- 
tained in the oath of that old mad marquis of Mantns, 
which your worihip now wants to renew ? Pray, fir, 
confider that there are no armed people in thefe 
roads, none but carriers and carters, which, far from 
wearing helmets themfclves, perhaps never heard of 



' Geoffroi de Rangon, Kaving been injured hj the rount de la 
Marchc, fwore by the faints that he woiild yrcar his bufkin like a 
'fOBxan, and ncrcr fulTep-hunfelf to be ihaved, in the manner of 
cliivalrj, until he fhould be revenged. This bath he fcrupuloufl/ ob« 
fervcd, until he faw his adverfary, with his wife and childKn, kneeling 
in diftrefs before the king, and imploring hia forgivenefs ; then h« 
called for a ftool, adjufted his b«ikin, and was ihaved in prefence of 
^is aiajefty and all the court. 

• The knight's forehead was commonly (baved, that in cafe he fhould 
lofe his helmet In combat, hit antagonift ihould have no hold by^, 
Vfhich he might be pulled off his horfe. 

E 4 any 
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any fudr thing during the Mrholecourfe of dneir lives.'' 
^* There thou art egregioufly {iniftaken, replied Don 
Qutxote^'for, before we are two'faours iii thefe crofs* 
iRrays, we (hall fee armed mea more numerous than 
th(ue that came to Aibraca, in order to win Ange- 
lica the fair/' ** On then, and be it fo, faid Sancho» 
and pray God we- may fucceed^ and that the time may 
come when we fhall gain that ifland which has coil 
xne fo dear^ .andthen 1 care not how foon L die/' '^ I 
have already advifed thee^Sanchp^ iai4 tbe kn%ht, 
to giv^e thyfelf ^o ttouble i^boii^ tHat affair,^ for^ 
ftould we ibe difappointed in the expe£kation of an. 
inland, there is theJ^ingdom of DehmarH^ or that 'o£ 
$oWedi2a, which ,wj11 fuit thee as well as ever a 
ling fitted a finger> and ought <to give thee more Jjby^ 
becaufe at is fitaated on term firma ; but let us leave 
tbefe things to the determination of time; and fee. 
if thou haft got any thing in thy wallet^ for w^ 
muft go pre&atly in queft of fome caftl^, where we 
may procure a night's lodgings and ingredients to 
inidE^ that fame baYfam I inex\,tioiied<; for, I vow to 
Opd, tny ear gives itte infinity paiJ^/v , : . 

** I have; gb(*here in 4»y b?gs, faid 'Saac^di an 
<inion> a' i£ce of cheefe, anda few cr^fl^s of ht€ad^ 
hilt thefe are. eaiiables which do not fuit the pirate of. 
fuch a valiantknight-^rrant as your wofftiip*'* " How 
Kttk you anderftand of the matter ! anfwered Don 
Quixote. Thou muft know, San<iho, that it is for' 
the honour of .knights-errant, to abftain whole 
months together from food, and when they do eat, 
to be contented with what is next at band ; this thou 
wouldft not have been ignorant of, hadft thou:read {o 
many hiftories sts I have perufed, in which, 'nume- • 
TGUS as they are, I have never found any account of 
knights^rrant eating, eixcept occafionally, at fome 
fumptuous banquet made on purpofe for diem; at 
other tiixies, living upon air ; and though it muft be . 
taken for granted^ that they could not altogether live 

without 
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wkhbnt eating, or complyiag mtii' the dther ^neeeffi*. 
tlesb£ nature, 'beitag-ta ene&:«»ii as-^re afe ; yetire 
are'Kkewife to ooniider, dm «a8 l3bc|;rcateft part of 
their lives was fpent in travelling through woods and 
deferte, without any cook or caterer,, their erc&iaij 
diet was no other than fuch ndUc^food as thou hm 
now got for ourprefent oecafions ^: nktwtofit,'fgi€ad 
Sanche, gi^ tfcylelf no uneafinds, beeatlfe thou i»(b 
got nothinrg togratlfythe^pabte, •horietfk to'dtdifaige 
er alter wk conftitution.of -thiiiffs." ^*S teg ^6ur 
worfttip's ipsar^otif faid >i^ncho,:»:^ as I^an^oemi^r 
read *nor write> as I <haye already obfepved,. 'I imy 
harC' ndfftaken the rules of your^bpiigfatly fvofeflioh^, 
but|^ front hencefonxKard, I wili ftoie my budget wi^ 
all forts of dry. fruits for your wotfAip) wno ^are « 
knigfat ; and for myfelf, who am none, I will provide 
other niore volatile and fubftantial foo^f*^ .•"'Ida 
not fay, Sancho; tiiat knights-enrant;, ar^ otiKged to 
eat nothing except theie fruits, but only d\at their 
moft ordinary fii&enance liB compofed of-thqiix'ai^ 
feme certain -herbs, which they know how to gather 
in the fields ; a fpecies of knowledge which I m jfelf 
am meo^rafiger to.** "Surely, anfwtred Sancbo, !l 
is a Ifr^sft comlbit to know tiiofe feme herbs $ fot ft 
comes i^to ^y head, we ihall one day or ^uioilier 
have oceafen to ttiake ufe of the knowledge }" ^n4 

\ 

^ We lrea4 4n 'Petetfynii^ that there were fi(tt iUa^i j^UdiS^ 
ttmiA SA^cH-ia ^oaMxihhcd fim i>f the cedatry,^'^ the trfe of 
ft&igliCs-etrftiit, who bainognMlM a toe huchj ^fled ^e khoA oHf^ 
ff it «poa tmiB<k^9fd tftbkv bjr thelie^ of niMther ifeooiRfa §t9aei 
md theii^to W ^itrfdnie latlc and fpet^, whieh. tiity atrrieil i^oRglf 
trhh ^iesEi Hir^a^ ^Pte-pc^. ThU diet i$ t«Uf d «ft the FjoexudliitH 
aiwooe, *^Qk*»iaiU4e fitter nourcitxtrtf^ din H^tt.'*' > ' * 
« t PiM^ ^ ^t ^r^Ml, %D^ my ihlhp that By ;r dUE 
JheHefM Sa4(!if««M(yl>e A^puledtfoiaeaBrhQ would foioividftilk 
Irich^l^ame orppultry : but the hhwdcc which we haxein«de hio^ 
monk ftfQfti to bf more ia charaaer. 

E $ taking 
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taking out "the contents of his wallet, they cat to- 
gether with great harmony and fatisfafbion ; but, 
being defirous of finding fome place for their night's 
lodging, they^finiihed their humble repaft in -a hurry, 
ana mounting their beafts, put on at a .good rate, in 
order to reach fome village before it fhould be dark : 
but the hope of gratifying that defire failed them with 
day4ight| juft when they happened to be near a goat- 
herd's hutj in which they refolved to pafs the night ; 
and in the fame proportion that Sancho was difguft- . 
cd at not beihg able to reach fome village, his mafter 
was rejoiced at an opportunity of fleepmg under the 
CQpe of heaven, becaufe he looked upon every occca- 
lion of this kind as an zO: of profeffion, that ilrength- 
«ned the proof <Jf his knight-errantry. 



CHAP. III. 

Of what happened to Don Quixote, while he re- 
mained with the goatherds. 

TJE received a very hearty welcome from the goat- 
*^ herds, and Sancho having , as well as he could, 
accommodated Rozinante and his afs, was attrafled 
by the odour. that iffiied from fome pieces of goat's 
flefli that were boiling in a kettle ; but though he 
longed very much, at that inftant, to fee if it was 
tinie to transfer them from the kettle to tjie belly, he 
checked his curiofity, btcaufe the landlord took them 
from the fire^ and fpreading fome iheep-fkins upon 
the ground, fet out their ruftic table without lofs of 
time ; inviting their two guefts to a {hare of their 
mefs, with many expreffions of good-will and hofpi- 
tality. ^Thcn tnofe who belonged to the cot, being 
fix. ip. number, feated themfelves. round thcikins, 
living firft, with their- toorifh ceremony, defircd 

Dou 
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Don Quixote to fit down on a trough* which they 
had overturned for that purpofe. 
. The knight accepted their offer, and Sancho re- 
mained .{landing, to adminifter the cup, which was 
made of horn : but his mafter perceiving him in this 
attitude, *^ That thou mayeft fee, Sancho, faid he, 
the benefit which is concentered in knight-errantry ; 
and how near all thofe who exercife themfelves in 
any fort of miniftry belonging to it are to prefer- 
ment and cfteem of the world, I defire thee to fit 
down here by my fidcy in company with thefe wor- 
thy people^ and that thou may'ft be on an equal 
footing with me, thy natural lord and mafter, eating 
in the fame difli, and drinking out of the fame cup 
that I ufe ; for what is faid of love may be obferved 
of knight-errantry, that it puts all things upon a 
level." 

*^ I give you a thoufand thanks, faid Sancho ; but 
I mull tell your worfliip that, provided I have plenty, 
I can eat as much, nay more to my fatisfaftion^ 
llanding on my legs, and in my own company, than 
if I was to fit by the fide of ain emperor : and, if 
all the truth ,muft be told, I had much rather dine 
by myfelf in a corner, though it ihould be upon a 
bit of bread and an onion, without all your niceties^ 
and ceremonies; than eat turkey-c6cks at another 
man's table, where I am obliged to chew foftly, to 
drink fparingly, to wipe my mouth every minute, to 
abftain from fneezing or coughing, though l.fliould 
be ever fo much inclined to either, and from a great 
many other things, which I can freely do when alone : 
therefore, fir mafter of mine, I hope tliefe honours 
which yoiir worfliip would put upon me, as being the . 
fcrvant and abetter of knight-erraptry, which to be ; 
fure I am, while I remain in quality of your fquire^ 
may be converted into other things of more eafe and 
advantage to me, than thofe which, though I hold> 
them as received in full, I renounce from henceforth^ 

E 6 for 
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fyr ever) anion/' ^^ Thou muft n«vei^hekfs fit thee 
idowii) faid his mafter; for him ^dut is faupible Ood 
win eixalt ^^* anfd>' (eiziag him by die an^, ^ gulled 
liim down to the feat on whieh he bimfelf fat* 

The gosttherds who underftood 110^ a word of all 
this jargon of fquire and kpights-errant^' did nothing 
but eat m filence, and gaze upon their guefts, who 
with keen appetite, and ihiinite reliih, tolaGe4 their 
ftomachs, hj fwallowing pieces as large as their fifts. 
Thij fervice of meat^being finiflied, they fpread up* 
l»n their ikins gre^t <]uantitie8 of acornsi and hatf a 
isheefe, harder than plafter of Paris ; aM this tinnie 
ihe horn ^ was not idle^ but w^nt round fo faft, fome«^ 
times full, fometimes empty, like the biickets of a 
well, that they ibon vended one of the two ikins of 
wine that hung in view, 

Don Quixote having fatisfied his appetite, took 
up an handful of the acorns, and after looking at 
them attentively^ delivered himfelf to this purpofe : 
** Happy ^e, ^nd happy -days were tfaofe, to w) 'ch 
the ancients gave the name of golden ; not diat go^d^ 
which in diefe our iron-tim^s is fo much efteemed, 
was to be acquired without trouble in that fortunate 
period^ but becaufe people then were ignorant of 
thoi^ two words min^e and thxke ; in that facTcd 
^ge all things were in common ^ no man was ne^* 
i^lEtated, in fearch of his daily food, to undergo 
^j other trouble than that of reaching out his hand, . 
9&d receiving it from the fturdy oak, that Kberaliy ki- 
loited hinsL to piiU his fweet and falutary fruit. The 
limpid fb^tains and murmuring rilts afforded him 
their iavoury and tranfparent waters in magnificent 
^ifaupd^nce. In clefts of rocks and hollow trees, the 
|»vudent find induftrious bees formed their common-* 
wealths^ oferliig without intereft to every hand die 
fruitful Itaireft of their delicious toil. The ftately 
c6ik'-tt4t6 vohmtarily ftripped themfelve^ of their 
light 'extended baxk^ with which men began to cover 
- - - - Ihcic 
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Aetr hiial €ott^8>'fupported upon ruftic poIeS) with 
a view only to defend tbemfel?es froni.the inclemen* 
cies of the weather. All was then peace, all was harw 
many, aild all was friendihip. As yet the ponderous 
coulter :of the crooked plough had not jprefumed to 
open JOT Tifit the pious entrails ol our nrft mother, 
who, '¥dthot;it compulfion, prefented, on every part 
ofher w'ide and fertile bofom, every thing that could 
iatisfy, fuftain, and delight her fons, who dien pof- 
fefied &er. Then did the fimple and beautiful fltep- 
herdefles rove from hill to hill, and dale to dale, bare* 
headed, in their braided locks, without any other 
deaths than what were neceflary to cover modcftly 
that which-modefty commands, and always has com- 
manded to be covered. Ndtber were their ornaments 
fuch as are ufed now*a«days, enhanced in value by 
the Tynan purple, and the many-ways martyred 
fiik, but conpofed t)f verdant dock-leaves and ivy* 
interwove together ; with which they appeared, per- • 
haps, whh as -great pomp and contrivance as the 
court-ladies of our days, drefled in all the rare and ' 
foreign falbions which idle cariofity has invented. . 
Tbea w€ffi^:9mcaio\xs dvEtztcs of the foul exprefied 
iu fenfible simplicity, juft as they were conceived, 
undifguifed by the artificial cloa]c of fpecious words. 
There was no fraud, no deceit, no mahce intermixed 
yith plskin-dea^ng truth : juftice then kept within her 
proper, bounds* undifturbed and unbiaffedby intereft 
a|)d favour, vmtch now impair^ confound, and perse- 
cute her fo i^uch : law was not then centred in the 
arbiijiaiy.bof^m of the judge ^ for, at that time, there 
^^noitheir caufe m>r conttft. Damfels and decency, 
as I have nkcc^dy &id, went about fingle, and without 
fear p{ beii^ inured by info^enoe or luft ; and their 
ruio, wien i/t happened, was the frtiit of their own 
^itt and pleafu^* S^ut, npw*a-days, in this detefta- 
^ 9ge| no^^sud iaiceitte^dMwi^ibe iwras eoneealed 

• and 
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and fhut up In fuch another labyrinth as wiis that of 
Crete \ for, even there, the amorous peftilence, with 
the zeal of mifchievous importunity, would enter, 
either by the help of wings, br by gliding through 
fome chink or other, and all her barricadoed chaftity 
would go to wreck. For the fecurity of this virtue, 
in procefs of time, when mifchief grew to a greatei* 
head, the order of knight-errantry was firft inftituted 
to defend damfels, proteft widows, and fuccour the 
ijeedy and the fatherlefs. This order, brother goat- 
herds, I profefs, and thank you for this kind enter- 
tainment and reception which I and my fquire have 
received at your hands : for though, by the law of 
nature, all mankind are obliged to favour ami affift 
knights-errant, during the whole courfe of their 
lives ; yet, as you have received and regaled me, be- 
' fore you knew yourfelves to be binder that obliga- 
tion, I think it my duty to return my moft fincerc 
acknowledgment for your hofpitality.'* 

The whole of this tedious harangue, which migh^ 
very well have been fpared, was "pronounced by our 
knight, becaufe the acorns they prefented recalled to 
. his memory the golden age : therefore he took it in 
his head to make thefe ufclefs reflexions to the goat- 
herds, who, without anfwering one fyllable, Hftened 
with fufpcnfe and aftonifliment. Sancho was alfo 
filent 'y but kept his teeth employed upon the acorns, 
and paid many a vifit to the fepond winie-bag, which, 
that the contents might be cooler, was hung upon 
a cork-tree. Don Quixote was lefs tedious in his dif- 
courfe than at his meal, which being ended, one of 
the goatherds faid, " That your worihip knight-er- 
rant, may be convinced of our readinefs and good- 
will to give you all the entertainment in our power, 
you fhall have the pleafure and fatisfadion of hearing 
a fong frpm one of our companions, who will foon be . 
here. He. i§ .an uii^csftila^mg '^oung felfow, very 

much 
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'^ch in love, who, moreover, can read and write, and 
PJay upon the rebec *, that it wiir dd^ght you to hear 
Wm." Scarce had the goatherd pronounced thefc 
wor^, ^when their cars were faluted with the found of 
"lis inftrument, and prefently after appeared the mu- 
"cian, who was a young fellow of about twenty, or 
twenty-two years of age, and of a very graceful ap- 
pearance. His companions a(ked him if he had fup- 
ped, and he anfwering in the affirmative, one of them, 
who made the offer to the knight, faid to him, " If 
that be the cafe, Antonio, you will do us the pleafure 
to fing a fong, that this gentleman our gueft may fee 
there arc fome even among thefe woods and mountains 
who underftand mufic. JWe have already informed 
him of thy uncommon talents, and we defire thou 
wouldft fhew them, in order to juftify what we have 
faid in thy praife ; I therefore earneftly befeech thee 
to fit down and fing the ballad of thy love, compofed 
by thy uncle the curate, which is fo much com- 
mended in our village." " With all my heart," re- 
plied the young man, who, without farther intreaty, 
fat down upon the trunk of an an ancient oak, and 
tuning his inftrument, began in a very graceful man- 
ner to fing and accompany the following fong. 

I. 

^OU love, Olalla, nay adore me 5 
* In fpite of all your art I know it, 
Although you never fmile before me. 
And neither tongue nor eyes avow it, 

II- 
For, fure to flight a lover's paffion, 

So try'd as that which lives this heart in, , 

Were but fmall proof of penetration ; 

And that you are no fool is certain. 



• A fort of fmali fiddk of one piece, with tliree firings, ufed by 
Shepherds* 

jn. Some- 
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in. . , 

Sometimes^ indeed, and *ti$ amasdng,* 

Tho' proved by evidence of twenty, 
YouVe plainly (hewn your ibul was brazen^ 

And eke your fnowy bofom flinty. 

IV. ' 

Yet, in the midft of maiden Ihyncfs, 

Affefted fcom ted decent fcolding, • 
Kind Hope appearM with profier'd fpy-glafe^ 
The border of her robe unfoldiiig. 

''' V. .• 

Then balance in the fcalcs of reafon^ 

My love unlhaken and untainted, 
Un<ipt to change from triith to trcafon, 
^ . By frowns impair^,, by fkniles augmented 

VL 
If love be courtefy refin'd, 

And you be civil to profufion, . . . 

r 'That you will to my hopes prove kindj,^ 
Is but a i&aturai conclufron. 

VII. / 

If gratitude that bread can foften^ 

.Whldi bid& tq other arts defiancet 
The fervicefiFve rendered "often, 

Muit mdt ypur ibul to kind compliance.. 

' VIIT. .- ' * 

For, more than once, had you attended, 

Tou might have feen me wear on Monday^ 
My*beft apparel fcourM and meridedj ' * 

With which I wont to l;ionour ^Sunday. ^ 

As love delights in €nery, 

And-woniect oft ar^ won by t%htnefs, ' 
Tve ftill endeavoufd in your eye,' 

To ihiQe the ^irrour of politexjefis* 

^ * 35kTh5H 



" •-< 



. DON QJJ I X O T K «9 

X. 

That I have danc'd the fwains among, 

To pteafe your pndc- what need I mention,* * 

Or \rith the cock begun my fong, V^^ 

To wake my fleeping fair's attention*. ^ ° > 

^'' ,jnc 

Or tliat, enamour'd of your beauty, ive 

•Tve loudly founded forth its praifes ; ' i - 

.-A. talk whicn, though a lover's duty, 
Tlie fpite of other women raifcs, 

XII. 

^or, once^ Terefa of the hill, 

Beneath all notice would have funk ye» 
« Tou think Olalla angd ftiM, 

^Said flie) but others fcom the monkey* 

xni. 

Tbanit^ jbo her'beads of glittering glais. 
And her fs^e looks in ringlets curling, 

And the falfe colour of her nice, 

"Which Love hirafclf might take for ftcrling 

XIV. 

•£he 1y*d, I told her in her throat ; - 

And when her kinfman kept a racket, 
T'au know I made him change his note. 

And foundly chreih'd the booby's jacket^ ^ 

XV, 

Your lovely perfon, not your wealth. 

At firft engag'd my inclination \ 
Nor would I now poflefs, by ftealth. 
The guUty joys of fornication. 

XVI. 

. The. church has iilken ties in ftore, 

Then yield thy neckto Hymen's fetters^* 
Behold, I put rny own before. 

And truft the noofe that binds o\ir betters. 

XVIL Elfc 



li 
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XVII. 

Elfe, by each WefTed faint I fwear, 
J y And heav'n forbid I prove a lyar ! 
.■ , Never to qmt this dcfert drear, 

, '^ Except in form of hooded fryar *• 

Tlius ended the goatlierd's ditty ; and though Don 
^^!xotc defired him to ling another, yet Sancho Pan- 
Vai would by no means give his confent, being^morc 
inclined to take his natural reft ftian to hear bal- 
lads \ and therefore he faid to his mafter, *' Your 
worOiip had better confider where you are to lodge 
this night ; for the labour that thefe honeft men un- 
dergo in the day, will not fuffer them to pafs the 
night in firiging/* *' I underftand thee, Sancho, re- 
plied the knight, it plainly appears that the vifrts thou 
haft made to the wine-bag, demand the eonfolation of 
fleep, rather than that of mufic." ** They agreed with 



* The reader will perceive that I have endeavoured 19. adapt the 
Tcrfification to the plaionefs and rufticity of the fentiinents, whicb 
are preferved through the whole of this ballad ; U^Ugb .all the 
other tranflators fccm to have been b<nt upon fctting the poetry at 
variance with the paftoral fitnplicity of the thoughts. For cxainple* 
who would ever dream of a goathprd's addrefling liis.miiirefs in thefe 
terms? 

With raptiurc on each' charm I dwell. 
And daily fpread thy beauty's fame ; 
- And ftill my tongue thy praife ftiall tell, 
Though envy fwell, or malice hlanu:« 

The original fentiments which. this courtly ftanza is defigned t» 

tranilate, are literally thefe : . ' 

** I do not mention the praifes I have fpoke of yeur beauty, which, 
though trae in fadfc, are the occafion sf my being hated by fome ethcf 



women." 



US 
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us all very well, bleflcd be God j'* replied Sancho. 
" I do not deny it, faid the knight, and thou may'ft* 
bello-w thyfclf in the bed manner thou can ft, but it is 
more feemly for thofe of my profeffion to watch than 
to fleep ; it would not be amifs, however, Sancho, to 
drefs my ear again 5 for it gives me more pain than 
I could wifli." Sancho did as he defired : when one 
of the goatherds perceiving the wound, bad him give 
himfelf no trouble about it, for he would apply a re- 
medy that would heal it in a trice ; fo faying, he took 
fome leaves of rofemary, which grew in great plenty 
round the hut, and having chewed and mixed them 
with a litde fait, applied the poultice to his ear, and 
binding it up carefully, aifured him, as it actually 
happened, tlxat it would need no other plafter. 

CHAP. IV. 

What was related by a goatherd, who chanced to 

come into the hut. 

1 N the mean time, another of the Tads, who brought 

-*• them vid);uals from the village, entering the hut, 

faid, *' Do you know what has happened in our town* 

comrades ?" When one of them anfwcrcd, " How 

fliould we." •* Know' then, continued he, that the 

famous ftudent Chryfoftom died this morning ; and it 

is xnutmured about, that his death was occasioned by 

his love for that devilifh girl Marcella, daughter of 

William the Rich ; flie that roves about thefe plains 

in the habit of a fhepherdefs." " For Marcella, 

faid you ?" csicd one. " fhe fame, anfwercd the 

goatherd ; and it is certain, that in his laft will, he 

ordered himfelf to be buried in the field, like a Moor 

(God blefe us [) at the foot of the rock, hard by the 

cork-tree fpring; for, the report goes, and they fay> 

he faid fo himfelf, as how the firft time he faw her 

was in thjit place ; and he has^ alfo ordained many 

other 
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; Other fuch things, as the clemr fay muft not be ac- 
complifhed, nor Is it right they Ihould be accom- 
pliihed ; for truly they feem quite he^enifh : to all 
which objeftions his dear friend, Ambrofio the ftu- 
dent, who alfo drcilcd himfelf like a Ihepherd, to keep 
him company, replies, that he will perform every 
thing, without fail, that Chryfoftom has ordered; 
and the whole village is in an uproar about it. But 
it is believed that every thing, at laft, wili be done 
according to the'defire of Aipbrofio, a;id all the reft 
*of the ihepherds, his •friends; and'that to-morrow he 
win be "interred with great pomp in the very fpot I 
3iave mentioned. I am refolved therefoxei as it will 
be a thing w^ll worth feeeing, to go thither \irithout 
fail, even -though I thought 1 fhomdnot be abie to 
return' to the village that night.*' " We will do fo 
too, replied the goatherds, and caft Jots to fee \rhich 
of us muft flay 'and take catfe of bur ■flocks." *^ You 
are;in the- right, Pedro, faid one, but there wjil^' n^ 
occafion to ufe that (hift ; for I r^yfelf will ftay and 
take care of the whole, and you muft not impute my 
tarrying to wtuc, ^r the wsint of cnriofity, but to 
the plaguy thorn that -ran into my foot 'tbe other 
day, and iindexs me from walking.'* **• Wc aire ob- 
lig^ td thee^'howevser,'* anfwered Pedro, whom Don 
(^xote defired to tell him who that i^mb^do^ ihep^ 
herd and living ifaepherdefe were. 

To this qa6pfi:tdn the goadietd replied, )dti:bat he 
knew of the -matter Was, that the d^eafed'was the 
fon of a rich farmer, who lived in the neighbourhood 
of a village i^n ttefe mountains ; that he had dudied in 
Salamanca many 7aat6,^at the -end 4Df which he had 
returned to his family with' Ac ^hara&er of a gre^t 
fcholar: in particular they faid, he was very know-* 
ing in the fcierice 'of the ftars, and what paffed be-* 
twiit the fiin and moon, and *the heavens j for he 
had .p^t^ftuaiiy foretold the clip fe of them both ^ 
^ The" bbfc^uration of .tbofe'-twQ^reat luminaries) 

faid 
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iii the knight, is called the eclipfe^ and not the 
:Kpfe, friend." But Pedro, li^ithout tronbluig hi« 
lead with thefe trifles, proceeded, faying, ^* he likc- 
wKc forefaw when the year would be plentiful or ila-r 
ril" *«^ You mean fterilc," faid Don Quixote. *« Ste- 
rile, or ilatil, replied Pedro« comes ail to the fame 
pnrpofe ; ^nd I lay, that his father and his friends 
taking his advice, became very rich ; for they gave 
credit to his words, and followed his Couniel in all 
things. When he would fay, this year you muft fow 
barley and no wheats here you muft fow carabances^ 
but no barley ; next year there will be a good harveft 
of oil ; but for three years to come there will not be 
a drop." '* That fcience, replied Don Qiiixote, is 
called aftrologv.** ** I know not how it is called, re» 
plied Pedro ; out this I know, that he knew all this, 
^nd much more. In (hort, not many months after 
he came from Salamanca, he ap])eared all of a fud- 
<icn in ihepberd-weeds, with his wooUy jacket, and 
a |ock of iheep, having laid afide the long drefs of a 
ftudent* And he Mras accompanied by a niend of hia 
in the fame habit,, whofc name was Ambrofio, and 
^'hp had beenhisiellow'ftudent at college. I forgot 
to tctf you, that Chryfoftom the defunft was fuch a 
great man at compofing couplets, that he made carols 
fat Chriftma3-eve, - and plays for the Lord^s-day, 
which were reprefented by the young men in our vil- 
lage; and every body faid, that they were ti|^top. 
When the people of the village faw tne two fcholars 
fo fuddenly clothed like fliepherds, they were fur- 
Pprifcd, and could not guefs their reafoi^ for fuch an 
Wid change. About diat time the father of this 
Khryfoftom dying, he inherited great riches, that 
vere in moveables and in lands, with no fmall num- 
>er of (heep more or lefs, and a great deal of money : 
^^ all which this young man remained defolate lord 
*nd maftcr ; and truly he deferved it all j for he was 
*^ excellent companion, very charitable, a great 

friend 
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friend to good folks, and had a moft blefled counte* 
n^nce. Afterwards it came to be known, that his 
reafon for hanging his garb, was no other than with 
a view of iSrolling through the woods and deferts after 
that fame (hepherdcfs Marcella, whofe name my 
friend mentionedjuft now, and with whom the poor 
defunft Chryfoftom was woundily in love : and I will 
now tell you, for it is neceflary that you ihould know 
who this wench is ; for, mayhap, nay even without a 
mayhap, you never heard of fuch a thing in all tlie 
days of your life, though , you be older than * St. 
Paul." « Say Paul's," replied Don Quixote, of- 
fended at the goatherd's perverting tlie words. ** St. 
Paul was no chicken, replied Pedro, and If your wor- 
ftiip be refolved to correal niy words every moment, 
we (hall not have done in a twelvemonth." ** I afk 
your pardon, friend, faid the knight ; I only men- 
tion this, becaufe there is a wide difference between 
the perfon of St. Paul, and a church that goes by his 
name : but, however, you made a very fenfible reply; 
for, to be fure, the faint lived long before the church 
was built: therefore go on with your (lory, and I 
promife not to interrupt you again;" 

:** Well then, my good mailer, faid the goatherd, 
thrc.re lived in our village a farmer, flill" richer than 
Chryfoftom 's father ; his name was William, and 
God gave him, over and above great wealth, a daugh- 
ter, who at her birth was the death of her mother, 
the moft worthy dame in all the country. Methinks 
I fee her now with that face of hers, which feemed 
to have the fun on one fide, and the moon on the 



* In the original Spanlfli, the goatherd, inftead of faying as old 
as Sara-h, fays, as old as Safna, which iu that language fignifies th< 
itch; but ad it 19 impollible to prefervis thefe midakes in the tranlla- 
tion, I have fubftituted another in its room, which I apprehend is 
equally natural and expreflive. 

Other ; 
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other; flie was an excellent. hcufewifc, and a great 
friend to the poor, for which rcafon I believe her foul 
is enjoying the prefence of God in paradife. Her 
hufband died of grief for the lofs of fo good a wife^ 
leaving his daughter Marcella, young and rich, to 
the care of an uncle, who has got a living in our 
village. The girl grew up with fo much beauty, 
that (he put us in mind of her mother, who had a 
great fliare, and yet it was thought it would be fur- 
pafled by the daughter's. It happened accordingly ; 
for when flie came to the age of fourteen or fifteen, 
nobody could behold her without blefling God, for 
having made fo beautiful- a creature ; and every body 
almoil grew defperately in love with her. Her uncle 
kppt her up with great cire ; but, for all that, the 
fame of her exceeding beauty fpread in fuch a man- 
ner, that both for her perfon and her fortune, not 
only the richcft people in our town, but likcwife in 
many leagues about, came to aik her in marriage of 
her uncle, with much importunity and folicitation. 
But he, who, to give him his due, was a good 
chriftian, although he wanted to difpofe of her as 
foon as ihe came to the age fit for matrimony, would 
not give her away without her own confent ; nei- 
ther had he a view in deferring her marriage, to the 
gain and advantage which he might enjoy in ma- 
naging the girl's fortune. And truly I have heard this 
fpoken in more companies than one, very much to 
the praife of thf honeft prieft. For I would have 
you know, fir traveller, that in thefe fmall towns 
people intermeddle and grumble about every thing. 
And this you may take for certain, as I know it to be 
fo, diat a clergyman muft be exceflively good indeed, 
if he can obl^e his flock to fpeak well of him, efpe- 
ci?illy in country villages." " You are certainly in 
the right, faid Don Quixote, and pray go on, for 
your ftory is very entertaining, and you, honeft Pe- 

<lro, relate it with a good grace." " May I never 

want 
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want God's grace, faid thcfhepherd; for that isrfe 
main chance ; and you muft know, moreover, that 
though .the uncle propofed to his tiiece,an4 defcribed 
the good qualities of each in particular who afked her 
in marriage, defiring her to give her hand to fome one 
or other, and chufe for h^rfclf 5 flie never would give 
him any other anfwer, but that fhe did not chufe to 
marry, for fhe was too young to bear the burden of 
matrimony. On account of thefe excufes, which 
filmed to have fome reafon in them, her uncle for- 
bore to importune her, and waited till fhe ihould have 
<more years and difcernment to make choice of her 
own company^ for he faid, and to be fure it was well 
faid, th^t parents fhould never difpofe of their child- 
ren againft their own inclinations. But behold, 
when we lead thought of it, the timorous Marcella 
one day appeared in the habit of a (hepherdefs ; and 
without imparting her defign to her uncle, or any 
body in .the village, for fear they might have diiTuaded 
her from it, Ihe took to the fieh* with her own flock, 
in company of the other damfels of the village. As 
(he now appeared in public, and her beauty was ex- 
pofed to the eyes of every body, you cannot con- 
ceive what a number of rich youths, gentleman, and 
farmers, immediately took the garb of Chryfoftom, 
and went wooing her through the fields. One of 
thefe fuitors, as you have heard, was the deceafed, 
who, they fay, left off loving to adore her ; and you 
•/nufl not think, that becaufe Marcella took to this 
free and unconftned way of living, fhe brought the 
leaf): difparagement upon her chaflity and good name; 
,on the contrary, fuch is the vigilance with which fhe 
guards her honour, that of all thofe who ferve and 
foKcit her, not one has boafted, nor indeed can boaft 
with any truth, that flie has given him the fmalleft 
hope of accomplifhing his defire ; for though fhe 
neither flies, or avoids the company and convcrfa- 
tion of the (hepberds,- but treats tliem in a courteous 

9 and 
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And (riendlr niMifier; wlieaever any we of diMi 
comes lb iiidofc hia intcntiOii» let tt be ever lb jaft and 
boly, even nuiriage itfelfy fhe throws Kim from jbcr 
like a ftone from a fling, and being of this difpofitioty 
does more damage in diis couatrj, than if a peftt* 
lence had ieizcd it ; for her af&biiity and beaotjr a^ 
lores all the hearts of thofe that conrerfe with her ty> 
ferve and love her, but her covnefs and ^ain-deaUi^ 
drives them even- to the borders of delpatr ; .there* 
fore they know not what to fay, but upbraid her 
with cruelty and ingratitude, and give her a great 
many fnch titles, as plainly (hew the nature of hft 
difpofition : and if your worflup was but to ftay hetie 
one day, you would hear thefe hills and dales refound 
wiUi me lamentations of her reje&ed followers. Not 
far from this place there is a tuft of about a dozen of 
tall beeches, upon every one of which you may read 
engraved the name of MarceUa, and over fome a 
crown cut out in the bark, as if her lover would 
have dedarecl, that Marceila wears, and deferves to 
wear, the crown of all earthly beauty. Here one fhep* 
herd fighs, there another complains ; in one place yoa 
may hear amorous ditties ; in another the dirges of 
defpair ; one lover fits mufing through all the hoUrs 
of the night, at the foot of fome tall afh, or rugged 
rock, and tl^re, without having clofed his weeping 
eyes, flirufik up a& it were, and entranced in his own 
reflexions, he is found by the rifing fun ; a fecond, 
without givii^]^ refpite oi truce to his fighs, expofed 
to the heat of the moft fultry fummer^s fun, lies 
ftretched upon tl|e burning fand, breathing his com- 
plaints to pitying heaven ; ^nd over this and tliat, 
and thefe and £ofe, the free, the unconcemed^ 
Ac fair MarceUa triumphs. We who are acquainted 
with her difpofition, wait with impatiexice to fee the 
end of all this difdain, and long to know what hap- 
py man will tame fuch ap. unfociable humour, and 
enjoy fuch excec^g beauty. A^ every thing that 
Vol. L F Ihava 
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T have recounted is tnie to a little, I have no reafdn 
^f 0, doubt the truth of what our comrades faid con- 
^cetning^the caufe of Chryfoftom's death; and diere- 
fore, I advife you, fir, not to fail being to-morrow at 
'his burial, wnich will Jbe well worth feeing; for 
^Chryfoftom had a great many friends, and the fpot in 
Sv^hich he ordered hirhfelf to be buried is not more 
*than Ralf a league from hence/' 
* /* I will take care to be prefent, faid the knight, 
and thank you heartily for the pleafure you have 
^iven me in relating fuch an interefting ftory." 
**' Oh! as for that, cried the goatherd, I do not 
Jknow one half of what has happened to the lovers of 
^jVIarcella ; but to-morrow, perhaps, we may light 
.iipdn fome Ihepherd jon the road, who is better ac- 
!quainted with them. In the mean time you wilJdo 
well to go to fleep under fome cover, for the cold 
'night-air may not agree with the hurt your jaws have 
received, though the remedy I have applied is fuch, 
that you have nothing elfe to fear/' 

Sancha Panza, who wifbed the goatherd's loqua- 
city at the devil, earneftly intreated his mafter to go 
jto llecp ill Pedrd*s hut. This requeft the knight com- 
.^lied withj^nd fpent the greateft part of die night 
in thinking of his lady Dulcfnea, in imitation trf 
larcelia's lovers; while Sancho Panza, taking up 
\i lodging betwixt Rozinante and his afs, flept 
foundry, not like a difcard'd lover, but like one who 
^d been battered and bruised the iiay i>efore. 

. C H A P. V- 

SThe conclufion of the ftf, j of fttt (hepiherdefs 
i^f Mafcella, and other incidents. . 

loCARCE had Aurora difclofed herfelf through 
*^ the balconies of the eaft, when five of the fix 
goatherds arifingi went to waken Don Quixote^ and 

told 



tbld han^ diat if *he continatd in Kis refolution of 
going to fee the famous funeral of Chryfoftonij they 
would keep bim' company^ The knightj^ who defircd 
nothmg better, ^role, and commanded Sancho to 
{addle liis horfe^ and pannel his afs immediately. 
This order was executed with great difpatch, and 
they fet out without lofs of time. They had not ti»- 
veiled mdre than a quarter of a league, when, upon 
aoiling a path, they faw coni^ne towards them fix 
fhepherds, clothed in jackets of black (heep (ki^f 
and crowned with garlands of cyprefs, and bitter- 
bay, each having a club of holly bi his hamd« Aloiig 
with them came alfo two gentlemen on horfebacky 
very well equipped for travel, accompanied by three 
young men on foot. 

When they advanced they faluied one, another, and 
underilanding, upon enquiry, that they were all bound 
to the place of interment, they joined company,- and 
travelled together. One of the horfemen faid to his 
companion, " Signor Vivaldo, we fhall not have rea- 
fon to grudge our tarrying to fee this famous fune- 
ral, which mufl certainly be very extraordinary, by 
the^lranpc account we have received from thefc pe^ 
pie, of the dead fliepherd, and the idurderous ihep- 
herdefs,'* f* I am of the fame opinion, anfwered Vi- 
valdo, and would not only tarry one day, but even 
four or five, on purpofe to fee it/' Don Quixote 
a&ing what they had heard of Marcella and Chry- 
foftom, the traveller rcpliedj that, early in the morn- 
ing, they had met with thefe ihepherds, of whom 
enquiring the caufe of their being clothed in fuch 
melancholy weeds, they had been informed of the 
coynefe and beauty of a certain fliepherdefs called 
Marcella, and the haplefs love of many who court- 
ed her, together with the deathlof that fame Chry- 
foftom to whofe funeral they were going. In flibrt, 
tie recounted every cirqumftance of what Pedro had 
"^Id Don Quixote before. . 

Fa This 
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This COTvcrfatJon being ^ded, another began by 
▼ivaldd's aiktng Don Qjiixote, why he travelled thus 
in armour in a -peaceable country f To tidi queftioh 
Ae knight replied, ** the exercifc of my profeffiob 
viB not permit ot allow me to go in any other man- 
ner. ReVete, feafting, and repok were invented by 
«femiinate courtiers ; but toil, anxiety, and arms zitc 
|»eculiar to thofe* whom the world calls knights-er- 
rant, of which order I^ though unworthy, and the 
leaft, am one/* He had no fooner pronounced thefe 
words, than all^refent took him for a madman : but, 
in order to confirm their opinion, and difcover what 
ipecies 6f madnefs it was, Vivaldd defired to kno^ 
what he meant by knights^rrant* ** What I faid Don 
Quucote, have you never read the atmals and hiilory 
«ttl£ngland, which treat of the famous exploits of 
Arthur, who, at prefent, in out CaftiUan langu^e, is 
called King Artus, ^d of whom there is an ancient 
tradition, generally believed all over Great^Britain, 
itat he did not die, but was, by the art of incfaant- 
ment^ metamorphofcd into a raven | and that the 
time win come when he fhaU return, and recover his 
Iceptre and throne: for which reafon it cannot be 
proved, that from that period to this, any Eaglifli- 
man has killed a raven. In the reign of that excel- 
letit king was inftituted that famous order of cbivahy, 
called the Knights of the Round-TaUe ) and thoie 
amours punftually happened, vttfaich are recounted 
of Don Lancelot of the Lake, with Queetv Gmebra, 
by the help and mediation of that fage and venerable 
duenna Quitanlona, from whence that delightful bal- 
lad, fo much fung in Spain, took its rife : 

■ Fornever furc was any knight 

So fervid by damfel, or by dame, 
* As Lancelot, that man of might. 
When he at firft from Britain came* 

With 
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With Ac Teft of that inoft reUibiog »nd ddiciom ac-» 
cooflt^of his amourt, and yaliaafc exploitt. -Fron 
tkat time the order of kmght-etrsipiry w»s extended, 
2s it vvcre, from hand tP haod) and fpread through di- 
Ttrs avdXiiadry fan» of the worlds producing^ among. 
ra&tiy. other wor^bif^ Celebrated for their atchieve- 
fiieatSy fhexafeuit Airudit de Gaul, with all hit fons 
md -Q^pfieirsy cwn.to the fifth generation } the cou* 
Ti^eoM Fleximar^ of Hircaniai the . never-enou^ , 
to be commended Tirante the White^ and he whpi^> 
in this our age, we have as it were feen, heard, and 
conrerfed with, the invincible and, valorous knieht 
Don Belianis. of Greece. This, . gentlemen, is what 
I meant bv knight-errand % and mch ^s I have de» 
fcribed is tae order of chivajry, whidi ^ I have aU 
ready told you, I, though a finner» have profeflcd^ and 
the very fame which thofe knights I mentioned pro» 
feCed, I profqfs alfo. On which . account I am 
fpund in thefe 4e(iert% ^d folitudes» m c^ucil of adve]>*c 
tures, fully deterihined to lift my arm, and expbfe 
fliailldecree»^m'6<ctvtniir'«ate{} danger that my deltiny 
By this declaration, the ttaveUcrs were ia^^A-I,.. 
that the knight had loft his wits, and eafily perceive4 
the ipecies of folly which had taken pofl'eflion of his. 
brain, and which ftruck them with the fame furprife 
that always feized thpfc wh^ became acquainted with 
our knight. Vivaldo, v/ho was a perfoq of difp*etion- 
and a great deal of archnefs, in order to travel agree- 
ably the reft of the road which they had to go till 
they fiiottld come to the place of interment, wanted, 
to give him an opportunity of proceeding in hi* 
extravagance} and in that view, fiud to him: ** Sir 
knight-errant, methinks your worfliip profefles oae 
of the ftrifteft .orders upon earth, nay, I will aflixm* 
more (}:ri£t than that of the Carthufian friars J' 
. ** The order of the Carthufians, anfwered Doa 
<^«otc, may be as ftriflr^ but, that it is as beneficiat 
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to matikind) I am within a hair s breadth of doubt* 
ing I for to be plain with you, the foldkr who exe- 
cutes his captain's commands, is no lefs valuaUe th^n 
the captain who gs^ve tlie or<jieT ;:, I mean^^ that thk 
mcmks pray to Cod for their feUow-creatures in peace 
and fafety ^ but we foldiers and knights put in execu- 
tion that for which they pray, by the valour of our 
arms, and the edge of our fwords :l living under aa 
other cover than the cope of heaven, fet.up in a man-^ 
ner as 'marks for the intorerable heat of the-, i^n in 
fummer, and the chilling breath of iFrpfty winter ': wc 
are therefore God's minifters,^ and the arms by wfaicfi 
he executes his juftice upon earth! and as the cir- 
cumftances of war,^ and what has the kafl: affinity and 
concern with it, cannot be accomplifhed without 
fweat, anxiety, and fatigue ; it follows, that thofe who 
profefs it, are doubtlefs more fubje£b to toil, ,thap thofe 
yrho, in reft and fecurity, implore the favour, of God 
for perfons who can do nothing for themfelvef : not^ 
that I would be thought to fayj_eiLiniflua«y»--gt'Teciiiic 
dition-^C «vJrwiix\jffly^mler from what we fuifer, that 
It is without doubt more troublefome, more batteredj^ 
more famiftied, more miferaUe, ragged and" loufy j 
for the knights-errant of paft times certainly under- 
went nurabcrlcfs misfortunes in the courfe of their 
lives : and if fome of thenx came to. be emperors by 
the valour of their arms, confidering -the blood and 
fwcat it coft them^ in f^itK it was a dea» purchafe :- 
an4 if thofe vifho at tainc4 fuch a fupreme ilation, 
had been without their fage enchanters to affift them,^ 
they might have been defrauded by their deiires, and 
grievouffy baulked of theit expedations." 

•* f am very mueh of your opinion, anfwercd the 
traveller; but there is one thing amoog you knights- 
errant that I cannot approve of^ and that is, when 
any great and dangerous adventure occurs, in whifch 
you run a manifei^ liA; of lofing yo^r liv^, in ihe iq.-^ 
. . ^ ,ft^nt 



DON Qjr I X O T E. loj 

Itznt of an engagement, you never think of recom- 
mending your fouls to God, as every chriftian ought 
to do on fuch occaGons i but^ on ttxe contrary, put 
up your petition^ to. your miftreifes, with as much 
fervour and .dcvertion as if they were vour deities i a ' 
eircumilance which, in my opinion, fmells ftrong of. 
paganifm." ." Sir, replied Don Quixote, that prac-^j 
tice muft in no degree be altered j and woe be U> that, 
blight-errant who (hoiUd do otherwile ; for, accord- 
ing to the pradilce and cuftom of chivalry, every 
knight, when he is upon the point 'of atchicving* 
ibme great fes^t, muft call up the ideaiof his miftrefs, 
and tunung his eyes upon. her with all thegcntlenefs^^ 
cf love, implore, as it were, by his looks, her favour, 
and proteilion in the doubtful dilemma in which he. 
IS about to involve himfelf : nay,, even though nobody* 
fliould hear him, he is obliged to mutter between hi^, 
teeth an. ejaculation, by whicbr he heartily and con-r 
fidcntly TccaamvcJifh . himielf to her good' wiflies : 
and (tt this pradicb we have innumerable examples- 
in hUkcfryi hut I would not have you think, diat, 
we are to forbear recommending ourfelvcs to God 
alfoj there wijl be time and opportunity enough foe 
that duty^ in the courfe of a£lion»" 

" But^ neverdielefs, faid the traveller, I have (lilt 
one fcruple remaining^ which is, that I have oftea 
lead of a difpute between two knights, which pro- 
oeccfojg to r^ge, from one word to another, they have 
turned about their fteeds, .to gain ground for a good 
career ; and then, without any more ceremony, re-^ 
turned to the encounter at fiill gallop, recommend- 
ing themfelves to their miftrefles by the way ; and. 
the common iiTue of fuch an engagement is, tnat one. 
of them is thrown down by his horfe's crupper, ftuck 
through and through with hi$ adverfary's lance, w;hile' 
Ae odxer, with difficulty, avoids ,a.fall by laying holcl of 
his horfe's mane : now, I cannot comprehend how 
the d<ad oaan could have, ti^fie to secommendhimfelf 
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Id God, in tfcc courfe of So fudden an attack $ furdf, 
U wMid h%yc been better for hi$ ^ul, if, inftead of 
tt^ woi4$ he uttered in his career, he had put up a 
pHitum to heaven, according to the duty and obli- 
gatioti of every Chriftian 5 eipeciaUy, as I t^e it for 
granted that every knight-errant has not a miftreis ; 
fdr, all of them cannot be in lotrc.*' «* That's im- 
poffible, anfwered Don Quixote* t affirm, that there 
zfever oould be a knight-errant without a miftrefs; 
fbr to he in love is as natural and peculiar to tbem, 
)M the ftars are to the heavens. I am very certam 
diat you never read an hiftory that gives an account 
of a Knight-errant widiout an amour ; for he that has 
never been in love, would not be held as^ jegitimate 
member, but feme adulterate brood, who nad got 
into the fortrefs of chivalry, not through the gate, but 
over the walls, like a thief in the night." 

"Yet, notwithftanding, faid the traveller, I have 
read that Don Galapr, brotlwr of Oic valiant Amadis 
de Gaul, never had any known miftrcfs to whom Ke 
cduld recommend himfdf, and he was not tU^ve- 
gardedf but lopked upon as a very valiant and fsonous 
knight.** " Signer, anftrered our hero Don QSF* 
ote, one fwaUow make$ not a fummer : befides, to 
my certain knowledge, that knight was privately 
very much in love 5 indeed he made love to leVery 
handfome woman who came in his way; for that 
was his natural difpofition, ^ich he by no means 
could refifl : in {hort, it is very well attefted, that he 
had one miftrefs, whom he enthroned, as fovereign 
of his heart, and to whom he recommended himfeif 
with great caution and privacy, becaufe he piqued 
Jiimfclf upon being a fecret knight." 

** Since then it is effential to every knight to be in 
^ ve, we may conclude that your worfliip, being of 
nat profeflion, is^ no ftranger to that pail^on : and 
if you do not value yourfelf upon being as fecret a 
knight as Don Galaor, I earnedly entreat you, in 
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Bebal£:of myfelf and the reft. of the companfi to tdi 
Bsthe ramtf. Mil mi ■ J> . Sta^km^ and qualities of your 
miftrefs, who mail think herfelf^ tsSttttaclf happy 
in refle^ing. that all the world knows, how much, 
ihe is beloved and adored by fo vaKant a knight a« 
your worlhip appears to be/* 

Here Don Quixote utt(^red a grievous figh, fay^ 
ing : <' I am not pofithrely certain^ whedier or noc 
(hat beauteous enemy of mine ta)&es pkafure in the 
world's knowing X am her ilave ; this only I can fay^ 
in anfwer to the quefliion^ you afked with fo mucb 
ciiiility^ diat her name is Dulcinea ;, her native couo* 
tr7 a certain part of La Mancba called Tobofo } hee 
ftatlon mud at lead be that of a princef?, lince die 
15 queen and lady of my foul y her beauty fuperna*- 
tural, in that it juilifies all thofe impoflible and chi- 
hierical attributes of etcellence, which the poets; 
beftow upon ibeir i^mphs.^ her hair Ls o£ goId>, her 
forehead the Elyfian fields, her ey(^ro\vs heavenly, 
arches, her eyes themfelves funs,, her cheeks rofes,. 
ber Hps of coral» her teeth of pearl, her neck ala*- 
bafter, her breaft marl>le9, her hands ivory,, her ikin 
whiter than fiiow, and dioie parts> whicn decency 
coQceals- from human* view are fuch, according to« 
mv belief and appiehenfion, as ditcretion oug^t to> 
inhance above all comparifon*" 

** I wiih we- knew her lineage^ race andfamilyy!^' 
replied Vlvaldo. To* thiS' hint the knight anfwered,. 
^ She is not defcended of the antient Gail,. Curtii,, 
and Scipids of Rom6i.nor of the modern Colonasand' 
Orfini,. nor of the Mbncadas and- Rcquefenes of Ca- 
talonia, mudi lefs of die Rebellas andVillanovas o£ 
Valencia ; o? the Falafaxesj. Niewcas^. ftocabertis,, 
Corelias,. Luiias^ Alagones, Urreas, Fozes and Gur- 
reas of Arragon,. or the Cerdas^ Manriquez, Men- 
dozas and'Gufmansof Caftilfe, or d>e Alencaftros, Pal-- 
las and Menefis of Portugal : but flic fprungfronr thc^ 
UfoHj of Tobofo de la Mantha j a lineage which^; 
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though modern^ may give a noble rife to the moft 
illuftrious families of future ages } and let no man 
contradid what I fay, ctcept upon .the conditions 
cxprpffed in, that infcriptipn {>laded by'Cerbino under 
tfad trophy of. Orlando's arms ! 

That knight alone, thefe anhs fhall moV^ 
"What dares (Orlando's prowefa prove ••" 

•« Although I myfelf am descended frOih the f CadwH 
]|}hes.of,Lpredo5 faid the traveller, I won't prefiime 
to^copp^/e with that of Tobof6 de la Mancha ^- though 
tb^ be, plain with you, I never before heard of any 
fuch gcnetatioft**' " How, not heard I" replied Don 
l^ixote. The reft of the company joggefd on, liften- 
sng with great attention to this difcourie, and all of 



* When a knight challenged the ^fiole world, he wore aA emprizcv 
toniifting of i. gold chaini or fome other badge of love and cl^ksdry ; 
•nd fometimes this emprize waa^ fixed in a public place, to attraift 
the attention of ftrangers. When any- perfon accepted the chaUenge 
for a trial of chivalfy, cidled the combat of cOdrtdiy, lie touched this 
cmptize ; but, if he tore it away, it tear dsn^defed'as a refolutibn to 
fight the owner to extrcinity or afutranoe. The combat of caartsff 
it ftill pradifed by our prize^iighters and boxers, who fiiake hands 
before the engagement, in token of love. 

But no defiance of this kind cenild be eiAei^ publiihed or accepted 
without the pennifiioa of the prince at' whofe coitft the conibatanti 
chanced to l>c. Accordingly we are told by Oliver de la Marche, that 
the lord of Ternant having publiihed a: defiance at the court of Buf( 
gundy,' in the year X445) ^aliot alked the dukc*s peirmifiion to touch 
the chaUenger^s etnprize ; which being granted, he advanced and 
touched it, laying to the bearer, while he boWed very low, ^ Noble 
knight, I touch your emprize ; and, with God*8 pcrmifiSon, will do 
my utmoft to fulfil your defire either on liorfeback or on foot.** The 
lord of Ternant huihbljr thanked hini for his condefcenfion, faid he 
was extremely wtlcomc) and promifed to fend him that fimie da^ a 
cartel, naestiitt^gtbe arms they ihould ufe. 

t Cachop]ne« in tbc luitaic giTcn to the Europeans by <he Indians 
9ff Mexico. t 

thjwi, 



ihcm, even the very goatherds, by this time were 
convinced, that our knight's judgment was grievoufly 
impaired. Sancho alone believed, that every thing 
his mailer faid was true ; becaufe he knew his farni^ 
2y, and had been acquainted* with himfelf from 
his cradle. The only doubt that he entertained 
was' of this fame beautiful Dulcinea del Tobofo | 
ibr never^ had fuch a name or fuch a princefs come 
within the fphcre of hi& obfervation, although he liTcd 
in the neighbourhood of that place. 

While xhey travelled along, converfing in this 
manner, tliey perceived about twenty (hepherds dc- 
fcend through a cleft made by two ',Jgh mountsflns4 
They were all clad in jackets of black foecpfkin, and 
each of them crowned with a garland, which waa- 
compofed, as we afterwards learned, partly of cy- 
prefs, and partly of yew : fix of the fprcmoft carried 
a bier 5 upon which they had ftrewed a variety of 
branches and flowers. And this was no fooner per-* 
eeived, by one of the goatherds, than he laid) 
** Thefe are the people \dio carry the corpfe of Ghry* 
fodom,, and the foot of that' mountain is the place 
where Be ordered himfelf to be interred.** • 

Upon this information they made hafle, and came 
Up juft at the time that the bearers, having laid down 
the body, began to dig the grave with pick-axes on- 
one fide of a flinty rock. They received our travel- 
lers with great pourcefy ; and Don Quixote, with his 
company, went towards the bier to look at the dead 
body, which was covered with flowers, clad in fhepi- 
herd's weeds, and feemingly tliirty years old. Not- 
withftanding he waa dead, they could plainly per* 
ceive that he had been a man ot an engaging afpe£^„ 
and genteel ftature j and could not help wondering., 
at the fight of a great many papers both iealed and 
loofe, that lay round him in the cofiini 

While the new-comers were obfervirig this phwno-^ 
menoe^ and the Ihephcrcte bufied in digging a grav^ 
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a wonderful and universal fiUnce prevailed, till fnch 
rime as one of the l^g^arers faid to another : *^ Confi- 
dier, AmbroHo, if this be the very fpot which Chry* 
Ibftom mentioned) that his laft will may be punAual- 
ly fulfiUcd." ** This, anfwered Ambroiio, is the very 
place in which my unhappy friend has often recount* 
cd to me the ftory of his misfortunes. Here it was, 
he firft beheld that mortal enemy of human race i 
here alfo did he firft declare his amorous and honour* 
able intention ; and here, at laid, did Marcella figni- 
fy her difguft and difdain, which put an end to the 
tragedy of his wretched liife ; and in this place, as a 
monument of >iis miihap, did he defire to be depo- 
Cted in the bowels of eternal oblivion**' 

Then addreffing himfelf to Don Quixote, and the 
travellers, he thus proceeded : *^ This corfie, gentle- 
men, which you behold with compaflionate eyes, was 
the habitation of a foul, which poflefTed an infinite 
(hare of the riches of heaven : this is the body of 
jChryfoftom, who was a man of unparalleled genius, 
the pink of courtefy and kindnefs ; in frieniffliip, a 
very phoenix, liberal without bounds, grave without 
arrogance, gay without meannefs ; and, in Ihort, fe- 
cond to none in ev^ry thing that was good, and with- 
out fecond in all that was unfortunate. He loved,, and 
was abhorred ; he adored, and was difdainedj he im- 
plored a favage ; he importuned a ftatue ; he hunted 
the wind \ cried aloud to the defert ; he was a flave 
to the moft ungrateful of women ; and the fruit of 
his fervitude was death, which overtook him in the 
middle of his career: in (horty be periflied by^ the 
cruelty of a fhepherdefs, whom he has eternized in 
jthe. memory of all the people in this country ; as 
thefe papers, which you gaze at, would fliew, if he 
)iad not ordered me to commit them to the flames 
as foon as his body (hall be depofited in the earth." 
, *^ Yoii win ufe then> then with more cruelty and 
rigour^ (aid Yivaldo^^ than that of the author hinft- 
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iclf : feeing it is neither juft nor convenient to fulfil 
the wiU of any man, provided it be tinreafonable. 
Auguftus Csefar would have been in the wrong, had 
he confented to the execution of what the divine 
Mantuan ordered on his death* bed. Wherefore, fignwr 
Ambrofio, while you commit thebo^ of your friend 
to the earth, you oiiq||hf no^'likewife to confign his 
writings ta cmfvion j nor perfoarm indifcretely what 
he tir"M$ affli£lion ordained : on the contrary, by 
publiOiing thefe papers, you ought to immortalize- 
the cruelty of Marcella, that it may ferve as an ex« 
ample in time to come, aflfd warn young men to fhua 
and avoid fucli dangerous precipices : for I, and the 
reft of tKs company, already know the hiftoryof 
that enamoured and unhappy friend, the nature of 
your friend(hip, the occafion of his death, together 
with the orders that he left upon his death-bed l 
from which lamentable ftory, it is eafy to conclude, 
how exceffivc muft have been the cruelty of Marcella, 
the love of Chryfoftom, the faith of your friendflaip^. 
and the check which thofe receive, who precipitately 
run through the path exhibited to them by idle and mil- 
chievous love. Lad night, we underftood the death 
of Chryfoftom, who, we are informed, was to be 
buried in this place ; and therefore, out of curiofiiy 
and concern, have turned out of our way, rcfolving 
to come, and fee with our eyes what had affe^ied us- 
fo much in the hearing ;: and in return) for that con- 
cern^ and the deiire we felt in remedying it. If it had* 
been in our power, we intreat thee>0 difcreet Ambro- 
fio ! at leaft, for my own part, I beg of thee, not to burn 
thefe paperSy but allow me to preferve fome of them.*-^ 
Accordingly, without ilaying for an anfwer, he 
reached out his hand^ and took fome of Aofe that were 
neareft him :. which Ambrofio percewing, faid^ " Out 
of civility, fignor, I wiU confent to your keeping what 

Iou have taken up ; but to think that I will JPail ta 
am the. ttUx i^ a vain fupp6&tion«" Vivaldo bei^g^ 
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lleGrbtis of feeing the contents, imitiediately opened 
one, intitled, A fong of defpair : which AmbroCo 
hearing, faid, " That i& t5ie lail poem my unhappy 
fjpfend compofed; and tKat you may fee, fignor, to 
What a pafs his misfortunes had reduced hin\, read 
it aloud, and you'll- have time enough to finilh it 
before the grave be' i^de P'* " That I will do with 
all my heart," faid Vivaldo, and 6V<fcry body prefent 
being feized with the fame defire, they flood- Ground 
him in a circle, and he read* what follows, witb-an 
audible voice. ■ : 

A SOl^G of Defpair. 

I. 

CINCEthfen; thy pleafure, cruel maid f 
*^ Is, that thy rigour and difdain 
SHolild be from clime to dime convey'd ;. 

All hell (hall aid me to complain ! 
The torments of my heart to tell. 

And thy atchievements to recordf , 
My voice fliall raife a dreadful yell>/ 

My bowels burll at cv'ry word : 
Then'liften to the baleful found 

That iflfues from my throbbing breafti- 
Thy pride, perhaps, it may confound. 

Arid yield my maddening foul fome refl:.- 

IE 

Let' the fnakc's hifs and wolfs dire-howi,. 
The bull's harfh note, the lyon's roar,. 
The boding crow arid fcreeching owl. 

The tempeft rattling on the (hore. 
The monfter's fcream, the turtle's moa%» 
The flirieks of the infernal crew, 
{ Be mingled with. my, dying groan, 
A concert terrible and new ! 
The hearer's fenfes ta appal, ' 

And reafon from her throne depofe j; 
3iUcK melody willJiiit the gall 

That fxom my burning liver flows ! . 

III. Old 
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Ofd Tagus witVhTs yellow Hair, 

And Betts with her olive wreatliy. 
Shall never echo fuch defpair, 

Or liften tq fuch notes of deaths 
As here I'll utter and* repeat, 

From hill 46. dale> from rock to cave^ 
In wilds untrod by huittan feet, 

In dungeons, dreary as the grave, 
l^e beafts of prey that fcour the plain. 

Shall thy naore favage nature know^ 
The fpacious earth refcund my ilrain ; 

Such is the privilege of woe I 

IV. 
Difdain is deaths afid doubt overturns 

The patience of the firmeft mind ^ 
But jealoufy ftill fiercer burns, 

Like all the flames of heH GdmblnM f 
The horrors of liKat'cUrfed fiend, 

in abfence to diftraftion rage, 
And all the fuccour hope can lend^ 

The direful pangs will not aiTuage* 
Such agonies will furely kill i 

Yet fphe of abfence, doubts and f«oni, 
I live a miracle, and ftill 

Thofe deadly flanges within me burn !* 

V. 
H^*s fliadow ne'er refrefli'd my view, 

Defpair attends with wakeful ftrife ; 
The nrft let happier fwains purfue. 

The laft my cdnfort 15 for life. 
Can hope and fear at once prevail. 

When fear or certainty is fed ? 
To fhut mine eyes will not avail. 

When thundef burfts around my head. 
When cold difdain in native dye 

Appears, and faUhood's cunning lore 
Perverts the tale of truth, (hall I ' , 

Againft dcfpo&den<;e' (but the door ? 
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And thou finil chilling, dire dt&lain I 
Lend me the da^er and the cord. 

To ftab remembrance, ftrangte-pain^ 
I die bereft of hope in death, 

Yet mil thofeiir€.dK.&ce&i^ilGv 
(III vouch it with my lateft bwath) 

Whom love's old tyranny controuls. 
. My fatal enemy is fair. 

In body and in mind, Fll fay, 
And I hav^ eanT*d the woes I bear : 

By rigour love maintains the tway- 

VIk 
With this opinion let me fall 

A prey to-unvelentiog fcorn ; 
Ko fuQ!r;^I pomp fliall grace my pall,, 

No ^aur^^my^paka»:fe adorn* 
O thou ! whofe crudi^ ami halft 

The tortures <rfm.y breaft proclaim,^ 
Behold how willingly to' fate 

I ofier this devoted frame.. 
If thou, when I am pad aR pain, 

Shot^'ik think myfaildeferves a tear,, 
Let not one fmgle drop diftain 

Thofe eye&fo killing and fo clear.. 

vm. 

No ! rather let thy mirth difplajr 

The jays that in thy bofom now? 
Ah ! need I bid that heart be gay 

Which always triumph'd in nry woc^ 
Come then for ever barr'd ef blifs^ 

Ye, who with eeafelcfe torment dwell,, 
And agomfuig, howl, and hifs 

In thj proifoundcft fliades of hell }: 
Come, Tantalus, with raging third, 

Bring, Syfiphus, tliy rolling ftone,. 
Come TitiuH, with thy vulture curft,. 

Nor kavc Ixion.rackfd alone*. 

IX. TKc 
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IX. 

The toHing fitters too finH jcnxf. 

And myiad, fokmn dirge repeat^ 
When to the grave my friends ^n^a 

Thefe limbs deny'd a winding-lhe^ i 
Fierce Cerberus fhall dank his cWiif 

In chprus with chimaeras dire : 
What othet pomp, what odier ftrain 

Should he who dies of love require i 
Be huih'd my fons, conq)latn ho nK>rc 

Of her whofe pleafure gave thee birth ; 
. But kt the forrows I deplore 

Sleep with me in the filent earth. 

4 

. This ditty of Chryfoftom was approved by all the 

hearers ; but he who read it obferved, that it did not 

ieerii to agicc ^o.. ♦i,^ report .he had heard of Mar* 

cella's virtue and circumfpcccioh ; inuRu«..A. ... ,u. 

author complained of jealoufy, abfence and fu^i- 

cid^, which tended to the prejudice of her tnonds 

tf csi^ cc^^dMica- To this, obje^ion Ambrofioy as one 

that was acquainted with the moft fecret fentiments 

of hjis friend, anfwered, '^ Signot, far your (atisfac* 

tton in this point, it is neceflary you (hould know, 

Uiat chp forlorn fliepberd compofcd this fong in the 

abfehce • of Marcella, from whofe preience ne had 

gone into voluntary exile, in order to, try if he could 

reap the ufual fruits of abfence, and forget the'cirafe 

of his defpatr ; and as one in that Ikualion is apt to 

be fretted by every circumftance, and invaded by 

evcTj apprehenfion, {kmmt Chryfoftom was harraflcid 

by groundlefs jealoufy* and imaginafry fears, whi^ 

tormented him as much as if they had been real v for 

wliich reafon, this ctrcumftance ought not to inva-* 

lidate the fame t>f Marcella's virtue, againft which» 

exdnfive of her cruelty^ arrogance, and difdain, envy 

it&lf bath not been able to lay the leaft imputation. ' 

« That 
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•* That may be very true.'* replied Vivaldo^ who 
baing about tQ rea<} another of the papers he liad 
favcd from the flames, was diverted from his purpofc 
by a wonderful vifion, for fach it feemed, that all of 
a fudden prefented itfelf to their eyesr This was no 
other than the^il^epherdeis Marcella, who appeared 
upon the top of the rock, juft above the grave they 
were digging, fo beautiful that (he furpaffed.ail re- 
port. Thofe who had never feen her before, gazed 
with filent admiration \ nor were tlie reft, who had 
been accuftomed -to fee her, lefs aftonifhed afrher ap- 
pearance. But.no foonerdid Ambrofio perceive her, 
than with indignation in hie looks, he cried r 

** Comeft thou hither, fierce bafili& of thefe moutt- 
t»ins ! to fee if the wounds of this unhappy youth 
whom thy cruelty hath flain, will bleed at thy ap- 
proach? or ait^ *'^ ^ '^" roi i %^ ^ ^^ -*wjijic T=^in th€.e3eploit< 
^r^-rny 0af5arity, and from the top of that moiui- 
tain behold, like another Nero, the fiaraes whtciv* 
thy impiety hath kinTdled? or inhumanly to trample 
upon this unfortunate corfe, && the unnafnral A»M»Qh 
ter infulted the dead body of her father Tarquin E 
TieU us at once the caufe of thy appro^ic^. and deign^' 
to jfignify thy pleafare, that I who know liow £> 
voutly Chryfoftom obeyed thee, when alive, may». 
new that he is dead, dipofe his friends ta yield the' 
fame obedience.'* . 

, * * I come not, anfwesed Marcella, for any of the 
pUTpofesyou have mentioned, Ambrofio ; but rather- 
perfonally to dem^nftrate how unreafonably people 
Wame me for their own affliftion, as well* as for*thc 
dejch and fufferings of Chrylpftom. I beg, therefore, 
that all prefent will give me the hearings as it will be 
untiecefTary to fpend much time, or wafte manyr* 
words, to convince thofe that are unprejudiced, of the 
truth. ^ Heaven, you fay, . hath given me beauty, 
nay> fuch'a (faace of it, as compels you to love meyin 

f^ite 
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lj>itc of your refolutions to the eont»Ty i from whence 
you draw this inference, and infift upon it, that it i» 
my duty to return your paiBon. By the help of that 
foiall capacity which nature has beftow«d upon nicv 
I know that \^mch is beautiful is lovdiy ; but Lcaa. 
by no mcana conceive, why the objcft which is be- » 
loved for being beautiful, is bound to be enamoured 
of its admirer: more efpccially, as it may happci^. 
that t^is fame adnurer is an objeft of difguft and ab-» 
horiencc ; in which cafe, would it be rcafonable ui' 
him to fay, " I love thee bccaufe thou art beautiful^ 
and thou muft favour my paffion, although I ani ^^^ 
formed ?•* But granting the beauty equal on bott^- • 
fides, it does not follow that the defires ought to be- 
mutual ; ibr all forts of beauty do not equally affedt 
tke/peaator ; fome, far example^ delighting the eye 
only, without captivating the heart. And well it i». 
for mankind, that things arc thm d^^wfcdf ^Acnyi^ 
tbrrfi .yFni^cA«ir*|fewef^r'gn6nguifhing and chufing 
particular obje^is ^ for beauty being infmitely diver{V- . 
fied, ^ inchnation would be infinitely divided : and 
I have heard, that true love muft be undivided and 
uoconflraxned : if this be the cafe, as I believe is is^ 
^y fhould I conftndn my inclination, when I am 
under no other obligation (b to do, but your faying 
that you are in love with me ? Otherwife tell me, if 
heaven that made me handfome, had created me a 
monfter of deformity, fhould I have had caufe tp 
complain .of you for not loving me ? Befides, you are 
to confider^ that I did not. chufe the beauty I po£* 
fefs; fuch 33 it is, God was pkafed, of his own frtc 
will and favour, to beftow it upon me, without any.* 
folicitation on my part. .Therefore, as the viper de-^ 
ferves no blame for its fting, aidiough it be mortal, 
becaufe it is the gift of nature ; neither ought I;to»' 
he reviled for being beautiful ; for beauty in a vir-. 
tuous won»n. is 4ike a diflant flame and a iharp. 

, . -7 ^ fworA 
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JTword xfar offj ^idi prove £atal to none but Aotc 
wbo ap|iroach too near them. Honour and virtue 
are the ornaments of the foul) withotit which the 
hodY} though never fo handfom^, ought to .fi^em 
udiy :' if chaittty then be oiie of the virtues ^ndiick 
' cUcSy adorns and^beatttifie»both hoitf -and f&vi^mhv 
IkHiM the that is bek^ved, hpfe ^hatfjewrl^ faf^f^^ 
flie is chiefly beloved, metriy t^ iatisfy the:appet];ift ef 
one vrfio^ for his own felfifh enjoyment) employs his 
whole care and induftry to de^roy it; I was bom 
free, and to enjoy that freedom^ have I chofen the 
felitude of thefe fields. The trees on thefe moun- 
* tains are my companions ; ^nd I have no other mir- 
tour than the limpid dreams of thefe diryftal brocAs. 
With the trees and the dreams I fhare my contempb^ 
tion and my beauty; I am a didant 'flame and a 
fword ^ar off: thofe whom my eyes have captivated 
my tongue has undeceived ; and if hope be the food 
other" perfdh/ ^Hfi^UQn^^o Chryfoftom 6? U> -any 
any other of my admirers, be juftly (mputedWinf 
cruelty, but rather, to their own obftinate defpair. 
To Abfe who obftrve that his intentions where ho- 
nourable ; and that therefore I vras hound to comply 
with them, I anfwer, when he declared the honcfty 
of his defigns, in that very fpot where now his grave 
is digging, I told him, my purpofe was to live in pcr- 
petuairolitudc, and let the earth a]one enjoy the fruits 
of my retirement, and the fpoila of my beauty: 
wherefore, if he, notwithdanding this my, explana- 
tion, perfevered without hope, and failed againft the 
-wind ; it is no wonder that he ^as overwhelmed in 
the gulph of bis raihnefs. Had I cajoled him, I 
ihouid have been perfiduous ; had I gratified his in- 
clination, I Ihould have zCttd contrary to my owa 
reafon and refolution. . But becaufe he perfided after 
I had «pl»tned myfetf* md defpaired before he had 
caufe to thSafc I oWMwrred him, I leave you to judge, 

a -whether 
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whether t)r not it be reafoiuiUe to lay Us miifoitiiiie 
at my door ? Let him whom I have deceived coea* 
plain, and let him defpair to whom I have broke mj 
promife: if I call upon any man, he may iepaA 
upon me ; if I admit of his addrefics, he may rejoice 
in his fuccefs : hut why ihould I bo ftiled a barb»- 
Tous homicide by him whom I never foothed, deceiv- 
ed, called or admitted i Hitherto, heaven has not 
thought fit that I flioukl love by deftiny i and the 
world muft excufe me from loving by eleJUon. Let 
this general declariktion ferve as an anfwer to aU thofe 
who foiicit me in particular, and henceforward give 
them to underftand, that whofoever dies for me, pe* 
Tithes not by jealoufy or difdain, for (he who never 
gave her love, can never give juft caufe of jealoufy ; 
neither ought her piain«-dealing to be .interpreted into 
difdain. Let him who terms me a fierce bafilifk, (hun 
me as an evil being ^ if any man thinks me ungrateful^ 
let him refufe his (ervices when I afk them* . If I 
have difowned any one, let him renounce me in his 
turn ; TOid let him who has found me cruel, abandon 
me in my diftrefs : this fierce bafiliflc, . this ungrate- 
ful, cruel, fupcrcilious wretch, will neither feek, 
ferve, own, nor follow you in any ihape whatever^ 
If Chry foftom pcriihed by the impraence of his own 
extravagant defire, why mould my innocent referve 
be inve^hed againft ? If I have prelcrved my vir^inify 
in thcfe defarts, why fliottld lie that loves me, wiih tjo 
fee me lofe it among mankind! I btvc riches of my 
own, as you all know, and irovet no man's wealth : I 
am free, and will not be fidijefbed : I neither love nor 
hate any main : I do not cajolt this one, nor teize 
that, nor do I joke with one, or dtfcourfe with ano- 
ther ; but amuie myfelf with the care of my goats, 
and the innocent converiatipn of the fliepherdefies 
belonging to the neighbouring vUIages. My defir^ 
are bounded by thefe mountatnaf or, if my medita- 
tion furpafles Uiefe boundsi it is only to contemplate 

the 
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the beauty of the heavens, thofe fteps by^ wUch 'tie 
(b^\ afcends to its original manfion." So faying, 
without waiting for any reply, flie turned her back, 
^d Tanifliei* into a thicket on a* neighbouring 
mountain, leaving all that were prefent equally fur- 
prifed widi h^r beautv and difcretion. 

Some of the byc-icanders being wounded by the 
powerful (hafts that were darted from her fair eyes, 
manifefted an inclination to follow her, without avail- 
ing themfelves of the ingenuous declaration they had 
heard ; which being perceived by Don Quixote, who 
thought this a proper occafion for exez'ciiing his chi- 
valry in defence of diftreffed damfels ; he laid his 
hand upon the hilt of the fword, and in a lofty and 
audible voice, pronounced, ** Let no perfon, of what- 
foevcr rank or degree, prefume to follow the beautiful 
Marcella, on pain of incurring my moft furious in- 
dignation. She has demonftrated, by clear and un- 
deniable arguments, how little, if at all, fhe is to be 
blamed for the death of Chryfoftom ; and how averfc 
Ihe is to comply with the defires of any of her ad- 
mirers ; for which reafon, inftead of being purfued 
and perfecuted, ihe ought to be honoured and cfteem- 
cd by all virtuous men, as the only |ferfon in the uni- 
verfe who lives' in fuch a chafte and laudable inten- 
tion." Whether it was owing to thefe menaces of 
the knight or to the advice of Ambrofe, who defireH 
them to perform the laft office to theic deceafed friend, 
not >ne of the -ftephcrds attempted to ftir from the 
fpot, until the grave being finifhed, and 4hc papers 
burnt, the body of poor Chryfoftom was interred 
not without abundance of tears (bed by his furviv- 
ing companions. The grave was fecured by a large 
fragment of the rock which they rolled upon it, till 
fuch time as a tomb-ftone could be made, under 
lAe diredion of i^brofe, who wa^ refolved to have 
the following epitajA engraved upon it : 

The 
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The body of a wretched fwain, 
KiU'd bv a cruel maid's difdain. 

In this cold bed iiegle£led lieSy 
He liv'd, fond haplefs youth ! to prove^ 
'^h' inhuman tyranny of love. 

Exerted in Marcella^s eyes. 

Having ftrewed the place with a prafuHon of flow* 
crs and branches, every body prcfent condoled, and 
iook leave of the affli6led executor ; and Don Quiif- 
ote bade fsnrewell to his kind landlords as well as to 
the travellers, who would have perfuaded him to ac- 
company them to Seville, which, they faid, was a 
tity fo well adapted for adventures, that they occur- 
red in every ftreet, nay, at the comer of every blind 
alley. Our hero thanked them mod courtcoufsy for 
their advice, and the inclination they exprelfed to 
^ive him pleafure.; but aflured them he neither could 
nor would fet out for Seville, until he fhould have 
cleared thefe defarts of the robbers and banditti, of 
whom they were reported to be full. 

The travellers feeing him thus laudably determin- 
ed, importuned him no further, but, taking leave of 
him anew, purfued their journey, during which 
they did not fail to difcufs the ftory of Marcella and 
Chryfoftom as well as tiie madnefs of Don Qn^ixotff, 
who, on his part, refolved to go in queft of the fhep^ 
herdf fs, and offer her all the fervice in his power : 
httt this fcheme did not turn out according to his 
expeftation, as will be related in the courfe of this 
faithful hiftorjj the fecond book of which is here 
concluded. 
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BOOK III. 
C H A P. I. 

Wherein is recounted the unlucky adventure which 
happened to Don Quixote, in meeting with cer- 
tain unmerciful Yanguefiana. 

THE fage Cid Hamet Benengeli vdates, tBat 
Don Qjuxote» having bid adieu to his en- 
lertainersy and to all who were prefent at the fune- 
ral of the fhepherd Chryfoftom, entered, with his 
fquire, the lame wood to which MarceUa had re- 
treatej^ ; where, when they had wandered about up- 
wards of two hours, without feeing her, they chanced 
fa find themfelves in a delightful fpot, overgrown 
witli verdant grafs, and watered by a cool and plea- 
bnt ftream i which was fo inviting as to iriduce them 
to ftay in it during the heat of the day, that now 
began to be very fultry -, the knight and iquire there- 
fore difmounting, and leaving the afs and Rozi- 
suUite at pleafure to regale themfelves with the rich 

pafturc, 
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]nfture, emptied dieir knapfack, andf withouC wnf 
oeremonj, attacked the contentSf whick they ate 
together like good friends^ laying afide all vain dif-* 
tinStion of mafter and man. 

Sancho had been at no palna to tether Rozinante^ 
fecure as he thought, in knowing him to be fo meek 
ind peacable, that all the mares in the meadows 
of Ck>rdoTa could not proVoke his concupifcence. 
Chance, hoirever, or thc^ deril, who is not often 
found napping, ordered it {b, as that a drove of Gal* 
lician fillies belonging to certain Yanguefian carriers^ 
happened, at that very inftant, to be feeding in the 
fame valley; for it being the cuftom of theie peopte 
to halt and refrelh thcmfelves and their beads in 
places where there is plenty of water and griafs, they 
could not have lighted on a more convenient fpot 
than that where uon Quixote dunced to be. It was 
then that Rosjnante, ieized with an inclination to 
folace himfelf with feme of thofe (kittifh females, n* 
fooner had. thenL in th^ wind, than deviating fronot 
his natural difpofition arid accuftomed deliberatiouy 
without afldng leave of his lord and mafter, be wenc 
off at a fmall trot» to communicate his occafions to 
^e objects of hitk defire. But they, it feems^ more 
foud of their paftiire, than of his addrefles, receiv- 
ed him fo uncivilly with their hoofs and teeth, t^at 
in a tvnnkling, nis ftirth was broke, his faddle 
licked ofi^ and he himtelf remained in coerpo. But 
what he chiefly fufiered^was from the carriers, who 
feciflg violence offered to their mares, ran to t}|eir 
affiftance with long ftaves, which they exetpfifed 
upon him fo unmercifully, that he fell proftratc. to 
theground, almoft battered to death. 

llie knight and Sancho feeing thefar fteed thus 
Ijiilinadoed, made all the hafte they could to his 
tefcue \ the former addreffing the latter in this mai|i- 
ter, *< I perceive, friend Sancho, that thefe are no 
j^ghts, but fcUowi of low degree aa4 infamous 

V01U.L Q iokmii 
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dTefcent: this particular I mention^ becaofe tlK>u. 
may^ft tiavt amft me, in taking juft vengeance upon 
them, for the injury they have done to Rozinante 
before my face." *' What a devil of vengeance can 
vre pretend to take, anfwered the fqnire, vrhcn they 
are mofe than twenty, and we but two ? nay, I be- 
Ueve, if it was put to the trial, no better than one 
and a half." " Myfelf am worth an hundred of 
flich vagabonds,** cried Don Quixote ; and without 
Uttering another fyllaUe, he unflieathed his fword, 
and aflaultcd the Yanguefians, being fecpnded by 
Sancho, who fuffered himfelf to be rdufed and en- 
couraged by the example of his mafter ; and indeed 
the knight lent the firft he met with fuch a hearty 
llroke, as laid open a leathern jacket he wore, to- 
gether with a large portion of his fhoulder. 
• The carriers feeing themfelves thus maltreated 
by two men only, took the benefit of their numbers, 
and ran to fufliun one another with their ftavee ; then 
farrounding the two aflailanfs, began to drum upon 
their carcafes with infinite eagernefe and dexterity. 
True it is, at the fecond application,** Sancho fell to 
the earth ; a misfortune that alfo happened to his 
mafter ; who, in fpite of all his own addrefs, to- 
gether with the affiftance of his good friend, foon 
found himfelf ftretched at the feet of Rozinante, 
who had not as yet been able to rife : from whence 
we may learn what furious execution is oiten done 
by packftaves, when managed by the hand^ of fuch 
enraged clowns. 

The carriers, perceiving the havock they had made, 
thought proper to load again with all difpatch, and 
purfue their journey, leaving our adventurers id mi- 
ferable plight and doleful dilemma. The firft that 
recovered the ufe of his feiifes was Sancho Panza, 
who finding himfelf laid along by the fide of his maf- 
ter, pronounced, with a weak and lamentable voice, 
*';Sir Don Quixote ! ah Sir Don Quixote I" " What 

wouldft 



DON QJJ I X O T E. itj 

>rouldft thou have, brother Sancho?" replied die 
knight, in the fame feeble and complaining tone. ** I 
wim, refumed Sancho, your worfltip woiUd, if it be 
poflible, comfort me with a couple of gulps of that 
fame balfam made by Fairy Bfas, if you hare got any 
of it about you : perhaps it may be ferviceable iit 
bniiies and broken bones, as well as in wounds anil 
running fores/* ** Would to God I had it here, un- 
fortunate wight that I am ! cried Don Quixote, but 
I fwear to thee, Sancho, on the faith dTa knight- 
erranty that ere two days pafs, if fome mifchierous 
accident does not intervene, I will have it in my 
poflTeflion, if my hands do not very much mifeivc 
me.'* ** In how many days does your worfliip think 
we (hall be able to move our feet ?*' faid the fquire. 
** With regard to myfelf, anfwered the battered 
knight, I really cannot fix any number of days ; but 
this I know, that I alone am to blame for what hat 
happened,' in condcfccnding to ufe my fword againflb 
antagonifts who were not dubbed and knighted like 
myfelf. I therefore firmly believe, that as a punifti- 
ment for having ^tranfgrefled the laws of chivalry, 
the God of battles hath permitted me to receive this 
difgraceful chaftifenient : for which reafon, brother 
5ancho, it is proper that thou (houldft be apprifed of 
what I am goin^ to fay, as it may be of great import- 
ance to the farety of us both : whenever thou Ihalt 
fee us infulted or aggrieved for the future, by fuch 
rafcally fcum, thou fhalt not wait for my drawing 
upon them, for I will in ho fhape meddle with fuch 
unworthy foes; but lay thy hand upon thy fword, 
and with thy own arm challife them to thy heart's 
content : but fhould any knights make up to their 
defence and afliftance, then fliall I know how to 
proteft thee, and aflault them with all my might ; 
and thou art already convinced, by a thouland ama- 
zing proofsj^ how far extends the valour of this my 

G a im- iacible 
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invincible arm*'* So arrogant was the poor kniglat 
become by his viftory over the valiant Bifcayan. 

This whoiefome advice however, was not fo 
much reliflicd by Sancho, but that he replied, " Sir, 
I am a quiet^ meek, peaceable man, ar*ci can digeft 
any injury, b« it ever fo hard; for I have a wife 
and fmall children to maintain and bring up : where- 
fore, let me alfo apprize (fince I cannot lay my com- 
inands upon) your worfhip, that I will in no fhape 
whatever ufe my fword againft either knight or 1: iave ; 
and that henceforward, in the fight of God, I for- 
give all injuries paft, prefent^, or to come, which I 
have airway received, at this prefent time fufFer, or 
may hereafter undergo, frorti any perfon whatfocver, 
high or low, irich or poor, gentle or fimple, with- 
out exception to rank or circumftance*'* 

His mafter hearing this declaration, anfwered, 
* I wilh the grievous pain I feel in this rib would 
abate a little, £d as that I could fpeak for a few mo- 
ments with eafc, and convince thee of thy damnable 
error, Panza. Hark ye me, (inner! fuppofe the 

Sale of fortune, .which hath been hitherto fo adverfe, 
lould change- in our favour, and fwelling the fails 
of our deOre, condu£l_^us fafely, without the leaft 
impediment, in^o the haven of fome one of thofe 
iflands which I have promifed thee — ^what would be- 
come of thy wretched aflairs, if, after I had won and 
given it into thy poiTefTion, thou ihouldft fruftrate 
my intention, by thy lack of knighthood, ambition, 
valour and courage to revenge thy wrongs, or defend 
thy government r for I would have thee to know, 
that in all new conquered kingdoms or provinces, 
the friends of their natural mafters are never fo quiet 
or reconciled to their new fovereign, astodiQ>el all 
fear of fome frefli tnfurre£tion, to alter the govern- 
ment again, and, as the faying is, try fortune once 
more: it is therefore requiHte that the new .pof- 
fefibr fhould hare underftandtng to govern, refo- 
f Itttios 
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/ution to punifli, and valottr to defend himfirl^ IM 
cafe of any fuch accident.** 

" In this laft acdident which hath befallen us* 
hid SanchO) I Wifh the Lord had pleafed to give mc 
that fame underftandtng and valour yotrr worihip 
mentions ^ but I proteft^ upon the word of a poor 
finner, that I am at prefent more fit for a fearcloth 
than fuch conrerfation. See if your worihip can 
make fhift to rife, and then we will give foQie af- 
iiftance to Hozinante, though it be more than he de* 
ferves i for he was the principal caufc of all this 
plaguy ribroafting : never could I believe fuch a 
thing of Rozinante, who I always thought was as 
chaue and fober a perfon as myfelf : but this verifies 
&e common remark, that you muft keep company 
a long time with a man before you know him tho- 
roughly 5 and that there is nothing certain in this 
life. Who could have thought that thofe huge back- 
ftrokes your worfhip dealt fo heartily to the un- 
lucky traveller,, would be followed as it were poft- 
hafte, by fuch a mighty tempeflof blows, as Juft now 
difcharged itfelf upon our fhouldcrsj* *^ I'hty car- 
cafe, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, was formed for 
enduring fuch rough weatlier j but my limbs were^ 
tenderly nurfed in foft wool and fine linen ; nncT 
therefore muft feci more fenfibly the pain of this 
difcomfiture i and if I did not believe (bjslieve, faij 
I) if I were not certr^in, tliat all thefe inconveni- 
encics are infeparably annexed to the exercife of 
arms^ I would Jie ftill where I am, and die with, 
pure vexation. 

To this proteftation the fquire replied, "Seeing 
thefe misfortunes are the natural crops of chivalry, 
pray good your worfhip, do they happen at all times 
of die year, or only fall at an appointed feafon ; be- 
eaufe in my Cmple conjeftufe, two fuch harvefts^ 
will leave us altogether incapable of reaping a third, 
2f God, of his infinite mercy, will not be pleafed to* 
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fend us extraordinary fuccour/*^ " Thou muft know> 
friend Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, that the life 
of a knight-errant is fubjedl to a thoufand dangers 
and mifhaps ; but then he enjoys the felf-fame chance 
of being a king or emperor, as experience demon- 
ft rates to have been tlic cafe of divers and jfandry 
knights, the hiftory of whofe lives I am petfe^ly 
well acquainted with ; and I could now relate, if thia 
pain would give me leave, the fortunes of fome, who, 
by their valour alone, have rifen to that fuprcmc 
degree : and thofc very perfons, both before and after 
their fuccefs, have undergone various calamities and 
afflidibn ; witnefs the valiant Amadis de GauJ, who 
faw himfelf in the power of his mortal enemy Arca- 
laus the enchanter, of whom it is pofitively affirmed, 
that while the knight was his prifoner, he caufed him 
to be bound to a pillar in his court- yard, and gave 
him two hundred Ilripes with the reins of his horfe'^ 
bridle. There is like wife a certain fecret author of 
no fmall credit, who relates that theknjght of the 
fun was caught in a trap in a certain caftie,'and fall- 
iiig, found ihimfelf tied hand and foot in a deep dun- 
geon below ground, where was adminiftered unto 
him one of thofe things they call glyfters, compofed 
of (and and water, which had well nigh qoft him his 
life.; and if he had not been fuccoured in that pe- 
rilous conjundure by a fage who was his good friend, 
the poor knight would have fared very^ in. Where- 
fore what hath happened to me, maj eafily pafs un- 
heeded, among thofe much greater anronts that fuch 
worthy peopFe have.undei^oiie : befides, I would have 
diee know, Sancho, that^it is never reckoned an af- 
front to be wounded by thofe inftruments which are 
cafually in the hands of our enemies ; fer it is ex- 

Jreily mentioned in the laws of duelling, that if a 
loemaker beats a man with a laft he has by ac- 
cident in his hand, the man cannot properly be faid 
to he cudgelled, although the faid lait was made of 

wpoJ. 
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wood. This particular I mention, that tliou ma/(l 
not fuppofe us affronted^ although wie have been maul- 
ed in this unlucky fray 5 for the weapons with which 
thofe men threfhed us fo feverely, were no other 
than their own packftaves ; and fo far as L can re« 
membery there was neither tuck, poignard, nor fword 
among them." 

** Xhey did hot give me time, anfwercd Sancho, 
to make any fuch obfervation : for fcarce had I laid 
my fingers upon my * Toledo, when there rained 
a (hower of cudgels upon my pck)r flioulders, that 
baniflied the light from my eyes, ^nd ftrengthfrom 
my feet, and laid me flat upon the fpot where J 
no¥?^ lie, not fo much concerned about thinking , 
whether this drubUng be an affront or not, 3U3 
about the. intolerable p^in of the blows, which re- 
main imprinted upon my memory a» well as upon 
TBtty carcafe/' ** Notwithftanding all* this complain- 
lAgs faid the knight, I j^/er, brotjier Sancho, that 
there is no remembrance which time docs not ef -^ 
face, nor"pain that death does not remove." •* And 
pwy what greater misfortune can there be, anfwcr- 
ed Sancho, than that vdiich nothing but time can - 
remove, or death put a ftop to ? If this mi(hap of 
ours were fuch a one as might be cured with a cour* 
pie of fnips of fearcloth, it would not be altogether 
fo Tcxatious ;. but fo far ^s I can fee, ail the pidiber 
of an hofpital will not be fufficient to fet us cleverly 
on our legs again." 

** Truce with thy refleftions, replied Don Quixote, 
and coUe£ting ftrength out of weaknefs, as I will en- >■ 
deavour to do, let us rife and examine Rozinante's 
cafe ; for, in all appearance, the poor beaft hath 
not fuflfered the leaft part of the misfortune/' " That ' 



'* Tizona, m^c^M die wo^ in the ordinal, U 4 roatantic name 
^ven to the Ivrord that behmged to Roderis X>iaz 4e fiiiar, the h^ 
«oiM Sptsiilh smcrai agahift the lloors. 
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is not to be wondered at^ faid the fquire, he being t 
knight-errant sdfo; but what furprizes me moft 1% 
that my dapple fhould get off without paying hit 
fcore, when we are fcored all over.** **Deftiny, 
when one door is fliut, always leaves another open, 
as a refource in all calamities, faid Don Quixote : 
diis I obferve, becaufe thy afs will now fupply the 
place of Rozinante, and carry m% from hence to 
ibme caflle, where my wounds may be cured ; more 
efpecially as fuch carriage will be no ^diihonour to 
chivalry: for T remember to have read, that the 
good old SilenuS) tutor and companion of the jolij 
God of mirth and wine, entered Uie city of the nun* 
dred gateS) lolling at his eafe upon t moft comely 
afs*" ** It May be very.truCf that he rode upon an 
afs, replied Sancho ; but there ia feme difierencCf I 
apprehend, between riding and lying acrofs the bcaft 
]ike a bag of dirt.'' To this obfervatiOn the knight 
anfwered, " Thofe wounds which arc received ia 
battle, in ay well give, but qan never deprive one of 
honour : therefore, friend Sancho, do as I bid thee, 
without further reply ; get vp as well as thou canft, 
and lay me upon dapple juft as thou Jhall find moft 
convenient, that we may be gone before night comes 
to furprife us in this unfrequented place/' 

*^ And yet, faid Sancho, I have heard your worfliijp 
remark, that it is ufual for knights- errant to ileep 
upon commons and heaths the greateft part of the 
yenr ; ay, and to be thankful for their good fortune 
m being able fo to da" '^ Yes, faid the knight, 
when they can do no better, or are in tove; and 
this is fo true, that there was a knight who lay upon 
a bare rock, expofed to the fultry noon and mid* 
night damps, with all the inclemencies of tlte weather, 
during two whole years, before his miftrefs knew any 
thing of the matter : this was no other than Amadis, 
who, afiuming the -name of Beltenebros, took up 
his quarters upon the naked rock, for the fpace of 

either 
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either eight years, or eight months, I resdly do not 
remember which ; only that he retnadned doing pe« 
-nance in that place, for ibme difguil fliewn to him 
by his Sane Oriana : but truce with this converfa^ 
tion, Sancho, and make hafte, before fuch another 
accident can happen to thy beaft,. ^ that which hath 
already befallen Rozinante," 

'* C5dds my life ! that would be the devil indeed,** 

cried Sancho, who uttering thirty ah's and fixty oh't-f 

together with a hundred and fifty ola's I and curfes 

upon him who had brought him to that pafs^ raifed 

himfelf up, though he could not for his foul ftand up« 

right, but in fpitc of all his efforts, remained bent 

tike a Turkifli bow j and in that attitude, with in- 

finite labour, made (hift to equip his afs, which had 

alfo gone a little aftray, prefuming upon the excef- 

five licence of the time; he then lifted up Rozi« 

nante, who, could he have found a tongue to complain 

withj would certainly have furpafled both his maider 

and Sancho in lamentation: in (hort, the fquiie dif* 

pofed of Don Quixote upon the afs, to whofe tail 

Rqzinante w^ tied ; then taking his own dapple by 

the halter, jogged on fometimes fader, fometimes 

flower, towards the place where he conjectured the 

high road to lie : and indeed, they had not exceeded 

a (hort league, when by good luck, which now 

feemed to take the management of their affairs, they 

arrived at the highway, and difcovered an inn,. 

^Uch, to Sancho's great grief, was miftaken for 

a cafUe by the joyful knight. This difference of 

opinion begat an obftinate difpute, that lafled until 

they arrived at the place, into which Sancho im-. 

mediately conveyed his cargo, withwt further tx.i 

population. 
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The adventure that happened to diis fagacioiis 
knight at the inni which he miftook for a caftle. 

^T^HE inkeeper feeing Don Quixote laid athwart 
^ the afs, aiked what was the matter ? to which 
interrogation, Sancho replied, •'Nothing but a few- 
bruifes which my mafter has received in a fall' from 
a rock in this neighbourhood. The landlady, who 
difieredin dxfpofition from moft of your innkeeper's 
wives, being naturally charitable and fympachifing 
with the calamities of her fellow creatures, came 
tunning to the relief of the battered knight, and 
1>roiight her daughter, who was a very handfome 
girl, to afSft in taking care of her gueft. ITiere 
was in the fame houfe, a fervant maid from the 
Afturias, remarkable for her capacious cottntenance, 
beetle-browed, flat nofed, blind of one eye^ and 
bleared in the other ; true it i$, the gentility of her 
fhape made an^nds for her other de&ds ; fhe was 
fomething ihort of feven hands froni head to foot, 
and ^ moreover, encumbered £o much by her flioul- 
ders, that {he .wa« obliged to contemplate the dtift 
beneath her feet oftener than fiie could have wiflied. 
. \This comely creature, with the affiftance of the 
other dantfel, made up a fort of forry bed for our 
hero in a garret, which gave evident tokens of hav- 
ing been formerly, ^n hayloft, and in which at that 
time a certain carrier bad taken up his quarters,in a bed- 
rfhis own making, a little on one fide our knight's': 
and though his couch was compofed of thxl panncis 
and furniture of his mules, it had greatly the advatii- 
tage ovQr Don Quixote's, which confifted only of 
four rough boards» fupported on two benches of un« 
equal height, covered by a mattrefs, €o thin it might 
liave paSbd for a ^uilt, ^od full of knots fg hard as 

la 
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fD be mift^ECii for pdible ftonBS» hsA mot ibe wool 
, appeared throueli dWen openings) with a couple of 
ioeets made oT bull's hide, and a blanket fo baro 
that jovt migbt have counted every thready without 
h>fing one of die ceckonim* 

In this wretched bed, I>in Qiuxote havuig^ laid 
himfelf dk>Wn, ¥ra8 anointed from head to foot bj 
the good wonnn and herdaug^er, while Maritonies 
(that ivas* Ae Aftvrain's name) flood havd by holding 
a li^t« The landlady^ in ihe xowrte of .her app|i-» . 
caticMi^ perceiving die knight^s vriiole body black and 
blu^ obfeffved mat diofe marks feemed rather ^e 
effbfts^ of drubbing than of a fsdl ; but Sancho af- 
firmed ihe was miftaken ; and diat the marks in 
^^i]^ftion were occafioned by the knobs and eom«ra 
ef the rocks among which he lieM: **' And now I 
^nk €^ it, faid he, pray, madam, ma^Me natters 
ib as to kave a litde of vour ointment, for it will 
p^ needed^ Fll afiure you^ my own- loins are none pf 
iKc ^undeft at prefent.* «* What, did you f^l too ?•* 
fead 5fae« "I can*l fay I did, anfwtrad the fquive^ 
hat I was ib infe£bed by teeing my mafler tjntx^hie, 
that nsy whole body aJtes as much *«as if I had been 
cttdgdkd' without mercy.** " That may very eafily 
happen, cried die daughterly I myfelf have ofteit 
dresuned that I was' nlling^ from a high tow<erj^ 
without ever coming to the groiaidv and upfit 
Waking, have felt myfelf hruifed and battered^ as 
if I had aSkuallf g0t a grcat*>fail." ^ Ahy m4ftrefo I 
replied the fqiiite, here is the point ^ I^ .without 
4feaming at all ; but, on the contrary,, being gs 
broad awake as I am this precioas mtmite, fo^nd 
almofl as nuny marks upon my own fho}ild)ers, as yqa 
have obferved up<m thofe of my mafter Don Qua>*^ 
ote/* " What is the name of that kpight i" faid the 
Afturian t " Don Quixote de ia Manch»» anfweie* 
the fq aire; he is alni^ht adventurer,, and cane pf 
liie greateft and moil valiant that have been feenjt^ 

G fr tbifr. 
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dus worii, for many ages." ** AnA what is a knwht- 
^venturer ?'* rcfumcd the wench/' ** Arc you ludi 
a fuckUng as not to know that? cried Sanchc, 
welly rU tell you, miftrcfs of mine, a knight-adven- 
turer is a thing, that before you can count a couple, 
snay be kicked and be crowned; to-day he is the 
moft defpicable and beggarly wreteh upon earth, 
mnd to-morrow he will have a brace of kingdoms to 
beftow upon his fquires/' ^'Methinks, iaid the 
landlady, feeing you appertain to fuch a great man» 
you ought to be a count at leaft/' ** All in good | 
time, replied Sancho, we have not been out a month ] 
in fearch of adventures, and have found none worth | 
Naming; befides, people fometimes go in queft of 
one thing, and meet with another : indeed, if mj 
ra[after Don Quixote gets well of this drubbing— 
(fall I mean) and I myfelf efcape without bein^ 
crippled, I won't barter my hopes ibr the bed lord** 
fhip in Spain.*' 

The Knight having liftened attentively to this 
whole converfation, fat up in his bed as well as he 
could, and takii^ his landlady by the hand, ** Be- 
lieve me, beautiful lady, faid he^ you may account 
yourfelf extremely happy, in having within your 
caftle my perfon as your gueft, fuch a gueft^ that 
if I praite him not, it is on account of the common 
faying, that felf-commQudation is in efie£k felf-dif- 
pratfe. My fquire, however, wiH intimate who I am ; 
while I content myfeK^ with afiuring you, that I will, 
to all eternity, prefiwve eDgraven upon the tables of 
my memory the benevolence you this day voitdhfafed 
unto me, that I may be grateful for the favour, as 
long as life.ftiall remain* And, oh I that it pleafed 
you heaven Supreme, that love had not fo vanquiflieJ 
and enflaved my heart to the triumphant eyes of 
Ac beautiful ingrate, whom I now mention between 
siy teeth, but that the charms of this amiable young 
lady could be the author o€ my f reedonu 
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The good woman, her daoghter, and the gentle 
Maritonies, were aftoniihed at this rhapfodyt which 
thef underftood as much as if it had been delivered in 
Greek; thoagh they could eafily comprehend, that 
the whole of it tended to compliment and proffers of 
fervice ; as they were therefore altogether unaccuf- 
tomed to fuch language, they gazed at him with ad- 
miration, as aperfon dfa different fpecies from other 
men, and having thanked him for his courtefy, in 
their tapfter phrafe, left him to his repofe| while 
the Afturian Maritornes adminiftered to Sancho9 
who had as^ much need of affiftance as his mafter. 

She and the carrier had made an aiBgnation to di- 
vert themfelves that night ; nay, (he had given her 
word that as foon as the company fliould be quiet, 
and her matter and miftrefs afleep, (he (hould vifit 
him in the dark, and give him all the fatisfa^iion he 
defired ; and indeed it is recorded, for the honour ef 
this good creature, that (he never failed to perform 
her promifes of that kind pun£tually, although they 
kad been made, in the midft of a heath, and out of 
the hearing of all evidence : for Ihe valued herft^tf 
^uch upon her gentility, and did not look upon it 
^ any affront to be fervant at an inn, becaufe, (he 
obfervcd, difappointments and misfortunes had re- 
duced her to that condition. 

The bed of Don Quixote, which we have defcribed 
fo hard, fo narrow, crazy and uncomfortable, ftood 
iotemoft, and exa^ly in the middle of this ruinous 
l^y-loft ; hard by had Sancho taken up his quarters 
upon a ru(h mat, covered with a rug, which feemed 
to be manirfa^lured of hemp rather dian wool ; and 
ktft of all was the carrier's couch, compofed, as wc 
have already faid, of the pannels and furniture of 
bis two belt mules ; for he had no lefs than twelve 
plump, fleek and notable beafts, being one of the 
richeft carriers in Arevalo, according to the report 
of the author of diisr luftory, who makes particular 

mention 
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mention of him, and fays he knew him peifefHy veD ; 
naj, fome go fo far as to affinn, that he was bis 
diitant rehtion : be this as it will, Cid Hamet Be* 
nengtli was a moft curious hiftorian, and pundtial to 
admiration, as appears from what hath been misdated, 
whichy though in itfelf mean and tririal^ he would hj 
no means pafs over in filence. This ought to ferveaflk 
an example to thofe important 'and wexghtj hifto- 
rians, who recount erents fo fuccin&ly and luperfi- 
cially, that the itader can fcarce get a finack of 
them; while the moft fiibftantial circumftances are 
left, as it were, in the inkhom, through caxeleffiiefti 
ignorance and malice. A thoufand times bleft be the 
ai;>nor8 of Tablante and Ricamonte, and he tbat 
compiled that other book, in which are recocuUed 
the atchievements of Count Tomillas I How puno 
tually have they defcribed the moft minute particu* 
lar !— But to return to our ftory. 

The carrier having vifited his cattle^ and given 
them their night's allowance, ftretched himfcif apon 
his pannels, in expe£tation of the moft faidiful Man* 
tonies ; while Sancho, plaftered all over, and huddkd 
up in his kennel, endeavoured with all his might to 
fleep i but the achiug of his ribs would by nomeanS' 
allow him to enjoy \hat fatisfa6kion ; and Don Quix- 
ote, for the fame uncomfortable reafon,. lay like a 
hare with his eyes wide open» A profound filence 
reigned throughout the whole houfe,, in* which there 
was no other light than a lamp ftuck iq> in the paf-* 
fa?e ; and this wonderful quiet, together with diofe 
rele£tions which always occurred to cur knight, 
relating to the events continusdly recorded in the 
books of chivalry, that firft difordered his amder* 
ftanding i I fay, thofe refle£ljbns fuggefted to his 
fiancy one of the ftrangeft ^hknsths^ ever entered 
% man's lmaginati6n.. This was no othec than a 
full perfuafion that' he was arrived at (omc famous 
caftle I for^ as we have. before obfejrved^ all. the inas 
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le )od!ged at feemcd cafttcs to him i and that the 
landlord's daughter was the gfsvemofs only child» 
who captivated by his ffenteel appearance, was be* 
come deeply enamoured of him^ and had aduallj 
promifed to come^ Jirithout the knowledge of her 
parents, and pafs the beft part of the night in bed 
with him. Believing therefore this chimera (which 
was the ^work of his own brain) ""to be a firm and un« 
doubted f a£l, he began to refle£l with extreme an* 
xiety upon the dangerous dilemma into which his 
virtue was like to be. drawn; and refolved, in his 
lieart, to commit no treafon againft his miftrefs 
Dulcinea del Tobofo ; even though queen Ginebm 
herfelf, and the lady Quintaniona ihould make him 
a tender of their favours. 

While his mind was engrofled by thefe extravagant 

fancies, the hour of aflignation arrived, and an un* 

lucky hour it was for him, when the kind Afturian, 

barefoot and in her fmock, having her hair tucked 

up under a fuftian night-cap^ entered the apartment 

in which the three guefts were lodged, and wit{i 

Qence and caution diredied her fteps towards the 

neft of her beloved carrier. But> fcarce had fhe got 

within the door, when her approach wa$ perceived 

by our knight, who, jQtting up in his bed, in fpite of 

his plafters and the aching of his ribs, ftretched 

forth his arms to receive this beautiful young lady, 

who, on her part holding in her breath, moved foft- 

ly on her tiptoes, groping her way with, her hands 

before her. 

While (he thus crept along, in queft of her lover, 
flie chanc«5d to. come within arms-length* of Don 
Quixote, who laid faft hold of her by the wrift,^ and 
without her daring to fpeak a fyllable, pulled her to^ 
wards him, and made her fit down upon his bed ; Ke 
then felt her fmock, which, though made of the coarfeft 
canvas, to him feemed a (hift of the fineft and fofteflb 
kwn^ittfL&nng-Q^ g,l^ beads ibe wore about het 

wriftp 
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wrift, in KIs apprehenfion, outfhone the brightcft ori- 
ental pearl : her hair, which bore forne refemblance to 
a horfe*s mane, he miHook for threads of pure Ara- 
bian gold, that even cclipfcd the fplendor of the fun $ 
and her breath, which doubtlefs fmelt ftrong of bro- 
ken meat and garlick, his fancy converted into an arc* 
n-aric Amout, proceeding from her delicate mouth ; 
in (hort, his imagination reprefented her m the fame 
form aiid firuation with that of a certain princefs, re- 
corded in one of his books, who came to vifit a 
wounded knight of whom (he wa$ enamoured ; with 
all the other embelliftiments there defcribed. Nay, 
fuch was tlie infatuation of this poor gefntleman that 
he was not to be undeceived, either by the touch, the 
breath, or any other circumftance of this honeft 
wench, though they were powerful enough to difcom- 
pofe the ftomach of any body but a rampant carrier* 
But our knight believed he folded in his arms the 

foddefs of beauty, ftraining her in his embrace, 
egan to pronounce, in a toft and amorous tone, 
•* Would to heaven ! I were fo circumftanced, beau- 
tiful and high bom lady ! as to be able to repay the 
tranfcendant favour beflowed upon me in the con- 
templation of your amazing charms : but it hath 
pleafed fortune, tha tnever ceafes to perfecute the 
virtuous, to lay me upon this bed, fo bruifed and 
battered, that even, if it was my defirc to gratify 
yours, I (hould find it utterly impoilible i how much 
more fo, when that impoflibility is linked to another 
ftill greater ? I mean the plighted faith I have vowed 
to the peerleft Dulcinea del Tobofo, the fble miflrefs 
of my moft hidden thoughts: did not that confi* 
deration interpofe, I fhould not be' fuch a dinple 
knight as to let flip this happy occaflon which your 
benevolence has tendered to my choice.** 

Maritornes, fwcating with vexation to, find her- 
feif thus pinioned^ as it were, by the knight, whofc 
difcourfe ibe neither heeded nor underftood ; en- 

deavoure^s 
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deavoiired without anfwering a fyllable, to difengagc 
herfelf from his embrace : while the lloneft carrier, 
whofe lewd defires kept him awake^ and made him 
perceive his doxy from the moment (he entered, 
liftehed attentively to every thing that Don Quixote 
faid ; and being jealous that the Ailurian hadSroke 
her promife to nim, in order to keep it with another, 
crept nearer the bed o£ his rival, to wait the iffue of 
this rhapfody, tlie meaning of which he could not 
comprehend: obferving, however, that the wench 
ilruggled to get loofe, and that the knight endeavour- 
ed to detain her, he could not reliOi the joke, but 
lifting his arm on high, difcharged fuch a terrible 
blow on the lanthorn jaws of the enamoured Don, as 
bathed his whole countenance in blood ; and not f;v- 
tisfied with this application, jumped upon his ribs, 
and travelled over his whole carcafe, at a pace fome- 
what excQf^dling that of a briik trot, until the bed, 
which was none of the ftrongeil, either in materials 
or foundation, unable to fuilain the additional 
weight, funk to the ground with both^ and made 
-fuch a hideous noife in its fall, as awaked the inn- 
keeper, who immediately concluded that Marivomet 
was concerned in the adventure, becaufe (be made 
no anfwer when he called. 

On this fuppofition he arofe, and lighting a candlCt 
went diredly to the place where he had heard the 
fcufRe : mean while the poor wench confufed and 
afirighted at the approach of her mafter, who was ai 
fellow of a moft favage difpofition, retreated to the 
kennel of Sancho Panza, who flept in fpite of all 
' this din, and neftling in befide him, wound herfelf 
up like a ball, and lay fnug. The landlord now 
entered the apartment, and crying with a loud voices 
** Where have you got, ftrumpet ? to be fure thcfp 
muit be your jade's tricks, with a vengeance ;" San- 
cho ilarted, and feeling a prodigious weight upon 
himt thought he was labouring under the night-mare t 

and 
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and beginning to lay about him on' all fides^ chanced, 
in courfe of his efforts, to heftow divers cufFs on Ma- 
ritorneS) who feeling herfelf thus belaboured, forgot 
the care of her reputation, and returned the fquire's 
compliments fo heartily, that ile(^p forfook him whe- 
ther he would or not : 'without knowing the perfon 
who treated him fo roughly^ he raifed himfelf lip, as 
well -as he could, and going to loegerheads with M a- 
titornes, a moft furious and divertmg (kirmiih enftied. 
By this time, the carrier perceiving by the lig^t 
the fituation of his miftrefs, ran to her affiftancej 
and the landlord followed the fame courfe, though with 
a very difierent intention, namely, to chaftife the maid; 
being fully perfuaded, that'ihe was the folecaufe of 
all tnis uproar; and fo, ^s the fayii^g is, the cat to 
the rat, the rat to the rope, the rope to the gallows. 
The carrier drummed upon SanchOj Sancho ftruck 
at the maid, the maid pummelled him, the innkeeper 
difciplined her ; ^11 of them exerting themfelves widi 
fuch Qagernefs that there was not one moment's 
paufe. But, to crown the joke^ the landlord's candle 
went out> end the ccnyb;rt^nt8 being left in the isak, 
iuch a ciirculation of blows enfued, that whcrefecver* 
the iift fell,- there the patient was difabled. 

There chanced to lodge at the inn that- night, a 
trooper belonging to the ancient holy brotherhood of 
Toledo, who. alfo hearing the fttange noife of dris 
ftay, arofe, and feizing his tipftiff, together with the 
tin-box that contained his conimiffion, entered the 
apartment in the dark, calling aloud, '** Keep the 
.^eace, in the king's name ; keep the peace, in the 
ifiame. of the holy brotherhood.** The firft he en- 
(dountered was the forlorn Don Quixote, who lay 
4nfenfible on his demoliihcd bed, with his face up- 
permoft ; fo diat groping about, he happened to lay 
hold of his Hard, ai«d cried, " Affift, I charge you, 
"the offices of juftice : but perceiving that the pcr- 
ifon he held, neither ftirred lior fpoke, he concluded 

that 
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fhaf he mu(l be dead, and that the people within 
were the aflai&ns. In this perfuafion he raifed his 
Foice, crying,. ** Shut the gates of the inn, that none 
may e(cape, for here is a man murthercd/* TTic 
exclamation, which afloniflicd them all, was no 
fooner heard than every one quitted his (hare in the 
battle; the landlord -retreated to his own chamber, 
the carrier 'fneaked to his panniers, and the damfel 
to her draw: while the unfortunate knight and 
fquire were left on the fpot, unable to more from 
the places where they lay. The trooper letting go the 
beard of Don Quixote, went out for a light to learch 
for and apprehend the delinqueats ; but m this defiga 
be was difappointed ; the landlord having *purpofely 
txtinguiihed the lamp, when he retired to his apart* 
ment ; fo that he was obliged to have recourfe to 
the embers, at which, with great induftry and time, 
he made ihift to light another candle. 

• 

CHAP. m. ^ 

Containing the fequ^l of thofe incredible gtlevueci 
whith ue valiant Ddn Quixote, and his trtiftf 
fquire Sancho Panza, unSerwent at the inn, 
^ich, for their misfortune, the knight miftook 
for a caftle. 

J^BOUT this time, Don Qmsote recoTcring the 
^ ufe of his tongue, began to call in the lame 
^ble tone with which he fpoke the preceding day, 
^hcn he lay ftretched in the packftaff valley, *VAr^ 
Aou afleep, friend Sancho ? friend Sancho^ art thpa . 
afleep V «« God's my life ! replied Sancho, full of 
peevifiinefs and pain, how (hpuld I be afleep, feeing 
)U the devils in hell have been upon methis whole 
night ?** « That thou mayft affure thvfelf of, an* 
fwered the knight : for either I undetftand nothing 
3t all, or this caftle is inchanted. Thou mu{l: know^ 
Sancho, but what I am going to difclofe to thee, 

thott 
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thou (halt fwear to keep'fecret till after my death.^ 
•* I do fwcar," faid Sancho. " This fccrecy I infift 
vpon^ replied his m after, becaufe I weuld by no means 
takeaway the reputation of any pcrfon." "Well then, 
cried the fquire, I fwear to koep it iecret till the days 
of your wor(hip be paft and gone } and God grant that 
I may be at liberty to reveal it to-morrow." ** Have 
I done you (b much mifchief, Sancho, . faid Don 
Quixote, that you wiih to fee me dead fo foon?'* 
"It is not for thai; replied the fquire, but becaufe I 
am an enemy to all fecrets, and would not have any 
thing rot in my keeping/' " Be that as It may, faitl 
the knight, I will trufl greater things to thy love and 
fidelity : Know, therefore, that.this very night, I have 
been engaged iu a moft rare and wondenul adventure, 
which, tnat I muy briefly relate, take notice^ that a 
little while ago, I was vidted by the conftable's 
daughter, than, whom a more beautiful and gracious 
young lady is fcarce to be found on this terraqueous 
fflobe. How (hall I paint to thee the comMinefs of 
her perfon 7 how delicate the acutefiefs of her un- 
derftanding? or, how (haU I defcribe thofie myfterious 
charms, which, that I may prefcrve the fealty I have 
fworn to my own fovereign miftrefs Du^ciuea.del 
Tobofo, I muft pafs over in facred (ilence } I ifa; 11 
only tell the^ thatneaven itfelf was only jealous of the 
happinefs which fortune had put into my power; 
or, perhaps, which is more probable, this caftle, as I 
have already obferved^ is enchanted c for while I was 
engaged virith her in a moA delightful and amorous 
eonverfation, an unfeen hand, belonging, doubtlefs, 
io the arm of fome monftrous giant, defcended I 
knew not whence, upon my javrs, leaving my whole 
face bathed in gore ; and afterwards brutfed me iii 
fuch a manner, that I am infinitely worfe than I was 
yeft^tday, when the carriers^ maltreated us, as thou 
knoweft, for the excefles of Rozinante ; from whence 
I conjecture, that the treafure of this fair damfel's 

beauty 
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beauty U guarded by fome enchanted Moor, and not 
deftined for my poflelBon/' " Nor for mine neither, 
cried Sancho^ for I have been drubbed by fire hun« 
drcd Moors fo unmercifully, that the packftave 
threfhing was but cakes and gingerbread to what I 
now feel : fo that I fee no great cautc you have to 
brag of that rare adventure, which has kft us in this 
comfortable pickle. Indeed your worfhip was not fo 
badly off, becaufe you had that fame incomparable 
beauty in your arms , but what had I, except die 
hardeil knocks, which, I hope, I ihall ercr feel in my 
born days ? Curfed am I, and the mother that bore 
me; for though I neither am knight-errant, nor 
ever defign to be one, the greateft part of the mifchief 
that betides us, for ever falls to my (hare.** ** It fecmt 
then, thou haft fuffcred too,'* laid Don Quixote* 
"Woe be unto me and my whole pedigrccX cried 
Sancha, have I not been telling you fo all this time f* 
** Give thyfelf no concern about that matter, an- 
fwered the knight, for now I am determined to pre* 
pare that precious balfam, which will cure us both 
in the twinkling of an eye/* 

About this time the officer of the holy brother- 
hood, having made (hift to light his candle, came 
hack to examine the perfon whom he fuppofed mur- 
thered ? and Sancho, feeing him approach in his fliirt 
and woollen night-cap » with a very unfavourable 
afped, and a light in his hand, faid to his mafteri, 
" Pray, fir^ is that . the enchanted Moor returned 
to fpend the laft drop ^ of his vengeance upon u«.** 
^ That cannot be the Moor, anfwered Don Quixote, 
for enchanters never fuffer themielves to be feen.** 
" If they wont allow themfelves to be feen, cried th« 
fquire, they make no bones of letting themfelves b« 
felt 5 that my ihoulders can teftify.'* ** And inin« 
too, iaid the knight ; but we have no fuffici^nt rea- 
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Ion to believe that he whom we how fee» is the inn 
chanted Moor. 

Mean while^ the trooper drawing nearer^ and 
hearing them talk fo deliberately, remained fome 
. tiihe in fofpence \ then obfetving Don Quixote, who, 
itill lay on his back, unable to ftir on account of hisl 
bruifes and plafters, he went up to him, fayingi 
f* How do'ft do, hoheft friend ?" *^I would fpeak more 
fubmiiBvely, anfwered the knight, were I fuch a ple- 
beian as. you; is that the language ufed in this 
country to knights-errant, you blockhead?" The 
officer finding himfelf treated with fo little ceremony, 
by fuch a niiferable wi^ht, could not bear the re- 
proacn, but lifting up his lamp, oil and all, dif- 
charged it upon JDon Quixote's patej which fuffered 
gready in .the encounter ; and the light being again 
extinguiflied, flipped away in the dark. Things 
being in this fituation, ''Sir, faid Sancho Panza, 
mthout doubt, th;it was the enchanted Mpor, who 
keeps the treafure for other people, and the fifty-cufPs 
and lamp-leavings for us/' ^* It muft be fo, replied 
the knight $ but we muft not mind thofe affairs of 
enchantment fo much, as to let them ruffle or in- 
flame us I hecaufe they being invifible and fantaftical, 
do what we can we (hall never be able to take yen- 
geance upon the authors of them : get up therefore, 
oancbo, if thou canft^ and de'fire the conftable of 
this caille to fupply me with fome oil, wine, fait, 
and rofemary; that I may prepare the falutiferous 
balfam,. which really, I believe, I ft and in great 
need of at prefent, for the wound which the phan- 
tom, hath given me bleeds apace.'* 

Accordingly the fquire made Ihift to rife, notwith- 
ftanding the intolerable aching of his bones, and 
creeping in the . dark towards the innkeeper's bed- 
chamber, happened to meet with the trooper, who 
ftood liflening to know the intention of his adver- 
fary.'* «< Si'guior, cried he, whofoever you are, do us 

the 
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At benefit md hvear ta aflift us widi fome rofemarf^ 
fah, yfinc, and oil^ in order to cure one of the mo(£ 
xiaghtf knights-cnrant upon earth, who lies in that 
be^ deipersitelf wounded by the hands of an in« 
chanted Moor that frequenta this inn/' The officer 
hearing fiich an addrefs^ concluded that the man 
had loft hisfenfes ; and it being 4>7 this time dawUf 
opened the inn-gate, and calling to the landlord^ 
told him v^hat this honeft mam wanted. The inn* 
k^per having p*^>vided Sancho with the ingredients, 
he immediately carried them to his matter, who lay 
"holding his head between his two hands, and com* 
plaining very much of the cSc6k of the lamp, which, 
however, had done no further damage than that of 
raifing a couple of large tumors upon his pate ; 
that which lie took* for blood being no other than 
fw&^ forced out by the anguifli and pain he had un- 
dergone. In (hort, he made a compofitipn, by mixing 
the materials together, and boiling them a good 
while until he found he had brought the whole to a 
due confiftence : then he alked for a phial to contain 
the balfam ; but> ias there was none in the houfe, he 
refoved to cork it up in a tin oil*fiaik, of which the 
landlord made him a prefent. Which being done, 
he repeated over it more than fourfcore pater-nofters, 
with the like number of ave-maria^s, falve's and 
credo's, accompanying every word with the fign.of 
the crofs, by way of benedi£iion ; and this whole 
ceremonf was performed in prefence of Sancho, 
the innkeeper and officer; the c&rrier having very 
quietly gone to- take care of his beads. 

This precious balfam being thus compofed, the 
knight was determined to make iaftant trial of the 
efficacy with which he imagined it endued ; and ac^ 
cordingly fwallowed about a pint and a half of what 
remained in the p>tf after the oiUflaik was full, which 
had ficarce got' down hie throat when he began to 
vomit in fuch a manner^ as left nothing ia his fto« 

mach^ 
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machs and a.^mo{l copious fweat breaking out upoa 
him, in rofiiequence of the yoilent operation, he de- 
fired they would wrrap him up warm, and leave him 
to his repofe* They complied with his requeft, and 
he fell into a profound flcep that lafted three hours^ 
at the end of which awaking, he found himfeif ex- 
ceedingly refreihed^ and io well remoTcd of his 
bniifes, chat he feemed perfe£Uy well ; and. implicitly 
believed that he had now made fure of the balfam 
of Fierabras, which, while he poffeHed, he might, 
with the utmoft confidence and fafety, engage in 
the moft perilous quarrels, combats and havock, 
that could poflibly happen. 

Sancho Panza feeing his mailer recovered to a 
miracle, begged he would beftow upon him the fedi- 
ment of the pot, which was no fmall quantity : and 
hit requeft being granted, he laid hold of ijt with both 
hands, and fitting it to his h^ad, drank off, .^ith 
ftrong faith and eager inclination, almofl; as much as 
his mafter had fwallowed before. But die poor 
fquire's flomach chanqed to be not quite fo delicate 
as that of the knicht, and therefore before he could 
difcharge a drop, he fufiered fuch pangs and reach- 
logs, fuch qualms and cold fweats ; that he Terily 
believed his laft hour was come ; and in the midft of 
his wamblings and afflidtons curfed the balfam and 
the mifcreant diat made it. Don Quixote per-* 
cciying his fituation, &id^ '* I believe tEat adl this 
mifichief happens to tliee, Sancho, becauie thou art 
not a knight : for I am perfuaded, that this liquor 
will be of fervice to none but fuch as are of ihe order 
of knighthood." ^* If your worfhip kaeixr fo much^ 
cried Sancho, woe be unto me and my whole gene- 
ration ! why did you allow me to tafte it ?" At 
this inilaoi the portion began to operate, and the poor 
Iquire to unload at both ends with fuch fury, that 
the mat iqion which he had thrown himfeif, and 
the OKet that covered him, were foon in a wocf ui 
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pickle : he fweated and fliivcred with fuch violent 
motions arid fits, that not only he himfelf, but ^very 
body prefent, thought he would have given up the 
ghoft. 

This tempeft of evacuation lafted near two hours^ 
at the expiration of which, he found himfelf far 
from being relieved like his mafter, but, on the con- 
trary fo much fatigued that he was not able to ftandm 
The knight, as we have already obferved, finding 
himfelf in good health and excellent fpirits, longed 
fervently to depart in queft of adventures, thinking 
every minute he fpent in that place was an injury to 
the world in general, and to thofe miferable obje£^s 
who wanted his favour and protedlion ; cfpecially as 
he was now in poffeffion of the certain means of 
fafety and confidence, in that efficacious balfam he 
had made. Prompted by thefe fuggeftions, he him- 
felf faddled Rozinante, and with his own hand put 
the pannel upon the beaft of his fquire, whom he alfo 
aflifted in getting on his cloaths, and mounting his 
afs. He then beftrode his own (leed, and laying hold 
of a pitchfork that ftood in a corner of the yard, 
appropriated it to the ufe of a lance j while all the 
people in the houfe, exceeding twenty perfons, be- 
held him "with admiration : the landlord's daughter 
being among the fpeftators, he fixed his eyes upon 
her, and from time to time uttered a profound figh, 
whicli feemed to be heaved from the very bottom 
of his bowels} and which, in the opinion of all 
thofe who had fecn him anointed over night, was 
occafioned by the aching of his bones* 

He and his fquire, being by this time mounted, he 
halted at the gate, and calling to the inkeeper, pro- 
nounced, in a grave and folemn tone ; ** Numerous 
and mighty are the favours, fir conftable, which I 
have received in this caftle of yours, and I fhall -think 
myfclf under the higheft obligation, to retain a grate- 
ful remembrance of your courtefy ail the days of my 
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life. If I can make you any return, in taking vengc^ 
anco on fomc infolcnt adverfary w^ hath perhaps 
aggrieved you; know that it is my piwince and. 
profeflion to aflift the helpkfs, avenge the injured, 
and chaftife the fulfe j recolledj dierefor^, and if you 
have any boon of that fort to alk, fpeak the word ; 
1 promJfe by the ordfer of knighthood which I have 
received, that you (hall be righted and redreifed to 
your, heart'5 content/' « Sit knight, replied the 
irmkecper with the fame deliberation, I hai'e no 
occafion for your worfliip's afliftance to redrefs any 
gfievance of mine ; for 1 know how to revenge my 
own wrongs when I fuifer any : all I defire is, that 
you will pay the fcore you have run up in this inn, 
for provender to your cattle, and food and lodging 
to yourfelf and fervant/' ' " It feems then this is an 
inn/* anfweted the knight; "Aye, and a well-re- 
fp«aed one," faid the landlord. « I have been in a 
mtftake all this time, refumed Don Quiyote, for I 
really thought it was a caftle; and that none of the 
meaneft neither : but fince it is no other than a houfe 
of puUic entertainment, you have nothing to do but 
CMCufe me from paying a farthing j for I can by no 
means, tranfgrefs the cuftom of knights-errant, who, 
I am.fmre, as having read nothing to the contrary *, 



■ ^» 



♦' Don. Qraxote feems in this place td have forgot one adventure 
cfhU great pattern, Orlando, who, whil6 he accompanied Ange- 
lica in her fUgkt from Albracca, happened to intrude upon the king 
of Ac Leibagoitt, a« he fat at dinner in a valley ; and being in great 
want of viduals, accofted his moft favage majefty in thefe words, 
recbtdcd WjT Bfltyard<H or raAer Bcrni, in his poem imitled OrUado 
lAMaurabo- 

Boich^ fortana a qucft^opa ne mena 

Da vQi, vi prego, chenon vi dcfpiaccia-, 

O po' noftri danari o in cortefia, 

Cbenoi ceniumxon voi di compagnia* 
Thus humbly requefUng, that he woM dtlwr for love dr^moncf 
^«e them a bone to pick* 

never 
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never paid fer lodging nor any dung elfey in any inn 
or hoafe whatfoerer, oecaufie mey had a right and title 
to the beft oi entcrtainmettt, in recompence for the 
intokrable fufeings they underwent, in feeking ad- 
ventuirs by night and br day, in winter as well as 
fuimner, on foot and on norfeback» expofed to hunger 
and thirft, to beat and cold, and to all the incle- 
mencies of heaven, as veil as the fnconveniencies of 
cartf ** Ail this is nothing to my pnrpofc, faid 
the innkeeper pay me what yoo owe, and fave all 
Your idle tales of knight-errantry for thofe who will 
be amufed with them ; for my <^ii part I mind no 
talc but that of the money I take," " You are a faucy 
'poblican, and a blockhead to boot," cried Don Quix- 
ote, who putting fpurs to Rozinante, and brandiih* 
ing his ^)itchfork, fallied cut of the inn without 
oppofition ; and was a good way off before he look- 
ed behind to fee if he was followed by his fquire. 

The lancQotd, feeing the knight depart without 
paying) ran up to feize Sancho, who told him, that 
fmce his matter had refufed to difcharge the bill, he 
muft not expc£k any money from hirti, who, being the 
iquire of a knight-errant, was, as well as his mafler, 
bound by the fame laws to pay for nothing in taverns 
aiui inns. Tlie pubUcan, irritated at this anfwer, 
threatened if he would not pay him, to indemnify 
Jiimfcif in a manner that {hould not be fo much to 
the fquire's liking : but Panza fwore by the laws of 
chivalry his mailer profefled, that he would not pay 
a doit, thou^ it iliould coft him his life ; for he 
was rcfolved that tlie honourable and ancient cuftoms 
of- kfttght-errantry (hould not be loft through his 
mribehayiour ; neither (liould thofe fquires, who were 
to come into the world after him, have occafion to 
complain of his conduft, or reproach him with the 
breach of fo juft a privilege. 

As the unfortunate Saqcho's evil genius would 
have it^. there were amoi^ the company that lodged 
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that night in the houfe, four clothiers of Segovia, 
three pin-makers from the great fquare of Cordova, 
and a couple of ihop-keepers from the market place 
of Seville j all of them brifk jolly fellows, and mif- 
chievous wags. Thefe companions, as if they had 
been infpired and inftigated by the fame fpirit, came 
up to the fquire and pulled him from his afs ; then, 
one of them fetching a blanket from the landlord's 
bed, they put Sancho into it, and lifting up their 
eyes, perceived the roof was too low for their pur- 
pofe ; therefore determined to carry him out into the 
yard, which had no other ceiling than the iky : there 
placing Panza in the middle of the blanket, they be- 
gan to tofs him on high, and divert themfelves with 
his capers, as the mob do with dogs at Shrove-tide. 
The cries uttered by this miferable vaulter, were (o 
piercing as to reach the ears of his mafter, who halt- 
ing to liften the more attentively believed that fome 
new adventure was approaching, until he clearly 
recognized the fhrieks of his fquire : he immediately 
turned his horfe, and- with infinite ftraining made 
ihfift to gallop back to the inn ; but finding the gate 
Jhut, roAc round in fearch of fome other entrance j 
and when jJie approached the yard-wall, which was 
not very high, perceived the difagreeable joke they 
were praftifihg: upon his fquire, who rofe in the air, 
and funk again With fucJi grace and celerity, that if 
his indignation would have allowed him, I verily be- 
lieve the knight himfelf would! Ihave ia^ic^hed at the oc- 
cafidn. He attempted to ftep from^his ^o\f^ upon the 
wall, but was fo bruifed and battet^d, that hC could 
not move from }iis feat ; and therefore^ fttiiate^ a> ^f 
was, began to vent fuch a torrent of reprdadfififl ap* 
opprobrious language againft Sancho's executibiicrl, 
th. t it is impoflible to repeat the half of what he ftii 
7'his, however, neither interrupted their mirth nor 
their diverfion, nor gave theleaft truce to the lament- 
ations of Sancho, who prayed and threatened by turns, 
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as he flew. Indeed nothing of this fort either couM 
or did avail him, until leaving off, out of pure wea- 
rinefs, they thought fit to wrap him up in this great 
coat, and fet him on his afs again. The companionate 
Maritornes feeing him fo much fatigued, thought he 
would be the better for a draught of water, which, 
that it might be the cooler, fhe fetched from the well ; 
and Sancho had jufl put the mug to his lips, when his 
draught was retarded by the voice of his mailer, who 
cried aloud, ** Son Sancho, drink not water, drink pvt 
that which will be the occafion of thy death, my fon j 
behold this mod facred balfam (holding up the cruze 
of potion in his hand), two drops of which will effec- 
tually cure thee.'* At thefc words the.fquire eyed him, 
as it were, aflcance, and in a tone ftill more vociferous, 
replied, '* Perchance your worftiip has forgot that 
I am no knight ; or may be, you want to fee me vo- 
mit up all the entrails I have left, after laft night's 
quandary. Keep your liquor for yourfelf, and may 
all the devils in hell give you joy of it ; and leave 
me to my own difcretion." He had no fooner pro- 
nounced thefe words than he began to fwallow, and 
perceiving at the firft draught, that the cordial wasf 
Tip other than water, he did not choofe to repeat it ; 
but defired Maritornes to bring him fome wine. 
This requeft (he complied with very cheerfully, and 
paid for it with her own money, for it was reported 
of her, that although flie was reduced to that low 
degree in life, fhe aftually retained fome faint 
Sketches and (hadows of the chriftian. 

Sancho having finiflied his draught, clapped heels 
to his afs, and the inn-gate being thrown wide open, 
fallied forth, very well fatisfied with having got oft 
without paying any thing, although he had fucceeded 
at the expence of his (houlders, which were indeed 
his ufual fureties. True it is, the landlord had de- 
tained his bags for the reckoning 5 but thefe Sancho 
did not mifs in the confufion of his retreat. As foon 
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as he was ckar of tjbe houicy the innkeeper wou\d 
have barricadoed the gate, had he not been pre- 
vented by the blanket companion^ who were of 
that fort of people, who would not have valued 
Don Quixote a farthing, even if he had been a£tually 
one of the knights of the round-^abk« 

CHAP. IV. 

In which i& recounted <he dilcourfe that pafled be^ 
tween Sancho PanzA and his mafter Don Quixote i 
with Qtber adventures worthy of record. 

CANCHO made (bift to overtake his matter, 
^ fo haggard and difmayed, that he was fcarce able 
to manage his beaft ; and when the knight perceived 
his melancholy fituation, " Honeft Sancho, faid he, 
I am now convinced beyond all doubt, that this caflle 
or inn is enchanted $ for thof^ who made fuch a 
barbarous paftime of thy fufieringS} could be no 
other than phantoms ana beings belonging to the 
other world. I am confirmed in tlus opinion, fxosk 
having found, that while I was by the waH of the 
yard, a fpe£tator of the a£ts of thy mournful tragedy, 
I could neither climb over to tjiiy afliftanceA i\or in- 
deed move from Rozioante, but was fixed in the 
faddle by the power of enchantment \ for I fwear to 
thee, by the faith of my chara£ker ! if I could have 
alighted from my fleed, and furmountcd the wall) 
I would have revenged thy wrongs i^ fuch a man- 
jier, that thofe idle mifcreants iho«JI4 liav^e r.emcnv- 
bered the jeft to their dyin^ day : aUho^igh I know, 
that info doing, I fluxuld have tr^igreiTetJ^ Uie laws of 
jchivalry, which, I have ofteji toW thee, do not al- 
low a knight to Uft his arm againft any perfon of au 
inferior degree, except in defen^ce of his own life and 
limbs, or in cafes of the moji preiSng necefllty.'' 
"So yould I J^adTQ y^ven^d pyfd4 ^^ Sancho, 

knighted 
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knighted or not knighted ; but it was not in nrf 
power ; though I am very well fatisiied that thofe who 
diverted themfelves at my cod were no phantoms, 
nor enchanted being8> as your worfliip imagines, but 
men made of fiefh and bonesy as we are, and all of 
them have chriflian names, which I heard repeated, 
while they tofle^ me in the blanket: one, for ex- 
ample is called Pedro Martinez, another Tenoria 
Hernandez, and the innkeeper goes by the name of 
Juan Palameque the left-handed : and therefore, fig- 
nor, your being difabled from alighting and getting 
over the wall, muft have been owing to fomething 
clfe than enchantment. What I can clearly difcem 
from the whole is, that thefc adventures we go in 
fearch of, will, at the long run, bring us into fuch 
mifventures, that we fliall not know our right hands 
from our left : and therefore, in my fmall judgment, • 
the beft and whotlefomeft thing we can do, wiH be to 

1'og back again tto our own habitation now, while the 
larveft is going oni to take care of our crops, and 
leave off fauntering from * poft to ptllafi and falling 
out of the frying*pan into the fire, as the faying is.*^ 
^^ How little art thou acquainted^ Sancho, replied 
Don Quixote, with the pretenfions of chivalry I hold 
thy toi^^e and have patience i for the day will foon 
.arrive on which thy own eyes fliall judge what an 
honourable profefGon it is ; prav, tell me now, 
what greater fatisfadion can there be in this world, 
or what pleafure can equal that of a conqueror, who 
triumphs over his adverfary in battle ? None fure !*' 
•* That may bcj anfwered the fquire, though i know 
nothing of the matter. This only I know, th«t£Bce 
we have taken up the trade of knights^erratiti 7du( 



* I9 tire oFigiBal, ffom Ccca to Mecca ; aphraij: Merited iram 
Ihr^ufttnna of the Mt)ors^ho mkd to .g^o in fulgruxuige t» ticlb tfV9' 
^ifi£«. •€€» <was io -ihc city. oC Cordova. 
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worfliip I mean, for as to my own part, I have rm 
manner of title to be reckoned in fuch an honourabk 
lift, we have not gained one battle, except that with 
the Bifcayan ; and even there your worfliip came off 
with half an ear, and the lofs of one fide of your he^ 
met : from that day to this good hour, our lot hath 
been nothing but cudgelling upon cudgelling, pum- 
melling upon pummelling; except the advantage I 
have had over your worfhip, in being tofled in a 
blanket by enchanted Moors, whom I cannot be re- 
venged of, in order to know how pleafant a paftimc 
it is to overcome one's enemy, as your worfliip ob- 
ferves." ** That is the very grievance, Sancho, un- 
der which both you and I labour, faid Don Quixote : 
but, for the future, I will endeavour to procure a 
fword tempered with fuch mafterly flcill that flie who 
wears it fliall be fubjeft to no kind of enchantment : 
and who knows but accident may furnifli me with 
that which Amadis pofleffed, when he ftiled himfelf 
the knight of the flaming fword ; and truly it was 
one of the moft excellent blades that ever a warrior 
unfheathed ;. for, befides that fovereign virtue it 
contained, it cut keen as a razor, and no armour, 
though ever fo ftrong or enchanted, could ftand before 
its edge." ** I am fo deviliftily lucky, faid Sancho, 
that if the cafe was really fo, and your worfliip 
fliould light on that fame fword, it would, like the 
precious balfam be of no fervice or fecurity to any 
but your true knights; and we that are fquires 
might fing for forrow.'* " Thou muft not be afraid 
of that, replied the knight, heaven will furely deal 
more mercifully with thee." 

. In fuch converfation. Don Quixote and his fquire 
jogged along, when tne former difcrying on the 
road in which they travelled, a large and thick cloud 
of dud rolUii|ptiliiJwards them, turned to Sancha, fay- 
ing, " Thi^i^O Sancho ! is the. day that fliall ma- 
nifeft the great things which fortune Jiath in ftorc 

for 
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for me ! This, I fay, is the day, on which the valour 
of this arm (hall be difplayed as much as upon any 
other occaHon : and on which, I am reiblved to per* 
form deeds that fhall remain engraven on the leaves 
of fame to all pofterityf Seeft thou that cloud of 
duft before us ? The whole of it is raifed by a vaft 
army, compofed of various and innumearble nations 
that are marching this way." " By that way of 
reckoning, there muft be two, faid Sancho, for right 
over againft it there is juft fuch another.** Don 
Quixote immediately turned his eyes, and perceiving 
Sancho's information to be true, was rejoiced be- 
yond meafure ; firmly believing that what he faw 
were two armies in full march to attack each other,, 
and engage in the middle of that fpacious. plain ; 
, for every hour and ' minute of the day his imagina- 
tion was engroffed by thofe battles, inchantments,, 
dreadfui accidents, extravagant amours and rhodo- 
mantades,. which are recorded in books of chivalry j 
and indeed every thing he thought,, faid, or did, had a 
tendency that way. 

As for the duft he now faw, ft was raifed by two» 
flocks of fheep which chanced to be driven from 
different parts into the fame road, and were fo m.uch 
involved in this cloud of their own makings that it 
was impoiBble to difcern them until they were very 
near. The knight affirmed they were armies witn 
fuch aflurance that Sancho adlually believed it,, and 
faid to his matter,. " And pray now, good your wor- 
fhip, what muft we do ?'* " What, anfwered Dot* 
Quixote, but affift and fupport that fide which is- 
weak and difcomfited ? Thou muft know, Sancho, 
that yonder hoft which fronts us, is led and com- 
manded by the mighty emperor Alifanfaron, fovereign 
of the great ifl'and of Trapoban ; and that other behind 
US belongs to his mortal enemy the king, of the Ga- 
ramanteans, known by the name of Pentapolin with 
the naked arm^ becaufe he always goes to battle with 
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the flceve of hi$ jri^ht arm tucked up." *^ B«t why aa^e 
thofe chieftains fo mifchievoufly iaclined towatds 
each otljf r P*' fald Sancho* " The caufe of their en- 
mity, replied the knight^ U this : Aljfanf^ron, who is 
a moft outrageous pagaQ, is enamoured of Pentapo- 
lin's daughter, a mod beautiful and courteous lady^ 
•who being a chriftiai), her father will by no means 
betroth her to the infidel prince, unlefs he (ball firil 
renounce the law of his falfe prophet Mahomet, and 
become, a convert to the true faitji.'* " Now, by 
my whiflcers ! cried Sancho, king Pentepolin is an ho- 
neft man, apd I am rcfolved to give him aU the aflift- 
ance in my power." ** In {o doing thou would per- 
form thy duty, Sancho, iaid his matter, for to en- 
gage in fuch battles as thefe, it is i)Qt neceflary to 
be dubbed a knight." " That I can eafily cempre- 
hend, replied tlie other, but where fliall we fecure 
the afs that we may be f ure of finding him after the 
fray is over -, for I believe it is not the fafliion now- 
^-days, to go to battle on fuch a beaft." " True, 
faid the knight, and I think the beft way will be to 
leave him to his chance, whether he be loft or not } 
for we rtiall have fuch choice of fteeds, when once 
we have gained the vij£tory, that Rozinante himfcif 
will run fome rifle of being exchanged for another; 
but obferve and liften attentively ; I will now give 
thee a detail of thp principal knights that ferve i» 
' thefe two armies j and that thou mayeft fee and 
mark them the better, let us retire to yon rifing 
ground from whence we ca^i diftinftly view the line 
of battle in both- They accordingly placed them- 
felyes upon a hillock, whence they could eafily have 
difcerned the two flocks of fheep which Don Quixote 
metaphorphofed into armies, had not the duft they 
iraifed confounded and obfcured the view ; but nevcr- 
thclefs, beholding ip his imaginatipn that whici 
could not otherwife be feen, becaufe it did not ezifti 
^e began to pronounce with an audible voice : 



^'ThsLt knight wliom thou fceft widi yeHow ar* 
monr, bearing in his fliield, a lion crowned and 
'crouching at the feet of a young lady, is the gallant 
Laucalco lord of the filver bridge 5 that other befide 
hiiti, 'W'ho wears armour powdered with flowers of 
gold, and bears for his device three crowns argent in 
a field aznre, is the amorous Micocolembo, grand 
duke of Qijiracia ; and he upon hrs right hand, with 
thofe gigantic limbs, is the never to be daunted Bran-' 
dabarbaran de Boliche, fovereign of the three Ara- 
bias, \vl-.o comes armed with a ferpent*s fkin, and in- 
ftead of a fhield, brandiihes a huge gate, which it is 
faid belonged to the temple that Samfon overthrew, 
when he avenged hinifelf of his enemies at his death 5 
but turn thine eyes, and behold in the front of thfs 
other army,tlie ever-conquering, and never-conquered 
Timonel de Carcajona, prince of New Bifcay, whofe 
arms are quartered azure, vert, argent, and or ; and 
the -device in his fliield, a cat or, in a field gules with 
the letters Miau, which conftitute the beginning of 
his lady^s name ; and fhe, they fay, is the peerlefs- 
Miaulina, daughter of Alfeniquen duke of Algarve : 
the other who loads and opprefles the loins of thai: 
fiery Arabian fteed, with armour white as fnow, and 
a fhieltl without a device, is a noviciate knight of the 
French nation, called Pierre Papin, baron bf TJtrique : 
the third, who ftrikes his iron rowels into the flanks 
of that fpotted, nimble * Zebra, is the potent duk6 
of Nei*bia, efparta-filardo of the woody who bears in 
his fhield for a device, a bunch of asparagus, with 
an infcription fignifying, By deftiny Pm dogged/' 

In this manner did he invent names for a great 
many knights in either army, to all of'\vhom al fo 
he gave arms, colours^ mottos, and devices, without 
the lead -hefitation, being incredibly infpired by the 



♦ Zebra Is a bcaiitlful creature, uative of Arabla> vulgarly ciUled 

thc^rUda's. 
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fumes of a didempered fancy ^ nay, he proceeded 
without any paufe, faying, " That fquadron form- 
ing in our front is compofed of people of divers nsr- 
tions : there be thofe who drink the delicious waters 
of the celebrated Xanthus^ with the mountaineers 
who tread the Mafilican plains ;. and thofe who fift 
the pureil golden ore of Arabia Felix : there alfo 
may be feen the people who fport upon the cool 
and famous banks of the tranflucent Thermodonte ^ 
and thofe who conduft the yellow Paftolus in many 
a winding ftream ; the promife-breaking Numicfians ; 
the Perfians for their archery renowned ^ the Par- 
thians and the Medes who combat as they fly ; the 
Arabians famed for fhifting habitations ; the Scy- 
thians cruel as they are fair ; the thick-lipped race of 
j^thiopia, and an infinite variety of other nations, 
whofe looks I know, and can difcern, though I cannot 
recolledt their names. In that other fquadron march 
thofe men who lave in the chryftal current of the oliv&- 
bearing Betis ^ thofe whofe vifages are cleaned and 
poliQied with the limpid wave of the ever rich and 
golden Tagus ; thofe who delight in the falutiferous 
draughts of Genii the divine ; thofe who fcour the 
Tartefian fields that with fat pafture teem ^ thofe 
who make merrry in the Elyfian meads of Herezan j 
the rich Mangegans crowned with ruddy ears of 
corn ; thofe cloathed in fteel the bold remains of 
ancient Gothic blood ; thofe who bathe in Pifuerga 
famous for its gentle current ; thofe who feed their 
flocks upon the fpacious meads of the meandering 
Guadiana, celebrated for its fee ret courfe j thofe who 
fhiver with the chill blafts of the woody Pyrenees, 
and thofe who feel the fnowy flakes of lofty Appe- 
nine : in fine, whatever nations Europe embofoms 
and contains." 

Heaven preferve us F what provinces did he men- 
tion ! what nations did he name ! beftowing, with 
wonderful facility, thofe attributes that belonged, to 

each 
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each ; being all the while ahforpt, and, as it were^ 
immerfed in the contents of his deceitful books. San- 
cho Panza liftened attentively to his mafter^ without 
uttering one fyllable ^ and from time to time turned 
his eyes from one fide to another, to fee if he could 
difcem thofe knights and giants who were thus de- 
fcribed : but not being able to difcover one of them^ 
" Sir, faid he, your worihip may fav what you picafc, 
but the devil a man, giant or knight, that you have 
m^tiuied is there ; at leaft I can fee none : perhaps 
indeed the whole is enchantment, like the phantoms 
of laft night.*' " How faycft thou ? replied Don 
Quixote, doft thou not hear the neighing of fteeds*, 
the found of clarions, the noife of drums ?" " f 
hear nothing, anfwered S.ancho, but abundance of 
bleating of ewes and lambs." And truly that was the 
cafe ; for by this time the two flocks were pretty 
near them. " Thy fear, faid Don Quixote, hinders 
thee from feeing and hearing aright : for one efFe£t 
of terror is to difturb the fenfes, and make obje£ls 
appear otherwife than they are: if thou art there- 
fore under fuch confternation retire on one fide, and 
leave me alone ; for I myfelf am fufficient to beftow 
viftory on that caufe which I efpoufe." So faying, 
be clapped fpurs to Rozinante, and putting his 
lance in the reft, darted down from the hillock like 
lightening. In vain did Sancho ' bellow forth, 
^* Turn, fignor Don Quixote : good your worfliip 
turn ! fo help me God ! thofe ave ewes and lambs 
you are going to attack ! woe be to the father that 
begat me ! will you not turn ? what madnefs pof- 
fefles you ! confider here are no giants, nor knights, 
nor cats, nor arms, nor fliields quartered or whole : 
nor inverted azures, and the devil knows what: 
Was there ever fuch diftraftion ? finncr that I am !** 

The knight however did not regard this excla- 
mation : on the contrary he rode on, hauling aloud, 
** So ho, knights ; you that attend and ferve under 

the 
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the bsniHiOfs of the Taliant cmpcrcMr Pantapolln *rith 
the naVeii arnii foUow me in a body, and yofu £hall 
behold how eaiily I will avenge him en his advedaiy 
Alifanfaron of Trapoban." Having attered thefe 
words he rq&ed ioto the thickeft of the iquadron 6i 
ilieep, and beg^n to lay about him, with as much 
eagernefs and fury, ?s if he had been a£hiaily en- 
gaged with bi3 mortal enemies. . The herdfmen and 
iliephcrds wl)o were driving the flock, called to him 
to forbear ; but finding their admonition had no ef- 
fe<9:, they ungirded their flings, and began to falute 
his ears with ftones> the leaft of which was as large 
as an <>rdinary fift: but he far from minding their 
fniffiles, rode about the field? crying, ** Where art 
tho«, proud Alifanfaron ? face me if tho%i dareft 5 I 
am but a fingle knight, who want to prove thy prow- 
f fs hand to^hand, and facrifice thy life for tlie in- 
jury thou haft done to Pentapolin Garamanta/' Juft 
•^ he pronounced thefe wards, he received a pebble 
on his fide, that feemed to have buried a ' couple cf 
Ijjs ribs in his belly ; and gave hrm fuch a rude ftwck, 
that he believed himfelf either dead or defperately 
wounded : then remembering his fpecific, he pulled 
out the cruze> and fettirkg it to his mouth, began to 
fwallow the balfam ; but beforc he had drank what 
he thought a fufficient dofe, there came another fuch 
almond, fo plum upon his hand and cruze, that af* 
ter having Ihivered the pot to piec€S> it carried off m 
its way three or four of his grinders, and Clattered 
two of his fingers in a grievous manner i in fliort^ 
fo irrefiftible were both the applications, that the 

?oor knight could not help tumbling from his horfe. 
'be (bepierds immediately came up,, and believing 
bim ^u^lly dead, gathered together their flock with 
all imagioabk difpatch^ and taking their dead, which 
wight he about kyen in number, upon their fhould- 
der% made qS widiout sny further inquirji«. 

All 
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All thi& tivie Sandia ^enninod upon tbe fiill; he^ 
h&li\x\Q with amaz^n^ca^ the madnefe of hi« maft^r, 
tearing hia beayd, and curfmg i:hje hoi^r and minute pn 
which it was his f^t^ to know him : awl now feeii^ 
him fallen, a;id the (hcphcrds gonq, he defcended to his 
aiEftance, whef^ ftndinghim ftill fenfiWe, though m a 
miCerablc fitug^tioa, " I)id not I warn yovw fignor 
Don Qui^fot^^ faid he, tp tnni, and aSurc you that 
thofe you went tp attack were iip annies, hut flocks 
of in^oci^nt fheep ?" ^ How ftra«gse}y can th?t mif- 
crcant enchanter, who is my «emy> tranfipography 
things to thwart mc ? Kn/jw, Saotho, that it is a 
very eafy, mattser for necromancer^ to make us af- 
fume what ihapes thfsy pleai^ ; an4 the malicious 
wretch who pcrfcci4te& me, envying d)e glory I ihouM 
have gained in this battle, h^ye dp\ibtlefi^ metamor-^ 
phofed the fquadrons of tb^ £o^ into flocks of iheep : 
put thou (h^dt do one things J[ latr-eat thee, Sancho,, 
in order tq b^ undeceived ^nd convinced of the 
truth •, mount thy afs, and follow them fair and fof tly » 
and when they are ^t a. convenient diftance from 
hence, thou wi(t fee them return to their former 
ihapest and ceafing to be ihegp^ become iti^n again,, 
riglit and toght a^ I at firfl dejf^ribcKi them ; but do 
not go at prefcnt, for I have p<H:aflon for thy fer- 
vice ;ind auiftance : come hither, aiid fee how many 
tci^th I have loft ^ methinks ther<e is not one left in 
my whole jaw,^ 

Sancho a(;cording}y approach^ fo near at to thr uit 
his eyes intp his mailer's i^c^^^hj jnft »t the time 
when the balfam bega^i to operates ii\ his ftomach, 
which v^ith the force of a culveiE^Jn^ difcharged ifcs 
contents full in the beard of the cempaffionatc fi|uire» 
" Holy virgin ! cried §ancho, what is this that hath 
befallen me ? without dow^t this pppr finner is moP' 
tally voun4ed, fipce he vomits bWd*" But coxv 
iidering the caf^ more matur-ely, he fcHind by the 
^olpur^ taftci and Aiiqll> ^at it vra^ n^ot blood, but 

the 
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the balfam he had feen him drink : and fuck'was the 
loathing he conceived at this recognition^ that his 
ftomach turned| and he emptied his bowels upon his 
mailer \ fo that both of them remained in a hand- 
fome pickle. Sancho ran to his afs, for a towel to- 
clean them, and fome application for his mafter^s 
hurt; but when he miffed his bags, he liad well 
nigh loft his fenfes j he curfed his fate again, and 
determined with himfelf to leave the knight, and re- 
turn to his habitation, even though he (hould lofe hrs 
wages for the time he had already ferved, as well as 
his hopes of governing the ifland of Promife. 

At this junfture Don Quixote arofe, and clapping 
his left hand to his cheek, in order to prevent hrs 
teeth from falling out, with the right laid hold of the 
bridle of Rozinante, who like a faithful and affec- 
tionate fervant, had never ftirred from his matter'^ 
fide ; and went up to the place where his fquire ftood, 
leaning upon his afs, with one hand applied to his 
jaw, in the pofture of a perfon who is exceedingly 
penfive : the knight perceiving him in this fituation, 
with manifeft figns of melancholy in his countenance,. 
•* Know, Sancho, faid he, that one man is no more 
than another, unlefs he can do more than another.^ 
All thofe hurricanes that have happened to us prog- 
nofticate that we foon fhall have fair weather, and 
that every thing will fucceed to our wifh : for it is 
impoflible that either good or bad fortune fhould be 
eternal ; and therefore it follows that our adverfity 
having lafted fo long, our profperity muft be now 
. at hand. JBe nbt grieved then at the misfortunes 
that happen to me, fince no part of them falls to 
thy ihare." ** Not to my fhare ! anfwered Sancho, 
mayhap then he whom they toffed in the blanket 
yefterday wa$ not the fon of raj father: and the 
bags that are loft to day, with all the goods in them,, 
belonged fo fome other perfon.** *^ What f haft thou 
loft the bags, Sancho 1" cried Don Quixote. " Ycy, 
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fure," faid the other. '* At that rate, then, we have 
no victuals to eat?" refumed the knight: " That 
would certainly be the cafe, anfwered the fquire, if 
the meadows did not fumifh thofe herbs you fay 
you know with which unfortunate knights like your 
worihip are wont to make up fuch lofles.** ** Yes, 
but for all that, replied Don Quixote, I could at pre- 
fent relifh a luncheon of brown bread, or a loaf, with 
a couple of red herrings, better than all the herbs 
defcribed by Diofcorides, even with the annotations of 
doftor Laguna ; but, neverthelefs, mount thy beaft, 
honeft Sancho, and follow me : God, who provides 
all things, will not be wanting to us : more efpeoially 
as we arc employed in his immediate fervice: he 
faileth not to provide for the gnats of the air, the in- 
fers of the earth, the foawn of the fea ; and is fo be- 
neficent, as to caufe the fun to fhine upon the good 
and bad, and fendeth rain to the wicked as well as 
the righteous.'* ** Your worfhip, faid Sancho, is 
more fit to be a preacher than a knight-errant.**^ 
" Ejiights-errant, replied his mafter, ever had, and 
ought to have, fome knowledge of every thing : nay, 
fome there have been in times paft, who would flop 
to make a fermon or difcourfe upon the highway, 
with as much eloquence as if they had taken their 
degrees at the univerfity of Paris : from whence, it 
may be inferred, that the lance was never blunted by 
the pen, nor the quill impeded by the lance." ** What 
your worfliip obferves, may be very true, faid Sancho j 
but, in the mean time, let us leave this place, and 
endeavour to get a night's lodging in fome houfe or 
other, where God grant there may be neither blankets 
nor blanketeers, nor phantoms, nor enchanted 
Moors ; elfe, may the devil confound both hook 
and crook !" 

"Implore the proteftion of God, my fon, anfwer- 
ed the knight, and lead me where thou wilt : for this 
once, I leave our lodging to thy care; but reach 

hither 
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hither thy hand, and fcLcl with thy fingjer how-maitf 

teeth I have loft on this right fide of my upper jaw, 

vrhich is the place that gives me the greateft pain." 

'Sancho introduced his fingers, and having cacefuUy 

examined his gums, ** How many teeth, faid he, was 

your worfhip want to have in this place ?" " Four, 

be fides the dog tooth, anfwcred Don Quixote, all of 

them found and whole." ^^ Confider what your 

worihip fays ?" replied Sancho. *^ I fay four, ii not 

five, refumcd the knight j for, in all my life^ I never 

loft tooth or fang, either by wornj» rheum, orfcuirvy/' 

•** At prefcnt, faid the fquire^ in that part «f the 

lower jaw, yoiir worihip has But two grinders and a 

half -, and above^ neither half nqr whole ; all is finooth 

as the palm of my hand." " Cruel fortune ! cried 

Don Quixote, hearing this melancholy piece of 

^ews, would they had rather demoliftied a limb, io 

it had not beon the fword arm : for I would havei 

thee to know, Saacho>that a n[K>uth without grinders, 

is like a mill without a mill-ftone : afud a * tooth i> 

worth a trcafure, but fuch mifchances^ways attenf 

us w4io profefs the ftrift order of chivalry; get u{^ 

friend, and Isead the way, jmd I will ioUow at titf 

own pace*'* Sancho complied with lus Jefire> and 

took the way dxat fee«ied moft likejy to l^ ip fw»^ 

accommodation, without quittii^g the h^h ^^^ 

which was thereabouts very muchirequented* Whil^ 

ihey jogged on .foftly, hecaufe the pain ia Dob 

t!Jujixote's jaws wpuld not fwffer liim to be quiet, o» 

exert himfelf in pufhing fprwaxd, S^ndio being <fc- 

firous of enteutaining and diverting him wixh his dif- 

courfe, faid, among other ihinga, wh?t will he r^ 

JiCfirfed in tlie following chapter? 



♦ Ih&ve endeavoured topieferve an alHteration in tooth and trca- 
iure» after the ozample. of Cervantes, who ieoim t« 1kii^« istcodc^ 
it, in t6e wordii H/Wc \»d DiamatUe^ 
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CHAP. V. 

An account ef the fage difcouife that pafled between 
iSancho and lus mafter : the focceeding adYenture 
of the corple, ni^ith other rema#kable events. 

"IN my opinion, my good mafter, sdl the mifven« 
^ tttves, whid) have ihia -day happened to us, are 
defigned as a punifliment for the fins committed by 
your worfhip, in negle£):'iQg to fulfil the c^tfh you 
took, not to cat off a table-cloth, nor folace yourfelf 
with the queen ; together with all the reft tnat fol- 
lows, which your worChip fwore to obfcnre, until 
fuch time as you could carry off that helmet of Ma- 
landrino, or now d'ye call the Moor ? lor I don*^t re- 
member his . right name." " Thou art very much 
in the right, faid Don Quixote : to deal kigenuoufly 
with thee, Sancho, that affair had a£lually flipt out 
of my remembrance \ and thou mayeft depend upoa 
it, ^at afiair of the blanketing happened to uiee 
for the fault thou waft guiky of, in omitting to put 
me ia miiid of it in tin:i^: but I will make an a- 
ionemeivt i for there are methods for covmpoundin^ 
every tiun^, ii^ the order of chivalry,** <* Did I fwear 
any thing r** replied .Sancho. •* Tour not havtng 
fworn is of ik> imponance, faid Don Quixote ; it is 
enough 4hat I know you to be concerned as an ac^ 
cefTary ; and whether that be the cafe or not, it will 
not be amifs to prQvide a remedy.'' ** Well then, l^e^ 
piled the iquire, i hope your worftiip wiU not forget 
this, as you did tfie oath: perhaps the phantoms, 
may take it in their heads again, to divert tfiemfelve« 
witn fiM;, and even with your worfhip, if they find 
you cfbftinate,** 

In thifi and ether fudi difecmrfe, night overtook 
<hem in the midft of their journey, before they couM 
light on or difcever any houfe where they could pro^. 

cure 
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cure lodging : and what was worfe> they were almoft 
faitiiihed : for in their bags they had loft their whole 
buttery and provifion: nay, to crown their misfor- 
tune^ an adventure happened to them, that without 
any exaggeration, might have a£lual]y pailcd for 
fomething preternatural. Though the knight (hut 
in very dark, they continued travelling, Sancho be- 
lieving, that, as they were in the king's highwaji 
they ihould probably find an inn at the diftance of a 
league or two^ 

Jogging on therefore, under cloud of night, the 
fquire exceeding hungry, and the mafter very well 
difpofed to eat^ they defcried upon the road before 
them a vaft number of lights, that feemed like mo- 
ving ftars, approaching them. Sancho was con- 
founded at the fight, the meaning of which even 
Don Quixote could not comprehend : the one check- 
ed his afs, the other pulled in his horfe's bridle, and 
both halted, in order to gaze attentively at the ap- 
parition of the lights, wmch feemed to increafe the 
nearer they came. This being perceived by the 
fquire, he began to quake like quickfilver i-and the 
hair briftled upon Don Quixote^s head : neverthelefs, 
recollediins himfelf a little, '^ Without doubt> San*- 
cho, faid he, this muft be a vaft and perilous advea- 
•ture, in which I (hall be obliged to exert my whole 
ftrength and prowefs.** ** Woe is me I cried Sancho, 
if perchance this (hould be an adventure of phantoms, 
as I am afraid it is, where {hall I find ribs for the 
occafion ?** " Phantoms or not phantoms^ faid the 
knight, I will not fufier them to touch a thread of 
thy cloaths : if they made merry at thy expence be- 
fore, it was owing to my incapacity to climb over 
the yard wall : but at prefent we are in an open field, 
where I can manage my fword as I i^eafe.*' *' But 
if they fhould benumb and bewitch you, as they 
did in the morning, faid the fquire, what benefit 
Ihall I receive from being in the open field ?" ** Be 

that 
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that as it will, replied Don Quixote, I befeech thee« 
Sancho, be of good courage ; and thou (halt foon 
know by experience, how much I am mafter of that 
virtue." Sancho accordingly promifed to do his 
beft, with God*s affiftance : then they both ftept to 
one Gde of the road, and began to gaze again with 
great attention : while they were thus endeavouring 
to difcem the meaning of the lights, they perceived 
a great number of perfons in white : which dreadful 
vifion entirely extinguiflied the courage of Sancho 
Panza, whofe teeth began to chatter, as if he had 
been in the cold fit of aA ague ; and this agitation 
and chattering increafed, wlien they faw them 
more diftindlly: for, firft and foiemoft appeared 
about twenty perfons on horfeback, aM of them 
cloathed in white, with each a lighted flambeau in 
liis hand, muttering in a low and plaintive tone« 
Behind them came a litter covered with black, fol- 
lowed by fix mounted cavaliers in deep mourning, 
that trailed at the very heels of their mules, which 
were eafily diftinguifhed from horfes, by the flow- 
Qefs of their pace. 

This ftrange vifion, at fuch an hour, and in fuch a 
iefert place, was, furely, fufEcient to fmite the heart 
>f Sancho with fear, and even make an impreifion 
ipon his mafter ; and this would have been the cafe, 
lad he been any other than Don Quixote : as for 
he fquire, his whole ftock of refolution went to 
rreck. It was not fo with his mafter, whofe ima* 
;ination clearly reprefented to him, that this was 
:xa(fily an adventure of the fame kind with i^Jiofe he 
lad read in books of chivalry : that the clofe litter 
tras a bier, in which was carried fome dead or 
irounded knight, the revenge of whofe wrongs was 
eferved for him alone : wherefore, without can- 
afling the matter any further, he fet his lance in 
be reft, fixed himfelf in his feat, and with the 
aoft genteel and gallant deportment, placing him- 
felf 
6 
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felf in the mid&Ie oi^ tll6 road,, thnnigh which tKcy' 
weve indifpenfibly obliged to pau >. be raifed his voiccy 
afld called to them as they appioached : 

** Halt, Icnights, wfaofoever ye ate, aitd give an ac- 
count of yourielves : TM^ence come ye ? v^hitber go 
ye? and what are you carrying off in that bier? 
for, in ail appeairaiice, yon have either done or re- 
caved an injury; and«it 16 necefEury and oonvement 
that I ihould know it, in order to chaftife you for 
what you are now doing, or revenge the wrong yoa 
haire<already done." "We aire at prefent, in a huiTTi 
replied one of the phantoms in white ; the inn we 
intend to lodge at is far ofF, and we cannot' ftay X0 
give fucK a tedious account as yoa defire." Sq 
faying, he fptirred on his mule ; while Don Quixote, 
mightily incenfed at this reply, laid hold of his bri- 
dle, faying, " Stand, and anfwer the queftions I 
have aiked, with more civility ; otberwife I will give 
biittle to you all.'* 

The mule being fkittifli, was frighted in fudi a 
manner, at being feized by the bridle, that rearing 
on her hind feet, flie fell backward upon her rider ; 
arid a fervant on foot, feeing his mailer fall, began 
to revile Don Qmxote, whofe choler being already 
provoked, he couched his lance, and widiout heftta- 
tion attacked one of the moomersj v^o foan fdl 
to the 'ground, moft miferably mauled : then wheel- 
ing about upon the reft, it was furprifing to fee with 
what difpatch he afiaulted and put them to the rout! 
while Rozinante a£bed witli fuch agility ami fury, that 
one wou!-^! hate fworn, at that inftant, a pair of 
wings had fprung from his^ baclu All the fquadron 
arrayed in vidiite, was compofird of timcorout and un- 
armied people, who weifrfain to get out of the ftay as 
foon as poiffibk, ainsd began to iiy acrofs the plain, 
with th/eir lighted torches, like fo many^ma&crs in 
carmval time. The mourners be»3^ ic«tolved and 
intangled laliieirioog robe% ci}uid>iiotflir oiii<of the 

7 wayi 
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umy ; ib that Don Quixote, without running any 
ri(k, drubbed them all round, and obliged them at 
length to quit the field, much againft dieir inclina- 
tion ; for they achially believed he was no man, but 
a devil incarnate, who lay in wait to carry off the 
dead body that was in the litter. 

All diis wliile Sancho flrood beholding with admi- 
ration the courage and intrepidity of the kniglit ; 
faying "Within himfelf, " This mailer of mine is cer- 
tainly as ftrong and valiant as he pretends to be." 

mcsnx while, Don Quixote, by the light of '^ torch 
that lay burning on the ground, perceiving the firft 
whom the mule overthrew, rode up to him, and 
clapping the point of his lance to the poor man's 
diroat, commanded him to yield; otherwife he would 
put him to death. To this declaration, the other 
anfwcred, " Methinks I am already fufficienily quiet ; 
for one of ray legs is broke, fo that I cannot flir ; 
I bcfecch your worfliip, therefore, if you be a chrif- 
tian, not to kill me, as in fo doing you will com- 
mit the horrid fm of facrilege ; for I am a licentiate, 
and have taken holy orders. * " If you are an ec^ 
clefiaftic, what the devil brought you here ?" " cried 
Don Quixote* ** The devil indeed I think it was," 
anfwerdd the overtilirown prieft : ** You will have to 
do with worfe than the devil, faid the knight, if you 
rcfufe the fatisfaftion I at firft demanded." •* Tnat 
is eafily granted replied the other ; and in the firft. 
place your worfhip muft know, that though I juft now 
called myfelf a licentiate, I am no more than a ba- 
chelor : my name is Alonzo Lopez : I was born at 
Aicovendas ; and now come fr6m the city of Bac9a, 
in company with eleven other pjiefts, who are thofe 
who fled with the torches : we are conveying to Se- 
govia that litter which contains the corjffe of a gen- 
tleman who died in Ba^^a, where it was depofited till 
naw (a* I was faying), that we are carrying his bones 
to be interred at Segovia, which was tte place of his 

na- 
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nativity.'* " And who killed him !^ faid Don Quixote, 
•* God himfelf, replied the batchelor, by means of a 
peftilential calenture that feized him !'* ^* At that 
rate, refumed the knight, the Lord hath faved me 
the trouble of avenging his death, as I would nave 
done, had he been flain by any mortal arm; but, 
confidering how he died, there is nothing to be done, 
except to flirug up our flioulders, in filence ; for 
this is all that could happen, even if I nlyfelf Ihould 
fall by the fame hand ; and I defire your reverence 
would Vike notice, that I am a knight of La Mancha, 
called Don Quixote, whofe office and exercife it is 
to travel through the world, redreffing grievances and 
righting wrongs *•" ** I do not know how you can 
call this behaviour righting wrongs, faid the batchelor: 
I am fure you have changed my right into wrong, by 
breaking my leg, which will never be fet to rights 
again fo long as I live ; and the grievances you have 
redrefled for me, have been to aggrieve rfie in fuch a 
manner, as that I fhall never ceafe to grieve at my 
mifventure, in meeting with you, while you was in 
fearch of adventures." ^* All things do not equally 
fucceed, obferved the knight ; it was the misfortune 
of you and your companions, Mr. Bachelor Alonzo 
Lopez, to travel in the night, with thefe furplices 
and lighted flambeaus, fmging all the way, before 
people clad in deep mourning, fo that you feemed a 
company of ghofts broke from* the other world j 
therefore I could not help performing my duty in 
aittacking you: and I v/ould have behaved in the 
fame manner, had I aftually known you to be really 
and truly the inhabitants of hell; for fuch indeed I 
thought you were." " Since my hard fate would 
have it fo, faid the batchelor, I intreat your wor- 



• Knights engaged themfelves, by oath, to proted the widow an J 
the orphan, to redrefs all injuries, and, in a fpecial manner, to defend 
the chara<aer» of ladies by force of arms. ^ 

flilp 
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/hip. Sir knight-errant, who have been the caufc of an 
unlucky errand to me, to help me from getting under 
the mule, which keeps one of my legs fall jammed 
between the ftirrup and the faddle." " I might have 
talked on till morning, faid the knight; why. did not 
you inform me of your diftrefs fooner ?" 

He then called aloud to Sancho, who was in no 
huny to hear him, but bufy in rummaging a fump- 
tcr-raule which thofe honeft priefts brought along 
with them, well furnifhed with provifions. Having 
made a bae of his great coat, into which he crammed 
as much of their victuals as it would hold, he loaded 
his aCs with the bundle, and then running- up to 
his matter, helped to free Mr. Batchelor from the 
oppreffipn of his mule, on which having mounted 
him, with' a torch in his hand, Don Quixote advifed 
him to follow the route of his companions ; and de- 
firtd him to beg their pardon in his name, for the 
injury he had done them, as it was not in his power 
to avoid it. Sancho likewlfe interpofing, faid, " If 
in cafe the gentlemen fliovxld want to know who the 
valiant hefo is who put them, to flight, your worfhip 
may tell them, . that he is the famous Don Quixote 
^le la Mancha, otherwife furnamed the Knight of the 
Rusful Countenance, 

Thus difmiiTi^d, the batchelor purfued his way ; and 
the knight alked what had induced Sancho now, ra- 
tiier than at any other time 'to ftile him the Knight 
of the Rueful Countenance. " Truly, anfwered San- 
cho, I have been looking at you fome time by the 
hght of that torch the unfortunate traveller held in 
his hand 5 and in good faith, . your worftiip cuts tlie 
raoft difmal figure I have almoft ever fcen j and it 
muft certainly be occafioned either by the fatigue 
you have undergone in thi5 battle, or by the want 
of your teeth." ** That is not the cafe, replied his 
mailer; but the fage who is deftiiied to write the 
hiftory of my exploits, hath thought proper that I 
• Vol. I. - 1 r.;oiiKl 
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Should affume fomc appellation; by the example of 
former knights, one of whom took the title of the 
-Flaming Sword ; another of the Unicom ;. a third of 
the Ladies; a fourth of the Phoenix; a fifth of 
•the Griffin; a fixth called himfelf the Knight of 
Death : and by thefe epithets and fymbols th^y were 
•known all over the face of the earth ; and therefore 
I fay, that the forementioned fage hath now put it 
into thy thoughts, and direded thy tongue to call me 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance ; an appel- 
lation that henceforward I adopt : and that it may 
fuit me the better, I am refdved to have a tnoft 
woeful figure painted upon my fhield with the firft 
opportunity." "There is no occafion faid Sancho, 
to throw away time and money on fuch a device ; your 
"^worttnp has nothing more to do but uncoreryour 
•face: and rU warrant thofe who behold it will call 
it a rueful one, without your having recourfe to pic- 
tures and fliields to explain your meaning; and you 
may believe I tell you nothing but the truth, when I 
maintain, though it be but in jeft, that hunger and the 
'Want of teeth makes your worfliip look fo ill-favour- 
ediy, that wc may very well fave the expence of a 
rueful pidure." 

Don Quixote could not help laughing at the plea- 
santry of Sancho, though he a^ually determined to af- 
fume that name, and-tove his ftiield and target painted 
^according to Ws fancy. " I know, Sancho, faid he, 
that I have incurred the fentence of excommunication, 
for having laid violent hands on confecrated things, 
- according to the canon; *^i quis fuadente diabolo, 
&c.' yet you know I touched them not with my 
hands, but with my hnce ; and even then never 
dreamed of injuring priefts, or of giving the fmalleit 
offence to the church, which I refpe£[ and adoi^ 
like a faithful catholic and Chriftian as I am ; bat, on 
the contrary, took them for phantoms and' beings 
of another world ; but the cafe being as it is, I re- 
member 
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member what happened to the Cid Ruy Diaz, who 
broke to pieces the chair of a certain king's ambaf- 
fador, in piefence of his hoUnefs the pope } for which 
outrage he was excommunicated ^ and that verjr day 
the worthy Rodrigo de Vlvar behaved like a valiant 
and honourable kmght/' 

The batchelor being gone, as we have obferved» 
without anfwering one word) Don Quixote exprefled 
a defire of examining the litter, to fee if it really con-« 
tained a corpfe ; but Ssmcho would by now means 
confent to this inquiry; faying, " xour W(9r(hin 
has already fintihed this perilous adventure, with leis 
damage to yourfelf than I have feen you receive in. 
any other; but the people whom you have con« 
quered and overthrown may chance to recollect that 
they were van<}ui(hed by a fingle man, and be fo 
much afliamed and confounded at their own coward- 
ice as to rally, and if they find us, give us our belly* 
full. Dapple is at prefent very comfortably furniih* 
ed ; there is an uninhabited mountain hard by, hun« 
get is craving, we have nothing to do but retreat 
thither at a gentle trot : and, as the faying is, ^ th^ 
dead to the bier, and the living to good cheer/ With 
thefe words he took the lead with his afs, and the 
knight thinking there was a good deal of reafon in* 
what he fa'.d, followed him very peaceably, with- 
out making any reply. 

When they had travelled a little way between two 
hills, they found thcmfclves in a fpacious and retired 
valley, where they alighted^ Sancho unloaded the afs, 
they fat down on the green turf, and, with hunger 
for their fauce, difpatched their breakfaft, dinner, 
afternoon's luncheon, and fupper at one meal ; fola- 
xring their ftomachs out of more than one ba(ket> 
w^hich -the ecciefiaftical attendants of the defund^ 
who feMom neglect thefe -things, had brought along 
wkh them on their fumpter^mule : but another mif- 
(brtune befel thenii which, in Sancho^s opinion, was 

I 2 t^ 
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the worft that could happen ; they had not one drop 
of wine to drinl;, nor' indeed of water to cool their 
throats, fo that they were parched with thirft : then 
the fquire, perceiving the meadow where they fat was 
overgrown with green and tender grafs, made the 
propofai which may be feen in the following chapter. 

CHAP. VI. 

Of the unfeen and unheard of adventure atcheived bjr 
'*^; , the valiant Don Quixote de la Mancha^ with lefs 
V <'/.,i4 hazard than ever attended any exploit performed 
^^ • ;V by the moft renowned knighi on earth. 

** 'T'HIS grafs, my good mafter, proves beyond 
' ^ all contradiction, that there muft be fom^ 
•fpring or rivulet hereabouts by which it is watered; 
and therefore, we had better proceed a little farther, 
until we find wherewith to allay this terrible thirft, 
which is more painful and fatiguing than -hunger 
alone." This advice appearing rational to Don 
Quixote, he took hold of :Rozinante's bridle, and 
Sancho leading Dapple by the halter, after he had 
loaded him again with the- fragments of their fupper, 
^they began to move farther into the meadow, at a 
venture : for the night w^as.fo dark, they could not 
diflinguifli cne objeft from another: but they had 
not gone two hundred paces, when their ears were 
faluttd with a prodigious noife of water, that feemed 
•to rufti down from fome huge and lofty rocks : they 
were infinitely rejoiced at the found, when halting to 
liiie 1, that they might know whence it came, they 
were all of a fudden furprifed with another kind of 
noife, that foon damped the pleafure occafioned by 
the water, efpecially in Sancho, who was naturally 
fearful and fiuiu- hearted : I fay they heard the found 
of regular flrokes, accompanied with ftrange clank- 
ing of iron chain?, which, added to the dreadful 

din 
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din of the catarafl, would have fmote the heart of 
any other but Don Quixote with fear and confter- 
nation. 

The night, as we have already obferved, was dark, 
our travellers happened at this time to be in a grove 
of tall trees, whofe leaves,, moving gently by the wind, 
yielded a fort of dreary whifper : fo that the folitude 
of the place, the darknefs of the night, the noife of 
the water, and ruftling of the leaves, concurred to in- 
fpire them with horror and difmay : the more fo, as 
the ftrokes were continued, the wind fighed on, and 
the morning was far off; and all thefe circumftances 
were aggravated by the ignorance of the place in which 
they were. But Don Quixote, encouraged by his 
own intrepid heart, mounted Rozinante, braced his 
fhield, and brandiihing his lance,." Friend Sancho, 
cried he, know that I was born by heaven's appoint- 
ment in thefe iron times to revive the age of gold, 
or, as it \^ ufually called the golden age. I am he 
for whom ftrange perils, valiant deeds, and vafl ad^ 
veiitures are referved ! I am he, I fay, ordained to 
re-eftablifh the knights of the Round Table, the twelve 
peers of France, with the nine worthies \ he whofe 
feats (hall bury in oblivion the Platirs^ Tablantes, 
Olivantes, and Tirantes, the Febufes and Belianifes, 
together with the whole tribe of knights-errant who 
lived in former times ; performing fuch mighty and 
amazing deeds of arms, as will eclipfe their mod re- 
nowned a£t8 ! Confider well, thou true and loyal 
fquire, the darknefs and tl;ie folemn ftillnefs of this 
night, the indiftinft and hollow whifpering of thefe 
trees, the dreadful din of that water we came to feek, 
which feems to rufli and rumble down from the lofty 
• mountains of the moon ; together with thefe incel- 
fant ftrokes that ftrike and wound our ears : all thofe 
circumftances united, or each fingly by itfclf, is fuf- 
fictent to infufe feaj, terror, and difmay into the 
breaft of Mars himfelf \ but much more in him who is 

I 3 alto- 
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altogether unaccuftomed to fuch adventures and 
events. Yet all 1 have defcribed are only incentives 
that awaken my courage, and already caafe my heart 
to rebound within my breaft, with defire to atchieve 
this adventure, howfoever diiHcult it may appear to 
be ! Therefore ftraiten Rozinante's givtb, recom- 
mend thyfelf to God, and wait for me in this place, 
three days at fartheft, within which time, if I come 
not back, thou mayft return to our village, and as 
the laft favour and fervice done to me, go from thence 
to Tobofo, and inform niy incompariable miftrefs 
Dulcinea, that: her captive knight died in attempting 
things that might render him worthy to be called 
her lover." 

When Sancho heard thefe laft words of his matter, 
he began tO/blubber with incredible tendernefs. " I 
cannot conceive, faid he, why your worfliip ihould at- 
tempt fuch a terrible adventure : it is now d^k and 
nobody fees us 5 thwefore ^i^e may turn dut of this 
road and avoid the danger, th6u|il W6 tlMM^H^t t^4 
liquor fhrfe three d*ys ; and if liobody' fees u^ y»t 
fttii no riflf- of bdifig ae^ufed of cowaratfc- ^ b%£d€sj 
I have heaerd thd cntite 6f oi^f tbWil!^ \^om f6tit 
trorfhip knows very' v^eH, remark iil his prdachiag, 
*^he that feeketh danger,- periflleth tfieiWil :* therefore 
it itiiM be a fin to teiDpt Gbd by eil^agkl^ ifi^ this 
fafli Exploit, from \^hence theife is no efcsping M#ith- 
out a miracle : and heaven hath wrought enow of 
them already, in preferving you from' beiiig bfanketed 
as I was, and bringing you off conqueror^ atid found 
wind and limb, from the midft of fo many adverfa- 
fies as accompanied the dead man : Ind if all this 
will not move you, nor foften your rugged heart, 
fure you will relent, when you confider and are af- 
fured that your worfliip will be fcarce gone from 
hence, when I fhall, through pure feai>, yield liiy life to 
any thing that may choofe to take it. I left my ha- 
bitation, wife and children, to come and ferve your 

woribip, 
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w<jrfliip, believing it would be the better, not the 
worfe for mc fo to do : but as ^reedinefs burfts tlie 
bagf fo is the bag of my hopes burden ; for whca 
they are at the higheft pitch, in expe&ation of that 
curft unlucky ifland your worflup has promifed mc 
fo often, I find, in lieu of that, you want to make me 
amends by leaving me in this defert, removed from all 
human footfteps : for the love of God, dear mailer, do 
me not fuch wrong ; or if your worfliip is refolved ta 
attempt this atchievement at any rate, at lead delay it 
till morning, which, according to the figns I learned, 
when I -wzs a Ihepherd, will appear in Icfs than three 
hours ; for the muzzle of the bear * is at top of his. 
head, and ihews midnight in the line of the left paw." 
•* How canft thou perceive, faid Don Quixote, that 
line or head, or muzzle, thou talked of; when the night 
is fo dark that there is not a dar to be feen ?" " It is fo, 
anfwered Sancho, but fear hatli many eyes ; and I can 
at prefent behold things that are hid within the bowels. 
q£ the eartii, much more thofe that appear in the firma- 
ment above: a man of found judgment, like me, can^ 
eafily forctel that it will foon be day." " Let it come, 
when itwUli anfwered Don Quixote^ itihall not be faid, 
of me, either now or at any other time, thai: I was di* 
verted by tears and intreacies from doing what I owedi 
to the cudoms of chivalry : I therefore befeech thee^.. 
Sancho, to hold thy peace ; for God, who hath put^ 
it in my heart to attempt this dreadful and unfeen adk 
veiiture, will doubtlefs tsdcc care of my fafety, aadt 
comfort thee in thy afflidiion : thy bufinefs at prefent i$ 
to gird fad Rozinante, and remain in this p^ce j U>t 
dead or alive I will fooa return.^' 

Sancbo finding this Yf?LS the finati i:efoIution. of hif> 
mader, and how little all his tears, advice,, and i^hr 
treaties availed, determined to^ make ufe q£ Htztugfi^, 
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*■ la Caftilian, Bocina fignifies^ a cornet Or huniing^hoai, to n^mdv, 
the Spaniards fupgolV the conaellation of Urfa Miaoii bcvt^ioin^ Xfi' 
iimJ^laoce. ^ 

1 4 to 
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to detain the knight, if poffible, till morning: with 
tins purpbfe, under pretence of adjufting the girth of 
Rczinante, he fair and foftly, without being perceived, 
tied two of the horfe*s feet together vhh the halter 
of his afs, in fuch a manner that, when Don Quixote 
attempted to depart, he found it impoflible, becaufe 
his Heed could move no otherwife . than by leaps. 
'I he fcjuire perceiving the fuccefs of his invention, 
" Sir, fa id he, you may fee that Heaven, melted by my 
teurs and prayers, hath ordained that Rozinante fliall 
not ftir ; and if you obftinately perfift in fpurring and ' 
driving him on, you will only give offence to Provi- 
dence, and as the faying is, kick againft the pricks/* 
The knight actually defpaired of making him go 
forward, becaufe the more he goaded his horfe, the 
lefs was he inclined to ftir : and therefore without 
jyueffing a tittle of the ligature, thought proper to 
fubmit and wait with patience, either till morning* 
or fuch time as Rozinante (hould recover the ufe of 
his limbs ; believing for certain that his difappoint- 
ment was owing to another caufe than the craft of 
his fquire, to whomhe faid : " Since Rozmante is inca<« 
pable of moving, I am content to wait {0% the dawn^ 
though I cannot help lamenting its delay." ** You 
fliall have no caufe of lamentation, anfwered Sancho, 
I will entertain your woflhip with telling ftories till 
day, unlefs you chufe to alight^ and take a nap on 
the foft grafs, according to the cuftom of knights-er- 
rant, that you may find yourfelf refreflied when day 
breaks, and ready to undertake the unconfcionable 
adventure that awaits you.*' " Talk not to me of 
alighting or fleeping, faid Don Quixote, doft thott 
imagine me to be one of thofe knights who feek their 
i^ofe in time of dapger ? Sleep thou who waft 
bom to deep, or follow thine own inclinations ; for my 
own part I will behave as becomes a perfon of my 

S)retenfions." ** Let not your worfliip be offended 5 
or that was not my intention when I fpoke/* an- 

fwered 
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fwered Sancho, who coining clofe to him, laid bold of 
the faddle before and behind, and ftood embracing 
his mafter's left thigh, without daring to ftir a finger's 
breadth from <,he fpot ; fuch was his conflernation in- 
fpired by the ftrokes, which all this time founded al« 
temately in his ears. 

Then Don Quixote claiming his promife of enter- 
taining hinx -with fomc ftory j " I wotild with all my 
heart, faid Sancho, if the dread of what I hear would 
allow me ; but ncverthclefs I will try to force out 
one ftory, which if I hit it aright, without letting it flip 
through my hands, is the beft tale that ever was told ; 
therefore I would have your worfhip be attentive, for 
thus I begin : 

** There was, fo there was j the good that fliall 
fall betide us all; and he that feeks evil, may he 
meet with the devil. Your worfhip may take notice, 
that the begiflning of ancient tales, is not juft what 
came into the head of the teller: no, they always 
began with fome faying of Cato the Cenfor of Rome, 
Yike this, of * He that feeks evil, may he meet with 
the devil.* And truly it comes as pat to the pur- 
pofe as the ring to my finger, in order to perfuade 
your worlhip to remain where you are, without going 
in fearch of evil in any manner of way ; or elfe to tarn 
into another road, fince we are not bound to follow 
this in which we hav^ been furprifed with fear and 
tenor." " Follow thy ftory, Sancho, faid Don 
Quixote, and as to the road we have to follow, leave 
the care of that to me." " To proceed then, faid 
Sancho : In a certain village of Eftremadura, there 
lived a certain goat-fhepherd, I mean one that kept 
goats; and this (hepherd or goatherd, as the ftory 
goes, was called Lbpe Ruyz j and it came to pafs, 
^Kat this Lope Ruyz fell in love with a fhepherdefs 
whofe name was Torralv^ ; which fhepherdefs, whofe 
name was Torralva, was the daughter of a rich herdf- 
man ; and this rich herdfman" — — 

I 5 « If 



^* If thoa telleft thy tale in this maiiner> cried ibotf 
Quixote, repeating every circumftance twice overs it 
^mSi nbt be nniflied thefe two days i proceed tJierefore 
£orre£ledly, and rehearfe it like a man of under^ 
fts^din^; otherwife thou hadft better hold thy 
tpiigue?' "In my country^ anfwered Saneho, all 
atit old ftories are told in this manner \ neither can I 
tell it in any other ; nor is it civil in your woifhip to 
defite I Ihould change the cuftdni/' " Take thy own 
way faid the knight, and fince it is the will of fate 
that I fliould hear thee, pray go oh.'^ 

** Well then, good mailer oiF mine, proceeded San- 

icho, that fame mepherd, sis.! have 'already remarked, fell 

in love with the fhepherdejfsTerralva, who Was a thick 

brawny Wetxch, a litUe £oy, and ibinewhat mafculine ; 

jfor Ihe wore a fort of muftachios l methinks I fe<{ 

her now for all the world/' '* Then thou knewcft 

lierP' f^d the knight. "Not I, anfwered the 

fquire but the peirfon who told me the i^ory, £iid it 

was fd true and certain, tli^t if ever I fhould chance 

to tell it -aeain) t might affirm upon oath, that I had 

fcen it with my own eyes -i-— And fo, in process of 

time> the devil, who never lleeps btit wants to have 

a finger in every pye^ managed matters in fuch a man« 

ner, that the fhepherd^s love for the fhepherdefs 

was turned into malice and deadly hate : and the 

caufe, according to evil tongues, was a certain quan-" 

tity of fmall jealoufies (he gave him, exceeding all 

bounds of meafure. And iuch was the abhorrence 

•the Ihepherd conceived for her, from that good day 

forward, that in order to avoid the fight of her, he re-^ 

folved to abfent himfelf from his own country, and 

go where he fhould never feteyeson her ag^in. Tor-* 

-raiva, finding herfelf defpifed by Lope, began to love 

him more than ever." " Th^t is the natural difpo- 

fition of the fex, faid Don (^ixote, to difdain diofe 

who adore them, and love tKofe by whom they are 

ak«wredt but proceed Sancho." 

"It 
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^ It fo fell out, faid Sancho> that the fliepherd put 
his refolution in 'pfaftice^ and driving his goats before 
him^ travelled through the plains of Eilremadura, 
to^wards the kingdom of Portugal. Torrolva having 
got an inkling of his defign, was foon at his hecl59 
Allowing him on foot> aye, and barefoot tog, with a 
pilgrim's ftafF in her hand, and a wallet at her back^ 
in vrhich, as the report goes, ihe carried a bit of a 
looking^glafs, a broken comb, and a kind of vial of 
vrafh for her complexion ; but howfomever, whether 
the carried thefe things or not, I (hall not atprefent 
take upon me to aver \ but only fay what is recorded, 
that the ihepherd came with his flock to the river 
Guadiana, which at that time was very high, having 
almofl forfaken its channel : and finding at the plac& 
neither boat nor bark tb carry himfelf and his flock 
to the other fide, he- was very much in the dumps 
becaufc he faw Torjralva behind him, and knew what 
he muft fufFer from her teaie and complaints : but 
looking about, he at lafl perceived hard by him a' 
fi (Herman in a boat, that was fo fmall as to contain 
only one perfon and one goat: neverthelefs they 
ilruck up a bargain, by which the man was to ferry 
over the (hephcrd witli his three hundred goats* Ac- 
cordingly the fiiherman took one goat into the boat 
and carried it over) then he returned, and carried 
over another, then he returned again to fetch ano- 
ther- Pray, good your worfhip, keep an exaft ac- 
count of the goats, as the fifberman ferried them 
over ; for if one only fliould be loft in the reckoning, 
the itory will breuk ofF, and it will be impoffible (or 
me to relate one word more. To be fltort then, I 
fay, the landing-place on the other fide being full 
of^mud and flippery, was a great hindrance to the 
fiihefrman in his going and coming j but however he 
returned for the other goat, and then for'fomc. 
more, and then for another." 

16 « Sap^ 
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** Suppofe them all pafied over at once, faid Don 
Quixote, for if thou goeft backwards and forwards 
in this manner, thou wilt not have them ail ferried 
over in a year." ** How many have already pailed ? 
faid the Iquire. ** How the devil ihould I know? 
iinfwered the knight ** Did not I tell you to keep a 
good account? faid Sancho, now before Gk^d! the 
tale is ended, and it is impofiible to prxxreed." ^* How 
can that be ? replied Don Quixote, is it fo eflential to 
the ftory to know the number of goats as they pair- 
ed, fo precifely, that if I mifreckon one thou canft 
not proceed ?" *' Certainly, fir, faid Sancho, I can 
proceed in no manner or way : for when I defired 
your worfhip to tell me what number of goats had 
paCed, and you anfwered you did not know ; at that 
inftant the whole of the flory that remained untold, 
vaniihed frorti my remembrance ; and upon my con- 
fcience ! it was very curious and entertaining/' ** At 
that rate then the ftory is at an end ?'* faid Don 
Quis^te. ** As -much nt an end, replied the fquire> 
as the mother that bore me." 

« In good footh, refumed the knight, thou haft re- 
lated the ftrangeft fable, tale, or ftory, that ever was 
invented; and finiflicd thy relation in fuch a ^man- 
ner as never was or will be heard again in this world : 
but nothing elfe was to be expefted from thy found 
judgment : and indeed it is a matter of no admi-* 
ration with me ; becaufe I take it for granted, that 
thefe inceffant ftrokcs have difordered thy under- 
ftanding/* " Not unlikely, faid Sancho ; but this 
I know, that there is no more to be faid of the tale, 
■which ended in that place where the miftake began 
about the pafiage of the goats.*' "In good time 
end it, according to thy own pleafure, replied the 
knight, and now let m fee if Rozinante will move." 
So faying, he began again to fpur, and the horfe to 
leap without moving from hh ftation, fo effeftually 
had Saii^o fettered him. 

About 
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About this time, whether it was owing to the cooU 
nefs of the morning that approached) or to his hav-* 
ing fupped upon^ lomething that was laxative j or, 
w£ich is more probable, to the operation of nature ^ 
Sancho was feized with an inclination and defire of< 
doing that which could not be performed by proxy ^ 
but luch was the terror that had taken pofleffion of 
his foul, that he durft not move the breadth of a 
nail-pairing from his mailer's fide : at the fame time 
it was as impofGble for him to refift the motion of 
his bowels ', and therefore to compromife the matter, 
he flipped his right hand from the hinder part of the 
faddie, and without any noife, foftly undid the flip 
knot by which his breeches were kept up : upon whica 
they ot themfelves fell down to his heels, where they 
re;mained like a. pair of ihackles ; he then gathered 
up his fhirt behind as well as he could ; and expofed 
his pofteriors, which werei^ione of the fmalleft, to the 
open air : this being done, and he imagined it waa 
the chief ftep he could take to deliver himfelf from 
the preilingoccafion and dilemma in which he was, 
another difficulty ilill greater occurred, namely, tliat 
he fhould not be able to difincumber himfelf without 
noife < he therefore began to fix his teeth clofe, fhrug 
up his ihoulders, and hold in his breath with all his 
might. But notwithftanding thjefe precautions, he 
was fo unlucky in the ifiue, as to produce a rumbling 
found very different from that which had terrified him 
fo much. It did not efcape the ears of Don Quixote, 
who immediately cried, " What noife is that, Sancho ?" 
" I know not, fir, faid the fquire, it muft be foime 
new a^air, for adventures and mifventures never be- 
gin with trifles.*' He tried his fortune a fecond time, 
and without any more noife or diforder freed himfelf 
from the load which had given him fo much uneafi- 
nefs. But as Don Quixote's fenfe of fmelling was alto-, 
gether as acute ^as that of his hearing, and Sancho 
Hood fo clofc t'j him that the vapours afccnded to- 
wards 
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.Wards hitui almafk in si direi3^ lincf, be could no« Ex- 
clude fome of them from p^y^ng a vifit to his nofe. 
No fooner was he fenfibk of dte firft falatation, than 
in hist}\vn defence be preiO^d his nofe between his 
finger and thumb, and| in a fnuffiing toitC} pronounc-' 
cd, **Sancho, thou feemeft to be in great fear.** 
^* I am fo, anfwered the fquire i but l^w conaes 
your worfhip to perceive my fears now more than 
ever/' '^ Becaafe at prefent thou fmelleft more than 
ever^ and that not of ambery^' replied the knight. 
** That may be, faid Sancbo ; but I anl not fo 
much to blame as your worfhip, who drags me at 
fuch unfeafonable hours mto thefe uninhabited 
places." ** Retire three or four fteps farther off", 
friend) refumed Don Quixote, flopping his nofe all 
the time^ and henceforth take more heed of thy own 

rerfon, and remember what ihou oweft to mine ; for 
find the ftequent comrerfation I maintain with tliee, 
hath engendered this difrefpcft." " Fll lay a wager, 
replied Sancho, that your worfbip thinks I haye been 
doinc fomethinfic I oucht net to have done." " The 
more you ftir it, friid Sancho, Cdd the knight, the 
more it will ftink.** 

In this and other fuch difcourfe the mailer and 
his fquire pafled the night ^ but Sancho perceiving the 
day began to break apace, with great care and fecrecy 
unbound Rozinante and tied up his breeches. The 
beaft which was naturally none of the brifteft, feemcd 
to rejoice at his freedom, and began to paw the ground; 
for as to curveting, with his leave be it fpoken, he 
knew nothing of the matter. Don Quixote, finding 
ham fo mettlefome, conceived a good omen from his 
cagerftefs, believing it a certain prefage of his fuc- 
cefs in the dreadful adventure he was about to at- 
chieve. Aurora now dif^lofed herfelf, and objetb ap- 
f^earing diftinftlvj Don Quixote found hinuelf ki a 
^rove of tall chiefnut-tpees, which formed a very 
Aick fiiade. The ftrokes ftill continuing, though he 

could 
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66nU not conceive the meaning c4 thenij hcf trithout 
further delay made Rozinante fefd thtf fputj tlierf 
turning t6 take leave of Sancha^ comtnanded him to 
wait three days at fertfceft, as hfe had dttcfted htfott i 
and If h«i fhoold not return before tliat time Was ex- 
pired, he might take it for granted that Gdd hadl 
Deen pleafed to ptrt a period to his life in that pe- 
rilous advcntBtej he again recommended to him 
the embaffy and meiflfagc he fhould carry from him 
to his miltrefs Dulcihea, and bade him give himfelf 
no uiieafinefs about his ^agesj for he had made i 
will before he quittfed his family in ^hich he Ihould 
find his fervices riepaid, by a falary proportioned to 
the time of his attendance : but if Heaven fliouM be 
pleafed to bring him Off frtmi that danger, fafc, found 
And free 9 he might, beyond all queftion, lay his 
Account with the government of the ifland he had 
promifed him. Sancho, hearing theilfe difmal expref- 
fions of his worthy matter repeated, began to blub- 
ber afrefli, and refolved not to leave him until the 
laft circumftance and iflue of the aifeir* 

From thefe tears, and this honourable determina- 
tion of Sancho Panzi, the auth^oV of this hiftory con- 
cludes, diat he muft have been d gentleman born, ot 
an old chriftian at leaft. His lyrafter himfelf was 
meked a little at this teftimony ^f his afFeftion, but 
not fo much as to difcover the leaft v^reaknefs: dn 
the contrary, difguifing his fentrments, he rode for- 
Ward towajds the place from whence the noife of 
the ftrokes and water feemcd to come $ Sancho fol- 
lowed cfn foot, and according to cuftom, leading by 
the halter his afs, which Was the conftaiit compariich 
of his good and evil fortune. Having travelled a good 
way among thofe fliady chefnut*trees, they arrived 
in a fmali meadow lying at the foot of a huge rock, 
over which a ftrcam of water rti(hed down with vaft 
impetuofity» Below appeared a few wretched huts, 
' that looked more like tuins than h»>ufes, and th^y ob- 

ferved 
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ferved ths^t from them proceeded the horrible din of 
the ftrokes which had not yet ceafed. 

Rozinahte being ftartled at the dreadful noife of 
the ftrokes and water, Don Quixote endeavoured to 
footh him, and advanced by little and little towards 
the hut^ recommending himfelf in the moft eamell 
manner to his miftrefs, whofe favour he implored in 
the atchievement of that fearful enterprize , neither 
did be omit praying to God for' his proteftion. San- 
cho, who never ftined from his fide, thruft his neck 
as far as he could between the legs of Rozinante, in 
order to difcover the objefts that kept him in fuck 
terror and fufpence : and when they had proceeded 
about an hundred paces farther, at the doubling of 
a comer, ftood fully difclofed to view the very in- 
dividual and undoubted caufe of this tremendous 
found, and terrible noife, which had filled them with 
fuch doubts and confternation all night long. 

This was no other, be not offended gentle reader, 
than fix fulling hammers, which by their alternate 
ftrokes produced that amazing din. Don Quixote 
was ftruck dumb with aftoniftiment at the fight; 
Sancho looked at him, and found his head hanging 
down upon his breaft, and other manifeft figns of his 
being out of countenance. The knight in his turn 
looked at the fquire, and faw his mouth fliut, his 
cheeks puffed up, with other fymptoms of his being 
ready to burft with laughing : this comical fituation 
of the fquire, in fpite of all his own melancholy, obli- 
ged the mafter to begin : and Sancho no fooner beheld 
the feverity of the knight's features relaxed, than he 
opened the flood-gates of his mirth, which broke 
forth with fuch violence, that he was under the ne- 
ceffity of fupporting his fides with both fifts, that 
they might not be rent to pieces by the <?onvulfion. 
Four times did he exhauft, and as often renew the 
laugh with the fame impetuofity as at firft; for 
which Don Quixote already wilhed him at the dcvO, 

more 
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more eipecially when he heard him pronounce, by 
wzy of fneer, ** Know, friend Sancho, that I was 
born by heaven's appointment, in thefe iron times^ 
to revive the age oi gold, or the golden age ! I am 
he for whom ftrange perils, valiant deeds, and vaft 
adventures are referved !** And in this manner he 
proceeded, repeating all, or the greater part of the 
knights exclamation .when they nrft heard the ter- 
rible noife. 

Don Quixote finding that Sancho made a jeft of 
him, was fo much afhamed and provoked, that lift- 
ing up his lance, he beftowed upon him two or three 
thwacks, which had they fallen upon his head, as 
they lighted on his fhoulders, would have faved his 
mafter the trouble of paying his falary, unlefs it might 
be to his heirs. Sancho feeling his joke turned into 
fuch difagreeable eameft, which he was afraid might 
not be as yet over, addrefled himfelf to his' matter 
with greater humility, faying, " Good your worfhip, 
forbear ; before Goa I was only in jeft/* " Though 
you was in jeft, anfwered Don Quixote, I was not quite 
fo merrily difpofed : come hither, Mr. Joker ; don't 
you think, that if, inftead of fuUing-hammers^ thefe 
had been fome very dangerous adventure, I have 
fliewn courage enough to undertake and atchieve it ? 
Am I, who am a knight, obliged, forfooth, to diftin- 
guifli founds, and know which proceed from fuUine- 
niills, and which do not ? efpecially as it. may be the 
cafe, and it really is fo, that I never faw one before ; 
though it is otherwife with thee, bafe plebeian as thou 
^rt, who was bom and bred up among them : but fee 
if thou canft metamorphofe thefe fix hammerr into 
fo many giants, and bring them within arm's length 
of me, one by one, or altogetlicr j and if I dor^'t 
make them lie with their heels uppermoft, make a 
)tft of me as much as you plcafe." 

" Enough, dear mafter, replied Sancho, I confefs 
I have exceeded a little in my pleafantry; but 

pray 
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pray tell me, now that we are at peace again, as God 
ihaU deliver your wor(hip from all focceeding adven- 
tures as fafe and found as you have been extricated 
from this ; is not the terror with which we were 
feized a thing to be laughed at and repeated ? Imeaa 
my own terror, for, as to your worfliip, I know you 
are an utter ftranger to terror and difmay \^ " 1 do 
not deny, anfwered Don Quixote, that what hath 
happened to us is ridiculons enough ; but neverthelefs 
it ought not to be repeated-; becaufe every body has 
not. dlfcretton to take things by the right handle." 
** I am fure, replied Sancho, that your worihip- knows 
how to handle your lance, with which, while yoa 
wanted to handle my head, you happened to falute 
my (boulders ; thanks be to God^ and my own 2&I'' 
vity in avoiding die bloW: but all that when it 
is dry will rub out; and I have often hear^it faid^ 
*^ He that lo-^'s thee well will often make thee cry v" 
nay, it is a common^ thing for your ffsntxj^ when 
they have faid a harlh thing, tor 3 iervant^ to make it 
up witH him by, ^ving hiar a^pair o£^aiiQ: breeches^ 
thougk I don't knew vmzt thef uleto give albex hav^ 
ihg beaten him, unlefs it be the praAiceiof kaightsp 
errant, after blowis, to give iilands^rkiagdom&OA tb& 
main land.'^ 

. ** Who knows, faid Don Q^icote^liutthediceinay 
run that way, and all that thou hast mentioned^ cooie 
to pafs: I a(k pardon for what is pail, fince you are 
refolved to be more difcreet for the* future ;. and as- 
the firlt emotions are not in a manrs own power. If 
muft apprife thee henceforward to be mote refcrv- 
ed, and abftain from fpeaking fo freely to me ^ fcf 
in all the books of chivalry I. liave read, and they arc 
alitlofl: infill Ite^ I never found that any fquire talkii 
fo m'uch to his matter as thou haft talked to thine: 
and really both you and I are very much to blame i 
thou in reg^arding me fo little, and I in not making 
myfelf regarded more : was not Gandalin, fquire of 

Amadis 
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itnadis de Gaul, Count df the Firm Ifland ? and yet 
e read of kim, -that he always fpoke to his mailer 
ap in hand^ with ah incUnaftion of his head, and his 
CKiy bent in the Turkifli manner. What need I 
fiention Gafahal, fquire to Ddn Galaor, who was fo - 
eferved, that, in orderto exprefs the excellence of his 
urprifing filence, his name is mentioned but once 
11 the whole courfe of that equally vaft and true hif- 
tory. From what I have faid, Sancno, thou art to draw 
this inference, that there is a neceflity for maintain- 
ing feme di{lin£i:ion between 'the mafter and his man, 
the gentleman and his fervant, and the knight and 
his fquire ? wherefore from this day forward, we 
are to be treated with more refpedl and lefs provoca- 
tion \ for if ever I am incenfed by you again, in any 
fliape "wiiatever, the pitcher will pay for all : the fa- 
vours and benefits I have promifcd will come in due 
time,- and if they fhonld fail, your "aeers at leaft 
will be forthcoming as Lhave already li>tormed yon.** 
** w^Ur that youf wprftiip obferves is very j^ift, faid 
Sa«€^; but I 3K>uid be glad to know,, hnce if die 
^nefit&come not in tiilic^ Imuft'be hin to put up 
Vdth the wagesy what was the hire 0/ a knight-errant*a 
iouin^ ia thofe days v and wliether they agreed bv 
me m^nth or the day like, common labourers ?" " Jt 
do »G?t bdieve,tanfweredDon C^ixotje^ that they were 
retained for hfte^ but depended altogether on favour | 
and thoiigh | have bequeathed a'fum to thee in my 
^11^ which I have left figned and fealed at home, it 
was done in cafe of the worft 5 for one does noE 
know how chivalry may fucceed in thefe calamitous 
times : and I would not have my foul punifhed in 
the other world for fo fmall a matter : for let m0' 
t^ll thee,- Sancho, in this there is not a more jian-^ 
getous courfe tlvan that ol adventures/' " That I 
krtow to be true, anfwered the fquire, fince the rioife 
of a fulling-mill could daunt and difturb the heart 
of fuch a valiant knight-errant us your worihip *, but 

this 
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this I aflure you of, that from this good hour nvy 
lips Ihall never give umbrage to your worfhip in 
turning your affairs to jeft again ; bdt, on the con* 
trary, honour you as my natural lord and mailer." 
•* In fo doings replied Don Quixote thou flialt live 
long upon the face of the earth ; for, after your fa- 
ther and mother, you ought to refpefk your maftes 
as another parent.'' 

C H A P. VIL 

Of the fublime adventure and fhining acquiCtion 
of Mambrino's helmet ; with other accidents that 
happened to our invincible knight. 

A BOUT this time fome rain beginning to fall, San- 
•^^ cho propofed that they fhould fhelter themfelves 
in the fulling-mill ; but Don Quixote had conceived 
fuch abhorrence for it on account of what was paft, 
that he would by no means fet foot within its walls : 
wherefore turning to the right hand, they chanced 
to fall in with a road different from that in which 
they had travelled the day before ; they had not 
gone far, when the knight difcovered a man riding 
with fomething on his head, that glittered like po- 
liflied gold : and fcarce had he defcried this phaeno- 
menon, when turning ta Sancho, " I fin(^ faid he, 
that every proverb is ftri£My true 5 indeed all of 
them are apothegms di£l:ated by experience herfelf, 
the mother, of all fcience j more efpecially that 
which fays, " Shut one door and another will foon 
open:'* tnis I mention, becaufe if laft night for- 
tune (hut againft us the door we fought to enter, by 
deceiving us with the fulling hammers } to-day an- 
other (lands wide open, in proffering to us another 
greater and more certain adventure, by which if I 
fail to enter, it (hall be my own fault, and not im- 
puted to jcny ignorance of fuUing-mills, or the dark- 

nefc 
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nefs of the night. This I take upon me to fay> bc- 
caufe, if I am not egregioufly miftaken, the perfon 
who comes towards us, wear? upon his head the very 
helmet of Mambrino, about which I fwore the path 
which thou mayeft remember." 

" Confider well what your worfliip fays, and bet- 
ter dill ^vhat you do, £iid Sancho ! I fhould not 
chufe to meet with ^ more fulling-mills to mill us 
and maul us altogether out of our fenfes." " The 
devil take' the fellow, cried Don Quixote, what affi- 
nity is there between a fulling mill and a helmet ?" 
" Truly, I know not, anfwercd the fquire ; but, in 
good faith, if I were permitted to fpeak freely, as 
ufual, I could perhaps give fuch reafons as would 
convince.' your worfliip, that you arc miftaken in 
what you fay." " How can I be miftaken, fcrupu- 
lous traitor? replied Don Quixote: feeft thou not 
yonder .knight who rides this way upon a dapple 
fteed with a golden helmet upon his nead." " What I 
perceive and difcem faid Sancho, is no other than 
a man upon a grey afs, like my own, with fomething 
that glitters on his head ?" " And that is the very 
helmet of Mambrino, replied the knight : ft and 
afide, and leave me alone to deal with him ; thou 
fhalt fee, that M^itliout fpeaking a fyllable, in order 
to fpare time, this adventure will be concluded by 
my acquifition of the helmet I have longed for fo 
much." " Yesj I will take care to get out of the 
way, anfwered SSncho ; arid God grant, cried he as 
he went off, that this may turn out a * melon rather 
than a milling." " I have already warned thee, bro- 
ther, faid the knight, not to mention, nor even fo 
much as think of the mill again : elfe, by heaven ! 
I'll fay no more, but mill the foul out of thy body.** 



* Oregano, in the original, fignifies fweet marjoram, as it Sancho 
had wHhcd his taaJktr might find a nofegay, rather than a bloody 
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S^ncho was fain to hold his^tongae, dreading the 
performance of. his mailer's oath, which had already 
ilruck him all of a heap. The whole affair of the 
helmet, deed, and knight, whi^h Don Quixote faw, 
was no more than this : in that neighbourhood were 
two villages, one 4)f them ib ^poor and iinall, tkat it 
had neither -fliop nor barber : for which reafbn, the 
trimmer of the larger that was haid by, . ferved the 
lefler alfo, in which at that time there was a fid 
perfon to be blooded^ and another to be (haved; lb 
that -this barber was going thither wkh Jiis brafs ba- 
fon under his arm ; but as it chanced to rain while 
he was on - the road, that he^ mi^t not fpoil his hat, 
^which probably -was a new one, he 'i|ieltered his head 
tinder ike bafon, which being clean fcoured, made a 
•flaming appearance, at the diftance of half a league ) 
and as Sancho had obferved, he rode upon a grey' 
afs, which gave occafion to Don Quixote to believe 
he was feme knight with a helmet of gold, mounted 
.upon a dapple ileed; for he accommodated everf 
thing he faw with incredible facility, to the extra- 
vagant ravings of his difordered judgment, ^hen 
he, therefore, faw this unlucky knight approach, 
without the leail expoftulation, he put RozinaDte 
to full fpeed, and couching his lance in the reft, re- 
folved, to run him through the body at once 5 but 
when he was almoft up with him, without. checking 
the impetuofity of his career, he cried aloud, ** De- 
fend thyfelf, wretched caitiiii or voluntarily yield 
♦what fo juftly belongs to me.*' 

The poor barber, who neither dreaded nor dreamed 
of any fuch demand, feeing this phantom coming full 
fpeed upon him, could find no other means to ddeni 
hlmf^lf from^ the ftroke of the lance, than- to throw 
hitnfelf down over the buttocks of his afs ; then get- 
ting up, before he had fcarce touched the ground, 
<with the nimbienefs of a ilag, h^. began toi^y acrofs 
the plain fo fwift, that the wind itfdf^could 4iot over* 

ukc 
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trakc him ; but he left his bafon upon the fpot, with 
iwrhich Don Quixote was fatisfied, faying '* The pa- 
gan hath aded with difcretion^ in imitating ♦^^^e bea- 
ver, which feeing itfelf chafed by the hunters, tears 
off with its teeth, by natural inftinft, thofe parts for 
-which it is purfued.'* Then he ordered Sancho to 
take up the helmet which the fquire having exami- 
ned all round, " Egad !" faid he, " It is a fpecial 
good bafon, well worth a piece of eight, if it be 
worth a farthing; and gave it to his mafter, who 
putting it on his head, and turning it round and 
round, without being able to find the vizor, faid, 
** Without doubt, the pagan for whom this renown- 
ed helmet was firft forged, muft have had a mod ca- 
pacious head : but the word of it is, that one hjtlf 
is wanting." 

"WTien Sancho heard him call the bafon a helmet, 
he could not refrain from laughing, but, remem- 
bering the indignation of his .mafter, checketl- his 
mirth all of a fudden 5 and when Don Quixote aflced, 
what he laughed at, replied, ** I cant help laughing 
when -I think o£ the huge hfead of the pagan who 
owned that helmet, which looks for all the world 
like a barbcr^s bafon." Why, truly Sancho, faid 
he, I imagine that this very individual enchanted hel- 
met, by fome ftrange accident or other, muft have 
fallen into the hands of fomebody who did not know 
its ineftiraable value, but feeing it was made of the 
pureft gold^ melted down one half of it for fale, and 
left the other in this fhape, refembiing as . thou 
fayeft, a barb^r!s bafon : but be that as it may, 
fince I am fatisfied of its real worth and identity, the 
tranfinutation is of fmall confequcnce ; for I will 
order it to be repaired irf the firft village where we 
can find a blackfmith, in fuch a manner as to be unex- 
celled, nay even unequalled by that which Vulcan 
forged and finiihed for the God of war : mean while, 
I will wear it in this manner i for it is ftill better 

than 
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than nothing at all, and will be fufficient to defeiu 
ine from any (hower of ftones that may chance tc 
fall." 

*^ Yes, if they come not out of flings, as svzs the 
cafe in the (kirmifh between the two armies ; when 
they demolifhed your worfliip's grinders, and broke 
the cruze which contained that blefTed balfam, whicii 
made me vomit up my liver and lights." *^ That 
lofs gives me not much uneafmefs, anfwered the 
knight, becaufe thou knoweft, Sancho, I retain the 
receipt of it in my memory ;" ** So do I, replied the 
fquire. But, Lord, let me never ftir from the place 
where I now (land, if ever I either make or meddle 
with it for the future ; efpecially as I hope I fhall 
never have occafion for it again, being refolved, with 
the afliftance of my five fenfes, to avoid being hurt 
myfelf, and alfo to refrain from hurting any perfon 
whatfoever. As to another bout of blanketing, I 
have little to fay: fuch misfortunes are not eafily 
prevented ; but when they happen, there is nothing 
elfe to be done, but to fl^rug up our (boulders, hold 
in our breath, fhut our eyes, and leave ourfelves to 
the determination and chance of the blanket." 

*^ Thou art a bad chriftian, Sancho, fa id Don Quix- 
ote, when he heard thefe words, for once you receLve 
an injury, you never forget it; but know it is pe- 
.culiar to noble and generous minds to overlook fuch 
trifles : haft thou got a leg lamed, a rib fradlured, 
or thy head broke in the profecution of that jefl, 
that thou .canll not forget it? for the aftair, when 
duly cohfidered, was no more than jeft and paftime : 
had I not underftood it fo, I fliould have returned 
ere now, and done more mifchief in revenging thy 
quarrel, than the Grecians did, for the rape of Helen, 
who, if fhe lived in this age, or if my Dulcinea had 
flouriflied in her rime, would n^ot have been fo rt- 
nowned for beauty." Here he fetched a profound 
iigh, and fent it to the clouds. " Let \t pafs then 

for 
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far a -jokes iaid.Sanoho, fince there is no likelihood 
of its being revenged in earned: but I know what 
fort of jokes and earnefts thofe are ; and I believe 
they will fcarce flip out of my memory, while they 
remain engraven on my (boulders* But, fetting ttis 
afide, I vrifii your wormip would tell me what fiball 
do with this dapple deed lb like a grey afs, whic)i was 
abandoned by that caitiff whom your worlhip over* 
threw : for by the fwiftnefs of his heels when he ran 
away, he fisems to have no thoughts of returning i 
and by my whiflcers *tis an exc$:}ient bead !^ 

^ It is never my cudom, faid Don Quixotei to 
plunder thofe I overcome ; neither is it according 
to^ the laws of chivalry^ to take from them their 
horfes, and leave them on foot, unlefs the conqueror 
hatH'lod his own during ^e oigagement ; in which 
cafe We are allowed to take the horfe of the van-^ 
quKhed as the lawful fpoils of war : wherefore, 
Sanchb/'leave that horfe or afs, or what tliou wilck 
where he now dands, and perhaps his mader, per- 
ceiving we are gone,, will return and find him.'* 
•* God is my witnefsi ahfwered Sancho, I fliould be 
glad to carry, him ofi> or at lead exchange him for 
my own, which feems to be the word of the two : 
truly the laws of chivalry are too confined; and 
fmce they do not extend to the exchange of one afs 
for another, I would fain know if they allow me to 
change the furnituje of the one for that oF the 
other r* f' I am riot quite <:lear in that particular, 
replied the knight | and in (iicha dubious cat?, till 
fuch time as we can get better Information^ I think 
thou mayd exchange the furniture, if die necelHty 
for fo do\ng be Gi^tTtn^t*'* " It is fo extreme:, faid 
Sancho, that if it were for my own particular wear- 
ing. J^ cpuld not want it mort.'* Thus provided 
.wip a licence., he made the exchange of caparifons, 
ipa equipped his bead with {uch finery, that he iooji:* 
e4 t^n per ccjit. the Jitter* 
'' Vol. I. K - Thi? 
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This exploit being performed, they weift to brcaV- 
feift on the remains of what they iiatf plundered frcrm 
the fuhfp<er-wu!e, and xjuenched their thirft With the 

Sater from the ftilliAg-mills, Vhhbttf turning their 
;ads that M^ay, fo much did they abhor thetn, on 
atcount of the dread which they had infpired. The 
Vage of hunger and ^tlxiety oeing thus appeafed, 
Ihey jnooufedy und vrithout ToU'(^x^lttg any determln- 
t& couxft ^fdr it H the pfaaic^e of true knights- 
fcnrant, to keep no eerf ain Toad), they left the choice 
of their route ip the will and pleafure af Rozinante^ 
Which wais al^afs a rule to his mafteri as well as to 
the afs ihiit followed, wliitherfoever he led, like a 
trufty fifiend and CdnrpanicHi. In confequence there- 
fore, of his determination they returned into the 
fti^h. road, in ^hich they travelled at random with- 
out any particular fcheme^ 

While they thus jogged on, ^ Sir, frid Sancho to 
fiis mafte^, I wi(h your worfliip would allow me to 
confer a little vith you ; for fmce you impofed that 
fevere command of filence upon me, divers things 
^ave peri/hed in my Hom^ch ^ and ^is moment I 
have fomewhat at my tongue^ end, which I would 
)s6t for the world have miftarrv.'* ** Speak then, 
ifaid Don Qttixote, and be candle in thy difcourfe ^ 
for nothing that is prolix c^n relifh welL" " I fay. 
Sir, anfwered Siincnb, that for fome days paft I have 
httn confidering how little is to be got and favcd 
fcy going in qiieft bf thofe adventiires'your worfliip 
hunts after, through thefc ctofs^paths and defarts, 
•where, diough you conquer and atchieve the moft pe- 
rilous exploits, there is nobody prefent to be witnefs 
Df your prowefs; fo that it may remain in everlafting 
lGlen<5f, contrary to the intention, and prejudicial to 
the merits of your worfliip : wherefore in ttij opi- 
mion, with fubmifllon to yodr better iudgment," our 
wifeft courfe would be to go into the icrvice of fome 
emperor or great prince.* who 4iath a war upon his 

^ hafadi, 
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^and$9 in whofe fcnrice your worfhip may haye be* 
:afion to fhew your' perbnal valoar, your great 
drenffth, and greater underftanding } which being 
perceived by the king we fenre^ he cannot choofe but 
reward each of as according to his deferts; neither 
will there be wanting fome pcrfon to write the hi^ 
tory of your worihip's exploits, for a perpetual m^ 
morial: I ihaU notmeadon my own* becaufe they 
cannot exceed the bounds of a fquire^s proTince; 
though this I will venture to fay, that if it was cu^ 
tomary in cluvalrjr to recount the atchierements of 
our fraternity, I dont think but mine might be iiK 
ferted between the lines of the boo|^'* 

** Thou art not much in the wrongs replied Don 
Quixote i but before it comes to that ifl\ie, a knight 
muft travel up and down the world as a probationer 
In queft of adventures, until by his repeated at*- 
thievenaents he ihall have acquired a fufficient ftock 
of fame ; fo that w'.en he arrives at the court of fome 
flighty monarch, he may be immediately known by 
his works ; in that cafe, as foon as he fhall be feeI^ 
to enter the gates of the city, all the boys will fur- 
round and follow him, ihouting and crying, behold 
the knight of the fun, or the fetpent, or of any 
other badge under wUch he hat)i performed his great 
exploits. " Behold, they will fay, the man who 
vanquifhed in iingle combat the mighty giant Bro- 
carbrunO) and delivered the great Alamaluke of Per- 
fia from the ftrange enchantment that prevailed over 
him for the fpace of nine hundred years." Thus 
iliall tliey proceed, recounting his exploits from mouth 
to mouth, until, furprifed at the noifc of the chiidreu 
.and populace, the king of that country ihall appear 
at one of the palace windows ; -and no fooner be* 
hold the knight, than knowing him immediately by 
Ills armour, or the device upon his (hield, he will 
certainly exclaim, ** So ho, there ! let all the knights 

K Z beio^gini^ 
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hclongihg to my court, go forth and receive the 
4ower of chivalry that comes yonder." 

At this command all of them will come out, and 
the king himfelf advance to meet him on the middle 
of the fbair cafe, where he will embrace him mod af- 
fe£tionateiyy giving him the kifs of friendfhip and 
welcome i then taking him by the hand, will he con- 
Aafk him to the queen's clofet, where he will find her 
majefty with the princefs her daughter, who is one of 
the moil beaudnil and aceompTifhed young ladies 
that ever was feen in the known world, in this in- 
terview (he will immediately fix her eyes upon the 
knight, who at that inftant fliall be gazing at her, 
^nd each will appear to the other fomething fuper- 
natural: witlicut knowing how or wherefore, they 
Avill find themfelves prelently caught and intangle4 
in the inextricable net of love, and be infinitely con- 
cerned bccaufe they have no opportunity of conver- 
fing together, and of difclofing tkie reciprocal anxiety 
of their thoughts : after this audience, he will doubt- 
lefs be carried to fome apartment of ^the palace richlf 
fumiihed, where, after they ihall have taken off his 
armour they will clothe him in a rich fcarlet robe 
brought for the purpofi: ; and if he made a fine ap- 
pearance in armour, he will look infinitely more 
genteel in his doublet: at night he will fup at the 
fame table with the king, queen, and infanta, upon 
whom he will fix his eyes as often as he can, with- 
out being perceived by the by-ftanders ; while (he 
will prad:ife the fame expedient with equal fagacity} 
for, as I have already obferved| (he mud be a young 
lady of vaft difcretion. 

The table being uncovered, there will enter at mid- 
night through the halUdoor, a little deformed dwarf, 
followed by a beautiful lady, guarded by two giants; 
and he will propole a certain adventure, contrived by 
a moft ancient fage, which, whofoever (hall finifli, 
will be deemed the moft valiant knight in the whole 

world : 
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world : then the king will order erery warrior in 
waiting to attempt it ; but all of them fliall fail ex- 
cept the ftranger knight, who will perform and ac- 
complfih it very much to his own credit, as well as 
to the fatisfa£lion of the princefs, who will think her* 
felf extremely happy^ and well requited for having 
placed, her aifleAions fo worthily^ Wl^ait is better 
ililly this king or prince, or whateter he is, bein| at 
that time engaged in a moft obftinate war Witn a 
potentate of equal ftrength, his gueft^ after having 
(laid a few days at court, begs leave to go and ferve 
him in the field ; and the king granting his requeit 
with pleafnre, the knight mOft politely kifles his hand 
for the great honour he hath done Vim : that fame 
night he goes to take his leare of his miftrefs the. 
infanta, duough the rails of a garden adjoining to the 
chamber tn which flie lies ; where they have already 
at different times enjoyed each other's converfation, ' 
by tl)e means of a itamfel, vi'ho being the infanta's 
confidante, is privy to the whole amour : on this 
occafion he will figh moft^piteouffly, fhe will a6i:ually 
faint away | the damfel will run for water, and the 
knight will be extremely concerned, becaufe the day 
begins to break, and he would not for the world be 
dilcovered to the prejudice of the kdy's reputation. 
In fine, the princefs recovers, and reaches her fair 
hand through the rails to the knight, who kifles it a 
tboufand times, and bathes it with his tears : then 
is concerted between them feme method, by which 
he is to inforni her of his good or bad fuccefs ; and 
the infanta intreats him to return as focm as poflible ; 
he fwears fblemnly to comply with her requeft, klfP 
es her hand again, and bids hej farewell, with fuch 
affli£lion as well nigh deprives him of life: fronv 
thenee he retreats to his chamber, throws himfclf ■ 
upon the bed, but cannot deep, fb grieved is he at > 
parting ; he rifes early in the morning, goes to takc^ 
kavc of the king, queen, and infanu j their ma-v 
\ • K 3 . jellies 
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kfties accordkigiy ^nA him f»reweU, after bavin^ in* 
formed him that the prince£s is indiipofed^ and can- 
xiot fee company : the knight imputing, her diforder 
to her forrow for his departure^, is^ pierced to the 
£bul, and well nigh betrays his own anxiety. The 
confidante being prefent all the while^ takes notice 
of every circumftance> which (he imparts to her lady,, 
who liilens with tears in her eyes» and obftrves that 
nothing gives (b much uneafineis as her ignorance of 
the knight's pedigree, and her impatience to know 
whether or not he is of royal extraflion ; the dam- 
fel aflures her, that fo much politenefs, gentility,, 
and valour as he poifefled, could never be imited ex* 
ccpt in a digni^ed and r6yal difpofition : the afSidlcd 
infanta conibies herfelf with this obfervation, and 
endeavouring to regain her fcrenity, that fhe may 
not give caufe of uiipicion to her parents^ in two 
diays appears again in public. 

The knight naving fet out for die army, come to 
battle, overcomes the king's adverfary, takes many 
towns, makes divers conquefts, returns to court, 
vifits his miftrefs in the ufual manneri and the affair 
being concerted between them^ dema^U her in mar* 
riage as the reward, of his fervice r her fiatber refufcs 
to grant the boon/ on pretence of not knowing who 
this hero is ; but ncverthelefs, either by ftealth or 
fome other way, the infanta bocomes his wife v and 
at laft the king is overjoyed at his good fortune, 
when this knight proves to be the fon of a valiant 
monarch of fome unknown country,, for I' fuppbfe 
it could not be found in the map. The father dies, - 
the infanta fucceeds,, and ui two words the knight 
becomes king: this then is the time to reward his 
iiquire, and all thofe who helped him to.afcend the 
throne. The £quive accordingly is married to a. 
damfel belonging to the infanta, who doubflefs muft 
be fhe that was privy to her amour, and daughter 
•£ £ami& pa\KerJ[ul dukfi..^ 

'* This 
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*' This it what I want crie4 $aa^ko^ and whaH 
with fsiir play I AaU oistain ? for all that you h^v«^ 
mentioned will exactly happen to your worihip, un-^ 
der die title of the knight of the rueful countenance/^ 
'J Never doubt it Sancho^ replied pop Qmi^ote ) for 
in the fame XBanner, and by the fame iteps I have 
recouutedy knights errant rife, and have rifen to tli^* 
rank of kings and emperors. Our only buii^efs now- 
is to look out for foihe chridian or pagan king who, 
is at war, and hath a beautiful daughter, but tlierc: 
will be time tq think of that) lince, as I have already- 
told thee, renown muft be acquiiied elfewhere, befprc 
we repair to court : nay, another difficulty occurs,. 
nansely, that though we ihould find a khig at war who, 
has a beautiful daughter^ after I (hall have acquired, 
incredible glory through the whole univerfe ; I do not 
know how it can be proved thai I am of royal ex* 
tra£bion, or even fecoml coufin to an emperor ^ and . 
BO lung will grant }ii& daughter to me in marriage, 
until he is firit thoruu^hly fatisfied in that particular ; 
though my famous e:(ploits ihould merit a much more 
valuwle reward : wherefore on a(CCQunt of this de- 
fed, I am afraid I (hall lofe that which the prowefs 
of my arm may well def<^rve. True it is, I am a^* 
gentleman of an ancient^ and honourable family^ 
npt without property^ pofieflion, and a title to the^ 
revenge of the five hundred. * $uel4od ; and it is not: 
impoffible, that the fage ordained to write my hifto* 
ry, may furbiih up my parentage and pedigree in 
fuch a manner,, as to prove nie defcended. in the fif- 



* The Spaniardi of old paid a tribute of 500 Sneldos, or pieces ol 
coin to the Moors, until they were delivered fron^ this impofitioii 
hy the gallantry of the gentlemen or people of rank, from which ez» 
pbit a Caftilianof family nfed to e^prefa the- nobility add worth df 
kis extraiStion, by faying he was of ^e revenge of the Sueldot. 
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teenth or fixteenth generation from a king : for I 
muft tett thee Sancho, there are two forts of pcA- 
gree in tfie world; one diat brings and derives its 
original from princes and monarchs^ which time hath 
deniced by little and Httle> till at hft it ends in a 
point like ^ pyramid r the other owes its beginning 
to people of mean degree,, and increafes gradually to 
nobility and powers fo that the difference is, the 
one was once fomething, but is now nothing : and 
the other was once nothing, but is now fomething ! 
perhaps, therefore, I may be one of the firft men- 
tioned divifion ; and my origin upon enquiry, be 
found high and mighty ; a circumftance that ought 
to fatisfy the king who is to be my father-in-law r 
and if it fhould not have that effed, the infanta will 
be fo enamoured of me, that in fpite of her father, 
ihe vnM receive me as her lord and huiband, even 
though (he were certain of my being the fon of a por-r 
tcr 5 out fliould £hc be ihy, then Js the time to carry 
her away by force, Jo any corner of the earth I 
(hall chufe K>r my own refidence, until time or death 
ihail put an* end to the refeirtment of her parents/' 

^ And here, cried Sancho, nothing can be mort 
pat to the purpofe, than what fome of die uncon- 
Icionable fellows often fay. Who would beg^ a bcni.- 
fon, that for the taking niay have * venifon ? though 
it would ftill be more pr^er, if they had faid f. 
Better thieve. than grieve. This I ofefervc, that in 
cafe the king, your worfliip'is father-in-law, fliould 
xiiot prevail upon hi-mfelf to give you- the infanta his 
daughter, you may, as your worfliip fajs, (leal and 
convey her off by main force : but the misfortune 
is, that while the peace is on thfe anvil, and before 
■■■ _ ■- — ■■ i . ■ ■ -. 

• Literally, never beg when yo» can take,, 
f In the original, A ihatch from behind a bnlh) if better than the 
prayer pf good men. 

you 
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ycu come to the peaceable enjoyment oT ydor'king- 
dom> the poor fquire may chew his cud in expe£ka- 
Uon of his recpmpence, unlefs that confidante dam- 
fel, who is to be his fpoufe, fhould make her efcape 
with the princefs, and be content to join her evil 
fortune to his, until fuch time as heaven (hall ordain 
it otherwife ; for I believe his mailer may very fafeJy: 
give her av^ay in lawful marriage.** ** That thoa 
mayeft depend upon," faid Don Quixote. " Since 
it IS fo then, anfwered Sancho, we liave nothing to; 
do but recommend ourfelvcs to God, and let for- 
tune take its own courfe/* ** The Lord condu£t ir, 
replied the knight, according to my defires and my. 
neceflity ; and fmall be his grace, who counts him-« 
felf bafe/* ** A God's name be it fo, faid Sancho, 
for my crwn part I am an old chriftian, and there- 
fore fit to be a lord." ** Ay, to be greater than a* 
Ibrd, anfwered Don Qjiixote, and even if thou waft 
not fo well qualified it would be of no fignification*, 
becaufe I being king; can confer nobilitv upon thee, 
without putting dice to the expence of purchafing^ 
or of fubjefting thyfclf to any kind of fervitude : for 
in creating thee an earl, benold thou art a gentk'^ 
.man at once ; and let people fay what they will, iri: 
good faith ! they muft call thee your lordQup, if it 
fiiould make their hearts ach." •* And do you reck<^ 
on that I (hould not know how to give authoritf 
to the portent ?" faid the fquire. ** Patent thou 
wouldft fay, and not portent," replied the knight* 
^ It may be fo, anfwered Sancho \ but I infift upon 
it, that r fhould demean myfelf very decently : for 
once in my life-time I was beadle of a corporation^ 
and the gown became me fo wellj that every body 
(aid i had the prefenee of x warden : then what 



• This feemft to Have beeUv intended' as aftroke of fatire again ft 
thofe princes .who relln«hllky to the higheft bidder^ without aoiy re^ 
gaitd to the merit of tlie nurchafer. 

K 5 flja:i 
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ihall I be when t am doathed in a ducal robe, all 
glittering with pearls like a, £o;reign count i Upon^ 
mj coiifcience I belii^Ve peopl-d will coitie aii hiin-; 
dred leagues on purpofe td fee wlc/'' *^ Ypu ^ilf 
Ai'ake a very gdbd app^rance (aid Don Quixote ;.- 
but thou muft take care to keep thy beard clofe 
fluiYedi'foT it is Ho dittk, matted, and un&emlyy 
that unlefs thott haft recourfe tp the razor,' every 
fecond day at leaft, they wUl fee what thou art a 
gun-<(hot off.'* " What elfe have I to do^ (aid tfie 
fquire, but to hire a barber, and keep him conflantly 
in the hoUfe $ and if I find occafioa tor it, even make 
Mm follow me a!s a matter of the horfe follows one 
of youT grandees." 

" How do'ft thou know, ^aid Don Quixote, that^ 
©ur grandees are attended by their matter^ of liorfe ?** 
•• That you ftiall be fatisfied in anfwered the fquire r 
h^etofote I was a' whole month at co\irt, where I 
iaw a very little gentleman^ who they ibid me was 2^ 
very gre^ lordy paffing to and fro, and a man fol- 
lowing htm a horfebaek, turning ever and anon as 
he tumedt as if he had been the noUei^an's owii 
tail : when I afleed why the man' did not overtake 
the other, but always kept behind him ^ they aiv- 
fnrered that he was his inafter of horfe, and Uiat H 
was a fafiiion among the greaty for &k,h to be at- 
tended by an ofl&cer of that name. Ever iifice that 
&at time I have reniembered their office fo diftindly^ 
now I believe I ihall never forget it." " I think 
diou art much in the right faid Don Quixote,^ in re-^ 
iblving to carry, thy barber along with thee % for 
cuftoms come not altogether, becaufe tKey were not 
invented all at once: therefore thou mayeft be the 
firft earl that ever went attended by a (haver ; and 
truly it is an offite ©f gifeater confidence to trim thd 
beard than to faddle ^he horfe.** " Leave that af- 
fair of the barber to my manj^ement, faid Sahcho, 
and J9i it ycmr C^re to make yourfelf a king^ and me 

an 
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an carl ^th all ponv«niept fpced." "TH^t (hall 
be dohCf** repKed' the knight, w^o lifting up his 
eyes, perceived that which Siall be recounted in tbc 
fucceeding chapter. 

CHAP. VHL 

\ 

Don Quixote fets at liberty a number of unfortunate 
people, who, much againft their wills, were going 
a journey that was not at all to tlieir liking. 

r^lD Hamet Benengell, the Arabian and Manc&e« 
gan author, recounts in this folemn, fublime^ 
minute, pieafant, and fanciful hiftory, that the con- 
verfation between the renowned Don Quixote, and 
his (quire Sancho Panza, as related in the foregoing 
chapter^i ^^ ^ fooner concluded, that the knight 
lifting up^his eyes, beheld upon the road before huny. 
about twelre men on foot, ftrung together like 
beadl, with a great iron chain fattened to their 
necks, and he perceived (hackles upon the arms af 
each, l^iey were cotida£tiBd hf two men on hor(e<i» 
back, and the like number on foot : the horlemen 
armed with firelocks, and the foot with- javelins and 
fwQ(^. I^ncho teeing them advance, *^ That, fatd 
he, is the chain of fiaves- compelled by the king to. 
wodc in the gallies.'^ ^<Howl compelled I cried 
the knight, ie it podtble the kmg compefe people 
into his feryice?'^ *< I don't fay (o anfwered Sen-^^ 
cho ; thofe people are condemned for^tbear crimes^ 
to feive in the king's gallies on comp^liioh.'^ *^ In' 
iho^t, repfied Don Quixote, be that a» it will,, they* 
go not voluntarily, but are driven by force*** ** Cer-v 
tainty/' faid Sanchow ** Since that is the cale, re* 
fumed hi» mafter, here the execution of my office is 
concerned : to annul force, an4 brine fuccour to* 
the milerable/' *^Pray, good your wormip, take no* 
lice,i that }uftice^ wUch i» the king hmkS^ aqver. 

K 6 ufee 
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ufes violence nor feverity to fuch people^ except as 
a punifliment for their crimes." 

By this time the chain of galley flares being come 
up, Don Quixote, with much courtefy, defired the 
guards would be pleafed to inform him of the caufe 
or caufes for which thofe people were treated in that 
manner : one of the horfemen replied that they were 
.flayes belonging to his majefty going to the gallies,. 
and that was all he could fay,, or the inquirer had 
occafion to know of the matter* <' Neverthele&t 
refumed the knight, I am defirous of knowing from 
each in particular, the occafion of his misfortune." 
To thefe he added other fuch courteous intreaties ta 
induce them to fatisfy his defire, that the other man 
on horfeback faid, '* Though we have got along 
with us the regifter and certificate of the fentence of 
t^ch of thofe malefadors, we have no time at prefent 
to take it out and give you the reading of it ^ but if 
you have a mind to go and queftion themfelyes^ 
they will anfwer every thing ypu aik to the^^ of 
their knowledge ;. for they are a fet of nulcreants 
who delight ki recounting as well as in aAing tfaeix 
roguery. : .. 

With this, permiffion, which he would haire taken 
if they had no( granted it, Don Quixote approac^ied 
die chain, and a&ed of the foremoS, for what ofi^nce 
he travelled in that equipage ? ^^ Only Sox being in 
love," anfwered the criminal* •* For that only I 
replied the knight* If they condemn people for being 
i|i love, I migbt have I?een. tttp;ing in. the gaUeys 
long ago." ** But my love anfwered the Save, was^ 
quite difiFerent from what your worflap imagines ;. I 
fell deeply in love with a b«ilket crammed full of 
white linen, and locked it fo faft in my embrace, that 
if juftice had not tore it from my arms by force, 
I mould, not have quitted it willingly to this good 
hour: the thing being flagrant, there was no room 
for putting me to the torture, wd therefore the caufe 

was 
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was foan difcufled : my flioulders were accommodated 
with a cool hundred, I was advifed to divert myfelf 
three years in the Gurapas : and fo the bufinefs 
ended/' " Pray what are the Gurapas ?" faid Don 
Qu^ixote. "The Gurapas are the galleys,*' anfwcred 
the thief, who was a young fellow, about twenty 
years of age, and faid he was a native af Piedrahita. 
The knight put the fame queftion to the fecond^ 
"who feemed fo overwhelmed with grief and melan* 
ch6ly» that he could not anfwer one word ; but the 
firft faved him the trouble by faying, "This man, 
Crj goes to the gallies for being a canary bird : I 
mean for his fkill in vocal mufic." " What \ faid 
the knight, are people fentenced to the gallies for 
their Ikill in mufic ?*' " Yes, fir, anfwered the other, 
for nothing is worfe than to Cng in the heart-ach.'** 
** On the contrary, faid Don Quixote, I have al- 
ways heard it obferved, that mufic and play will 
fright forrow away." " But here, replied the flave-, 
the cafe is quite different: for he that fings but on-ce 
will have caufe to weep for ever." Don Quixote fay- 
ing he could not comprehend his meaning, one of 
the guards explained it : ". Sir, faid he, to fing in 
the heart-arch, is a term ufed by thefe mifcreants ta 
CTcprefs a criminal who confefles under the torture : 
and it hath been applied to that delinquent ; he own- 
ed his crime, which was horfe-ftealing ; accordingly^ 
having received two hundred laihes, he was con- 
demned for fix years to the gallies : and he appears 
always penfive and fad, becaufe his brother rogues^ 
who- keep him company, continually maltreat, up- 
braid, defplfe and fcoif at him, for having confeffed 
out of pure pufillanimity : for, fay they, No contains 
as many letters as Aay : an offender is very lucky 
when ms life or death depends upon his own tongue 
9siA not upon the evidence of witnefTes : ai^d truly I 
think they are not far miftaken." 

«Iam^ 
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^* I am of tlve fame opinionj faid Don Quixote, 
and pafling on,' repeated his former queflion to the 
third, who, with great readinefs and alacrity^ an- 
fwcred, " I am going to pay a vifit of five years tO' 
lady Gurapa, for having wanted ten ducats.** " I 
tirill give twenty with all my foul, replied the knight> 
to eafe you of your misfortune.** *• That, refumed 
the Have, is like giving money to a man perifhing 
tvith hunger at fea, vvhere tliere is no food to be. 
{>ought. I fay this, becaufe had I bee^ mailer in 
time of thofe twenty ducats your worfhip now oflfers, 
I would have anointed the fecretary^s pen,- and quick- 
ened my lawyer's invention with them, to fo good 
purpofe that I ihould be now (landing at liberty in 
the fquare of Zocodover in Toledo, and not di^ag* 
ging like a hound to the gallies } but heaven is above 
-—Patience and *—— that Is enough.*' 

Don Quixote then advaticed to the fourth, who 
was a man of a venerable afpe£l, with a long, white 
beard hanging down to his girdle; and he no fooner 
heard the knight aft the caufe of his being in that 
fituation, than he began to weep bitterly, without 
anfwering one word ; but the fifth criminal lent him 
his tongue, faying, ** That honourable gentlemaa 
is going to the gallies for fpur years, after haying 
made his public appearance on horfeback with great 
folemnity." **Tliat is, I fuppofe, faid Sahcho, after 
having teen expofed to public ihame *.'*^ " Even fo 
replied the flave, and that punifhrnent was infli(Sted 
tipon him for being 'an ear broker, or rather a bro* 
kcr for the whole body ; to be plain with you, the: 
gentleman was convi^ied of pimping, and giving 



* A (ff indie thait is puniihed by the pillory ik England, 19 hi Spaii^ 

€spiated by the conirid ^bcisg mounted upon an af$, in » particjslaii 

drefs, and kd through the ftrects I17 a crier, who |gpoclaim« th/e tranf- 
ipreifioB* 

him- 
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himfelf out £ot a conjuror.** "Were it not for die 
addition of his conjtiHng fcheme, faid Don Quixotcv 
he is fo far from deferving to row in the gallies for 
piwe pimping, tliat it rather entitles him to the*^ 
command of them^ as general irr chief; for if 'the 
office -of a praider was Well regulated, it would |?e a 
moft honourable and neceflary emplovment in a 
weH-crdercd commonwealth, rcferved tor people of 
birth and talent's, and like the other places of truft^ 
hid under the infpe£tioh of proper comptrollers^ 
and limited to a certain number, like the brokers 
of merchandize J fuch a regulation would prevcnf 
iriany mifchiefs which are now occafipned by that 
employment's being in the hands of ideots or fimplc 
wetches, fuch as filly women, p;ages and buffoons, 
without either age or experience 5 who, upon the* 
ftioft urgent occafionsj. when there is need of the 
moft important contrivance^ let the morfel freeze 
between the difh and the mouth, and can fcarce di- 
ftinguifli betwixt their right hands and their left. I 
could proceed, and advance many arguments to^ 
prove how advantageoos it would be in a commons- 
wealth to make proper Aftinftions hi the choice of 
fliofe who exercife fuch a necciFanr employment ^ 
but thii is nor place to fettle that affair in ; and one 
day I may chance to recommend it to the confide*-* 
tation of thofe who can both difcern and provide a 
fuitable remedy for this defeft. I fhall only at pre- 
fent obferve, that the Compaflion I feel at the fight cf 
thefe gray hairs, and th^t venerable countenance iu 
diftrefs for having been ^ partider, is extinguifhed by 
the additioiial trkne of forcery i though I am well ap- 
prized there are no conjurors in the world, who can 
force or alter the will, as fome weak-minded people 
imagine : for the inclination ' is free, and not to be 
cnflavcd by any irifcantation whatfoever. TTie prac« 

'•■■■■ ■ — ' — ■ — — ' ^ 

* T)):» is a good hiat i&v 3 rcfornuDg hgiikt«jre. 
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tice of fome fimple women, and knaViih impoftor^ 
is to conipofe poifonous mixtures, to deprive people 
of their fenfes, under pretence of cauflng them for 
be beloved: It being a thing impoflibie, as I have 
faid, to compel the will/* ** What your honour ifays 
IS very true, replied this good old man ; and really, 
fir, as to the affair of conjuring, I am not guilty: 
though I cannot deny that I have been a pimp ; but I 
never thought I was to blame in that capacity, be- 
caufe my whole intention was, that all the world 
(houid enjoy themfelves, and live in peace and quiet 
without quarrels and anxiety. Yet, the uprightnefs 
of my intention was of no fervice in preventing 
my being fent to a place from which I (nail never 
return opprefled as I am with years and a violent 
ftranguary^ that will not allow me a moment's 
reft." So faying, he began to weep again, as before ; 
and his tears raifed the pity of Sancho to fuch a de- 
gree, that he toolc a rial out of his bofom and gave it 
m charity to the diftrefled fenior. 

Then Don Qnixote addrefTed himfelf to the next, 
who anfwcred his qucftion, not with lefs, but infi- 
nitely more vivacity than that of the fbrnier y faying, 
•' I trudge in this manner, for having Jefted a Kttle 
extravagantly with two of my female coufins; and 
with two more, who, thoush not related to me, 
were in the fame degree of Wood to each other ; in 
fliort, I jefted with them fo lone, that in the end 
there was fuch an intricate increate of kindred as no 
cafuift could unravel. Everything was proved againft 
me, I had neither intereft nor money, and ran fosie 
rifle of having my windpipe ftopt;. but they only 
condemned me for fix .years to the gallies ;, I flib* 
mitted to the fentenor*. as the punilhment of my 
crime: yo^^^h ^ on mj fide, life may be long, and 
time brings every thing to bear : if your worfliip, 
fir knight, will part with any fmall matter for the 
comfort o£ poor wretches- like us, .God- will requite 

you 
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you in heaven, and we upon earth will take care to 
petition him for long life and heahh.to your worlhip^ 
that you may be as happy, as by your goodly ap- 
pearance you deferve tb be.'* The perfon who fpoke 
in this manner, appeared ki the drefs of a ftudent> 
and one of the guards faid ht was a great orator and 
excellent Latin fcholar. 

After all thefe came a man of a good mien, about 
thirty years of age, who fquinted fo horribly, that his 
eyes feemed to look at each other r he was equip- 
ped in a very different manner from the reft ; his 
foot being loaded with a huge chain that went round 
his whole body, and his neck adorned with two iron 
rings, to one of which the chain was f^ftened ; and 
the other was called a keep-friend, or friend Vfoot j * 
from vsrhich defcended to his middle, a couple of iron 
bolts fitted with a pair of manacles for his arms, 
fecured by a large padlock, in fuch a fafhion, as to 
hinder him from lifting up his hands to his mouthy 
and to difable him from oendinfi; his head to his hands.^ 
Don Quixote enquiring, why that man was more fet-p' 
tcrcd than all the reft ; one of the guards anfwered^* 
** Becaufe he is a greater rogue than all the reft put 
together, and fo daring a villain, that although he 
is fliackled in that manner, we are under fome appre- 
henfidn that he will give us the flip." " What crime 
has he committed, laid the knignt, that deferves no 
greater ][)uni(hment than that orgoing to the galliesf 
" He goes for ten years, replied the guard, which is 
a kind'of civil death $ but you need not enquire any^ 
further, when you know that this honcft gentleman is 
the famous Gines de Paflamonte, alias Genifello dc ' 
Parapilla-** ** Softly, Mr. CommifTary, faid the flave^. 
hearing thefe words, don't tranfmography names and 
firnamcs in that taaoner : jtines is my name and not 
Gtnefello, and Pafl'arnonte the title of my family : 
not Parapilla, as yo^r worfhip fays : let every body 
turn about and look at home^ and he will have bu- 

fuiefs 
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finefs enough." '^ Speak with k&^ infolence^ Mr* 
Thief above fterllng, replied the copxnifiary» or elfe 
r {hall make you hold your peage with a vengeance.*' 
** It appears dj this oppreffion^ anfwered the galley- 
ilave, that God'» will muft be done ; but, one ^^y, 
(bme body fball know whether or not my name is 
Ginefello de Parapilla," ** An't you called foj, you 
lying vagabond ?" faid the guard. . ** Yes, yes,, I am 
fo called, anfwered Gines : but I will make them 
change diat name, or their fkins fliall pay for it, if 
cvec I meet them in a place I don't chufe at prefent 
to name* Siy knight, if you have any thing te be- 
ftow, pray let us have it, and the Lord be with you,^^ 
for you only tire us with enqmring about other 
people's affairs ; if you want to be informed of my 
hiftory, thow, I am that Gines -de Paflamonte,. 
whofe life is written by thefe ten fingers." 

" He tells nothing but the truth feid the commif* 
iary i fpr he has aftually written his own hiftory, as 
i^ell as could be defired, and pawned the manaicript 
in jail for two. hundred rials.** ** Ay, and I Ihall rc-^ 
deem it, faid Gines, if it were for as many ducats*" 
** What ! Is it fo entertaining ?" faid Don QuixotCi 
•* Yes, anfwered Gines, ic is fo entertaining^ that 
woe be. unto LazariUo de Tormes, and all who 
have written or (hall write in that manner. . What 
r can afSrm of mine is, that it contains truths, and 
fuch ingenious and favory truths as no n^ion can 
equal.'* "And what is the title of .y©tir book?" 
faid the knight. " The life of Gines de Paflamonte," 
replied the other. '* Is it finifhed ?" faid Don Quix- 
ote. " How, can it be finilhed,. anfwered tfie aumor^ 
when my natural life is not yet concluded ? I have* 
already written my whole hiftory from my birth till 
the lall time I was fent to the galli^;,^." ** You have 
vifited tlicm before now then?" "faid the knight.- 
•* For the fervice of God and the good of my coun- 
try, I have already ferved in them, during the fpace 

gf 
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of four years* and know the d^rence between the 
bifcuit and the bull'^s pizzfe, anfweird the thief ; and 
my journer to them now gives me no great |)ain^ 
iot there I ihall have time to finiih my book,, and 
iet down a great many things I have t4> fay : there 
being fpare time enough in the galttes of Spain for 
that purpofe, which does not require much leifure^ 
as I have every chrcumftance by heart." ".You fcem 
to be an ingenious fellow^" (aid Don Quixote. " And. 
unfortunate^ anfwered Gines y for genius is always 
attended by evil fortune.** " Evil fortune ought to 
attend villains like you,." faid the guard. ^^ I have 
already dcfired you,. Mr. Commifiary, to proceed 
fair and foftly, anfwered Paflamonte j your fuperiors 
did not give you that rod to maltreat us poor wretches^ 
but to condu<3: and carry us to the place of our def- 
tination* according to his majcfty'^s command : and 
ty the life erf — but *tis no matter. The fpots we . 
received' in the inn, may one day be rubbed out i» 
wafliing. Mum*s the word. Let us live while we 
can, fpeak while we may, and at prefent purfue our . 
journey : for thi^ joke has alrcacibr lafted too long."^ 

Th« coPai»ifl«M7 lifted up his tod, in order to give 
* proper reply to Ae threats of PaiTanTOntei but^ 
Don Quixote interpofing, begged lie would not cha- 
ftife him -,. Iiecawfe it wa^ nttt to be wondered? at, if 
one whofe limbs wcre.fo (hackled, fliould take fuck, 
liberties with his tongue, theit addreffing himfelf to 
the prifonera,, " From all that you have told me, 
dear brethuen, faid he, I clearly perceive, that al- 
though you ought tcv be chaftifcd for your crimes, the 
puniihment you are going to fuflfer is not much to 
your liking, on the contrary, you make this journey 
very much againd your inclination ; and perhaos*. 
the pufiUanimity of one of you under the torture, this 
man's, want of money,, and that other's fcarcity of 
friends, and laft of all, the partiality of the judge,. 
may have been, the caufc of your perdition, m de- i 

'^^ pnvm^ 
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priving you of that juftice your feveral cafes en^lfe J 
yott to. Which confideration now operates mridiin 
mCi fuggcftingy perfuading, and even compeifitij me 
to fliew in your behalf, the «nd ^nd aim for whicfi 
heaven fent me into this virorld, and made me pro^ 
fcfs the order of knight-errantry, by which I antr 
bound by oath, to fuccour the needy and opprefled f 
but becaufe I know, that one maxim of prudence is^ 
not to do that by foul means which can be accom- 
plifhed by fair, I befeech Mr. Comnriflary and the 
guards to unchain and let you depart in peace : the 
king wilt not want people to ferve him on better occa- 
iions ; and I think it is very hard to enflave thofe w^honx 
God and nature have maae free. Befide», gentlemen 
foldiers, added the knight, thoie poor people have 
committed no offence againft you ; and every body' 
hath fins to anfwcr for. There is a God in li^eaven^ 
who will take care to chaftife the wicked and reward 
the righteous 4 and it is not feemly, that boneft men 
(hould be the executioners of their fellow-creatures, 
on account of matters with which they have na con-^ 
cern. This favour I entreat in a nuld and peace- 
able manner i and if you grant my reoueft, will dbank 
you heartily : whereas if you refute to do queitly 
what I defirct this lance and fword, with the valour 
of my invincible arm, ihaU make you do it on com- 
pulfion/' 

" A fine joke, truly f replied the conmiffary : he 
has brought his harangue to a very merry conclufion ; 
defiling us to fet at liberty the king's prifoners, as if 
we had authority to grant, or he to demand, their 
difcharge. I wifti your worlhip wpuld go about 
your budnefs, and fet to rights that bafon on your 
(kul), without going in queil of a cat with three feet.** 
<< You are a cat and a rat and a fcoundrel to boot," 
replied the knight, attacking him with fuch wonder- 
ful difp'atch that he had not time to put himfelf in a 
polture of defence, fo was thrown from his |^orfe>^ 

danger- 
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dangcroufly wounded by a thriift of the knight-^ 
lance. And it happened luckilv that this was one 
of the tMTD who had firelocks. The reft of the guard 
were ^t iirft aftoniihed and confounded at this unex- 
pefted afllault ; but they foon recolic£led themielvcs, 
and the horfemen drawing their fwords, while thofe 
on foot handled their javelins^ fet upon Don Quisote 
in theix turn, who waited for them with vail compo- 
fure I and doubtlefs he would have fared ill, if the 
galley-flaves, feeing a fair occafion offered of gaiiv 
ing tlieir liberty, had not made iiiift to obtain ir, by 
"breaking the chain with which they were fettered* 
SucH was the confufion, that the guards, betM'eeii 
their endeavours to detain the flaves who were un- 
bound, and their efforts again ft Don Quixote, who 
aifauked them, could do nothing at all effedlual. Saiv- 
choj for his part, aflifted in difengaging Gines dc Pafla- 
monte, who being the firft that leaped free and dit- 
encumbered on the plain, attacked the wounded 
commiflary, and robbed him of his fword and mulket, 
-with which, pointing at one, and taking aim at an- 
other, without firing, however, in a trice there was 
not one of the guards to be feen j for they made 
the beft of their way, not only from Paflamonte's 
firelock, but alfo from the (howcr of ftones which 
was rained upon them by the reft of the flaves, who 
liad by this time difengaged themfclves, 

Sancho was 'infinitely grieved at this event, rcprc- 
fenting to himfelf, that thofe who fled would inftantly 
give notice of the aflair to the holy brotherhood, 
which, upon the tolling of a bell, would imme- 
diately fally forth in fearch of the delinquents. This 
fuppofition he fuggefted to his mafter, whom he iu- 
treated to depart forthwith, and conceal himfelf fome- 
where in the neighbouring mountain. " That may 
be a very good expedient, faid Che knight ; but 1 
know what is proper for me to do at prefeiit," He 
then called to the flaves, wlio were all in confufion, 

and 
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and after they had phindercd and ftripped the com- 
tniflary to the fkin, tney aflcmbled round him ia a cir- 
cle in order to receive his commands, and he a«.cofted 
tbem in this manner ; *^ It is the duty of honeil men 
to be thankful for benefits received ; and one of the 
fins that gives the greateft ofFence to God, is ingra- 
titude. This truth I obferve, genaemen, bccaufe you 
muft be fenfible, by manifeft experience, of that which 
you have received from me ; as an acknowledgment 
Tor wKch, it is my will and pkafure, that you fet 
out immediately, loaded Vs^ith that chain from which 
I have delivered your neck, and repairing to the city 
of Tobofo, there prefent yourfelves before the lady 
Dulcinca del Tobofo, and tell her that her Knight 
cf the Rueful Countenance hath fent you to her,' 
with his hearty commendations. You fhall alfo 
punftually recount to her every circumilance df this 
famous adventure, even to the granting you that liberty 
you fo ard€tltly^\'iflled for: and this duty being perform- 
ed, you may go a God's name whltherfocvcr you lift." 
To this command Gines de Paflamonte, in the 
name of all the reft, anfwefed, ** What your worfhip 
commands, moft worthy deliverer, is of all impoffi- 
bilities the moft impoQible to fulfil. For we muft 
J)y no means travel in a body, but fingle and di- 
vided, and each by himfelf endeavour to abfcond 
within the bowels of the earth, in order to avoid the 
•lioly brotherhooti, which will doubtlefs come out 
•in learch of us. But your worfhip may, and it is but 
juftice you ihould, change that fervice and tribute iiv 
•tended for my lady Dulcinca del Tobofo, into a cer- 
tain nuniibcr' of Ave-maria's and Credo's, which wc 
will fay for your profperity: and this is a duty wc 
x:an fulfil by night as well as by day, in motion and 
at reft, and in peace as well as in war : but to fup- 
pofe that we will now return to the flelh-pots of 
-^gyP^ I mean to tlie carriage of our chain, and take 
the road' to Tobofo^ is to fuppoffe that it is now mid- 
night, 
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niglit, diough }t wants little more than two hours of 
nobn : and indeed, to expeQ; this condefcendon of 
«is, is like cxpefting pears from' an elm.'* 

" Then by heavens 1 faid Don Quixote in a rage, 
Don Son'of a whore, Don Ginefelly de Parapifla, or 
whatfocver is thy name, you Ih^U go alone, with 
your tail between your legs, and carry the whole 
chain upon your own fboulders." PafTamonte, who 
'was none of the mod paflive people in the worlds 
liaving already fmoaked the knight's weat fide^ from 
the mad aftion he had committed in giving them 
their freedoraj and finding himfelf treated by him in 
this haughty manner, tipped the wink to his com- 

E anions, who retiring with him, at a litfle diftance, 
egan to (bower forth a number of ftones upon their 
deliverer, that he could not contrive how to cover 
himfelf with his fhield : and poor Rozinante minded 
die fpur no more, than if he had been made of braf$« 
Sancho retired behind his afs, which (heltered hinv 
from the ftorm of hail that dcfcended on them both : 
but his mafbsr could not icreen himfelf fo well, as to 
avoid an infinite number of pd)ble ihot, which took 
place. upon difierent parts of his body, fome of them 
with fuch force, that he came tumbKng to the ground ; 
and no foonet was he fallen, than the ftudent fet 
upon him, and fnatching the bafon frorti his head, 
made a mod furious ^plicati«n of it to the knight's 
ihoulders, and tl^n dafhed it upon the ground widi 
fuch ^orce, that it went Into a thoufand pieces. They 
likewife dripped him joi a * jacket he wore above his 
armour^ and would even have taken his hofe» had aat' 



* It was the aaSkom of kniglits t« ^vfear a coat of asm* made of 
Come rich fluff fijgwrd in a particiUar manner. The duke of Bra^aftt 
beinf^ caUed ii^ a hwfy.to th^ hattl^ of A^oonrt,, took a trumpet- 
er's haaoer, atid.maiki^ a Mie thrott|^h ihe middle .put ift over hit 

iiead, aad wei« it m hit coal of armt. 
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his greaves been in the way : they plundered Sancho 
of nis great coat, leaving him in his doublet and 
hofe, and dividing the fpoils of the battle among 
them, each took his own (eparate route, more anxi- 
ous to efcape the holy brotherhood which they dread- 
ed, than to load themfelves with the chain again, 
and go to prefent themfelves before the lady Dul- 
cinea delTobofo* 

The afs and Rozinante, Sancho and Don Quixote, 
were the only perfons remaining on the field. Dap- 
ple, with his nead hanging down in a penfive attitude, 
and every now and then (baking his ears, as if he 
imagined the hurricane of (lones that whizzed about 
tliem, was not yet over ; Rozinante lying ftretched 
upon the ground, to which, like his mailer, he was 
humbled by a pebble : Sancho in his doublet terrified 
at the thoughts of the holy brotherhood; and Don 
Quixote exceffivcly out of humour, at feeing him- 
felf fo ill requited by thofe people whom he had 
ferved in fucn an efleiuial manner. 



CHAP. IX. 

Of what befel the renowned Don Quixote in th^ 
brown mountain ; being one of the moft furprl- 
fing adventures which is recounted in this true 
hiitory. ^ 

J^ON Qmxote finding himfelf fo evil entreated, 
^^ _ faid to his fquire, *• I have always heard it ob- 
ferved, Sancbo, that benefits conferred on bafe-mind- 
cd people arc like drops of water thrown into the fea. 
Had I taken thy advice, I might have avoided this 
vexation : but now the affair is over, we muft have 
recourfe to patience, and tak^ warning for the future.* 
•* Yes, replied Sancho, your worftiip will take warn- 
ing as fure ' as I am a Turk j bdt, fiiicc you allow, 
fhat if' you had taken my ^dvic^ Vbu would have 
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avoided this misfortuney take my advice now9 and you 
avoid a greater ftill ! for I give you notice, that all 
your errantry will (land you ,in little (lead againft the 
holy brotherhood, who don't value all the knights- 
errant in the univerfe three farthings : and, in faith> 
tliis minute, methinks I hear their arrows buzzing 
about my ears." ** Thou art naturally a coward, 
Sancho, faid the knight ;. but. that thou mayeft have 
no reafon to fay I am obftinate, and never follow 
thy counfel, for once thou ftialt prevail : I will retreat 
from the danger thou dreadeft fo much ; but it fhall 
be on condition, that thou fhalt never, either in life 
or death, hint to any perfon whatfoever, that I retired, 
and avoided this peril through fear, but merely in com- 
pliance with thy earneft requeft : for to fay other- 
wife would be to propagate falfehood : and from this 
hour to that, and from that hour to this, I give thee 
the lie, and affirm thou lieft, and wilt lie as often as 
thou (halt fay or think any fuch thing : make no re- 
ply therefore ; the very thought of my being fup- 
pofed to abfcond, or retreat from, danger, elpecially 
from this, as it implies fome fort of fliadow of le^r, in- 
fpires me with fuch courage, that here am I, alone, 
ready to remain and expeft not only the holy brother- 
hood, which thou haft mentioned with fear and trem- 
bling, but alfo the brothers of the twelve tribes of 
Ifrael, thofe of the feven Maccabees, with Caftor and 
Pollux, and all the brethren and brotherhoods in the? 
univerfe," " Sir," replied Sancho, " to retreat is not tc^ 
fly, nor is it prudent to tarry when the danger over-*' 
balances the hope : and it is always the praftice o£ 
wife people, to rcXerve fome thing for to-morfow» 
without venturing all upon one caft ; and you mu(fc 
. knov/, that though I be a ruftic and a clown, I have all 
my life- time had a fmall fliare of what is called good 
conduft : wherefore you need not repent of having 
. taken my advice, but mount Rozinante, if you can ; 
if not, I will lend you my afTillance, and foUow me ; 
Vol. L L for 
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for this noddle of mine tells me, that at prefeiit we 
have more need of heels than of hands." 

Don Quixote accordingly mounted, without the 
leaft reply, and Sancho leading the way upon his afs, 
they took refuge in that part of the brown mountain 
which was neareft, the fquire intending to go quite 
-acrofs to Vifo or Almodavar del Campo, after they 
fliould have lurked for fortie days amongft the rocks, 
that they might not be found, in cafe the holy bro- 
therhood fliould come in fearch of them : he was 
encouraged to this refolution, by feeing, ti^t in 
the ♦ fcuffle with the galley (laves, the provifions his 
afs carried had efcaped untouched ; a oircumftance 
that, in his opinion, amounted to a mifacie', con- 
fidering what tlie thieves had taken, and how bar- 
Towly they had fearched. 

That evening they arrived in the very heart of the 
Sierra Morena f , where Sancho propofed to fpend 
the night, and even to pafs a few days, at leaft ftay 
as long as their (lore (hould laft : accordingly t^e^ 
took up their lodging between two rocks in the midft 
of a great number of cork trees : but fate, which, 
;u:cording to the opinion of thofe who do not enjoy 
the light of the true faith, guides, condu£ls, and dil- 
pofes all tilings after its own way, ordained that 
Gines de PaiTamonte, that famous robber and cheat, 
nAiO had been delivered from tbj chain by the valour 
and madhefs of Don Quixote; I fay, fate ordained 
that he, impelled by the fear of the holy brother- 
hood, which he did not dread without good reafon, 

V 

* This is an orerfight of the^ author, who fccms to have forgot 
that Sancho loft his wall«t at the inn, and was rohbed by the galley- 
jlaves of the great coat or doak, in which he carried the remains of 
that proTlfion he had taken f^om thofe who attended the dead Mj 
towards Segovia. 

A f chain of duflcy motmtaxns that divide Caftlk £rom Aoda< 
)ufia 

hap* 
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happened likewife to take refuge in thofe mountains ; 
and even to be carried by this fear to the fame place 
whither the fame principle had direftcd Don Quixote 
and Sancho Panza juft time enough to know who 
the^ were, notwithftanding their bemg gone to fleep 
As the M?icked are always ungrateful, and neceffity 
puts them to their fliifts, and the profcnt convenience 
overcomes the profpeft of future quiet ; Gines, who 
was neither grateful nor good-natured, refolvcd to 
fteal Sancho's afs, undervaluing Rozinante, as a fub- 
jcct . that he could neither pawn nor fell -, accord- 
ingly, 'while the fquire was aflefcp, he ftole Dapple, 
^ad before morning was gone far enough to elude all 
pUrruUJ 

T^er . appearance of Aurora that rejoices the earth, 
had V ta uite contrary effect upon Sancho Panza, who 
miflJiir his Dapple, and fearching for him in vain, 
bega^^lo utter the moft woeful lamentation that ever 
was ipt^rd ; and Don Quixote, waked by the noife, 
heard him exclaiming in tlii« manner : " O Sqn 
of my bowels ! born in my houfe, the play-fellow of 
my children, the delig'ht of my fpoufe, the envy pf 
my neighbours, and -comforter of my cares ! in fliort, 
the half of my fuftenance : for with fix and twenty 
maraveJis which thou haft daily earned, did I defray - 
one half of my family expence." Don Quixote hear- 
ing this complaint, and being informed of the caufc, 
confoled Sancho with all the arguments in his power, 
and begging him to have patience, promifed to give 
him a bill of . exchange, on fight of which he fliould 
receive three afles out of five, which the knight had 
left at home* Sancho being comforted with this de- 
claration, dried up his tears, moderated his fighs, 
and returned a thoufand thanks to Don Quixote for 
his generofity. As they fauntered among the rocks, 
the knight's heart was rejoiced to fee places fo well 
. adapted to thofe adventures he w'as in quell of ; for 
tiky recalled to bis remembrance thofe wonderful 

La everfti 
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' events which had happened to knights-errant among 
fuch rocks and folitudes : he went on mufing on 
thefe fubjcfts, and indeed fo wrapt up and engrofTed 
' by them, that he minded nothing elfe : while San- 
cho's only care, now that he thought he travelled 
in fafety, was to fatisfy his appetite with what re- 
mained of the fpoils of the clergy : he therefore jog- 
ged on leifurely after his mafter *, fitting fidc-ways 
en his afs, and replenifhing his own bags out of that 
which contained the provifion ; and while he was 
thus employed, would not have given a farthing for 
the beft adventure that could happen. 

Chancino, however, to lift up his eyes, he perceived 
his mafter had ftopt, and was endeavouting, with the 
point of his lance, to raife fome bundle that lay upon 
the ground : he therefore haftened up to him, in or- 
der to lend his affiftance, fhould it be found jgecefTary, 
and arrived juft as the knight had turned up with his 
lance, a pillion with a portmanteau fixed to it, all 
rotted and confumed by the weather 5 but fo heavy, 
that Sancho was obliged to alight, in order to take 
them up. His mafter haying ordered him to examine 
the contents of the portmanteau, he obeyed with 
great alacrity, and though it was ftiut witn a chain 
and padlock, there were fo many holes in it, that he 
foon reached the infide, where he found four fhirts of 
' fine hoUand, with other provifion of lioen, equal- 
' ly fafliionable and clean, together with i .pretty large 
theap of crowns of gold, wrapt up in a rag^ which he 
no fooner perceived, than he cried in a rapture, 
•* Bleffed be Heaven for granting us one advantageous 
"adventure !*' then continuing his fearch, he found a 
' pocket-bock richly garnifticd, M^hich Don Quixote 
defited to have, oidding him keep the motiey for 



* Here Cervantes iiath been caugKt napping by the criticks, who ' 
ftbferve, that Sancho could not be mounted on the tbf iKrhlch «ru» 
^m juil now iloleu by Gines PafTamonte* * 

hi« 
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his own ufe. Sancto kifled his hand for the favour^ 
and taking tKe linen out of the portmanteau, crammed 
it into the bag that held their provifion. 

The knight having confidered the whole affair^ 
" Sancho,'* faid he, " I am of opinion, and I cannot 
poflibly be miftaken, that fome bewildered traveller, 
lA his pafTage over thefe mountains, has been fet up- 
on by robbers, who having flain him, muft hiave 
dragged his body to be buried in this unfrequented 
place." ** That cannot be the cafe,'* anfwercd the 
fquire ; ** for if they had been robbers, they would 
not have left the money behind them " *• Thou art 
in the right," faid Don Quixote j "and I cannot 

fuefs nor conceive what the matter can have been* 
-et us fee if there be any thing written in this pock-^ 
ct-book, by which we may trace out and come to the 
certainty of what we want to know.'* He opened it 
accordingly and the firft « thing he found was the. 
tough draught, though very legible, of a fonhet, which; 
he read aloud for the . benefit of Sancho, in thefc 
words: 

L. 

T OVE either cruel is or Wind % 
-— Ojr ftill unequal to the caufe> 
Is this diftemper of the mind. 

That with infernal torture gnaws« 

11. 

But Lovers a god, and cruelty 

In heavenly breafts can never dwell t 

Then fay by what authority, 
I'm doom'd to feel the pains of hell ? 

in. 

Of all my fufFerings and ray woe. 
Is Chloe then the fatal fource ? 
Sure ill from good can never flow, 
. Nor fo much beauty gild a curfe* 

L 3 
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With hopelefs mifery weigVd down, 

['11 feek for quiet in the grave ; 
For when the malady's unknown, 

A miracle alone can lave. 

** From fiich rhime/'faid Sancho," there is no infor- 
mation to be got, unlefs by that clue* we could come 
to the bottom of the affair," "What clue doft thou 
mean ?" faid the knight, " The clue your worfiiip 
mentioned juft now in th-e fonnet," anfwered the 
, fquire. *' I mentioned no clue," replied Don Quixote, 
" but Chfoe, which is without doubt the name of the 
lady of whom the author of thefe yerfes complains ; 
and really he muft have been a very ingenious poet, 
or elfc I know Very little of the art." " Then your 
worfhip underftands crambo ?" faid the fquire. "Bet- 
ter than you imagine," anfwered the knight, ** as you 
will fee when you carry from me a letter to my miftrefs 
Bulcinea del Tobofo, written in verfe from top to 
bottom ; for thou muft know, Sancho, that all, or 
the greateft parts of the knights-errant who lived in 
former ages, were very much addifted to poetry and 
mufic; thefe two qualities, or rather gifts of nature, 
being annexed to all errants iniovc : though the truth 
is, their couplets were rather fprightly than elegant." 
**I wifli your worflup would read on," faid Sancho; 
** perhaps you may nnd fomething more to our fatis- 
faftion." Accordingly the knight having turned over 
the leaf, " Here is profe," faid he, " and feems to be a 



* A« it it impoffible to|>referve the original blunden of Sancho, 
who miftakes Fili or PhiUis, for Hilo, that lignifies a thread, we 
are obliged to fubftitute another^ by changing Phillis into Chloe, 
which fiancho, ia Engtifli, mig^t have ascaturailf mifiaken for a 
clue ; and by this expedient thelenfe of the pafiage is not hart, and 
l>)>t y^ry little altered. 

letter." 
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letter.'* Sancho afklng if it was upon bufinefsyhis maf- 
ter replied, " In the beginning there was nothing 
but k>ve," " Pray, Sir," cried Sancho, " read it aloud ; 
for I am highly delighted with matters of love." 
" With all my heart,'* anfwered Don Quixote, 
who raifing his voice, in compliance with the Iquire's 
requ^ft, read what follows : 

** Xhy falfe promifes, together with the certainty 
of my misfortune^ have exiled me to a corner of the 
world, from whence thou wilt hear an account of 
my death, before this my complaint (hall reach thine 
cars. Thou haft caft me off, ungrateful as .tliou art ! 
in favour of one, who, though he is a richer, is not a 
more deferving lover than me : for if virtue were the 
wealth th^t is moft efteemed, I ihould have no caufe 
tp envy the happinefs of others, or to bewail my 
own inifhap; What thy beauty had raifed, thy be- 
haviour has, overthrown: by the firft I miftook thee 
for an angel $ by the laft I difcovered thee to be a 
woman. Maycft thou live in peace, fair authorefs 
of my^ misfortunes v and heaven grant that the de- 
ceit of thy huiband may never be difciofed, that 
thou mayeft never repent of what thou haft done>. 
nor I enjoy the revenge I do notdefire/' 

Don Quixote having read this letter, obferved, that 

nothing elfe could be inferred either from it, or thc^' 

"verfes, but that the author was fome defpairing to- 

▼er. Then perufing the reft of the book, he. found 

more verfes and letters, fome legible, and others not 

iiltclligible ; but the fubftance of them all was com- 

pofed of complaints, lamentations, fufpicions, defires, 

difgufts, favours, apd difdain, fome of which were 

extolled and others deplored. While Don Quixote 

examined the book, Sancho rummaged the portman* 

teau, without leaving a corner in that or the pillion^ 

which he did not fearch, pry into, and overhaul : no 

(earn was left unript, no lock of wool unpicked, that 

nothing might be loft through negligence and want o£ 

L 4 care5» 
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care 5 fo much was his cupidity awakened, by find- 
ing the money, which amounted to more than an 
hundred crowns : and though he reaped no other fruit 
from hisinduftry, he thought himfelf abundantly re- 
quited for his capers in the blanket, his vomit of the 
balfara, the bencdidlion of the pack-ftaves, the fifty- 
. cuffs of the carrier, the lofs of his bags, the robbery 
of his great coat, with air the hunger, tliirft, and 
fatigue he had undergone in the fervicc of his worthy 
mailer, who had made him more than amends by 
his generous prefent of this windfall. 

The knight of the Rueful* Countenance was impa- 
tient to know the owner of the portmanteau ; con- 
jcfturing by the fonnet, the letter, the gold, and the 
fine linen, that he muft be fome lover of quality, 
whom the difdain and barbarity of his miftrefs had 
driven to fome defperate end : but, as in that un- 
inhabited and rocky place, there was nobody who 
could give him the information he wanted, he re- 
folved to penetrate ftill farther into the hiountaiui 
without taking any other toad than what Rozinante 
ihbuld chufe for his own coriveniicncy, ftill confidant 
of meeting with fome ftrange adventure among thcfc 
briars and brambles. 

As he went on, entertaining himfelf with thefe re- 
fleftions, he perceived upon the top of a hill, right' 
before him, a man fkippiii'g froni bufh to buih, and 
Tock to rock, with wondferful agility: his body 
feemed naked, his beard hlack and bufliy, his air 
long and matted, his feet unihod, his legs bare, and- 
his thighs covered with breeches, ^hich to all appear- 
ance were of crimfon, but fo ragged, that Kis fkin 
appeared through many different holes, while his head 
was without any fort of covering. Notwithftandlng 
the nimblenefs with which he paffed, all thefe mi- 
riute circumftauTCS were ften and remarked by thef 
Iniight of the Rueful Countehance, who in vain at- 
tempted^ to follow him } thofe rough roads, beinj 

- - quite 
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<]uite unpayable by the feeble Rozinante/which was 
3iaturally phlegmatic and tender-footed. However, 
3[X)n Quixote concluded that this muft be the owner 
of the pillion and portmanteau, and determined with- 
in himfelf to find him out, although he fliould travel a 
^ivhole year through the mountains for that very pur^ 
pofe. With this view he ordered Sancho to alight, an4 
take a fliort cut over one part of the mountain, while 
lie fhould go round -ihe other ; and by this cxpedii* 
cnt they might come up with the man who had fo 
fuddenly vanilhed from their fight- ** That propo— 
fill I can by no means comply with," anfwered the 
fquirc ; " for if I ftir but an inch from your worfhiji, 
fear inftantly lays hold on me, and aflaults me in a 
thoufandhorrid Ihapes and vifions ; and let this ferve 
to apprife you, that henceforward I will not budg^. 
a finger's breadth from your prefence." *' Be it 
fo, *'faid he of the Rueful Countenance j'* **and I am. 
very glad that thou canft avail thyfelf of my courage, 
wUch fliall never fail thee, even if thy foul (hould^ 
fail thy body : follow me therefore, ftep by ftep, cir. 
at thy own leifure : and ufe thine eyes like two, fpy-- 
glaiTes : we will take a compafs round this, little 
mountain, and perhaps we may njeet again, with that 
man who is certainly no other than the owner of what 
we found. To this obfervation, Sancho replied,. 
" Methinks we may fave ourfclves. that trouble j for 
if, upon finding him, he Ihould, prove to be the owner 
of the money, I muft of courfe make reftitution : 
therefore we had better fpare all this fruitlefs fearch, 
and keep it bona,fidey. until the true owner appear of 
himfelf, without all this intricate enquiry : and before 
that happens, perhaps I- (hall have (pent the whole, 
and then I fliall be difcharged by Uw.*** ** In that 
notion thou, art miftaken, Sancho,'* refumed. the 
knight 5 "for a& we haye already good grounds, to be- 
lieve that he is the. owner, it is our duty to find him 
out and:reftpre what, we have taken ; anqr though we 

L i • flioulA 
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ihould not find him, the ftrong reafon we have to 
believe that it belongs to him will make us eqiially 
guilty in detaining it, as we fhould be, if it really 
did. Wherefore, friend Sancho, do not give thyfelf 
any uneafinefs about the inquiry ; becaufe if we find 
him, I fliall be freed from a great deal of anxiety/' 
So faying, he put fpurs to Kozin^nte, and Sancho 
followed in his ufual manner. Having furrounded 
part of the mountaiji, they found in a brook that wa- 
tered the foot of it, a dead mule faddled and bridled, 
and half confumed by the dogs and crows : another 
circumftance which confirmed them in the opinion, 
that he who fled from them was matter both of the 
mule and portmanteau. 

While they were looking at this objeft, they heard 
•a fliepherd's whittle, and prcfcntly on the left ap- 
peared a good number of goats, and behind them, 
on the top of the mountain, they defcried the goat- 
herd, who feemed to be a man in years. Don Quixote 
calling aloud, intreated him to come down ; and he, 
in the fame tone, aiked what had brought them to 
that place, which was feldom trodden except by the 
feet of goats, wolves, and other wild beafts that baiv 
boured thereabouts ? Sancho bade him come down, 
and tliey would tell him what had brought them thi- 
ther ; upon which the goat-herd defcended, and com- 
ing up to Don Quixote, *' FU wager," faid he, ^that 
you are looking at the hireling mule which lies dead 
in that bottom, where in good (both it hath lain full 
fix months. Pray, have you met with its matter ?** 
" We have met with nothing," anfwered the knight, 
" but a pillion and portmanteau, which we found not 
far from hence." " I have often feen the fame things,** 
replied the goat-herd, *' but would never touch nor go 
near them, being afraid of fome misfortune 5 or of 
bein^ queftioned for theft ; for the devil is very cun- 
ning, and raifes blocks under our feet, over which 
we llurable, and very often fall, without knowing 

how 
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how or "wherefore." ^* That is the very thing I fay, 
anfwered Sancho, " though I faw them alfo, I would 
not go within a ftone's throw of them : there I left 
them^ and there they remained as they were j for I 
don't chufe to ileal a dog with a collar about his. 
neck *." " Prithee, honeft friend," faid Don Quixote,, 
" doll thou know who the owner of thefe things 
is ?"■ *« All that I can fay of the matter," anfwered. 
the goat-herd, •* is, that it may be about ^x. months,, 
more or lefs, (ince there came to our hut, which is. 
about three leagues from hence, a very genteel young, 
man of a comely appearance, riding upon that very 
mule that now lies dead, with the fame pillion and! 
portmanteau which you fay you found." He afked. 
what part of the mountain was the moft woody and. 
concealed^ and we told him that it was this very fpot 
where we now are ; and it is fo, for if you go naif a., 
league farther into the mountain, you will, perhaps,, 
find it a very difficult matter to return : and I mar- 
vel much how you have got fo far, for there is. 
neither high-road nor by-path that leads to- thisi 
place. But, as I was faying,, the young man hear- 
ing our reply,, turned his mule, and rode towards the 
place to which we had direfted him, leaving us alE 
ver/ much pleafed with his appearance,^ though not 
a little furprifed at his q^ueftion, and the fpeed witb 
which we fa.w him ride back into^the heart of the^ 
mountain : from that time we faw no more of him, 
till a few days after, when he fprung upon one ofT 
our Ihepherds on tlie road, and without faying why. 
or wherefore, beat and bruifed him .unmercifully ;, 
after which he went to the furapter-afs, and carrying^ 
off all the bread and cheefe. that was. on his back,.. 



* Methinks it is inconfiftcnt'wilhvthe charader of the koight, ta 
allow Sancho to tell fuch a fraudulent untruth in his hearing ; nor. 
18 Pansia's behaviour on this occaHtin mv£h for the honour of hiy. 
fiinplicity^ 

L.6. witfti 
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with furprifing nimblenefs, ran back again to the 
thicket. As loon as we underftobd this particular, 
fcveral of us goat-herds went in fearch of him, through 
the mod wild and unfrequented part of the moun- 
tain, for the fpace of two days, at the end of which 
we found him lying in the hollow of a large cork 
tree. He came out to us in a very civil manner, 
with his cloaths all torn, and his face fo tanned and 
disfigured by the fun, that we fhould fcarce have 
known him, had not his cloaths, tattered as they 
were, which we had before taken particular notice of, 
©flured us that he was the perfon we went in fearch 
of. He fainted us very courteoufly, and in a few 
words, thougl> very well chofen, bade us not wonder 
at feeing him in that condition ; for he was obliged 
in that manner to do periance, which had been in- 
joined lum, on acconnt of his manifold fins and 
tranfgreffions. We earneftly begged to know who he 
was, but that he never could be prevailed upon to 
tell : we defired him alfo, whenever he fhould have 
occafion for food, without which he could not lire, 
to tell us where we fliolild find him, and we would 
. bring it to him with great care and afteftionj or 
if that was not to his liking, we defired him to alk it 
civilly, without taking it by force. He thanked us 
kindly for our tenders of fervice, begged pardon for 
the affaults he had committed, and promifed for the 
future to alk it for God's fake, without giving of- 
fence to any perfon whatfoever. With regard to the 
place of his habitation, he faid, he had no other than 
that which chance prefented every night when it grew 
dark ; and concluded his difcourfe with fuch piteous 
lamentation,' that our hearts muft- have been made 
of flint, if we fliould have heard it without fliedding 
tears, confidering the woeful change he had under- 
i;one fince we faw him at firft : for, as I have already 
obfcrved, he was a genteel, comely youth, and by 
his courteous and polite difcOurfe^ ihewed himfeJf 

to 
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to be a perfon of good birth and excellent breeding : 
and though we who heard him were only home- 
bred country people, the gentility of *iiis carriage was 
eafily perceived by our clownifh ignorance. ' In the 
midil of this converfation that pafled between him and 
VIS, he grew filent all of a fudden, and nailed, as it 
•were, his eyes to the ground, for a confiderable fpace 
of time, during which we remained in fufpence and 
no fmall concern, to fee the efFe£i: of this uupefac-* 
tion ; for by his flaring at the ground for a good 
^vhile, M'ithout moving his eye-lids, then {hutting 
thenn clofe and biting his lips, and then drawing up 
the'fkin of his forehead, we could eafily perceive that 
he was feized with forae fit of madnefs ; and he foon 
confirmed the truth of our opinion ; for he fprung 
Tip with furprifing force from rfie ground on which 
he had thrown himfelf, and attacked the perfon who 
vras next to him with fuch rage and refolution, that 
if we had not taken him ofF, he would have beaten 
and bit him to death ; crying aloud all the time, 
** Ha, treacherous Fernando i Now flialt thou pay 
for the injury thou haft done me. Thefe hands Ihalf 
tear out thy heart, in which all kinds of wickediiefs, 
particularly fraud and deceit, are harboured and 
dVell !" To thefe he added other expreflions, tend- 
ing to reproach that Fernando with treachery and 
bafenefs.- When we had got our friend out of his 
clutches, with no fmall trouble, he went off without 
fpeaking another word, and ran at full fpeed among 
thefe flirubs and bramWes, fo as that it was impofc 
fible for us to follow him. From thefe things we 
conjefture^^ that his madncfs came upon him by fits, 
and that fome perfon of the name of Fernando muft 
"" have done him fome deadly wrong, which hath driven 
him to diftraftion. Indeed this conjefture has been 
fince confirmed by his different behaviour onl diverfe 
occafions, when he hath met with our ihephcrds, from 
whom he hath fometimcs begged part of tlicir provv* 

fion^ 
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lion, and at other times hath taken it by force; 
for when the fit of lunacy is upon him, though they 
pfier it of theiriown free will, he will not accept of 
i( peaceably without coming to blows ; but when 
he is in his right fenfes, he begs it for God's fake» 
in a very courteous and civil manner, and returns 
many thanks for the favour, accompanied with abun- 
dance of tears. And, truly gentlemen, added the 
goat-heri^, I and four more country lads, two of them 
my own fervants, and the other two friends of mine, 

Jefterday refolved to go in fearch of him, and after 
aving found him, to carry him, either by force or 
fair means, to the city of Almodavar, which is about 
eight leagues from hence, and there have him cured, 
if he be curable; or learn of hirn, when he is in 
his. fenfes, who he is, or whether or not he has any 
relations to whom we may give an account of his 
misfortune* This, gentlemen, is all I can fay, in 
.anfwer to the queftions you aiked; and you may 
take it for granted, that the owner of the goods you 
found, is the very fame perfon whom you faw ftip 
about, half naked,, with fuch agility i" for Don 
Quixote had faid that they had feen a' man in that 
condition, leaping from rock to rock* 

The knight was verv much furprifed at this* in- 
formation of the goat-nerd, which making him ftill 
more impatient to know who this unfortunate luna- 
tic was, he determined with himfelf to put his for- 
mer deCgn in execution, and go in queft of him, 
through mc whole mountain, without leaving a cave 
or corner unfearched until he {hould find him.. But 
accident wziy more his friend on this occafion than 
he could either imagine or expert.;, for at that in<!- 
flant, the young man of himfelf appeared in. die 
.cleft of a rock hard by the place where they flood i 
and came towards tKem, muttering fomething to 
himfelf which they could not have underflood, had 
he b^ea near, much lefs as he was, at fome diflance 

fromi 
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from them. F^is equipage was juft as it has been 
defcribed ; but as he approached, Don Quixote per- 
ceived that his bufF doublet, though torn to rags, 
ftill retained the perfume : from whence he conclud- 
ed, that the perfon who wore fuch drefs, could not 
be a man of the loweft rank. When he came up, 
he faluted them very politely, though with a hoarfe 
mif^tuned voice ; and the falutation was returned with 
no Icfs courtefy by Don Quixote, who alighting from 
Rozinante, with genteel and graceful deportment, 
went and embraced the ftranger, whom he drained 
within his arms a good while, as if he had beea a 
very old acquaintance. The other, who might have 
been called the Tatterdemalion of the Diftrafted, as 
Don Quixote was ftiled the knight of the Rueful 
Countenance, after having fubmitted to this embrace^ 
ftept biack, and laying his hands, on the {boulders of 
tlie knight, ftood looking attentively in. his face, in 
order to recoUcft him ; no lefs aftoniflied, perhaps, 
at the figure, mien, and armour of Don Quixote, 
than this laft was. furprifed at his forlorn appear-* 
ance. At length,, the firft who broke filence after 
the embrace was the ragged youth, who fpoke what 
you may read ia th^ following chapter.. 

CHAP. X. 

The continuation of the adventure in the Sierra 

Morena. 

'T^HE hiftory relates, that Don Quixote Hftencd 
•*• with vaft attention to the fhabbylknight of the 
mountain^ who began the converfation. thus: *^ Af^ 
furedly, fignor, though I have not the honour to 
know who you are, I thank you heartily for thofe ex- 
preilions of kindnefs with which you treat me ^^ and 
wi(h I were in fuch a fituation as would enable me 
to repay (bis courteous reception with fomething 

mor« 
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more than mere good-will : but mf haplefs fortune 
affords me nothing to offer in return for the ciyilities 
that arc (hewn me, except a hearty inclination to 
make a more adeouate fatisfadion." ** My will and 
dcfire, anfwered Don Quixote, to fervc you is fa 
ftrong, that I was determined not to quit thefe 
mountains until I had found you, and learned of 
yourfelf, whether or not the grief you manifcfl in 
this ftrange courfe of life, could be alleviated by any 
kind of remedy, for which, Kad need required, I 
would have fearched with all poflible diligence : and 
had your misfortune been fuch as fhut up all the 
avenues to advice and redrefs, I was refolved to join 
your lamentations, and bemoan your mifery to the 
utmoft of my power: for in all misfortunes, the 
greateft confolation is a fympathifing friend : and 
if this my friendly intention deferves the leaft return 
of civility, I entreat you, fignor, by that courtefy 
which I fee you fo eminently poflefs, and moreover 
conjure you by that objeft, which of all others in 
this life you have moft loved, 6r are moft in love 
with, to tell me who you are, and- inform me of the 
caufe that brings you to live and die in this folitude^ 
like the brute beafts among which you dwell, fo difitr- 
ent from that rank and fituation to which your ap- 
pearance and perlbn declare you are intitled. And I 
fwear by the order of chivalfy which I have received,, 
unworthy finner that I am ! and by the profeflion of 
a knight-errant, that if you comply with this my re- 
queft, I will ferve you with that earneftnefs which 
my duty obliges me to exprcfs ; either in remedying 
your mifhap, if it admits of remedy, or in condoling 
with you, as I have already promiled." The Knight 
of the Wood, hearing him of the Rueful Countenance 
talk in this manner, could do nothing for fome time 
but gaze, and ftare, and furvey him from head to 
foot: at length, having examined him thoroughly,, 
he fcud, « If you have got any food, for God*8 fake 

fpare 
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fpare me a little ; and after I fliall have eaten it, I 
will do as you defire, in return for the civility you 
now fliew me." 

Sancho immediately pulled from his bag, and thtf 
goat-herd from his fcrip, fome viftuals to appeafe the 
hunger of the tatterdemalion, who fwallowed what 
they gave him, like a frantic perfon, with fuch hur- 
ry, that he left not the interval of an inftant between 
one mouthful and another, but f^emed to devour ra« 
ther than eat, without cither fpeaking or being fpoke 
to by the fpeftators. His repaft being end^d, be 
beckoned them to follow, and condu£ted them to a 
verdant fpot of grafs, at the turning of a rock, a lit- 
tle way from the plaCe where they were ; and fitting 
down on the gteen turf, they followed his example j 
not a word being fpoke all the time, until the ragged 
knight, after having adjufted himfelf in his feat, be- 
gan in this manner : " If you defire, gentlemen, 
that I (hould, in a few words, inform you of the im- 
mcnfity of my misfortunes, you muft give me your, 
promife thaft you will not, by any qucftion or other- 
wife^ ifiternipt the thread of my doleful ftory ; foe* 
if ycfu ihould, that inftant I will break off the nar-^ 
rtition." This warning recalled to the knight's me- 
mory the ftory recounted by hia fquire, which. ftiU 
remsiiied unfiniflied, becaufe he had not kept an; ex-*- 
a€t account of the goats as they pafTed the river; 
But to return to the tattered* knight : " I; give youj 
this precaution, added he, becaufe I would briefly 

Eafs over the detail of my misfortunes^ the remem-' 
ran6e of which brings frefli addition, to my woe; 
and the fewer queftions you afli, the fooner fliall I 
have finifhed the relation •, although, in order to fa- 
tisfy your curiofity to the full, I will not fail to men- 
tion every material circumftance, Don Quixote 
promifed, in behalf df himfelf and the company, to 
avoid all manner of inUT.uption 5 and the ftrangcr, 
thus aflured^ began in thefe words : 

9 "My 
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•• My name is Cardenio, the place of my nativity 
one of the bed cities in this province of Andalufia, 
my family noble, my parents rich, and my misfor- 
tunes fo great, that no doubt they have been lament- 
ed by them, and even felt through my whole kin- 
dred, though all their wealth would not alleviate my 
woe; for the goods of fortune are but of little fer- 
vice againft thofe ills infiifted by the hand of heaven. 
In the fame country lived, {hall I call her, a paradife, 
which love had adorned with all the charms I could 
defire to pofiefs ; fuch was the beauty of Lucinda, a- 
young lady as well-born and rich as I, though more 
fortunate, and endowed with lefs conftancy than what 
was due to my honourable intentions. This Lucuida 
did I admire, love, and adore, even from my moft ten- 
der years ; and (he made m>e all the returns of love 
and inclination that I could expeft from her infant 
age. Our parents were not ignorant of our mutual 
aSe£tion, which gave them no offence, becfaufe they 
foxefaw that if it fbould enereafe with our years, it 
cojjid: have no odier iiTue than marriage ; an union 
which the equality of our age and fortune feemed to 
point out. Meanwhile our paffion growing up with 
our age, Lucinda's father diought himfelf obliged 
to forbid me his houfe; imitating, in that parti* 
cular, the parents of Thifbe, whom the poets have 
celebrated fo much. This prohibition added flame 
to flame, and wifli to wifli ; for though our tongues 
were reftrained, they could not filence our pens,, 
which commonly exprefs the fentiments of the neart 
with more Uberty, becaufe the prefencc of the be- 
loved objefl: often confounds the moft determined 
intention, and puts to filence the moft undaunted 
tongue. 

Good heaven ! what letters did I write { what 
chafte endearing anfwers did I receive ! what fongs 
did I compofe, infpired by love that difplayed the foul 
unmalked, inflamed each foft defire, regaled the fancy, 

and 



DON Q^U I X O T E. 235 

and' indulged the wHh ! In fine, my patience being 
exiiaufbedy and my heart almoft con fumed witl^ the 
defire x)f feeing her, I refolved to execute the fcheme 
Mrhich feemed mofk favourable for my love and prc- 
tenfions ; and this I put in practice by demanding 
her in marriage of her father, who thanked me for 
the honour I intended him, by this propofal of mar- 
rTing into his family, but faid, as my own father was 
alive, it was properly his bufinefs to make the de- 
mand; for unlefs* his confent and inclination were 
obtained^ Lucinda w'as not a perfon either to be given 
or taken in marriage -by ftealth. I tliankcd him in 
xny turn for his politcnefs, and thinking there was 
a great deal of reafon in what he faid, afTured myfelf 
that my father would readily agree to the propofal 
^^whenever I ihould make it. I therefore flew inftantly 
to difclofe my fentiments to him on that fubjeft, and/' 
entering the clofet where he was, found him reading 
a letter, which, before I could fpeak a fyllable, he* 
put into my hand, faying, ^* By this letter, Carde- 
nio^ you will fee how much duke Ricardo is inclined 
to do you fervice." This duke Ricardo, as you muft 
knoixr, gentlemen^ is a grandee of Spain, whofe eftate 
lies in the bed part of this province. I took and 
read the letter, which was fo extremely kind, that I 
'my£elf fhould have blamed my father, had he refufed 
to comply with what he requefted in it : this was to* 
Tend me immediately to his houfe, he being defirous 
that I fhould live as the companion, not the fervant> 
o£ his eldeft fon ; and he would take care of 'my for* 
tune in fuch a manner, as fhould manifeft the efieem 
he had for me. Having read the letter, I was ftruck 
dumb at knowing the contents : cfpecially* when I 
heard my father pronounce, " Two days hence. Car- 
denio, you fhall fet out, according to the ple»fure of 
the duke j and you ought to thank God for having 
opened an avenue, through which you may anive at 
that fortune I know you deferve." To thi» declara^ 

tioa 
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tion he added other advices^ as became a prudent fa- 
ther; and I, the night before I departed, finding 
means to fpeak with Lucinda, told her what had 
happened ; nay, I even imparted it to her fadier^ in- 
treating him to wait a few days, without difpoiing of 
her to any other, until I Ihould know in what man- 
ner Kicardo wanted to employ me. He gave me his 
promife accordingly, and fhe confirmed it by a thou- 
fand vows and anxiobs iighs* 

i at length arrived at the feat of duke Ricardo, by 
whom I was fo well received and kindly entertained, 
that Envy prefently began to do her office, pofielling 
the old fervants .with the opinion, that every exprei- 
Con of favour I received from the di|ke was preju- 
dicial to their intereft. But he who was moil rejoiced 
£t my refiding there, was the duke's fecond fon Fer- 
nando, a gay, genteel, liberal, and amorous youth, 
who, in a fbort time, was pleafc;d to honour me with 
fuch intimacy of friendlhip as became, the fubjeft ol 
every body's difcourfe ; and though the elder brother 
loved and favoured me alfo, he did not c^rry. his fa- 
vour and afie^ion to fuch a p4tch. Now asallfe- 
crets are communicated between friends, and the.con- 
fidence in which I lived with Fernando was ibon chan- 
ged into friendOiip, he imparted tomq his mpft fe- 
cret thoughts, and among other things a. love affair 
that gave him a good deal of difquiet. In fhort, he 
had an inclination for a country maid, who was his 
father's vaflal : her parents were^ very rich, and flic 
herfelf fo beautiful, referved, modelt^ and difcreet, 
that nobody who knew her could determine in which 
of thefe qualifications fhe moft excelled^ Thefc ac- 
comj^lifbments of this fair maiden inflamed the de- 
fires of Don Fernando to fuch a pitch, that he re- 
folved, as the eafieft cqnqueft over her virtue, to pro- 
mife he would marry her ; for he found it impofli- 
ble to gratify his wiih in any other way* I, prompted 
and bound by my friendfcip, endeavaured to difluade 

and 
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«nd divert him from his purpofe, by the ftrongcll 
arguments and moft lively examples I could produce : 
but finding them all inefFeAual, I refolved to com- 
municate the whole affair to his father duke Ricardo. 
Don Fernando having abundance of cunning and 
difcernment, fufpefted my intention ; and wa^afraid, 
that the obligation he faw I was under, as a faithful 
fervant, would not ^llow me to conceal an affair fo 
prejudicial to the honour of the duke my mafter : he 
therefore, in order to divert and deceive me, obferved, 
that he could find no better remedy to remove the 
beauty that enflaved him from his remembrance, 
than that of abfence for a few months ; and there- 
fore de fired that we fhould go to my father's houfe, 
upon pretence, as he would tell the duke, of feeing 
and purchafing fome fine horfes in our town, which 
produces the beft in the world. Scarce had he ut- 
tered this propofal, when, prompted by my love, ex- 
clufive of his prudent intention, I approved of it, as 
one of the befl concerted fchemes that could be ima- 
gined ; and was rejoiced at meeting with fuch a fair 
conjunfture and occafion of returning to my dear Lu- 
cinda. Induced by this motive and defire, I ap-- 
plauded his pretence, and enforced his propofal, ad- 
yifing him to execute his plan with all fpeed; for 
abfence would certainly do its ofBce, in fpite of the 
mofl eftabliihed inclination. At that very time, as 
I afterwards uhderftood, he had enjoyed the countty- 
xnaid, under the title of her hufband, and waited for 
an opportunity of owning it with fafety to hii;nfelf, 
being afraid of the duke*s refentment in cafe he 
(hould difcover his folly. It happened after\^ards9 
that as love in young people is, for the mofl part, 
nothing but appetite, whofe only aim is pleaiurc j 
and this being enjoyed, what feemed love vanifhes, 
becaufe it cannot exceed the bounds of nature ; 
whereas real love is bounded by no fuch limits : I 
fay, as fbon a« Don Fernando enjoyed the country- 
girl 
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girl, his defires were appcafed and his raptures aba- 
ted i and if at firft he pretended to feek a cure for 
them in abfence, he now earneflly^ defired to be 
abfent, that he might avoid any further gratification. 
The duke having given him leave, and ordered 
me to attend him, we arrived at our habitation, where 
he was received by my father in a manner fuitable 
to his rank and family. I went infliantly to vifit Lu- 
cinda, whofe prefence, in a moment, rekindled all 
my defires, which indeed were neither dead nor de- 
cayed within me : and, to my infinite misfortune, I 
made Don Fernando acquainted with my love, be- 
caufe I thought, by the laws of that intimate friend- 
fhip with which he honoured me, I ought to conceal 
nothing from him. I therefore praifed the beauty, 
grace, and difcretion of Lucinda, in fuch a manner, 
as excited his curiofity to fee fuch an accompli Qied 
young Lady. Prompted by my evil genius, Icrati- 
fied his defire,' fhewing her to him one night by the 
light of a taper, at the window from which I ufed 
to converfe with her. At fight ©f her he abfolutely 
forgot all the beauties he had formerly feen ; he. was 
(Iruck dumb with wonder ; he feemed to lofc all fenfe, 
became abfent and penfive, and, in ihort, enamoured 
of her to that degree which you will perceivt in the 
courfe of my unhappy ftory. And, the more to in- 
flame his defire, which he concealed* from me, and 
dKclofed to Heaven alone, he happened one day to 
find a letter which fhe had written, defiring me to 
alk her in marriage of her father, fo prudeflt, mo- 
deft, and tender, that upon perufing it, he faid, ** In 
Lucinda alone are concentered all the charms of beau- 
ty and underftanding, which are divided among the 
reft of her fex." True it is, .and I will now con- 
fefs it, that although I knew how juftly Fernando 
applauded Lucinda, I was vexed at hearing thefe 
praifes proceed from his mouth, and began to dread 
and fulpeil his inclination \ for he was eternally 

talking 



DON Q^U I X O T E. 239 

talking of her, and always turned the difcourfe upon 
her, even when he was* obliged to bring her in by 
the head and flioulders : a circumflance that waked 
a fort of jealoufy within me ; not that I imagined 
aught could alter the faith and affedlion of Lucinda, 
yet, notwithllanding, ' my deftiny made me dread 
the very thing tliat confidence infured. Don Fer- 
nando always contrived means to read the letters I 
fent to Lucinda, together with her anfwers, on pre- 
tence of being highly pleafed with the good fenfe 
they contained y and it once happened that fhe 
having de fired me to fend her a book of knight-erran- 
try, in which (he took great delight, called Amadls 

de Gaul '' 

Don Quixote no fooncr heard him mention this 
book, than he faid, ^* Had you told me, in the be- 
ginning of your ftory, that your miftrefs^ Lucinda, 
was an admirer of books of chivalry, you would 
have had no occafion to ufe any other argument to 
convince me of her fublime underftanding ; which I 
fhould not have deemed quite fo extraordinary as you 
have rcprefented it, had flie wanted relifli for that 
fort of reading : wherefore you need not fpend any 
more words with me, in extolling her beauty, virtue, 
and good fenfe ; for upon the knowledge of her tafte 
only, I pronounce her to be the mod be^tiful and dif- 
creet lady in the univerfe : I wifti, however, that you 
had fent along with Amadis de Gaul, the worthy Don 
Rugel of Greece ; for I know your miftrefs Lucinda 
would have been greatly pleafed with Darayra and Ga- 
raya, together with the judicious fayiogs of the fliep- 
herd Darinel, and thofe admirable verfes of his eclogues, 
fung and reprefented by him with fuch grace, fpirit, 
and difcretion : but the time will come when that 
omiflio'n mav be re£lified ; indeed, the fault may be 
repaired as foon as you (hall pleafe to accompany me 
to the place of my habitation, where I can fupply 

you 
8 
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you with more than three hundred books^ which arc 
the feaft of my foul, and entertainnient of my life: 
though now I recollcft, not one of them remaius in 
my poffeflion : thank's to the malice of wicked and 
envious enchanters. But I hope you will be fo 
good as to forgive me for having contradifted my 
promife of not interrupting your ftory j for when the 
fubjeft turns upon chivalry or knights-errant, I can 
no more forbear interpofing, than the rays, of tlie 
fun can ceafe to warm, or thofe of the moon to wet : 
but I alk pardon ; pray proceed with your ftory ; 
for that is moil to the purpofe at prefcnt," 

While Don Quixote was talking in this manner, 
Cardenio hung his head, and fell into a profound re- 
verie ; and though tiie knight repeated his requeft, 
would neither lift up his head, nor anfwer one word. 
At length, aft;er a long paufe, looking up, ** You 
cannot, faid he, beat it out of my thoughts ', nor is 
there any perfon upon earth, who can perfuade mc 
to the contrary \ and he muft be a blockhead, who 
imagines or believes otherwife, than that tlie villain 
mailer Elifabat carried on a criminal correfpondence 
with queen Madafima." •* By heaven, 'tis faJfe ! cried 
Don Quixote, with great indignation and impetuoiity, 
as ufuafi that report is the efFeft of malice, or ra- 
ther mere wantonnefs. Queen MadaGma was a moft 
royal dame, and • it is not to be prefumed, that a 
princefs of her rank would confer favours upon a 
meer quack doftor* Whofoever thinks otherwife, lies 
like a very gireat fcoundrel; and I will prove him 
fuch, either on horfeback or afoot, armed or dif- 
armed, by night or by day, as will mod fuit his incli- 
nation.** Cardenio ftood all the while, looking at- 
tentively at him, and being by this time feized with 
the paroxyfm of his madnefs, could not proceed 
with his fiory 5 neither, if he had proceeded, would 
Don Quixote have liftened to it, for he wa§ offended 

at 
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at what he had heard to the prejudice * of queen 
^^J^adafima, whofe reputation interefted him as much 
as if fhe had been a£lually his own ^iftrefs : fuch 
Av^a^iderful impreflion had thofe profane books made 
on his imagination ! ' 

I fay then, Cardenio being by this time under the 
influence of his diftraftion, and hearing himfelf called 
liar and fcoundrel, with other terms of reproachf 
could not relifli the joke ; but, fnacching up a large 
pebble that lay near him, aimed it fo fuccefsfully at 
Don Quixote's breaft, that he fell fairly on his back 
with the blow. Sancho Panza, feeing his mafter 
treated in this manner, attacked the madman with 
his clenched fift ; but the lunatic received him with- 
fuch a blow, as knocked him down to the ground 
at once, and then getting upon him, mauled his car- 
cafe to his heart's content ; while the goat-herd, who 
attempted to defend him, met with the fame fate. 
Having thus mattered and pummelled them all round, 
he left offi and with great compofure retreated to 
the thickets from whence he came. Sancho then 
arofe, and, enraged to find himfelf handled in this 
manner for nothing, ran to take vengeance on the 
goat-herd, faying that he was to blame for the whole, 
becaufe he had not informed him, that the man had 
intervals of madnefs •, which, had they known, they 
might have guard d againlt ihcm. The goat-herd 
afHrmed, that he apprifed theiii of what might 
happen J and if they had not hear4 him, it was no, 
fault of his. The fquire replied, the goat-herd re- 
torted, and in conclufion, they went by the ears to- 
gether, and pulled each other's beards with fuch fury, 
t-iat there would not have been a fnigle hair left 



• Queen Madafima, a lady .in Amadis dc Gaul, attended "by o«tic 

Elifabat, a furgeon, with whom (he travels, and Iks iu- woods and 
dcf.rts. 
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on cither chin, had not Don Quixote interpofcd. 
Sancho grapling ftoutly with his advcrfary, cried, 
** Give me leave, Sir knight of the rueful counte- 
nance \ this is no armed knight, but a plebeian iike 
myfelf, of whom I can fecurely take fatisfaftion for 
the injury he has done me, by fighting with him hand 
to hand, like a man of honour." " True, faid Don 
Quixote ; but the caufe of what hath happened, can- 
not be juftly imputed to him/' Peace accordingly cu- 
fued, and the knight afked the goat-herd again, if 
there was a poflibility of finding Cardenio ; for he 
was extremely defirous of hearing tlie conclufion of 
his ftory. Tne goat-herd repeated what he had faid 
before, that he did not certainly know whereabouts 
he refided ; but, if they (hould flay long in thcle 
parts, they could not fail of finding him either mad 
or fober. 

CHAP. XL 

Of the ftrange adventures that happened to the va- 
liant knight of la Mancha, in the Sierra Morena, 
where he did penance, in imitation of Beltene- 
bros. 

DON Quixote having taken leave of the goat-herd, 
and mounted Rozinante again, commanded 
Sancho to follow him ; and the fquire beftriding his 
afs, obeyed with great relu'fiance : as they advanced 
at leifure into the moft rocky parts of thfe mountain, 
Sancho longed to death for an opportunity of talk- 
ing, and waited impatiently till his mafter ihould be- 
gin, that he might not tranfgrefs his orders ; but, 
being utterly unable to keep filence any longer, 
*« Sir Don Quixote, faid he, be pleafed to give me 
your bkfltng, and grant me leave to return immedi- 
ately to my wife and children, with whom, at leaft, 
I can talk and prattle my fill $ for in commanding 
fTsC to travel with you, through tbeiis delerts> night and 

day, 
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day, without opening my lips when I am difpofed to 
fpeak, your worihip buries me alive : if it were the 
will of heaven, that beads fpoke as they did in the days 
of Hyflbp, I fhould be the lefs uneafy, becaufe I wbuld 
converfe virith my afs, at pleafure; and that would 
be foxne comfort to me in my misfortunes; but 
it is a very hard cafe, and what I cannot bear with 
patience, to travel in fearch of adventures all my life, 
and find nought but ribroaftings, blankettings, rob- 
beries, and iiilycufFs ; and, after all, be obliged to 
few up our mouths, without daring to bring up what 
lies upon our-ftomachs, more than ifwe were dumb." 
** I underftand thee, Sancho, replied the knight ; 
thou art impatient until I take off the interdiftion I 
• have laid upon thy tongue : I take it off, tlien — fay 
what yoa pleafe, on condition, that this repeal fliall 
laft no longer than our ft ay in this mountain." " Be 
it fo, faid Sancho; to-day I will fpeak ; to-morrow, 
God's will be done : and the firft ufe I mak*; of this 
fafe- conduct:, is to aik why your worfhip was in fuch 
a paflion about that queen Magimafa, or bow d'ye 
call her ? or of what fignification was it to you, 
• whether that fame Abat was her fweetheart or not ? 
Had your worfhip overlooked that circumftance that 
you had no concern in, I firmly believe the madman 
would have gone on with his ftory, and you would 
have faved yourfelf the pebble-fliot, and I more than 
half a dozen of kicks and kufFs," 
* ** In faith, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, if thou 
knoweft, as I do, what an honourable and princely 
lady that queen Madafina was, thou wouldeft fay, I 
had great patience in ■ forbearing to demoliih the 
mouth from whence fuch blafphemy proceeded ; for, 
fure 'tis no lefs than to fay or even tnink, that a que. n 
ihould take a furgeon to her bed. The truth of the 
ftory is, tliat mafter Elifabat, whom the lunatic men- 
tioned, was a man of prudence and difcemment, and 
icrved the queen in quality of tutor and phyfician^ 
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but, to fuppofe that there was any indecent familia- 
rity between them, is a piece of folly that defenes to 
fht fcvercly chaftifed : and to convince thee that Car- 
denio knew not what he faid, thou mayeil remember 
he was deprived of his fenfes, when he took notice of 
that circumftance." "This TJl venture to fay, re- 
plied the fquire, that the words of a madman are 
^not to be minded $ for, if fortune had not flood your 
•worfliip's friend, and direded to your bread the 
pebble tliat was aimed at your head, we fliould have 
been in a fine condition, for your having quarelkd 
about that lady, whom heaven confound : you may 
depend upon it, Cardenio would* have been acquitted 
on account of his madnefs." 

** Every knight-errant, faid Don Quixote, is obli- 
ged to quarrel with thofe who are out of their fenfes, 
as well as thofe who are in them, if they afpcrfe the 
honour of women, whatfoever they might be. How 
much more then, in behalf of princefles of fuch high 
quality and accompliihments as adorned queen Mada- 
fima, for whom I have a particular afFecbion, on ac- 
count of her admirable qualifications ; for, over and 
above her beauty, fhe had a great fhare of prudence 
and refignation in her calamities, which were mani- 
fold: and the advice and company of Mr. Elifa- 
bat were of great fervice in encouraging her to bear 
her affli£bions with patience and equanimity. From 
hence, the ignorant and malicious vulgar took pcca^ 
ifion to fay, and fuppofe that fhe admitted of his ra- 
refies : but, they lie — I fay again, all thofe who ei- 
•ther fay or think fo, lie in their throats, and I will 
tell them fb two hundred times over." " As for my 
.own part, faid Sancho, I neither fay nor think any 
tfuch thing ; thofe that do may dine upon it : if they 
•were too familiar, by this time they have anfwered 
for it to God. I.prune my own vine, and know no- 
thing about thine. I never meddle with other peo* 
pie's concerns. He that buys and denies^ his own 
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purfe belies, as the faying is* Bare I was bom, and 
bare I remain : and if I lofc nothing as littli I ijaitu 
If he did He with her that is no matter of mine. M i' y 
people hunt the hare without ever finding the fcut ; 
for. Till you hedge in the (ky, the ftarlings will flv, 
and evil tongues will not rrfrain from God himfelf." 
** Good heaven, cried Don Qj^lxote, what foolcrici 
art thou ilringing together, Sancho ! pray, what rela- 
tion have thefe old friws to the fubje£l: of our convcr- 
fation ? I charge thee to hold thy peace, and hcnc '- 
fordi entertain thyfelf with fpurring up thy afs, a.id 
leave off talking of things which do not coaccni 
thee : or let thy whole five Uiifes be convinced, th.it 
every thing I have done, am doing, or will do, i* 
highly reafonable, and in exadi conformity with the- 
laws of chivalry, which I underftand better than any 
kn'ght that has profeiT:id the order." " Yes, iSir, 
replied Sancho, to be furc it is an excellent law of 
chivalry, to ftroU about bewildered in thefe moun- 
tains) where there is neither high-road nor by-padi,. 
in Tearch of a madman, who, after we have found' 
him, will perhaps take it in his head to iinifh what 
he left undone ; not of his ftory, but of your wor- 
ftiip's pate and my ribs, which he may chance to 
break in a thoufand {hivers,** 

•' I iay again, Sancho, refumcd the knight, hold 
thy peace ; for I would have thee know, that I am 
not detained in this place, fo much by the defire of 
finding the lunatic, as of performing in it an exploit 
by which I (hall require everlafting renown through- 
out the whole known world ; and put th« (lamp of 
perfeftion upon the wonderful efforts of knight- 
errantry." " And will this exploit be attended with 
much danger?" faid Sancho. ** No, anfwered he of 
the Rueful Countenance, though the dice may run fo as 
to produce bad inftead of good fortune*, but the 
whole will depend upon thy diligence.'* " Upon my 
diligence!" cried the fquirc. '* Without doubt, an-- 
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fwcrcd his mafter; for, if thou wilt return fpcedily 
from the place to which thou mud be fent, my afflic- 
tion will foon be at an end, and my glory will fpeedi- 
ly begin : and, that I may no longer keep thee in 
lufpence about the meaning of my words, know> 
Sancho, that the celebrated Anjadis de Gaul was one 
of the moft perfedl knights-errant. One of them, 
faid I ? he alone was the only, fingle, chief and fu- 
perior of all his cotemporaries. Contempt and ihame 
upon Bellianis, and all thofe who fay he equalled 
him in any one particular; for, by this light, they are 
all egregioufly deceived ! ' I fay, moreover, when 
a painter deiires tobecGine famous in his art, he en- 
deavours to imitate the originals painted by the moft 
noted artifts; and the fame maxini holds in every 
•other fcience and exercife that adorns a common- 
wealth : therefore, he who wants to attain the vir- 
tues of prudence and equanimity, muft endeavour to 
imitate the character of UlyiTes, in whofe perfon and 
fufferings Homer has drawn aii excellent pi£lure of 
wifdom and patience, as Virgil, in the perfon of 
^neas, rcprefents the piety of an affe&ionate fou, 
and the fagacity of a wife and valiant general : not 
that they are defcribed and fet forth exadly as they 
were, but as they ought to have been ; as exam- 
ples of virtue to pofterity. In the fame manner, 
Amadis fhone like the north ftar, the Lucifer and fuft 
of all valiant and amorous knight; and therefore 
muft be imitated as a pattern, by all thofe who ferve 
under the banners of love and chivalry. Now, this 
being the cafe, friend Sancho, I find that the knight- 
errant who approaches the neareft to this great origi- 
nal, will bid faireft for attaining the perfe£lion of 
chivalry: and one of the circumftances on which that 
knight gave the high^ proofs of his worth, prudence, 
Talour, patience, ponftancy, and love, was his retiring 
to the poor rock, when he was in difgrace with his 
miftrefs Oriana^ there to do penance under the' feigned 
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name * Beltenebros ^ an appellation certainly very 
fignificant and proper to the way of life he had vo- 
luntarily chofen. As it is therefore more eafy for mc 
to imitate him in this, than in cleaving giants* be- 
heading ferpents, flaying dragons, overthrowing ar- 
mies, fcattering navies, and diflblving enchantments ; 
and as this folitude is fo well adapted to fuch defigns^ . 
I amrefolved to feize occafion by the fore-lock, which 
fhe now; fo complaifaiitly prefcnts.*' 

^^ In reality, faid Sancho, what is your worihip 
refolved to do in this remote place ?'* Have I not 
already told thee, replied the knight, that I am deter- 
mined to imitate Amadis, in aciing the defperado, 
the lunatic, and madman : to copy alfo after the va< 
liant Den Roldan, when he difcovered, in a fountain, 
certain marks by which he was convinced that Ange- 
lica the fair had committed uncleannefs with Medoro. 
A piece of information attended with fuch grief and 
anxiety, that he ran mad, tore up the trees by the 
roots, fuUied the waters of the tranfparent fprings, 
flew fhepherds, deftroyed flocks, fet nre to cottages, 
demoli(hed houfes, dragged mares along the ground, 
and performed a thoufand other infolent feats worthy 
to.be inferted in fame's eternal record: and becaufe 
I do not pfbpofe to imitate Roldan, or Orlando, or 
Rotolando, for Jie went by all thefe names, literally 
in all the extravagancies he thought, faid, and did, I 
will copy his outlines as well as I can, in the mo(t 
eilential parts of his chara£ler ; nay, perhaps, I may. 
contctit myfelf with the fole imitation of Amadis, who, 
by his tears and fighs alone, acquired as much fame 
as the other, with all the mifchief he did." " If I 
apprehend the matter aright, faid Sancho, the knights 
who played fuch mad pranks were provoked, and had 
fome reafon to aft thefe fooleries and penance : but 
what caufeth your worfliip to turn madam ? With 
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what lady are you in difgrace ; or by what figns arc 
you given to underftand that the lady Dulcinea del 
Tobofo has been playing the Toguc either with Moor 
tr Chriftian r" This is the point) anfweted Don 
Quixote, and refinement of nly defigii : a knight who 
turns madman, becaufe he cannot help it, can claim 
no merit from his misfortune ; but the great matter 
is, to run dillra£led witlioui caufe, and give my lady 
Tcafon to conceive what I could do were I moiftened, 
when I can do fo much, being dry. More efpecially, 
as I have fufficient caufe in the long abfence to 
'Which I am doomed by my ever-darling miftrefs 
Dulcinea del Tobofo ; for, according to the words 
of the fhepherd Matias Ambrofio, which thou mayeft 
have heard, 

In abfence of my charming fair,. 
1 fuffer all thofc ills I fear. 

Wherefore, friend Sancho, you need not throw away 
yt)ur time unprofitably, in adviiing me to mfr^n from 
an imitation at once fo admirable, rare, and happy : 
mad I am, and mad I fhall be until thou retorneft 
with the anfwer of a letter which I propofe to fend by 
thee to my lady Dulcinea ; and if it be fuch as I am 
in titled to by my love and fidelity, my diftra<3ion 
and penance will end : but, (hould it be othcrwife, I 
ihall run mad in earneft, and confequently be itrfen'- 
frble of my misfortune : wherefore, let her anfwer be 
as it may, it will extricate me from the doubts and 
affliftion in v/hich thou leaveft me ; becaufe, if it be 
favourable I fhall enjoy it in my right fenfes ; and 
if it be .unfavourable, my frenzy will not feel it. 

But, tell me, Sancho, haft thou taken care of 
Mambrino's helmet,- which I faw thee take up, after 
that ungrateful vr^gabond endeavoured in vain to break 
it in pieces : a cir«.umftance that proves the excel- 
lency of its temper r ' To this exclamation; Sancho 
replied. «* Tore God ! Sir knight of the Rueful 
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Countenance, I cannot fufFcr nor bear with patience 
fome things which your worfliip fays ; for they make 
me imagine,, that all you have mentioned about chi* 
valry, and acquiring kingdoms and empires, and 
giving' away, iflands, with other favours and prefents, . 
according to the practice of knights-errant,' is nothing 
but puffs of falfehood, and the mere eife£t of pi£lion 
or fi£lion, or what do you call it : for who that hears 

Jour worihip call a barber's bafon i4e helmet of 
^ambrino, ?:id fees you continue in that error fo 
many days, but will believe^ that he who aiErms fuch 
nonfenfe, muft be very much crazed in his under- 
ftanding ? The bafon, which is all bruifed and bat- 
tered, I have put up in my bag, in order to be mend-- 
ed at home, and ufed for the fervice of my own "beard, 
if ever, by the Gra«^e of God, 1 come to fee my wife 
and family." " Hark ye, Sancho, faid Don Quixote,, 
by the fame oath- you f wore, I fwear again; that thou 
haft the moft (lender underftanding that any fquire 
in^this world docs, or ever did poflefs ! Is it poffiblc,, 
that after all thy travelling in my company, thou art 
not convinced that every thing belonging to knight£-- 
errant, appears chimera, folly, and diilraclion, being 
metamorphofed into the i;everfe of what it is, by the 
pow^er of a tribe of enchanters who attend us> chang- 
ing, converting, and reftoring, each particular, ac- 
cording to their pleafure, and the inclination they 
Have to favour or annoy us : for which reafon, . what^ 
fecms a barber's bafon to thee, I can eafily difccni 
to be the helmet of Mambrino, and perhaps to a- 
third, it will afiume a quite different . appearance j 
and I cannot but admire the providence of the fage* 
who is my friend, in making that whic*". is really 
and truly Mambrino'^ helmet, appear a bafon to tlie. 
reft of mankind, becaufe it is of fuch ineftimabie 
value, that if it was known, the whole world would 
combine to ravifti it from me ; but, as it appeaas to 
them no more than a barber's bafon, they never at-^^ 
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tempt to obtain it* This was plainly the cafe with 
the villain, who, haying endeavoured to break it in 
pieces, left it on the ground when he went off; 
whereas, had he known what it was, in good faith 
he would not have quitted it fo eafily. Keep it there-* 
fore with care, my friend, for at prefent there is no 
occafion for it ; on the contrary, I fhall ftrip off all 
my armour, and remain naked as I was born, in cafe 
I oe inclined to imitate the penance of Roldan, ra* 
ther than that of Amadis." , 

Converfing in this manner, they arrived at the foot 
of a high mountain that ftood alone, as if it had 
been cut out from the reft that furrounded it. A 
gentle rill murmured by the (kirts of it, winding 
along a meadow, fo green and fertile^ that it raviflied 
the fpeftator's eye ; while a number of foreft trees that 
grew around, together with fome delicious herbs 
and flowers, confpired to make the place enchanting. 
This was the fcene in which.the knight of the Rueful 
Countenance chofe to do penance; and therefore he 
no fooner perceived it, than he began to exclaim 
aloud, as if he had adlually loft his fenfes ; " This 
is the fpot, ye heavens ! which I chufe and appoint 
my refidencc, while I bewail that misfortune to which 
you yourfelves have reduced me. This is the place 
where the tears from thefe eyes will increafe the wa* 
ters of that little brook; and where my profound 
and uninterrupted fighs will inceifantly move the 
leavcsuof thefe mountain-oaks, in witnefs and tefti- 
mony of the pangs which my tormented heart en- 
dures. O ye rural deities, whofoever ye are, who 
take up your maniion in this uninhabited place, 
give ear to the complaints of an unhappy lovefi 
whom a tedious abfence and imaginary doubts have 
brought to lament among thefe craggy hills, and be- 
moan the cruel difpofition of that ungrateful fair, 
who is the end and perfe£l:ion of all human beauty ! 
O ye nymphs and dryads, who are wont to inhabit 
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the hills and groves (fo may no nimble and lafcivious 
fatyrs, by whom you are beloved, though loved in vain, 
dilturb your fweetVeppfe), help me to bewail my miC 
hap : or at leaft difdain not to hear my tnoan ! O 
Dulcinea del Tobofo ! light of my darkncifs! glory, 
of my afiii£bion! north-ftar of my inclinations I and 
planet of my fortune ! as heaven fliall pour upon you 
the ble (Tings which you afk, coniider the place and 
condition to which your ab fence hath exiled me, and 
put fuch a period to my woe, as my fidelity (hall feem 
to deferve ! O )e folitary trees, who henceforth are 
to bear me company in this retreat, convince me, by 
the gentle waving of your boughs, that my prefence 
gives you no difguft : and thou, my fquire, the agree- 
able companion of my good and evil fortune, faithful- 
ly retain in thy remembrance, what thou (halt fee me 
do, that thou may eft recount and reheaffe every cir- 
cumflance to the lovely caufe of all my diftraftion !'* 
So faying, he alighted, and taking off the bridle and 
faddle from Rozinante, gave him a ilap on the but- 
tocks, pronouncing thefe words : ** He who is a 
flave himfelf, beilows freedom upon thee. O ftced, 
as excellent in thy qualities as unlucky in thy fate ! 
go wherefoever thou wilt; thou beareft engraven 
on thy forehead, that thou waft never equalled in 
fwiftnefs, either by Aftoipho's HypogrifF, or the re- 
nowned Frontino that coft Bradamante fo dear.'* 

Sancho hearing this^apoftrophe, " My blefling^ 
cried he, be upon him, whofe induftry now faves us 
the trouble of taking the halter from the head of 
Dapple *, who, in good faith, fhould not want (laps 
on the buttocks, nor abundance of fine things faid in 
his praifc : but, if he was here, I would not confant 
to his being turned lopfe, there being no reafon for 
^ fo doing ; for he was never acquainted with love and 
defpair, no more than I who was his mafter, while it 
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plcafed God I (hould be fo : and truly, Sir knight of 

Sie Rueful Countenance, if this departure of mine, and 
iftra£^ion of your worlhip are really to take place, you 
had better faddle Rozinante again, to fupply the want 
of Dapple ; l>y which iileans a great deal of time ^4411 
be faved in my going and coming ; whereas, if I make 
the journey on foot, I know not when it will be per- 
formed 5 for, in fliort, I am a very forry walker." " I 
fay, be it fo, then, Sancho, anfwered Don Quixote, 
I approve of thy propofal ; and aiTure thee, that thou 
(halt fet out in three days, during which I would 
have thee take notice of what I (hail do for her fake, 
that thou mayeft be able to give her a full account of 
my behaviour." "What more can I fee, faid Sancho, 
than I have feen already ?" " You are pretty per- 
feft in your ftory, anfwered the knight y but, as yet, 
I have not torn my cloaths, fcattered my armour, and 
daflied my head againft the rocks, nor performed 
many other things of this fort, which thou wilt behold 
with admiration." " For the love of God, Sir, cried 
Sancho, take care how you daft your head againft 
the rocks ; for you may chance to meet with fuch an 
one as will at the firft pulh put the finifhing ilroke to 
this whole fcheme of penance ; and I (hould think, 
that as knocks of the head are abfolutely neceflary to 
complete the work, your worfhip might content your- 
feif, feeing the whole affair is a fhanl, a counterfeit, 
and a joke, I fay, your worfhip might content your- 
felf with ramming your IkuH againit water, or fome 
foft thing, like a cotton bag ; and leave it to my care 
to tell my lady, that your worfhip went to logger- 
heads with the point of a rock, a thoufand times 
harder than adamant.'' " Friend Sancho, replied 
the knight, 1 am obliged to thee, for thy kind inten- 
tion ; but thou mufl know, that what I do is not a 
fliam but. a very ferious matter ; for, to behave other- 
wife were to trartfgrefs the orders of chivalry, which 
forbid us to He, under pain of being degraded ; and 
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you know, tliat to fubftitute one thirtg inftead of an-; 
other, is downright telling a lie : wherefore, my knocks 
on the head muft be real, hard, and efFeftual, and not 
fbphidicated or imaginary ; and it will be neceiTary 
to leave me fome lint for my wounds, fince it was 
the will of fate tfiat we fhould lofe the balfam.'* 

** It was a much greater misfortune, faid the fquire,; 
to lofe the afs, and with him the lint and all ; but I be* 
feech your worfhip not to« talk of that ace ur fed drench, 
the fole mention of which, not only turns my ftomach, . 
but even my very foul; and I befeech you moreover,, 
to fuppofe we have paft thofe three days which you 
have appointed fvf ftiewing me your mad pranks V- 
for I take them all for granted,, and wiU tell wonders. 
of them to my lady. Write the letter therefore, 
and difpatch me forthwith : bedaufe I am impatient 
till I return and deliver your worQiip from that pur- 
gatory in which I leave you." " Purgatory call you 
it, Sancho, ! replied Don Quixote : it rather deferves* 
the name of hell, or fomething worfe, if worfe can 
be/' " I have heard, faid the fquire, that from hell 
there is no retention." **I know not, replied the 
knigk|k9?(^hat you mean by retention." " Retention,, 
anfwSed Sancho, fignifies, that whofoever goeth to . 
hell, neither will nor can come back again. The con- 
trary of which fliall happen to your worfhip, or my^ 
feet will mifgive me, provided I carry fpurs to quick- 
en Rozinante : and fet me once face to face before 
my lady Dulcinea, at Tobofo, I will tell her fuch- 
ilories of the folly and madnefs, for they are both, 
the fame thing,, which your worfhip has committed, 
and will then be committing, that though I fhould: 
find her harder than a cork-tree, I will make he* as 
pliant as a glove, and «with her fweet and honeyed 
anfwer, return through the air like a witch, and 
deliver your worfhip from, this purgatory that ap- 
pears like hell, though it be not really fo, becaufe 
there are fome hopes of getting out of it ^ whereas 
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thofe who arc aftually in hell can have no fuch ex- 
pcftation j and I dare fay, your worfliip will not ad- 
vance any thing to the contrary." 

** That is all very true, faid he of the Rueful Coun- 
tenance \ but how (hall we make fliift to write this 
letter ?" " Ay, and the bill for the colts ?" added _ 
Sancho. " That Ihall be inferted in the letter, an- 
fwered his mafter ; and I think, as there is no paper 
to be had in this place, the beft thing we can do, 
will be to write in the manner of the ancients, on 
the leaf of a tree, or on waxen tables, though, I 
believe, thofe will be as difficult to be found as tlic 
paper. But, now I remember what will do well, 
and excellently well for our purpofe : I will* write it 
in the pocket-book which belonged to Cardenio, 
and thou fhalt take r*are to have it fairly tranfcribed 
in the firft place where thou canft find a fchool- 
mafter or pariCh clerk to copy it ; but, by no means 
employ a fcrivener, who may write it in fuch an 
unintelligible court-hand, that Satan himfelf could 
not underftand it;" " But what is to be done 
about the figning of it ?'* faid Sancho. ** Love- 
letters are never figned," replied Don Quiiote. 
** True, refumed the fquire, but all bills muft be 
f ibfcribed : and if this of yours were to be copie(*, 
t ley would fay the fubfcription was counterfeit, and 
I m ^ht go whiftle for my colts." " The bill ihall 
be fubfcribed with my own hand in the pocket- 
book, which my niece ihall no fooner fee, than ihe 
will comply with the order, without any further ob- 
jeAion : anii with regard to the letter, inilead of my 
fubfcription, thou (halt caufe to be inferted, *^ Yours, 
till death, the knight of the Rueful Countenance.'* 
And though it be written by another hand, it is of 
fmatl importance, becaufe, now I remember, Dul- 
cinea can neither read nor write, nor ever fct eyes 
on any writing or letter of mine : for our mutual 
love ha» been altogether Platonic, without extending 
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farther than a modefl glance ; and even that (o 
fcldom, that I can fafely fwear, in twelve years, dur- 
ing which I have loved her more than tne light of 
thefe eyes, which will one day be clofed in duft, I 
have not feen her more ^han four times, and cvetv 
in thefe four times, perhaps, (he hath not percet^'ed me 
looking at her more than once. Such is the rellraint 
and referve, in which her father Lorenzo Corchuelo^ 
and her mother Aldonza Nogales, have brought her 
upr 

*' Ah, ah I cried Sancho, is the daughter of Lo- 
renzo Corchuelo, whofe other name is Aldonza Lo-* 
renza, the fame with" the lady Dulcinea?" " Yes, 
anfwered the knight, and ihe defeives to be lady of 
the whole univerfe." " I know her perfeftly well, 
faid Sancho y and this will venture to fay, in her be« 
half, that fhe will pitch the bar as well as e'er a lufty 
young fellow in the village. Blcfs the fender ! flie is 
a (Irapper, tall and hale wind and limb, and can 
lift out of the mire any fquire or knight-errant, who 
(hall chufe her for his fweetrheart. Ah ! the whore's- 
chick ! what a pair of lungs and voice has (he got ! 
I heard her one day hollow from the belfry to fomc 
young fellows of her acquaintance, who were at 
work in a corn-field of her father's ; and, though 
it was at the diftance of half a league, they heard her 
as plain as if they had been right under the fteeple } 
and, what is better ftill, (lie is not at all coy, but 
behaves herfelf civilly 5 and jokes, and romps, and 
plays the rogue with any body- Now, fir knight of 
the Rueful Countenance, I fay that your worfhip not 
only has caufe to run mad for her, but even to 
defpair and hang yourfelf: and I am fure nobody 
that heard it, but would fay you had done extremely 
well 'f even though the devil (hould run away witn 
you : and truly, I wi(h I were now upon my way, 
merely to fee her ; for, I have not beheld her thefe 
many days s and, furely, fhe muit be greatly altered ; 
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for the fun and weather does very much damage to* 
the face of a woman, wht> is always at work in the 
field. To tell you the truth, fir Don Quixote» I 
have hitherto lived in great ignorance withrefped ta 
my lady Dulcinea, whom I verily believed to be fome 
princefs that your worfliip- was in love with ;, or a 
perfon of fuch rank as to dcfcrve the rich prefents 
you fent to her ; namely, the Bifcayan and galley- 
iiaves, with many others whom you conquered in the 
courfe of your numberlefs vi£kories, both before and 
fincc I have been your fquire. But, when one confiders 
the affair,, what benefits can my lady Aldonza Lo* 
renzo— I mean, my Lady Dulcinea Del Tobofo,. 
reap from you worfliip's fending, or having fent 
thofe, whom you overcome in battle, to fall upon* 
their knees before her? efpecially as they might 
chance to come at a time, when Ihe is bufy, card- 
ing flax and threfhing corn ; in which cafe, they 
would be afhamed to fee her, and flie laugh and be 
out of humour at their arrival.*' " I have frequently 
obferved, before now, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, 
that thou art an everlafling babbler, and, though of 
a fhallow underftanding, uiy bluntnefs borders often 
on fever ity ; but, to convince thee of thy own igno- 
rance and my difcretion, thou fhalt give ear to a ftiort 
ilory which I will relate." 

*'Know then, that once upon a time, > a certain 
handfome widow, young, free,, wealthy, and, above- 
all, good-humoured, fell in love with a thick, fquat, 
brawny lay-brother, belonging to a neighbouring 
convent : thf fuperior of which being informed of the 
a flair, faid to the widow one day by way of bro» 
therly reproof, " I am amazed, madam, and ftot 
without caufe, that a lady of your rank, beauty, and 
fortune, fliould beftow your afFedion upon fuch a. 
Jow, fimple, clownifh fellow ; when there are fo many 
maflers, graduates and divines in the convent, among, 
whom your ladyfhip may choofe^ aa onepi^ks pears, 
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faying, This I like, that I loath. The lady anfwercd, 
'vs^ith great freedom and vivacity, " Signior, you are 
very much deceived, and very old-fafliioned in yoiir 
opinion, if you think I have made a bad choice in 
tfiat fellow who fecms fo fimple : for, in that par- 
ticular which I admire, he is as much of a philofo- 
pSier, nay, more than Ariftotle himfelf." In like man- 
-rreT, Sanchc, Dulcinea del Tobofo is as proper for 
iTTty occafions^as the higheft princefs upon earth. All 
the poe > who have celebrated ladies, under names 
^vrhich they invented at plcafure, had not really fuch 
niiftrefles as they defcribe. Doft thou imagine, that 
all the Amaryllifes, Silvias, Phillifes, Dianas, Galateas,^ 
Alidas, and other names fo often met with, in ro« 
mances, poems, barber^s fhops, and on the ilage, ac- 
tually belonged to ladies of flefh and blood, who 
\rere adored by thofe who fing, and have fung their 
praifcs ? No uirely ; but, on the contrary, are, for 
the moft part, feigned and adopted as the fubjefts of 
verfe, that t'.e poets may be thought men of amorous 
and gallant difpofitions. Wherefore, let it fuffice, 
that I imagine and believe the worthy Aldonza I^o- 
rcnzo to be beautiful and modeft : and, as to her 
pedigree, it ia a matter of fmall importance; there 
is lio neceffity for taking information, on that head^ 
as if (he were to be invefted with lo^ne order of 
knighthood, and I take it for granted, that flie is the 
noblcft princefs in the univerfe •, tor thou muft know, 
Sancho, if it be a thing of which thou art ignorant, 
that the two qualities, which, above all others, infpire 
love, are beauty and reputation : and thefe two is 
Dulcinea in confummate pofleffion of; for, in beauty 
fhe excells all women, and is equalled by very few 
in point of reputation. And, to conclude, I imagine 
that all I have faid is true without exaggeration or, - 
diminution. I paint her in my fancy, according ta 
my wiflb, as well in beauty as in rank ; unexcelled 
by Hclen^ unrivalled by Lucretia, or any other he- 
roine. 
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roine of ages paft, whether Grecian, Roman or Bar- 
barian ; and let people fay what they wm, if I am 
blamed by the ignorant, I {hall be acquitted by the 
mod rigid of thofe who are proper judges of the 
cafe." ** I fay, anfwered Sancho^ that your worfliip 
is very much in the right, and I am no better than 
an afs : but I know not why I fhould mention the 
word afs ; for one ought not to talk of halters in 
the houfe of a man who was hanged. But give me 
the letter, and farewell till I return.** ' 

Don Quixote pulled out the memorandum book, 
and ilepping afide, with great compofure, began to 
write the letter, which when he had finiflied, he call- 
ed to Sancho, faying he wanted to read it to him, 
that he might retain it in his memory, in cafe he 
ihould lofe it by the way; for every thing was 
to be feared from his evil fortune. ^^ Tour worfhip^ 
anfwered Sancho, may write it down two or thre& 
times in the book, and I will take fpecial care to con- 
vey it fafely ; but it is folly to fuppofe that I can 
retain it in niy memory, which is fo bad, that I have . 
many a time forgot my own name; but, notwith- 
ftanding, pray, fir, read it to me ; I (hall be hugely 
rejoiced to hear it ; for it muft certainly be curiqufly 
penned." " Liften then, and I will read it,*' faid 
Don QuixotA^ who began as follows : 

Don Quixote's letter to Dulcinea del Tobofo. 

Sovereign and fublime princefs, 

TT E who is wounded by the edge of abfence, and 
'*•''• whofe heart is ftuck full of the darts of affli£tion, 
mod Divine Ddcinea del Tobofo ! wiflies thee that 
health which he is not doomed to enjoy. If I am 
fcorned by that beauty, if thy virtue affords me no re- 
lief, if thy difdain completes my misfortune ; albeit 
I am inured to fufFeriiig, I can ill fupport the mifery 
I bear, which hath not Only been exceihvej but alfo 

of 
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of long duration. My trufty fquirc Sancho will give 
thee an ample relation, O ungrateful beauty and 
lovely foe ! of the fituation in which I remain on 
thy account : if it be thy will to fuccour me, I am 
ihy flave : if not, ufe thy pleafure j for the end of 
my life will fatisfy thy cruelty and my defire* 
U hine till death. 

The knight of the Rueful Countenance. 

** By my father's foul ! cried Sancho, this is the 
higheft thing I ever heard. Odds-niggers \ how your 
worlhip writes whatfoever your pleafe, and how curi- 
oufly you conclude, " The knight of the Rueful Coun- 
tenance.** I verily believe your worfhip is the devil 
himfelf, and knows every thing.** " All that know- 
ledge, replied the knight, is neceflary for the em- 
ployment I profefs.** Why then, faid the fquire, be 
fo good as to write on the other leaf, the order for 
the three colts, and be furc to fubfcribe diftinftly, 
that when it is prefented, your hand-vmting may 
be known." ** With all my heart,'* faid Don Quix- 
ote, who, having written an order, read it alouS in 
diefe terms. 

Dear Niece, 

pLEASE deliver to Sancho Panza, my fquirc, 
-*• or order, at fight of this my firft bill of colts, 
three of the five, which I left at home in your cuf- 
tody : which three colts I order you to pay, in return 
for the like number received of him : and this bill, to- 
gether with his receipt, (hall be a fufficient acquit- 
tance to you. 

Given in the heart of the brown mountain, the 
twentieth and fecond of Auguft, this prcfent year. 

Sancho liked the formj^ and defired his mafter to 
fign it. " There is no occafion for my figning it, 
faid Don Quixote, with any thing but my cypher, 
which is fufficient not only for three, but three hun- 
dred 



a6o The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

drcd afTes." ** As to that I will take your worfliip's 
word; and now give me leave to go and faddJe Ro- 
zinante, which when 1 have done, and received your 
blefTing, I intend forthwith to depart, without flaying 
to fee you play any foolifh tricks, though I will affirm 
I liavc beheld you r Tform fo many, that (he will 
deiire to hear no n^oie of the matter." ** At leafl, 
Kancho, faid the knight,'.! would have thee, becaufe 
there is a necclTity for ir, ftay and fee me ftrip^ and 
perform a dozen or two of mad pranks, which I can* 
eafily finifh in half -an hour ; for^ when thine eyes 
ihall have been witnefles of ibme things I will 2i&^ 
thou may ft fafely fwear to what additions thou fhalt 
make in thy report ; and I aflure you, thou wilt not 
relate the half of what I intend to atchieve." ** For 
' the love of God ! dear Sir, cried Sancho, let me not 
fee your worfliip naked : for it will give me fo much 
uxieafinefs, that I ffaall not be ^ble to refrain from 
weeping' : and my head aches^ already, with the for* 
row I felt laft night, about Dapple i fo that I cannot 
l^ear to be fet a-mourning again : wherefore, if it be 
your worfhip's pleafure, that I fliould fee fome of your 
mad aflions, pray difpatch them in your cloaths ; 
and let them be fuch as will ftand you in moft ftead : 
for my own part, I think there is no occafion- for any 
fuch thing ^ and if you difpenfe with them it will 
(ave time, and fend me back the fooner with fuch 
news as your worfliip defires and deferves. For, if 
my lady Dulcinea is not prepared to fend a reafonable 
anfwer, I folemnly proteft, I wiil extraft a favourable 
reply out of her maw, by kicking and cuffing. What I 
is it to be borne that fuch a renowned knight-errant 
as your worfliip, flio'dd run mad without why- or 
wherefore, on account of a — ^I would not have her 
ladyfliip compel me to fpeak, or, egad, I fliall blab 
things by the dozen, even though they fliould fpoil the 
market. I am a rare fellow at that fport. I find 
flie knows little of my temper,^ otherwifc i'faith ! flie 

would 
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wotild take care tp give me no offence." " In good 
faith, Sancho, faid Don Quixote, thou feemeft to be 
as mad as myfelf." " Not quite fo mad, repHed the 
fcjuire, but a little more cholerfc ; but enough of 
that. What eatables has your worfhij) got tc^ve Up- 
on till my return ? will you go to the high road, and 
rob the fhepherds, like Cardenio ?" " Let not that 
give thee any concern, anfwered the knight : though 
I had ftore of provifions by me, I (hould eat no- 
thing but the herbs and fruits which this meadow 
and thcfe trees afford : the pcrfe£Vion of my defign 
confiding in abftaining from food, and encounter- 
ing other hardfliips." Your worihip muft know, 
faid Sancho, that I am afraid I fhall not find my way 
back again to this concealed and unfrequented place, 
in which I leave your worihip." Take good no- 
tice of the marks, anfwered the knight, and I fhall . 
endeavour to remain always near this very fpot : nay, 
I will take care to afcend the higheft rocks hereabouts, 
that I may have a chance of defcrying thee afar off, 
in thy return. But, the bed fdieme for preventing 
thy being bewildered, will be, to cut down fome of 
the furze that grows here in great plenty, and drop 
bunches of it, at fmall diftances on the way, until 
thou fhalt reach the flat country: and thev will 
ferve as land-marks to guide thee hither on tny re- 
turn, like the clue of Thefeus^ in the labyrhith of 
Crete-" * 

** I will take your advice, faid Sancho ;" who ac- 
•cordingly cutting a large bundle, begged his mailer's 
bleffing, and took his leave, not without many tears 
on both fides. Then mounting Rozinante, whom 
Don .Quixote ftrongly recommended to his care, com^- 
manding him to pay as much regard to the fteed as 
he would fhew for his own perfon ; he fet out for 
the plain, fcattering by the way, the furze he had ^ 
cut, according to the direftion of his matter. In this 
manner, then, did he begin his journey, notwith- 

ftanding 



26a TIic ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

(landing the inccffant importunities of Don Quixote, 
who folicited him to ftay and fee fome of his extra- 
vagancies : but he had not travelled above an hun- 
dred yards, when he returned, faying, ** I confefs 
your yrorlhip was in the right, when you obferved, 
that, in order to my fwearing with a fafc confciencc 
til c I have fcen you perform mad pranks, it would 
be neccflary for you to play fome in my prefence ; 
although, in my opinion, I have feen a pretty good 
fample already in your '.aying here by yourfelf." 
** Did not I tell thee fo, Sancho ? faid Don Quixote : 
wait a little, and I will finifli them in a twinkling." 
So faying, he ftript oft his breeches in a great hurry, 
leaving his pofteriors covered by the tail of his fhirt 
alone, and without further ceremony, cut a couple 
of capers, and a like number of tumbles, with his 
head down and his heels up, difclofing particulars, 
which (liocked the modefty of Sancho fo much, tliat 
in order to avoid the fight of them a fecond time, he 
turned Rozinante, fully fatisfied and pleafed, that he 
might now honeftly fwcar he hsld left his mailer dif- 
trafted. We will therefore let him purfue his jour- 
ney, till his return^ which was more fpeedy than 
could be expelled. 

CHAP. XIL 

A continuation 6\ tfiie refinements in love, praAifed 
by Don Quixote, in the brown mountain. 

BU T, to return t© the account of what the knight 
of the Rueful Countenance executed when he 
found himfelf alone. The hiftory relates, that, hav- 
ing performed the capers and the tumbles, naked, 
from the waill <lownward, and perceived that Sancho 
was gone, without waiting to fee more of his extra- 
vagancies, he climbed to the top of a high rock, and 
ihere revolved what he bad often reflected upon, with 

out- 
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out comiP3 to any conclufion; namely, whether it 
was better and more fit for his purpofe to imitate Or- 
lando in his outrageous, or Amadis in his melancholy 
madnefs. ** It is not to be wondered at, faid he 
•within himfelf, if Orlando was fuch a ftout and va^ 
liant knight as he is reprefented ; for he was ac- 
tually enchanted, and invulnerable by every weapon 
but the point of a pin, thruft into his foot, upon 
which he always wore a fhoe with feven foles of iron : 
though that precaution did not avail him againft Ber- 
nardo del Carpeio, who being informed of the con- 
trivance, ftrangled him in his arms at the battle of 
Roncevalles: but the circumftaucc of his valour a- 
part, let us confider that of lofmg his fenfes, which 
adlually happened, when he found the tokens in the 
fountain, and received the information of the fliep- 
herd, by which he learned that Angelica had flept 
more than two afternoons with Modero, the little 
Moor, with curled locks, who was Agramante's page ; 
and truly, if he was convinced in his own mind that 
his miftrefs had mifb^haved in that manner, it was 
no great feat to run mad upon the difcovery. But, 
why fliould I imitate him in his madnefs, when 'the 
occafion is not fimilar ; for, my Dulcinea del Tobo- 
fo, I dare fwear, never in all the days of her life, 
beheld one Moor in his own likenefs ; and is this 
day as much a virgin as the mother that bore her ; I 
Ihould therefore do her a manifeft injury, in ima- 
gining otherwife, and adopting that kind of madnefs 
which poHefled Orlando Furiofo. On the other hand, 
I am fenfible that Amadis de Gaul, without lofing 
his fenfes, or acting tlie madman, acquired as much, 
or more fame than he, in the charaSer of a lover ; 
for, according to the hiftory, all that he did, when 
he found himfelf in difgrace with his miftrefs 
Oriana/ who banilhed him from her prefence during 
pleafure, was to retire, in company of a hermit, to 

the 
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the poor rock, where he contented himfelf with be- 
moailing his* misfortune, until heaven feht him fuc- 
cour, in the midfl of his great neceflity and affliftion. 
If this circumftance, therefore, be true, as I know it 
is, why {hould I now take the trouble of dripping 
myfclf naked, or give umbrage to thefe trees, which 
have done me no harm! or what reafon have I to 
defile the pure dream of thefe rivulets, which, when 
I want it, will yield me pleafant drink ! Flouridi 
then the memory of Amadis! and let him be imitated 
as much as pofiible, by Don Quixote de la Mancha, 
of whom may be faid, that which is * recorded of 
.another, * If he did not atchieve great things, at 
lead, he died in attempting/ And, though I am 
not baniflicd nor difdained by my Dulcinea, let it 
fuiFice, as I have already faid,. that I am abfent from 
her. Come then, let us begjn : recur to my re- 
membrance, ye feats of Amadis, and initiate me in 
the imitation of your fame ! I know his chief exercife 
was prayer, and in that too will I follow his exam- 
ple. So' faying, he c&mpofed a rofary of the large 
galls of a cork-tree, wiiich he drung together in- 
dead of beads •, but he found an unfurmountable 
difficulty in the want of an hermit to confefs and 
confole him : wherefore, he entertained himfelf in 
drolling about the meadow, writing and engraving 
'yerfeson the barks of trees, and the fmooth fand: 
a I of jvvhom on the fubjcft of his own melancholy, 
or in praife of his midrefs Dulcinea : but, after he 
was found in this place, none, except t^.i following, 
remained intelligible and entire. 



• 



Probably alluding to the epitaph of Phaeton. 

Hie ficus eft Phaeton, currus auriga patcrni. 
Quern fi non tenuit, magnis tamen occidit awfii. 

X* xc 
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I. 

xrE t^^cs and herbs, fo green and tall, 
^ That (hade this meadow, and adorn. 
If you rejoice not at my thrall, 

Give ear unto a wretch forlorn 5 
Nor, let my grief, though loud invade 

Your peace 5 but, by Don Quixore, be a 
Self-ofFer'd tax of forrow, paid 
In abfence of his Dukinea 

del Tobofo. 

n. 

Thcfe are the rocks to which he's driven 

By her who feems not much to care for 
The trueft lover under heaven : 

And yet he knows not why nor wherefore. 
By love tofs'd like a tennis-ball, 

A calk of tears will not defray a 
Whole day's cxpence of grief and gall, 

In abfence of his Duldnea 

del 'Tobofo. 

in. 

Among thefe cragey rocks and brambles. 
He hangs, alas ! on forrow's tenters \ 

Or curfes, as alone he rambles, 

, The cruel caufe of his mifventures. 

Unpitying love about his ears^ 

With Kourge fevere began to play a * 

Moft dreadful game, that made his tears 
Flow for his abfent Dulcinea 

del Toboib. 

Thefe verfes, with the addition of del Tobofo, to 
the name of Dulcinea, afforded infinite diveriion to 
ihofe who found them : for, they concluded Don 
Quixote had imagined, that, if he named her with-* 
out this title, the ftanza could not poffibly be under«» 

Vol.. I. N ftood I 
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flood ; and this was really the cafe, as he afterwards 
owned. Many other ditties did he' compofe ; but, 
as we have already obferved, none but thefe three 
ilanzas could bedecyphered and read. In this amufcr 
xnent, in fighing, invoking the fawns and filvans of 
thofe woods, the nymphs of the brooks, with the * 
damp and doleful echo to hear, confole, and refound 
his complaints 5 and in culling plantg to fuftain na- 
ture, he employed himfelf till the Return of Sancho, 
who, had he ftayed three weeks, infteadof three days, 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance would have 
been fo emaciated and disfigured, that he could not 
have been known by the mother who bore him. 
\; However, it will not be amifs to leave him, en- 
grofled by his fighs arid poetry, in order .^o recount 
wnat happened to Sancho. Panza in ihe^ ^ ^cution of 
his embafly. Having reached the highway, this trufty 
meflcnger took the. road to Tobofo, and next day ar- 
rived at the very inn where he had met with the dif- 
graceful adventure of the blanketting. He no fooner 
perceived the unlucky houf .!, than he fancied himfelf 
cutting capers in the air again 5 and was very loath 
tb enter, although it was then dinner-time, and he 
was very much inftigated by the defire of tafting 
fomething hot, as he had lived for a great many 
days paft on cold vi£luals only. This inclination 
compelled him. to ride clofc up to the inn, where, 
while he was fitting in fufpence, and hefltating wke- 
tlier or not he fhould enter, two pcrfons happened to 
come to the door, and knowing him immediately, 
the one faid to the other, " Pray, Mr. Licentiate, is 
not that man on horfeback our neighbour Sancho 
Fanza, who, as the houfekeeper told us, went out 
with our adventurer in quality of fquire ?" " The 
very fame, anfwered the licentiate, and that is the 
individual horfe of our friend Don Quixote." And 
no wonder they fhould know him fo eafily ; for they 
were no other than the curate and barber of the 

- knight's 
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knight^s town, by whom the fcrutiny and trial of his 
'books were held. Havitig therefore recognized San- 
cho Panza and Rozinante, and being impatient to 
hear news of Don Quixote, they ran up to the fquire, 
and the curate called him by name, fayiftg, " Friend 
Sancho, where 1$ your mailer ?" Sancho, who recol- 
lected them alfo, rcfolved to conceal the place and 
condition in which he had It, t his mafter ; ahd there- 
fore anfwered, that the knight was in a certain place^ 
employed about a certain affair of the utmoft import- 
ance, which he durft not difclofe for the eyes that 
flood in his head." " That pretence will not do, 
Sancho, faid the barber ; if yoii refufe to tell where 
he is, we (hall imagine, as indeed we do, that you 
have robbed and murdered him, and taken poflemon 
of his horfe ; fo, that in good footh, you mull either 

Eroduce him, or in this very fpot, we will — ^ ** You 
ave no occafion, cried Sancho, interrupting him, to 
threaten people in this manner ; I am not the maa 
to rob and murder any perfon : every man mull fall 
by his own fortune, or by the will of God that cre- 
ated him: my mailer is found and fafe, doing pc- 
rance in the mid 11 of that mountain j to his heart's 
content.*' He then, without paufing, in a jjreath 
informed them of the condition in which he left him, 
recounted all the adventures which had happened to 
him, and told them of the letter he was carrying to 
my lady Dukinea del Tobofo, who v/as no othei' 
than Lorenzo Corchuelo's daughter, with whom his 
mailer was up to his ears in love. 
-' They were alloniflied at what the fquire related, 
and though well acquainted With the particular fpc- 
cies of Don Quixote's madnefe, this inllance afforded 
frefli admiration : they defired Sancho to (hew them 
the letter for the lady Dulcinca del Tobofo ; and he 
told them it wa" only a rough draught, written on 
the leaf of a pocki;t-bo<ik ; and that his m?'^er had 
4rde^d him to g«t it tranfcrib^d o.n a (heet ox paper, 
■-'''•••■ K 2 with 
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with the firft convenient opportunity. Tlie carate 
promifed to tranfcribe it in a fair legible hand, and 
again defiring a fight of it, Sancho put his hand in 
his bofom, in fearch of the book, which, however, 
he could not find ^ and indeed had he fumbled till 
this time, it would have been to no purpofet for 
he had left it with Don Quixote, who had forgot to 
give, as he, to aik it of him, before he fet out. San- 
cho mif&ng his charge, grew pale as death, and 
fearching again his^ whole body with great eagernefs, 
could find nothing ; upon which without more ado, 
he laid hold of his beard with both hands, and pluck- 
ed one half of it from his chin ; then, with vail dif- 
patch and precipitation, belaboured his face and nofe 
in fu<h a manner, as left the whole covered with 
blood. The curate and barber feeing him make fo 
free with his own pe^'fon, afked what had happened 
to him, that made him handle himfelf fo roughly? 
•* What has happened to me ? cried the fquire. I 
have loft and let (lip through ^say fingers, in an in- 
itant, three afs colts, each of which was as tall as a 
tower.'* ** By what means ?" refumed the barber, 
*VI have loft, anfwered Sancho, the pocket-book, 
in which was written the letter for Dulcinea, together 
with- an order, figned by my matter's own hand, de- 
firing his niece to deliver to me three colts out of four 
or five which he has at home." At the fame time, 
he told them how he had loft Dapple. The curate 
comforted him, by faying, that when he returned, 
his mafter would renew me order, and give him a 
Jbill upon paper, as the cuftom iS| for thofe written 
in pocket-books are never accepted or paid. 

With this aflurance Sancho confolcd himfelf, ob- 
ferving, fince that was the cafe, he fliould not give 
himfelf much uneafinefs about the lofs of the letter, 
which as he retained it by hearrhe ^could caufe to be 
tranfcribed where and wjien he pleaied* The barber 
defired him to repefit it, telling him they w^^uld 

- tranfcribe 
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tranfcribc it$ upon which Sancho began to fcratch 
his heady in order to recoiled it, {landing fometimes 
on one foot, fometimes on the other. Oi>e while 
he fixed his eyes upon the ground, then lifted them 
up to heaven : at lad, after a moil tedious paufe, 
d uring which he gnawed off the half of one of his 
nails, and kept his hearers in the moil impatient 
fufpence; " Fore God Mr. Licentiate, faid he, I 
believe the devil has run away with every word that 
I remembered of this letter : though I am pofitivc 
it began with * fubterrene and fublime princefs !' 
^* It could not be fubterrene, faid the barber, but 
fupcrtcrrene or fovcreign." " Your arc in the right, 
tefumed Sancho : then, if my memory does not fail 
me, it went on with * the fmitten, the flecplefs, and 
the fore, kiiles your hands, moH ungrateful and un- 
regarded beauty :* and fomething or other of health 
and diilemper which he wifhed her ; running on at 
this rate, till he concluded with,. Yours, till death, 
the Knight of the Rueful Countenance/* 

The hearers were not a little diverted with this fpr • 
cimen of Sancho's memory, which they applauded 
very much ; deiiring him to repeat the letter again^ 
twice over, that they might retain it, until they could 
have an opportunity of tranfcribing it. He ^ccord^ 
ingly renewed his efforts, repeated it three times j 
and as often recited three thoufand other abfurdities. 
He likewifc gave them an account of eVery thing 
which had befallen his mailer i 'but mentioned" not a 
fyllable of the bianketting that had happeied to 
himfelf, in that very inn which hc»trefufed to enter: 
nay, he eave them to underiland ^at his mailer, a^ 
foon as he could bring him a fayctu'rable difpatcb 
from my lady Dulcinea del Tobqfoj Would put him- 
felf in the way of becon^ing an eftiperor or monarch 
at leail, according to the plan fettled between them* 
This he reprefented as a very eafy matter ; coniider*. 
ing the valour of his perfon and ilrength of bis arm': 

N 3 and 
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and tdid them, that this deGgn would be no fooner 
a^compliflied, than the knight would beftow upon 
him in njarriage (for by that time, he muft of ne- 
cefllty be a widower) one of the maids of honour 
to the emprefs ; a fine young lady, and heirefs of a 
vaft and wealthy eftate upon the mai« lan4, with- 
out any oilands or iilands, which he did not much 
care for. 

Sancho uttered this piece of wrong-headed inform- 
ation with fuch compofure, wiping his nofc from 
time to time, that his townfmen could not help ad- 
miring anew the rnadnefs of Don Quixote, which, 
like a whirlpool, had fucked in and fwept along >vith 
it the luiderflanding of this poor fimpleton* They 
did not chufe to x^atigue themfelves with endeavours 
to convince him of his error ^ but, as they believed 
it was not prejudicial to his cpnfcience, refolved, for 
their amufement, to encourage him in his folly: 
with this view, they advifed him to pray to God iox 
long fife and health to his mafter ; and pbferved, that 
it was a thing both likely and feaiible that he (hould, 
in proceft ol time, become an emperor, at leaft, an 
archbifhop, or attain fome (lation of equal dignity. 
To this encouragement, Sancho replied, " Gentle- 
men, if fortune ihould bring matters about^ fo as 
^hat my matter flioUd incline to be an archbifhop^ ra- 
ther than cmjperor, I fhould be glad to know 
what archbJ*.iops-errant beftow upon their fquires ?" 
The curate told him, that they commonly gave them 
fome fimple benefice, curacy, or the otEce of facriftan 
with a gogd yearly income, befides the fees of the 
altar, which are *tirually reckoned at as- much more» 
' ** In order to fill an employment of that kind, an- 
fwered Sancho, the fquire muft be unmarried, and 
at leaft capable of afllfting at mafs •, and if that be the 
cafe, what will become of me, who have' not only 
the misfortune to he married, but am alfo ignorant 
of the firft letter of the A, B, C i fliould my mafter 

take 
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take it in his head to be an archbiQiop, rather thart 
ail emperor, according to the cuftom of knights-er-i 
rant ?** " Don't make yourfelf uneafy about thai 
matter, friend Sancho, faid the barber 5 for we will 
in treat and advife your mailer, nay, even make it an: 
affair of confcience, for him to become an emperor 
rather than archbiihop, as a ftation more fuited ^o 
Viis difpofition, which is more warlike than ftudious/^ 
** I \vas of the fame opinion, refumed Sancho j but 
no\v, I'll venture to fay, he has a capacity for every 
thing : and what I intend to do, is to b jsech our 
I^ord to direft his choice to that ftation which will be 
moft for his own honour and my advantage." " You 
fpeak like' a fenfible man, faid the qurate^ ' and iu 
fo J.oing, will aft the part of a good chriftian : but,, 
our prefent bufinefv is to think on fome means of 
puttiiTg an end to this ufelefs penance your mailer 
has impofed upon htmfelf ; and in the mean time. 
go in to dinner," Sancho defired them to enter, fay- 
ing he would wait for them at the door, and after* 
wards tell them why he did not go in, and where- 
fore it was not proper for him fo to do : but beg- 
ged they would be fo good as to bring out fomething 
hot for himfelf, and fome barley for Rozinante. They 
accordingly went in, and in a little time the bfar- 
ber brought him out a mefs of hot victuals. A ter 
they had Doth maturely deliberated about the means 
of accomplifhing their defign, the curate fell upon 
a fcheme, extremely welL adapted to the taftc of 
the knight as well as tp their purpofc. He pro- 
pofed to cloath himfelf in the drefs of a lady-crrant» 
and that the barber fliould difguife himfelf as well 
as he could, in the likenefs of a fquire j which being 
done, they fhould go to the place where Don Quixote 
was, and the pricTl, on pretence of being a damfet 
in diflrefs, fhoulu beg a boon, which he, as a valiant- 
knight-errant could not help granting: this booit* 
fiiQuld be a rcqueft, that he would accompany her to- 

N 4 'a cer- 
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a certain place wkithcrfte would conduft him, there 
^redrefs an mjury fl»c had received from a difcour- 
teoHs kmght ; and the boon (hould be attended with 
an humble fupplication, that he would not defire her 
to take oiF her maft, nor aflc any queftion about her 
affiurs until he (hould have done her juttice upon 
her advcrfary. And as he firmly believed that fion 

tS ft-L "7 u *°f Pl^ V'^ ="'y «*l"«ft «nade in 
tftat ftUe, he hoped, by thefe means, to withdraw 

turn from the mountain, and conduft him to his 

own habitation, where they would endeavour to find 

tome remedy for his ftrange diforder. 

CHAP. XIII. 

How the curate and barber fet out on the execurion 
ot their plan j with other events worthy to be re- 
corded m this fublime hiftory. 

'JpHIS fcheme of the curate was fo well rdiflied 
by the barber, that they began to put it in ex- 
ecution immediately ; by borrowing of the land- 
lady a petticoat and tucker, for which the prieft left 
a new caflbck in pawn : whHe the barber made an 
artificial beard of the tail of a pied ox, in which the 
jnnkeepcr ufed to ftick his comb. When the hoftcfs 
afted what occafion they had for thefe things, the 
curate gave her a brief account of Don Quixote's 
madnefs, and explained the ufe to which they in- 
tended ,to put the difguife, in ord^r to difengage him 
from the mountain where he then was. The inn- 
keeper and his wife immediately difcovered that this 
lunatic was no other than their quondam gueft, who 
was author ,of the balfam, and matter of the bl'an- 
ketted fquire; and recounted to the curate every 
thing that had happened, not even forgetting the 
drcumftance which Sancho was at fuch pains to con- 
Piiit Ip fliort, the landlady <li«fl<?<l up the curate 
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in a moil curious manner : (he put upon him a cloth 
petticoat flounced and furbelowed, with a broad bor- 
der of black velvet ; and a clofe jerkin of green vel- 
vety earniihcd with robings of white fattin, which, 
together with th^ petticoat, feemed to have bee^ 
made in the reign of king Bamba * : he would not 
fufier himfelf to be coifed, but cover his head with 
a quilted linen night-cap, which he always carried 
about with him } and bound his forehead with a 
g^xttt of black tafiety, making a fort of maflc with the 
^ther, which efie£lually concealed h^ countenance 
and beard. Over all, he flapped his beaver, which 
^wzs fo broad that it might have ferved for an um- 
brella $ and wrapping himfelf up in his cloak, 
mounted his mule, fitting fideways like a woman : 
"whik the barber b<Ktrid his own beaft, with his beard 
flowing down to h^s girdle, of a white and red 
colour, being made> as we before- obferved, of a 
pied ox's tail. 

Thus equipped, they took leave of every body 
prefent, even the kind Maritornes, who promifcd, 
though a finner, to mumble a ^ole rofary over, in 
prayers to God, for the good fuccefs of that arduous 
and chriftiatv.defign jtuy had undertaken : but fcarce 
iuid they faUied from the inp, when the curate began 
to think he was to blame for difguifing himfelf: it 
t»eing in his opinion, indece at for a prieft to appear 
in fuch a manner, how much foever depended upon 
^ir XiKjcefs. He diertfore propofed that he ihould exr 
chaise characters with the barber, who might a<St the 
part of the ddunfel in diitreis, while he took that of 



. t SomVa cjr ^ambf^. king bf tl»e Vi%f>ch« in Spain, mounted 
ihc llu^ne in th^tw 67a, ftnd was famous (or his fucceis »gain(l the 
Anibiaosi^^ as well as £or his attachiui^nt to thechriftian religion, at 
a proof of which he lecirccl into a n^onadery, and rdlgncd the king- 
doa» to £cvige. 

N j; • the 



274 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

the fquire, which he thought did not fo much profane 
the dignity of the cloth : and unlefs his neighbour 
would agree to this propofal, he aflured him that 
he was refolved to go no farther, even if the devii 
himfelf fhould carry oflF Don Quixote. At that i»- 
ftant Sancho chanced to come up, and feeing them 
in fuch a garb, could not refrain from laughing : ia 
fliort, the barber aflented to every thing the other 
yropofed ; and the plan ^being thus altered, the €»- 
rate began to inftrufl: him touching his behaTioor 
and fpeech tb Don Qui^^ote, in order to move and 
induce him to accompany them, and quit that place 
he had chofen for the fcene of his vain and cxtrav»» 
gant penance. The barber told him, that without 
his leflbns, he knew very well how to demestfi hin>- 
felf in the charafter ; and as he did not chufe to put 
on the drefs till they fliould be near Don Quixote, 
he folded it up with great care ; the prieft adjuftcd 
his beard, an.d both together proceeded on thei j jouK'- 
ney, under the direfiion of Sancho Panza> who, by 
the way, related to them what happened between his 
mafter and the madman, whom they met with in the 
brown momitain ; concealing, nevertbelefs, the cir- 
cumftance of the portmanteail, and its contents f 
for, notwithftanding bis fimplicity, o«r youth waft 
as covetous as wifer people. 

Next day they came to the'br<)o«n bomghs, whicl^ 
Sancho had ftrewed, in order to alcertain the place 
^here he had left his mafter : he no foonex, there*- 
,fore> perceived his marks, than he told them dial was 
the entrance into the mountain, and defired ^em to 
p.ut on their drefles^^if they were ncceffary towards- 
the deliverance of . his mafter : for they had already 
allured him,' that their travellfaigia'ftich difgUfe^^as 
of the utmoft importance, in difengaging the knigKt 
from that difagreeable courfe of 4ife he had ehofen-: 
and they chafrged him' not to tdl his mafter that he 
knew who they vfgxt ', and if he ihould alk^ as doubiv 

lefe 
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lefs he would, whether or not he had delivered tji^ 
letter to Dulcinea, they advifed him to anfwer in tlx? 
affirmative, and tell him that as (he could not read 
it, fhe had fent her anfwer by word of mouth, com- 
manding him, on pain of her difpleafure, to appear 
in her prefence with all convenient fpeed, on an affair 
of the utmo^l cohfequence to him : for, with this 
anfwer, and other fpeeclies they intended to raafce^ 
they did not at aU doubt of reconciling him to a bet- 
ter way of life, and prevail upon him immediately to 
begin hivS career towartls being an emperor or king ; 
and as to the office of aychbiihop, Sancho had no- 
thing to fejir^.The fquire liftened to thefe direftions, 
-vi'hich he carefully depofited in his memory, thank- 
ing them heartily for their intention to advife hia 
niafter to acpept of an emperor's crown, rather than 
archbifhop's mitre, as he was very fenfible that em- 
perors could do more for their fquires than arch- 
bifhops-ctranf. He alfo propofed to go before, iti 
fearch of his mafter, and impart to him this afifwer 
of his lady, which, he afliired them, woirld be fuffi- 
eient to bring him out of the mountain, without 
their bsing put to any further trouble. They ap- 
proved of his opinion, and refblved to flay where 
they were until he fhould return with the news of his 
having found Don Quixote : aecoitlingly, Sancha 
proceeded towards the heart of the mountain, leaving 
them in a fpot watered by. a fmall purling brook, andi 
fhaded in a moft cool and agreeable manner, by fomc 
rocks and trees that grew round it. 

It being then the month of Auguft, wJien the heat 
in thofe parts is exceffive, and ■ three in the after- 
noon, whidi is tlie hottell time of the day„ they 
were the more cliarmed with the (ituation, which was. 
fo inviting, that they chofe it for the place, of their 
lefidence, until Sancho fliould return. While they 
lay at their 6afe, under the covert of this fhade, their 
ear^ were faluted. with the found of a voice, which„ 

. N 6 . though 
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diough unaccompanied hj any inftrument, ftmg'fo 
fweet and melodioufly, tnat they were ftruck with 
aftoniflimenr; little expeding to meet with fuch a 
delicioas warbler in diat unfrequented place : for 
though it is ufually faid, that the woods and moun- 
tains abound with (hepherds, who.fing moft enchant- 
inglyi that report is rather the fidion of poets than 
the voice of truth : befides, the verfes which they 
heard, where not compofed in the ruftic {^rafe of 
cIowns9 but in a polite and courtly ftrain ; as may be 
perceived by the fong itfelfi whicn follows ; 

I. 

Ah ! what infpires my woeful ftrain ? 

Unkind difdain f 
Ah I what augments my mifery ? 

Fell jealoufy ! 
Or, fay, what hath my patience worn ? 

An abfent lover's fcorn f 
The torments then that I endure 
No mortal remedy can cure : 
For every languid hope is (lain 
By abf^epce, jealoufy, difdain ! 

From love, mj unrelenting foe, 

Thefe forrows flow ! 

My infant glory's overthrown, 

By fortune's frown ; 

Confirm'd in this my wretched ftate 

By the decrees of fate. 

In death alone, I hope rcleafe 

From this compounded dire difeafe j 

Whofe cruel pangs to aggravate, 

Fortune and love confpire with fate f 

ni. 

Ah ! what will mitigate my doom ? 

The filent ton^b ! 

ABI 



1 
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Ah ! what retrieve departed joy ? 

Inconftancy ! 
Or fay, can aught but frenzy, bear 

This tcmpeft of defpair I 
All other efforts, then, are vain^ 
To cure this foul-tormenting pain. 
That owns no other remedy 
Than madnefs, death, inconftancy. 

The hour, the feafon, and the folitudc, conftired 
with the agreeable voice of the iingcr, to increafe the 
wonder and fatiafaftion of the hearers who liftened 
for fome time in expedation of fomething elfe : but, 
the filence having continued of a good while, they 
refolved to go in queft of the perfon who fung fo cn- 
chantingly : and were juft going to fet out on this 
defign, when they were arrefted by the fame voice, 
which again fainted their ears with this other fong 4 

I. 

O facred friendfhip ! mild and gay, 

Who to the regions of the bleft 
Hath foarM ; and left mankind a prey 

To fraud, in thy refemblance dreft. 

11. 

. Aulpicious hear, and hither fend 
Thy filler truth, with radiant eyesj 

To brand the falfe profeffin^ friendi^ 
Detected in the tair difguife. 

III. 

Or, come thyfelf, and reinfpire 

The purpofe candid and humane : - • 

Hlfe peace and order will retire, 
While horror and confufion r^ign. ' 

This 
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This fonnct was concluded with a moft profound figh, 
and the curate and barber began again to liilen for 
more ; but, finding the mufic converted into mourn- 
ful fobis and interjections, they were determined to 
know who this melancholy perfon was, who fung fo 
well', and groaned fo piteoufly. They had not gone 
many paces with this intent, when turning the point 
of a rock, they perceived a man of the fame make 
and appearance that Sancho defcribed, when he re- 
lated the ftory of Cardenio : he did not feenr fuTpri- 
fed at fight of them, but Hood witii his head recli- 
ning upon his bread, in a very penfive pofture, with- 
out lifting his eyes to look at them, after their firft 
fudden appearance. The curate, who was a well- 
fpoken man, concluding from the defcription, that 
this mufl be he whofe misfortune he had been ap- 
prifed of, went up, and in a fhort but pathetic ad- 
drefs exhorted and entreated hini to quit that mife- 
rabk courfe of life, which was the grcateft of all 
misfortunes, and altogether perverted tlie end of his 
being. Cardenio, being at that time in one of his 
lucid interval^, intirely free of that frailtie paraxyfm 
which ufed fo utterly to deprive him of lu$ fenfes, 
and feeing two people fo differently drefled fromtliofe 
he commonly met with in that folitude, could not 
help being fomewhat furprifed 5 efpecially, when he 
heard them talk of his misfortune as a circumftance 
with which they were, well acquainted ^ for the cu- 
rate had mentioned it in the courfe of his expoftu- 
lation : and therefore he anfwered in this, ma^en 
** I plainly perceive, gentlemen, that heaven, which 
is careful in fuccouring the good, and fometimes 
even the bad, hath fent, though I little deferve fuch 
favour and cond^fcenfion, divers people into this un- 
frequented folitud^, fo rertiote from ill commeice and 
fociety, in order to convince me, by juft and various 
arguments, how unreafonable 1 ^&. in leading this 
kind of life^ which, they have, endeavoured to make 

me 
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mc exchange for a better} arid^ as they 'know not 
the reafons I have^ to think tliat, in /f^iitting thh 
fituation, I ihall be plunged into a worre ; they have 
perhaps looked upon me as. a perfon of very fliallow 
underftianding, or, which is ftill a conjefture more 
unfavourable^ a downright madman ; and truly it i^ 
not to be wondered at, if that was really the cafec 
for I can eafily conceive, that ray misfortunes ope*- 
irate fo intenfely upon: my imagination, and. impair 
.my. faculties fo much,- that fometimes in fpite of all 
.my endeavours to the contrary, I becon\e like tha4: 
rock, void, of all fentimeht aiid knowledge $ and am 
convinced of my infirmity too late, when people (hew 
me the marks or what I haye dotie, while I was under 
the iafliienqe of that terrible tranfport .: then. all tha,t 
^I can do, is to bewaij,my.diftemper, curfe my lot in 
"vain, and in /Ixcufe of tny madnefs, relate my fuf- 
ferings to allwho exprefs the leaft defire of hearing 
*" them ; that thofe of founder judgment, knowing the 
caufe, may not wonder at the efFecls; and if they 
cannot prevent, at leaft pardon my frenzy ; con- 
' verting their indignation at my extravagance, into 
Gompaffion for my woes:^ ^nd if you, gentlemen, are 
come with that intention, which hath brought others 
to this, place, before you proceed A^ith your prudent 
admonitions, I entreat you td hear the detail of my 
jnisfortunes, which you do hot yet know,, and then, 
perhaps, you will fave yourfelves the trouble which 
you might otherwife take, in confoling an afflic- 
tion that admits of no confolation.** '- 

The two friends, who defTrei nothing elfe tlian tb> 
heaT/froih his own mouth the taufe of his misfDi*- 
*tune, earneftly begged he would recoutit it, atid' pYci- 
•mifed to attempt ; nothing cohti'ary to. his owfi! in- 
clination in the way of remedy or comfort. ' Thus 
a^Fedy-^&-melancholy gentle m an beg an-liis .diitie<£« 
ful ftory, nearly in the fame words and circumftances 

a * * -i ' -* which 
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which he had ufcd a few days before, to Don Quixote 
and the eolt-herd, when be was interrupted in the 
affair of Mr. Elifabat, by the knight's pun&uality in 
afierting the decorum of chiralry, as the particulars 
of that quarrel have been already related : but noix^ 
he remained fortunately free from his paroxyfm, and» 
of confequence, had time to finifh the narration 
^i^hich was imperfcA before. When he therefore 
came to the circumftances of the letter which Don 
Fernando had found between the leaves of Amadis 
de Gaul *, he faid he remembered the contents^ and 
accordingly repeated them in thefe terms : 

Lucinda to Cardenio. 

** T Every day difcover new qualities in Cardenio^ 
•* which oblige and compel me to efteem him the 
more. If you are inclined to extricate me out of all 
fufpcnce, you may efiefluate your purpofc, without 
the kaft prejudice to my honour j for my father, 
who is well acquainted with your virtues, loves mc 
dearly, and far from tyrannizing over my affeftioiis, 
will chearfully grant that which is fo juftly your doe^ 
if your paflion is fuch as I wifh and believe it to be.'' 

I refofved, as I have already told y^u^ to demand 
Lucinda in marriage upon the receipt of this let- 
ter, which not only confirmed Don Femando*s high 
opinion of her prudence and virtue, but alfo inflamed 
him with the defire of ruining my hopes before I 
ihould be able to bring them to maturity, I told 
this faithlefs friend, Lucinda's father expeftcd that 
mine ihould propofe the match $ and that I durft 
not communicate my defire to him, left he fhould r^- 
fufe to comply with it : not that he was ignorant of 

j 

* There is no fuch letter meationed in his. cenverfatioti with Doo 
<^i&ote. » 
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LiUcinda's rank, virtue, beauty, and qualifications^ 
ivhich were fufficient to ennoble any other family in 
Spain: but, becaufe I underftood he was averfe to 
my being married, until he (hould fee what duke 
Ricardo would do in my behalf: in (hort, I told'nim 
that I would not venture to propofe it, being afraid 
not only of this ill confequence, but alfo of many 
others which I could not forcfee j although Ihad a 
ftrong impreffion upon my mind, that my wifhes 
"would never be completed. In anfwer to this de- 
claration, Don Fernando undertook to manage the 
affair, and prevail upon my father to propofe the 
match to Lucinda's parents* O viUain I more ambi- 
tious than Marias, more cruel than Cataline, more 
favage than Sylla, . more fraudulent than Galalon, 
more treacherous than Vellido *, more vengeful than 
Julian, and more covetous than Judas ! cruel, falfe, 
vindidive traitor ! what injuries hadft thou fuffered 
from this poor credulous wre»^, who with fuch con- 
fidence difclofed to thee the moft fecret rcccffes of 
his foul 1 what offence had he given f what words 
had he uttered, or what advice had Ijc offered, that 
did not dire£tly tend to thy honour and advantage f 
But, unhappy that I am ! wherefore (bould I com- 
plain ? feeing it is a thing certain, that when once 
the tide of misfortune, heaped up by one's malignant 
ilara, begins to defcend with violence and fury, no 
earthly mound can oppofe, nor human induftrv di- 
vert its courfe. Who could imagine, that fuch an 
Ulufl:rious» accompliflied, young gentleman as Don 
Fernando, who lay under obligations for the fervicea 
I had done him, and was powerful enough to obtain 
the gratification of his wiih, whitherfoever his amo- 
rous inclination pointed, ihould plague himfelf, as I 

— — — »— ^^— ' ■ ■ .III I II I I III ■ 1 u 

* Who murdered Sancho L kii^g of CalUIe, wlkile he was engaged 
in the Hege of Zamora. 

may 
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may fay, in attempts to rob me of my fingle Iamb, 
even before I hnd poflefled it ? 

But, let us lay afide thefe vain and unprofitable 
reflcftions, and rejoin the broken thread of my un- 
for&nate (lory. Well then : Don Ferr*ando, percei- 
ving that my prefence would be an ob(lru£lion to the 
execution of his falfp and perfidious defign, refolved 
to fend me back to his elder brother, on pretcr.ce of 
getting money to pay for fix horfes, which he pur- 
pofely bought that very xlay he undertook to fpeak 
to my father : in order to have an excufe for fending 
me away, that ^^e might, in my abfence, the more 
eafily fuccecd in his villainous intention. Was it pof- 
fible for me to prevent tliis treachery, or indeed con- 
ceive his defign ! no, furely. Oh the contrary, I 
offered with the utmoft alacrity, to fet out forth- 
with, fo pleafed was I with the purchafe he had 
made. That very night I had a private converfation 
with Lucinda, in whick I told her the fcheme I had 
concerted with Don Fernando, and bade her reft af- 
fured in the hope that our juft and honourable de* 
fires would foe be gratified. She, as little fufpicious 
of Don Fernando's perfidy as I was, intreated me to 
return with fpeed, believing that out wiflies would be 
completed, as foon as my father Ihould mention the 
affair to her*s. I don't know upion what account 
her eyes were filled with tears, when ftie pronounced 
thefe words ; and fome thing that fecmed to fwell ia 
her throat, prevented ber from uttering another fyl- 
lable, though (he looked as if ihe had fomething 
more to fay, I was confounded at this new circum- 
ftance, which had never happened before : in all our 
former converfations, which my good fortune offered, 
or my diligence eifedted, theji;ha4 been nothing but 
joy and fatisfaftion, withgl^any mixture of tears^ 
fighs, jealoufy, dread, or mfpicion ; all my difcourfe 
ufed to confifl of acknowledgments to heaven for 
having bcflowed upon me fuch a miftrefs, whofe 

beauty 
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beauty I extolled, and whofe virtue and good fenfe I 
admired : while (he returned the compliment, by 
praifing thofe qualities in mc, which (he, in the par* 
tiality of her fondnefs, deemed worthy of applaufc ( 
bcfidifs, we ufed to entertain each other with anadt 
count of a thoufand trifling accidents that happened 
among our neighbours and acquaintance; and the 
heiglith of rny vivacity never amounted to more 
than the feizing of one of her delicate white hands, 
and prefling it to my lips, through the narrow dif* 
Xance betwixt the rails that divided us. • But, oil 
that, night, which preceded the fatal day of my de- 
parture, {he wept, fighed, and fobbed, and kft me 
iiiled with confufion and furprife, afid terrified at 
^uch unufual and melancholy marks of grief and af- 
fliftion in my Lucinda. But I was flattered by my 
hopes, which afcribed thft whole to the ftrength of 
her pafGon, and that forrorw which is* commonly 
produced by the abfence of a beloved objeft. In 
iine I fet out, penfivc and fad, my imagination tor- 
tured with fufpicions a::id doubti, which my reflec- 
tion could neither digeft^rior explain : a fure prefage 
of the melanqholy fate that awaited me. 

I arrived at the place of my deftination, and de- 
livered my letter$ to Don Fernando^s brother, who 
received me kindly ; tut, far from difpatching mc 
immediately, defired mc, to my refinite regret, to 
wait eight whole days in a place where his father 
{hould not fee me, becaufe his brother had writ to 
him to fend the money" without the knowledge of the 
duke. But this w^s altogether an invention of the 
falfe Fernando, whofe brotlKr had mdncy enough, 
and could have fent me back the very fame day on 
which I arrived. This, was fucb an order as' I was 
fcarce able to ofbey ; rfor I thought it- impofEbli to 
fupport life for fo many daVs in the abfence of Lu- 
cinda, confidering the forrow in which I had left her. 
Tet, notwithftanding, I rcfolved to do my duty like a 

faith- 



a84 The ATCHIEVEMENTS of 

faithful fenrantf though I very well forcfaw that my 
obedience muft be at the expence of my peace. Four 
days of the eight were not yet elapfed, when a man 
caune in fearch of me, and gave me a letter, the fu- 
perfcriptxon of which I no fooner beheld, than I knew 
it to be written by Lucinda's own hand. I opened 
it with fear and trembling, believing that there 
muft be fomething very extraordinary in the cafe, 
which induced her to write to me in my abfence ; 
confidering that while I was prefent, (be had been fo 
fparing of her pen ♦. But, before I read a fyllable, 
I aiked the mefTenger, who had put it into his hands ? 
how long {je had been upon his journey ? He 
anfwered, that paffing through a certain ftreet, about 
noon, he was ftopt by a very beautiful young lady^ 
who called to him from a window, faying, with 
great earneftnefs, while the tears trickled from her 
eyes i *^ Brother, if you are a chrlilian, as you feem 
to be, I intreat you, for God's fske, to carry this let- 
ter to the place and perfon for whom it is dire£ted ; 
they are both well known \ and in fo doing, you will 
render a piece of fervice acceptible to the Lord. That 
you may not want conveniencies upon the road, here 
is fomethine to defray the expence of your Journey.'* 
So faying, ihe threw down her handkerchief, in which 
were tied an hundred rials, this gold-ring, and the 
letter, I have delivered. Then widiout waiting for a 
reply, (he went from the window, after having feen 



* The original pues frtfoiU p^cat vezes U U»ia^ fignifies, fittce 
while I was prei^t fhe did it very feldom. This at firft fight ap- 
pears a (oleci(m, and the petuUnt critic vtiSk exclaim, ** What oc- 
cafion had ihe to write to her lover who was prefent, unlefs flie had 
loft the faculty of fpecch ?*' But the feexniog abfurdlty will vaniib, 
when we refleA that hy fitment, he means, in the fame city with hifr 
miflrefs, to whom, hewcTcr, according to the cuftom of Spain, he 
had iitck or no accefs but by a literary corrcfpondcnce. 

me 
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me take up the handkerchief and the letteri and 
make figns that I would do as fbe defired; Accord- 
ingly, nnding myfelf fo well paid for the trouble I 
fhould be at, and feeing, by the dire£^ion, that you 
^wras the perfon to whom it was fent (and I know you 
perfc£tly well), induced, moreover, by the tears of 
that beautiful young lady, I refolvcd to truft no other 
meflenger, but come and deliver it with my own 
hand ; and, in fixteen hours, which are pad fince i 
received it, I have travelled to this place, which, as 
you know, is about eighteen leagues from our town.** 
While I liftened attentively to the information of 
this grateful and extraordinary courier, my legs fhook 
u rider me in fuch a manner, that I could fcarce 
ftand upright. At length, however, I ventured to 
read the letter, which contained thefe words : 

«* 'npHE promifc which Don Fernando made, to 
^ prevail upon your father to propofe a match 
to mine, hath been performed more to his inclina- 
tion than your advantage. Know, Cardenio, that 
your pretended friend afked me in marriage for htm- 
felf : and my father, fwayed by the advantage which 
he thinks Don Fernando has over you irj point of for- 
tune, has given his confent fo much in earneft, that 
t\A'^o days hence the nuptials are to be celebrated fo 
privately, that none but heaven, and fome people in 
the family, are to be prefent at the marriage. My 
fituation you may guefs. If it be in your power, re- 
turn with all fpeed, and the event of this afla'ir will 
fhew whether I love you tenderly or not. Heaven 
grant that this may come to your hand, before mine 
ihall be prefented.to him who fb ill performs the duty^ 
of a friend.** 

This, which was the fum of what the letter con- 
tained, made me.fet out immediately, without wait- 
ing for any anCwer, or the money for which I had 

come. . 
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come. For, by diat time, I plainly perceived that 
it was not the purchafe of the horfes, but his own 
treacherous intention, which had induced Don Fer- 
nando to fend me out of the way. The indigtiation 
I conceived againft him, together with the fear of 
lofing the jewel which I had acquired, and trcafured 
up with fuch unwearied fcrvices and care, added 
wings to my fpccd, and conveyed me to the place of 
my habitation, jult at the hour and minute proper 
for my going to vifit Lucinda. I entered the town 
frivately, and leaving my mule at the houfe of the 
honeft man who brought the letter, I vi=cnt to the 
rail, which was the conftant witnefs of our love, and 
there was fo far favoured by fortune as to find Lu- 
cinda. We knew each other prefently : though not 
as we ought to have known each other. But, who 
is he who can arrogate praife to himfelf, for having 
fathomed and difcerned the capricious fentiments and 
fickle difpofition of woman ? furely no man on earth. 
■ — ^But, this apart. Lucinda perceiving me, *• Car- 
dcnio, faid (he, I am now in my bridal drefs^ and 
this moment expcfted in the hall by the traitor Don 
Fernando, my covetous father, and fome other peo- 
ple, who fliall bear witnefs to my death fooner than 
to my marriage. Be not confounded, my friend, 
but endeavour to be prefent at the facrifice, which, 
if I cannot prevent by my declaration, I wear a dag- 
ger concealed, which can obftruft a more vigorous 
determination, and, by putting an end to my life, 
begin to convince thee of the fincere pa (Hon I have 
always entertained, and ftill retain, for my Cardenio.'* 
Afraid! (hould want time to:anfwer her, I replied 
with great .hurry and confufion, ** Let your words be 
verified by your deeds, madam. If you have a dag- 
ger to affert your love, I wear a fword to defend it ; 
or, fticruJd fortune." prove our fbe, to rid niyfclf of. 
life." :I beliffv^ ;{}ieididaaClhiear.all'that I faid, be-' 
caufe fhe^^as called away in a hurry, to the bride- 
groQint who waited for her. , 

Thus 
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Thus deepened the itipht of my diftrcfs ; thus fet 
the fun of my happinefs I [ remained- without light - 
to my eyes, or refleftion to my mind for fome time : 
I could neither refolve to enter her father's houfe, nor 
remove to any other place ; at length, however, con- 
fidering of what confequence my prefence' might be, 
in cafe any thing extraordinary ihould happen, I re- 
collected myfelf as well as I could, and went in, 
without being perceived, as I was well acquainted 
w^ith all the paflages and corners of the houfe, and 
was favoured by the confufion which then prevailed 
in it, on account of the nuptials. Thus entering,- 
unfeen, I found means to conceal myfelf in the hol- 
low of a window in the hall, that was covered by the 
meeting of two pieces of tapeitry, from behind which 
I could, without being perceived, obferve eyery thing 
that happened. 

How {hall I dcfcribe the throbbings and palpita- 
tions of my heart, the images that occurred to my 
fancy, the refle6^ions that I made while I remained* 
in that fituation ! they were fuch as I neither can 
nor ought to defer ibe. Let it fuffice to fay, the bride- 
groom came into the hall, without any other orna- 
ments than his ufual drefs, a^ended-by a firft coufin 
of Lucinda, in quality of bridefman, no other perfon 
being prefent, except fome fervants of the family. 
A little while after Lucinda came in from her clofet, 
accompanied by her mother and two waiting-women 5 
and as richly drcffed and adorned as her rank and 
beauty deferved, or as the perfeftion of gaiety and 
gallantry could invent. This fufpence and tranfport 
of my foul would not allow me to obferve and mark 
the particulars of her drefs j I could only take no- 
tice of the colours, which were carnation and white 5' 
and the blaze of jewels that adorned her, which was- 
even excelled by the Angular beauty of her golden 
locks, that (truck the eye with more fplendor than*- 
all the precious ftonesi together with the light oF 

fc 
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four torches that burned in«^.he hall. O memory \ 
thou mortal enemy of my repofe ! to what purpofe 
doft thou now rcprefent to my fancy the unparal- 
leled beauty of that adorable foe ? cruel remem- 
brance! rather recal to my view the particulars of 
what then happened, that, incenfed by fuch a mani- 
feft injury, I may take vengeance, if not upon her, 
at lead upon my own life. But you, gentlemen, 
muft be tired with thefe digreilions : though my mif- 
fcrtune is fuch as neither can, nor ought to be fu« 
perficially or fuccin^My related ; becaufc every cir- 
cumftance, in my opinion, requires a full difcuffion." 
The curate anfwered, that far from being tired, they 
were very much entertained by thofe minute particu- 
lars, which he thought defer\'ed as much attention as 
die principal events of the ftory. 

" I fay then, refumed Cardenio, that the parties 
being aiTembled in the hall, the curate of the parifh 
entered, and taking them both by the hand, in or-' 
der to perform his fun&ion, he faid, ** Madam Lu- 
cinda, are you willing to take Don Fernando here 
prcfent for your lawful fpoufe, as holy mother church 
ordains? At this queftion, I thruft out my whole 
head and neck from behind the tapcftry, and, with 
the utmoft attention and diforder of foul, liftened to 
Lucinda's anfwer, which I expefted, as either the fen» 
tence of my death or confirmation of my life. . O ! 
that I had then boldly advanced, and called aloud, 
Ah Lucinda ! Lucinda ; take care what you do ; re- 
fled upon your duty ip me, remember you are mine, 
and can never belong to any other hufband. Cqnfi* 
der, that my life muft end the moment you anfwer 
Yes. Ha ! treacherous Don Fernando ! robber of 
my glory I death of my life ! what are thy inten- 
tions ; what wouldft thou have ! remember that, 
as a chriftian, thou canft not fulfil thy defires ; for 
I am Lucinda's hufband, and flie is my lawful wife ! 
Fool that I am I now> when I am abfent, and far re- 
moved 
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inoved from the danger, I can refleft upon whsit I 

ougKt to have done. Now that I ant rpbbed of ail 

that was dear to my foul I accurfed be the robber» 

on A?i^hom I might liave taken vengeance, had my 

lieart fupplied me with courage, as it now affords 

incKuation to complain. In fine, as I then a£ted 

like a booby and a coward, it is but reaibnabie, tJial; 

I fhould now die of madnefs, fbrrow and lbam&* 

The prieft waited for the reply of Lueindai who de^ 

clined it a good while ; and when I e^pe^d (hc 

^vocild either unfheath her dagger to vindicate her 

love, employ her tongue in thie caufe of truth? <9r 

utter fome ingenious fraud th^^t fliould tend to my 

advantage, I heard her pronounce with a weak and 

f aultering voice. *' Yes, I will.'^ Don Fcr nando r^ 

peated the fame words, and the ring being put ^xpan 

ner finger, they were united in the indiflblubie bond 

of marriage : then he embraced bis newoxp^rrkd 

fpoufe, who, laying her hand on her heart, fmiUi^ 

away in the^arms of her mother. It now rejmiti9 1^ 

defcribe my 'own fituadon, when I heard and (aw my 

lu)pe9 thus bafBed by Lucinda's breach of promKe : 

and found my felf rendered incaps^le of ever retrieve 

ing the happine£i 1 had that inftaht loft : I wemWf^ 

-without fei^e or refie^iotr, abandoned> as I ^tP^ght 

by heaven, and a declared enemy t& that ts^A 0fi 

which I lived. The air refuled breath tot tny ;%&!» 

the water denied moifture for my teari» weatooe 

increafed vdthin me, to fuch a degxve,. thut I MWa 

fcorched with jeaJouCy and rage I Luctnda'#ftifdMtf)g 

fhr^w the whok company into confufioat imd hft 

mother opening her breafc to give hsr^».faniiid » 

Yt a folded paper^ whteh Doit Fenundir takingt Ifftd 

by the light ot one of the torcfaet, and then fat 4pmn 

»n a chair, and leaned one lute of fai* h^ lifW bh 

hand^ in a penfive attitude, withoiit n^$ikt\g the f9* 

medics they weve applying ior the jBCfieffrj Qi his 

fpoufe. 

Vol. L O I &^ 
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I feeing the whole far^Uy in confufion, ventured 
to co^ie out, coft what it would, refolving fliould I 
be feen, to do fome defperate afkion that would con- 
vince the whole world of my juft indignation, in 
chaftifing the falfe Don FernandoT'^nd the fickle, 
fainting traitrefs. But fate, that reftrved me, if 
poflible for greater misfortunes, ordained that I 
-ihould then abound in refleftion, which hath Gnce 
failed me ; and refolve rather than take vengeance 
upon my greateft enemies, who as they had no fuf- 
picion of me, were then at my mercy, to turn upon 
myfelf that refentment which they fo juftly deferved 
. to feel ; and perhaps, with more rigour than I fliould 
have exercifcd upon them, had I, at that time, fa- 
crificed them to my rage,,becaufe fudden death is 
infinitely more eafy than that which h lengthened 
out by lingering torments. In fhort, I q^uitted the 
houfe, and went to the place where I had left my 
mule, which being faddled, I mounted her, and 
without taking leave of my hoft, fallied out of ,/5wn, 
dreading like another Lot, to look behind me. 
When I found myfelf alone in the open field,, fliroud- 
;ed by the darknefs of tie night, and. invited by the 
»filence to complain, without caution or fear of being 
-overheard or known,! raifcd my voice, and gave a 
•loofe ta my indignation, in venting curfes upon Lu- 
. cinda and Don Fernando, as if thofe vain exclama- 
tions could haveattoned for the injury they had done 
me. I beftowed upon her the epithets of. cruel, falfe, 
perfidious, and ungrateful,,, but above all, avarici* 
* ©US'; fince the wealth o£ my rival had fliut the eyes 
'•of her love, detached her f rom- me, and fwayed her 
^ki<!lin^ion towards- him to whom fortune hadfliewn 
' herfelf more kiad- and liberal. Yet, in the midfl: 
of thefe reproaches and inveftives, I could not help 
cbccuJing her, obferviiig, it was no wonder, that a 
' damfel, educated under reftraint, in the houfe of her 
parents, bred upi aud always* ac^uftomed. to obey 
„*'.*! ) them. 
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tJiem, fhould comply with their will and pleafure, irr 
marrying a young gentleman of fiich wealthy rank, 
and qualifications, that her refufal might have beeif 
thought to proceed either from want of fenfe, or a 
paflion for fome other man, which would have been 
a fufpicion equally prejudicial to her virtue and re- 
putation : then I argued on the other fide of the 
queftion, faying, had flie owned that I was her huf- 
band, her parent would have* Teen ftie had not com* 
mitted' an unpardonable crime in makfng fuch a 
choice: fince, before the offer of Don Fernando j 
they themfelves could not have defired, had their de- 
fires been bounded by. reafon, a better march than 
me for their daughter •,- and confequently, before flic 
complied with that compulffve injunftion of giving 
her hand to another^, flie might have told diem, that 
flie had already ^ven ft to mejin which cafe, I 
would have appearedand confirmed the truth of everf 
thing flie fliould have feigned for the occafion ; in fine, 
I concluded that fiiperficial love, flender underftand- 
ing, vaft ambition, and thirfl: after grandeur, had ob* 
literated in- her memory thofe profeffions by^ which 
r had' been dieceived, cheriftied, and fupported. in 
the unfliaken hope of my honourable defirea. 

In this exclamation and anxiety I travelled till 
night, and in the morning found myfelf in one of the 
paflages to this mountain, in which I proceeded three 
d^ys more, without high-road, ' or by-path, till I 
ftopt at a fmall meadow, that lieS either on the right 
*<rr left of thefe rocks i there I enquired of fome goat-- 
;Iierdsi whereabouts the n^oft craggy part of the moun- 
tain was; and, according to their c&reftions, thither 
I rode, refolving to put an end to my life. Whenl 
'arrived among thofe ragged rocks, my mule fell down 
dead of wearinefs or hunger;, or, as I rather believe^. 
to difencumber herfelf of fuch a ufelefs load as then 
burthened her ; and I remained* on foot, quite fpent 
^uidiamiflicd, without Kavitlg 'or dcCrin'g any lup- 
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port I« dbis fitut4ion«I know not how long I cojb^ 
tinued ftretcbed upon the ground, but, at length, I 
^ot up without feeling any cravings of hunger, and 
ound myfdf in the midft of foa ^ Shepherds, who, 
doubtlelsf had releived tnj necelTityr Indeed they 
told me in what condition I had been found, uttering 
fiich incdbereat and extravagant exprefEons, as 
elearly denaooftrated that I had loft my fenfes. 
Since that time, I have frequently perceived my intel-^ 
ie&s to crazy and unfound, that I perform a thoufand 
mad adionS} tearing my clothes, bellowing through 
thefe unfrequented places^ curfing my fate, and re-' 
pealing, in vain, the beloved natsie or my fair ene-' 
mV) Without any connefted fentenccSf or indeed any 
other intent than that of putting an end to my life 
by viokjit outcricjs ^ and when I recover the itfe of 
tnv (exxtesp I find myfelf fo we^ and exhaulled^ that 
I icarce can move« My nfual ha^bitation is th^ hollow 
of a cork-tree, large enoogh to contain this miferahle 
carcaie ^ the cow and goatherds who frequent thefe 
mountains^ maintain me out of charity^ bv kaviog 
food upon the road) or rocka> on which they think; 
I may chance to find it r and even while I am de-^ 
prived of my underllanding, nsitural inftin£t teaches 
me to diftinguiih this necejQ&ry nouxiflament, awaken- 
ing my appetite and defire of feizin^g it for my ufe. 
They tell me too, when they meet with me in one of 
my lucid intervals^ that at other t]mes>.I faify out 
upon the highway^ and take it by force from the 
ftepherds, as they are bringing it frpm their cots, 
although they offer it of their own s^cotd»^ In this 
manner I lead my woeful and wretcjied life, until 
Heaven fliall be pleafed to put a period to it, or give* 
me grace to forget the beauty and falfehood of Lu- 
ctnda, together with the wrong I have fiifieised from 
Don Fernando, if this fixaH happen before I die, 
mv intelle£b3 will return into their ri^t c&aondi$ 
odaerwife there/is .nothing to be dooe^ but to fapli- 

catc 
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cztc Heaven to have mercy on my foul : for I find f 
have neither virtue nor ftrength to extricate myfelf- 
out of this extremity into which I was voluntarily 
plunged^ 

This, gentlemen, 'is the bitter ftory of my misfor- 
tane ; tcU me, if you think it could have been re- 
hearfed with left concern than I have fhewn j and 
pray give yourfelves no trouble in offering to me 
fuch perfuafions and advice, as your reafon prompts 
you to tliink will do me fervice : for they can have 
n<y other effeft upon me, than the prefcription of a 
celebrated phyfician, upon- a patient who wiU not 
receive it. I will have no health without Lucinda ; 
and fince fhe who is, or ought to be mine, hath at- 
tached herfelf to another,. I, who might have been 
the child of happinefs, am now the willing votary of 
Xvoe. She, by her inconftancy, wants to fix my per-- 
dition, and I welcome it, in order to gratify her de- 
. fire ; and be an example to pofterity, of oAe who 
wanted that confolation, which almofl all the wretch- 
ed ufe ! namely, the impofEbility of receiving com- 
fort r a confideration that increafes my mifery^ 
which, I fear, will not end even with death." 

Thus did Cardenio wind up 'the long thread of 
his amorous and unfortunate itory ; and juft as the 
curate was about to give him his beft advice and con- 
folation, he was prevented by a voic3 tlxsit faluted his 
ears, and in nnournful . accent pronounced what wiU' 
be rehearfed in the fourth book of this narration j. 
for in this place, the third is concluded by the fagp 
and attentive hiftorian Cid Ham^t Benengeli. 
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